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[ORIGINAL DEDICATION, 177G.] 


TO THE 

DUKE OF BUCCLEUGH. 


; 31y Loro. ' 

s ' The first idea of offering my Lusiap to some distinguished 

J( rsonaee, inspired the earnest wish* that it might be accepted by the 
| ustrious representative of that family under which my father, for 

ii a ny years, discharged the duties of a clergyman. 

! Toth the late Duke of Buccleugh, and the Earl of Dalkeith, 
ij d iuguished him by particular marks of their favour ; and I must 
i! ,ve forgotten him, if I could have wished to offer the first Dedicu* 
[dm of mvliterary labours to any other than the Duke ol Bucclllgil, 

:ii I am, with the greatest respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Grace’s most devoted 

And most obedient humble servant, 


WILLIAM JULIUS MICKLE. 



EDITOB’S PEEEACE. 


J [in undertaking, at the publishers’ request, the function 
|t j£. editor of Mickle’s Lusiad, I hare compared the trans- 
i iat-ion with the original, and, in some places, where another 
| .Tanslation seemed preferable to, or more literal than, 
i: Mickle’s, I have, in addition, given that rendering in a 
■ r oot.-note. Moreover, I have supplied the arguments to 
j :iio several cantos, given a few more explanatory notes, 
I re.d added a table of contents. 

! “The late ingenious translator of the Lusiad,” says 
Lord Sirargford,* “ has portrayed the character, and 
-oarrated the misfortunes of our poet, in a manner more 
honourable to his feelings as a man than to his accuracy 
\n point of biographical detail. It is with diffidence that 
the present writer essays to correct his errors : but. as the 
real circumstances of- the life of Camnens are mostly to be 
found in his own minor compositions, with which Mr. 
Mickle was unacquainted, he trusts that certain information 
■jviif atone for his*presumptipn,"’ 

As Lord Strangford‘professes to have better and more 
recent sources of information regaining the illustrious, bm 

* }’tv m? >\f J vix de C'trii'iihis. \riih Tiernnrl't on ?nV Life nn r i WrUineif. 
liy JLi/rd Vise own. ^trciapforffi Fifth cdifha, Lrnd-n, 
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unfortunate, bard of Portugal, I make no apology for 
presenting to the reader an abstract of his lordship's 
memoir. Much further information will bo found, how¬ 
ever, in an able article contained in No. od of the Quarterly 
Review for July, 1822, from the pen, I believe, of the poet 
Southey. “ The family of Camoens was illustrious,” says 
Lord Strangford, “and originally Spanish. They were 
long settled at Cadmon, a castle in Galicia, from which 
they probably derived their patronymic appellation. How¬ 
ever, there are some who maintain tha.t their name alluded 
to a certain wonderful bird,* whose mischievous sagacity 
discovered and punished the smallest deviation from con¬ 
jugal fidelity. A lady of the house of Cadmon, whose con¬ 
duct had been rather indiscreet, demanded to be tried by 
this extraordinary judge. Her innocence was proved, and, 
in gratitude to the being who had restored him io matri¬ 
monial felicity, the contented husband adopted Ids name.” 
It would appear that in a dispute between the families of 
Cadmon and He Castera, a cavalier of the latter family 
was slain. Tins happened in the fourteenth century- A 
long train of persecution followed, to escape which. Key 
de Camoens, having embraced the cause of Ferdinand, 
removed with his family into Portugal, about A.n. 1370. 
His son, Yasco de Camoens, was highly distinguished by 
royal favour, and had the honour of being the ancestor of 
our poet, who descended from him in the fourth generation. 
Luis de Camoens, the author of the Lusiad, was born at 
Lisbon about a.d. 1524. His misfortunes began with his 
birth—he never saw a. father’s smile—for rfimon Yasco de 
Camoens perished by shipwreck in the yci y year which 

* The Oamao. Formerly every well-regulated family in Ppain 
retained one of these terrible attendants. Thu iidideiily of its mis¬ 
tress was the only circumstance which could deprive it of life. This 
<k] inns distrust of female honour is ever character Mie of a barbarous 
age. 
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gave being to bis illustrious son. The future poet was 
sent to the university of Coimbra,—then at the height of 
its fame,—“ and maintained there by the provident care of 
his surviving parent.” 

“ Love,” says Lord Strangford, “ is very nearly allied 
to devotion, and it was in the exercise of the latter, that 
Camoens was. introduced to the knowledge of the formeiv 
In the Church of Christ’s Wounds at Lisbon, on 11th 
April, 1542, Camoens first beheld Dona Caterina de Atayde,' 
the object of his purest and earliest attachment . . . and 
; it was not long before Camoens enjoyed an opportunity of 
declaring his affection, with all the romantic ardour of 
e ighteen and of a poet.” The peculiar situation of the lady, 

, a s one of the maids of honour to the vqueeii, imposed a 
jr estraint upon her admirer which soon became intolerable ; 
s nd he, for having violated the sanctity of the royal 
jj reeincis, was in consequence, banished from the court. 
[Whatever may have been the nature of his offence, “it 
t; irnished a pretext to the young lady’s relations for termi- 
; aiing an intercourse winch worldly considerations rendered 
ipghly imprudent.” : 

: But Love consoled his votary : his mistress, on the 
morning of his departure, confessed the secret of her long- 
concealed affection, and the sighs of grief were soon lost 
in those of mutual delight. The hour of parting was, 
perhaps, the sweetest of our poet’s existence. 

Camoens removed to Santarcm, but speedily returned 
m Lisbon, was a second time detected, and again driven 
into exile.*,'. 

The voice of Love inspired our poet “with the glorious 
-f solution of conquering tbe Qbstaclcs which fortune had 

* The Jaws of Portugal were peculiarly .severe against those who 
curried on a love-intrigue within the palace: they punished ih<> 
-/•■-'’nee wife dentin Joam I. suileml one of his favourites to ho 
■-•unit alive for it.— I'd. 

gggigil w; g--g/W ig g .g; 
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placed between him and felicity/’ He obtained permission, 
therefore, to accompany King .’John lit. in an expedition 
then fitting out against the Moors in Africa-. In one of 
the engagements with the enemy our hero had the mis¬ 
fortune to lose “ his right eye, by some splinters from the 
deck of the vessel in which he was stationed. .Many of 
his most pathetic compositions were written during this 
campaign, and the toils of a martial life were sweetened 
by the recollection of her for whose sake I hey were 
endured. His heroic conduct at length procured his recall 
to court,” but to find, alas, that his mistress was no more. 

Disappointed in his hope of obtaining any recognition 
of his valiant deeds, he now resolved, under the burning 
sun of India, to seek that independence which his own 
country denied. “ The last words I uttered.” says Camoens, 
“on board the vessel before leaving, were those of hlcipio: 
‘Ungrateful country! thou shalt not even possess ray bones/ ” 
“ Some,” says Lord Strangford, “ id tribute his departure io 
a very different cause, and assert that ho quitted Ins native 
shores on account of an intrigue in which he was detected 
with the beautiful wife of a Portuguese gentleman. Per¬ 
haps,” says Lord Strangford, “this story may not be wholly 
unfounded.” On his arrival in India, he contributed by his 
bravery to the success of an expedition carried on by the 
King of Cocliin, and his allies, the Portuguese, against the 
Pimento Islands; and in the following year (1 of-o) he 
accompanied Manuel do Vasconcelos in an expedition to 
the Red Sea. Here he explored the wild regions of East 
Africa-, and stored his mind with ideas of scenery, which 
afterwards formed some of the most finished pictures of 
the Lusiad. t : . 

On his return to Goa, Camoens devoted his whole, 
attention to the completion of his poem: but nu unfor¬ 
tunate satire which, under the title of Jjispariifi'.': «a JWtM, 
or Follies in India, he wrote against the vioi.-:? and cor- 
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•Eruptions of the Portuguese authorities in Goa, so roused 
the indignation of the viceroy that the poet, was banished 
‘ to China. 

Of his adventures in China, and the temporary pros- 
perity he enjoyed there, while he held the somewhat un- 
congenial. office of Provedor dos deftmtos, i.e., Trustee for 
^ d eceased persons, Mickle has given an ample account in 
the introduction to the Lusiad. During those years 
•; Oamoens completed his poem, about half of which was 
li vmtten before he left Europe. According to a tradition, 
not improbable in itself, he composed great part of it in a 
■ .-.inatural-..-grotto; which commands a splendid view of the- 
city and harbour of Macao. An engraving of it may be 
ilsjs 2 en in Ouseley’s Oriental Collections, and another will 
;t e found in Sir G. Staunton’s Account of the Embassy ' 
■ l; 'i China. .■■■■■ 

s A little temple, in the Chinese style, has been erected 
pen the rock, and the ground around it has been orna- 
;■ lented by Mr. Fitzhugh, one of our countrymen, from 

t ^ espect to the memory of the poet. The years that he 
assed in Macao were probably the happiest of his life. Of 
is departure for Europe, and his unfortunate shipwreck at 
; ,*e mouth of the river Mcekhaun,* in Cochin China, Mickle 
■ aas also given a sufficient account. 

Lord Strangford has related, on the authority of Sousa, 
Mat while our poet was languishing in poverty at Lisbon, 

“ a cavalier, named Ruy de Camera, called on him one day, 
■’ Asking him to finish for him a poetical version of the seven 
?-Tiiieutial psalms. Raising his head from his wretched 
diet., and pointing,to his faithful Javanese attendant, he 
exclaimed, c Alas, wlien I was *a poet, I w r as young, and 
tappy, and blest with the love of ladies; but now I am a fer- 
icorn, deserted wretch. Sec—there stands my poor Antonio, 


Tlie Maekhann, or Caiuboja .—EiL 
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vainly supplicating fourpen.ee- to purchase .-a little coals-— 
I have them not to give him. 5 The oavalieiy.-.as Sousa 
relates, closed both his heart and his purse, and quitted 
the room. Such were the grandees of. Portugal.” Camoens- 
sanb under the pressure of penury and disease, and died, 
in an alms-house, early in 1579, and was buried in the 
church of Sta. Anna of the Franciscan Friars. Over his 
grave Gonzalo Coutinho placed the following inscription:—* 

“Hebe lies Lins de Camoens. 

He excelled all the poets oe his time. 

He lived poor and miserable, and he died so. 

MDLXXIX.” 

'The translator of the Lusiad was born, in 1734 a- 
Langholm, in Dumfriesshire, where Liis father, a gooi 
French scholar, was the Presbyterian minister. At the 
age of sixteen Wild am Julius Mickle was removed, to his 
great dislike, from school, and sent into the counting-hous- 
of a relation of his mother’s, a brewer, where, agaiust hi: 
inclination, he remained five years, He subsequently, fo? 
family reasons, became the head of the firm, and carried oi 
the business. It is not to be wondered at, however, than 
with his dislike to business in general and to this one in 
particular, ho did not succeed; and it is quite reasonable 
to suppose that the cause of his failure, aud subsequent 
pecuniary embarrassments, arose from In's having devoted 
those hours to his poetical studies which should have been 
dedicated to business. Mickle obtained afterwards the 
appointment of corrector of the Clarendon Press in Oxford, 
and died at Wheat] y, in Oxfordshire, jn 1789. 

\ ' Southey speaks of Mickle (Quartfahi Jtcoh-w, liii, p. 291 

as a man of genius who had‘ventured upon the chance of 
living by his literary labours, and says that lie st did not. 
over-rate the powers which he was conscious of possess¬ 
ing, knew that he could rely upon himself for their due 
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exertion, and .had sufficient worldly prudence to look out 
for a subject which was likely to obtain notice and 
patronage.” His other poems, Pollio, Sir Martyn, etc. 
with the exception of his Curnnor Hall, are not held in 
high estimation. , 

Describing the several poetic versions of the Lusiad, 
Mr. Musgrave says,* of Fanshaw’s version, that “its 
language is antiquated, and in many instances it travesties 
the original., and seldom long sustains the tone of epic 
gravity^suited' to the poem.••• • It is, however,” says he, “more 
faithful than the translation of Mickle, but it would be 
ungenerous,” he adds, “to dwell on the paraphrastic licences 
which abound in Mickle’s performance, and on its many 
interpolations and omissions. Mr. Mickle thought, no 
doubt,” says Musgrave, “that hv this process he should 
produce a poem which in its perusal might afford a higher 
gratification. iNor am. I prepared to say that by all 
readers this would be deemed a miscalculation. Let it 
not be supposed, however, that I wish to detract from 
the intrinsic merit of his translation. It is but an act of 
justice to admit, that it contains many passages of exquisite 
beauty, and that -it is. a performance which discovers much 
genius, a cultivated taste, and a brilliant imagination. 
Many parts of the original are rendered with great -facility, 
elegance, and fidelity. In poetical elegance I presume not 
to enter into competition with him.” 

For his own performance Musgrave claims the merit 
of greater fidelity to the original; but in respect of har¬ 
mony, in true poetic grace, and sublimity of diction,-his 
translation will bear no comparison with Mickle’s version ; 
for even Southey* j’n the article before quoted, though very 
hard upon his interpolations, admits that, “ Mickle was a 

* Thomas Moore Musgruve’s translation of The Lusiad is in 
blank verse, and is dedicated to the Earl of Chichester. 1 vol. Svo. 
Murray: 1S2G. . 
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man of genius ... a man whom we admire and respect; 
■whose -'memory is without a spot, and. ■whose, name will 
live among the English poets.” (Quarterly lie,view, liii. 
p. 29.) 

It only remains for me to say, that in order to place the. 
reader in a position to judge of the merits of this sublime 
effort of genius, I have distinguished Mickle’s longer 
interpolations by printing them in Bk. i. p. 24, in Italics, 
and in the first 300 lines of Bk. ix. by calling the attention 
of the reader to the interpolation by means of a foot¬ 
note. The notes are, in general, left as written by the 
translator, except in some cases where it seemed advisable 
to curtail them. Original notes are indicated : by the 
abbreviation.“ Ed.” 

THE EDITOR. 


Londox, 1877. 
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■ BY WILLIAM JULIUS MICKLE. 


/ Vhex the glory of the arms of Portugal had reached its meridian 
ii plendour. Nature, as if in pity of the literary rudeness of that 
I lation,.produced a great poet to record the numberless actions of 
: iigh spirit performed by- his countrymen. - Except Oscirius, the 
historians of Portugal are little better than dry journalists.- But 
t is not their inelegance which rendered the poet necessary. It 
s the peculiar nature of poetry to .give a colouring to heroic 
lotions, and to express indignation against breaches of honour, in a 
spirit which at once seizes the heart of the man of feeling, and 
j urries with it instantaneous conviction. The brilliant actions 
n the Portuguese form the great hinge which opened the door 
•to the most important alterations in.the civil history of mankind. 
And to place .these actions in the light and enthusiasm of poetry 
-.—that enthusiasm which, particularly assimilates the youthful 
breast to its own fires—was Luis de Camoens, the poet of Portugal. 

Different eities have claimed the honour of his birth. But 
according to N. Antonio, and Manuel Correa, his intimate friend, 
thih event happened at Lisbon in 1517.* His family was of con¬ 
siderable note, and originally Spanish, 'in 1370 Yasco Perez de 
’Caamans, disgustedu^t bhe; court of Castile, .fied ; to that of Lisbon, : 
where King Ferdinand immediately admitted him into his cotmcii, 
and gave him the lordships of Surdoa!, Punnetc, Marano, Amendu. 
and other considerable lands; a certain proof of the eminence of 
his rank and abilities. In the war for the succession, which broke 

* A in tin- arch I v.--- of the Portuguese India Tb-nse, <,n> 

h iiicii Lord •>! I'ALg^jvd relic.', plao-,> it hi 1o'J-t, or the following year.— lob 
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■out on the death of Ferdinand, Gaamans sided'with the King of 
Castile, and was killed, in the, battle of Aljabarrot-a.: But though 
John L, the victor, seized a great, part of his .estate, .his widow, the, 
daughter of Gohsalo Tereyro, grand master of the .Order of. Christ, 
and general of the Portuguese araiyj was not reduced beiicath her 
rank. . She. had three, sons, who took the name lbf 'Camochs., The ■ 
family of the eldest intermarried with the--first nobility of Portugal, 
and , even, according to. Cast-era-,, with the blood: royal.y But the . 
■family'of the second brother, whose fortunewas;;slender, had the 
superior honour to-produce the author of the Lusiad. , , v 
. Early in life the misfortunes of the poet began. In his infancy, 
Simon Yaz de Camoens; his father, commander of a vessel, . was; 
shipwrecked at 'Goa, where,'"with his life, the greatest'"part- of his 
. fortune was lost, . His mother, however, Anne de Macedo of Santa- 
rera, provided for the education of her son Luis, at. the University 
of Coimbra. What he acquired there his works discover ;:, an 
intimacy with the classics, equal to that of, a Scaligcr, hut directed 
by the taste of a Milton or a Pope. 

When he.left the university he, appeared at'court.., -He, -was , 
a polished scholar and very handsome,* possessing a most engaging 
mien and address, with the finest complexion,Which., added to the 
natural ardour-and,-gay - vivacity of his disposition, rendered him 
an • accomplished'gentlemani Courts are the scenes of intrigue, and 
intrigue was fashionable. at Lisbon. .But the particulars. of the 
amours of Camoens rest unknown,. This only appears: 1 he had 
aspired above his rank, for he was banished from .the court ; and. in : 
-several of his sonnets he ascribes this misfortune to lo\:e, ■ 

He now retired to his mother’s '"friends at Satiturem. Here he 
renewed, his studies, and began., his poem oiv.thfe discovery of India., 
•lohn III. at this, time prepared an -armament: against;Africa, 
Camoens, tired of his' inactive, obscure life, went to. Geitla in- this 
expedition, and greatly, distinguished his valour in Several rah- 
an,tres. In a naval engagement with the Moors im the Straits 
of Gibraltar, Camoens, in .-.the conflict of boarding, where he was/ 

. *• The French, translator gives ns so .fipfi a ■'description .;<>£ the person of 
Camoitns.- that it seems borrowed from tire Fain - Tales. It, is iiniversaliv 
agreed, however, that he was handsome, and lute! a most engaging mien and 
address. He is thus described bv Nicolas Antonio, “Jlaliwi'r-siatura /wi<»»- 
'ct came plena,. cctpillis usque ad croci 'colorem faresocniUniS, niax.i'me ■ i/i ; : 
■ jurerdide. Eminehat ei from, ct ■■ nasvs,camera: Jotigm,' dip-fine, 

crcwsiusculus.” . ... --Cg ,Yy-y A , : ;y ; 
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among the foremost,- lost his right eye. Yet neither the. hurry of 
actual service, nor the dissipation of the camp, coukl stifle his 
genius, lie continued his Lmiculas . : and • several of liis most 
beautiful sonnets wore written in Africa, while, as he expresses it, 

“ One hand the pen, and one the sword employ’d.” 

The fame of his valour had'now reached the Court, and he obtained 
permission to.' return to Lisbon; . But while Ire, solicited an estab¬ 
lishment which he had-merited in the ranks of battle, the malignity 
of evil tongues (as lie calls it in one of his letters) was injuriously 
: poured, upon him. Though the . bloom, of his. early youth was 
effaced by-several years’ residence under the:-scorching sky of 
Africa, and though altered by the loss of an eye, his presence gave 
, uneasiness to the gentlemen df some families of the first rank 
■'.where :lie-.h^:fdEhierly''-vjsited;.... jealous}' is the characteristic of 

■ the Spanish and. Portuguese; its resentment knows no bounds. 

' and Oamoens. now found it prudent to banish himself from his 

native.country.' Accordingly, in 1553 he sailed for India, with a 
resolution: never . to.-return.: As the. ship left the Tagus he ex-, 
claimed, ' in the words of. the sepulchral monument of Fcipio. 
Mn<&nw/t'-Ingra£ft.]Mtrifi,npn:-ppsgi<kbis ossa mm! ” (Ungrateful 
/country,, thou shal) not possess my -.bones-!). But be knew imr 
what evils in the East would awaken the remembrance of his native 
;:.fields. r ■/■'•.. 

■ AYheri, Oamoens arrived :in India, an expedition . was ready to 
sail to revenge the-King of Cochin, on the Kinsr of Pimenta. .Wit-h- 

‘ out any rest on shore after liis long voyage, he joined this arma¬ 
ment, and, in the, conquest of the Alagada Islands, displayed his 
: usual Bravery,;' But his .modesty, .perhaps, is his greatest -praise. 
In a sonnet he mentions this expedition : kWe went teepitnish the 

■ King of ■Pimenta,”hays he, e succedeahes beni’' ..(arid we’succeeded; 
well).; When It is : considered that the potto bore ho inconsiderable 
share in the victory,’no ode: can conclude more elegantly, more 

'happily than this., • .■■’■’:,: ■ ■ •^ ; - . . ’ 

In the yearlblkht-ing, he attended Manuel de Yasconcello in an 
expedition to the lied Sea. Ilcfe. says Farin, as Cmnoeus had no 
its*; for:his sword, he employed his, pen.. Eor.was-lu> actm.ty. 
confined to the licet or camp. II*; visited Mount Felix, and 
the adjacent inhospitable regions of Africa, which he w> strongly 
pictures in the Lusiad, and "n one of his little pieces, where no 
Lmentis tnc aidfcsme of his u.Mrcss. 
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When he returned to Goa, he enjoyed a tranquilily which en¬ 
abled him to bestow his attention on his c-pio poem. But this 
serenity was interrupted, perhaps by his own imprudence. He 
wrote some satires which gave offence, and by order of the viceroy, 
Francisco Barreto, he was banished to China. 

Men of poor abilities are more conscious of their embarrassment 
and errors than is commonly believed. When men of this bind 
are in power, they affect great solemnity; and every expression of 
the most distant tendency to lessen their dignity is held as. the 
greatest of crimes. Conscious, also,-how. severely the man of genius 
can hurt their interest, they bear an instinctive antipathy against 
him, are uneasy even in his company, and, on the slightest pretence,, 
are liappy to drive him from them. Camoens was thus situated at 
Goa; and never was there a fairer field for satire than thehulers of’: 
.India'.at that time afforded. Yet,'whatever.esteem.-the prudence of 
Camoens may lose in our idea, the nobleness of his disposition will 
doubly gain. And, so conscious was he of his.:real integrity ,and 
innocence, that in one of his sonnets; he wishes no: other revenge on 
Barreto than that the cruelty of his exile’should ever be romern- ■ 
bored.* 

The accomplishments and manners of Camoens soon found . him ; 
friends, though under the disgrace: of banishment. Ho was ap¬ 
pointed Commissary of the estates of deceased persons, in .the island 
of Macao, a Portuguese settlement on the coast of China.': Here he 
continued his Lusiad; and here, also, after five years--residence, he 
acquired a fortune, though small, yet equal 'to .'his'-, wishes. Don 
Constantine de Braganza wa.s now Yieeroy of India 1 and Camoens, 
desirous to return to Goa, resigned, hisfeharge. In.a ship, freighted., 
by himself, be set sail, but was-sldpwrecked in the gulf near the' 
mouth .of the'river Meekhaun, in Cochin--China...All-he had 
acquired was lost in the.waves: his poems, which-he.held in one- 
-hand, while he swam with the other, were all he found himself 
possessed of when he stood friendless on the unknown shore.. But 
the natives gave him a most humane reception; this he has im- 

•• *• Castera tells us, .“.that - posterity - -by- no-.means-; enters -into -.the' 
resentment of ,our poet, anil that the Porthgufcfc. historian's",make glorious 
mention of Barreto, who was a man of true merit.’’ ThePortuguese 
historians, however, knew not what, true merit was. The -brutal; ntieorn- 
inereial wars of Sampayo are by thorn .mentioned, as inueh more glorious 
than the less bloody campaigns of a Nuuio, wimh established commerce 
and empire. ( , 
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fnortalized in theprophetic song in the.tenth Lusiad ; band in tins 
seventh he tells us that here he lost the wealth which satisfied his 
wishes.:'. 

Agora da esperanpaja adquirida, etc. 

1 “Now blest, with all the wealth fond hope conic! crave, 

Soon f boheid that wealth beneath the wave 
- - ' For ever lost-,:—— : 

! , Mydifedike JudahVHeaven-doom’d king of yore . 

By miracle prolong'd,” 

On the hanks of the Meekhaun, he wrote his beautiful paraphrase 
of the 137th Psalm, where the Jews, in the finest strain of poetry, 
are represented as hanging their harps on the willows by the rivers 
of Babylon,:and,weeping their : exile from their native country. 
-Here .Camoens continued some time, till an opportunity offered to 
carry him to Goa.- Wheh.be arrived at that city, Don Constantine 
de. Braganza, the b viceroy, .whose characteristic was politeness, 
admitted■ him -into intimate friendship, and Camoens was happy 
; till - Count . Redondo assumed the government. Those who had 
formeiiy pirocufed ,the banishment of the satirist were silent while 
Constantine"was in power. But now they exerted ail their arts 
against him.. Redondo, when he entered oh office, pretended to be 
the friend of Camoens; yet, with the most unfeeling indifference, 

. lie. suffered the innocent man to he thrown into the common, prison. 

. After;all the delay, of bringing, witnesses, Camoens, in a public, trial, 

. fully.refuted;:eyery accusation against his conduct while commissary 
at- Macao, and his enemies were loaded - with ignominy and .reproach. 
;Buf Camoens had some creditors band these detained him in prison 
a considerable time, till the gentlemen of Goa began to .be ashamed 
that a man of his singular merit should experience such, treatment 
among: them. Ho was set at liberty; and again he .assumed. the 
profession of arms, and i’cceh T ed the allowance oi a gentieman- 

* Ilavinr named the. Macon, or Meekhaun, a rivtr of Cochin China. 

Usff rtcebera placido, e bratido, 

V . So i'iii regar.o o Cania, que rnolhctdoL tic, 

•; I.Herallv thus: “On his• gentle hospitable bosom (sic brando -poeticr) shall 
: -he:.teeeive the song, -wet from woful unhappy, shipwreck, escaped, from 
(lesirovmg tempests, from ravenous dangers, the effect - of the uuinst 
sentence upon Ojm, whose lyre shall be more renowned than enrirmU.” 
When flamocns- Was-. eonrmiSsary, he visited the islands of Tcrnaie, Timor, 
etc., describei i* tb f - Ln'-md. 
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volunteer, a character, at thot time: coimaon in 'Portuguese India. 
Soon after, Pedro Barreto (appointed governor of i he lbrf of Sotala), 
by high promises, allured the poet to attend.Irim'dhither..;.::(Thee 
governor of a distant forts’ in-'' abarbarousicountry, shares in some 
measure, the fate of ati exile. Yet, though.the: only motive...of 
Barreto was, in this unpleasant situation, to retain the: conversation; 
of Camoens at.liis table, it .was his. least care, to render the life of 
his: guest' agreeable. .Chagrined witb . his treatment, and a con¬ 
siderable time having elapsed in vain dependence upon Barreto, 
Camoens resolved to return to bis nati ve country. A ship, on the 
homeward voyage, at this time touched at Sotala., and several , 
gentlemen * who were on board were desirous that Campens.should 
accompany them. But this the, governor ungenerously.endeavoured 
. to prevent, and : charged him with a debt for board. Anthony de 
Cabral, however, and Hector de Sylve3 r ra, paid the demand, and 
Camoens, says Faria, and the honour of Barreto were sold together. 

After an absence of. sixteen 'years, Camoens, in .1561.'. returned 
, to Lisbon, unhappy even in his arrival, for the pestilence then 
raged In''that city, and prevented his publishing for three years. 
At last, in 1572, he. printed liis Lusiad, which, in the opening of 
the first hook, in a most elegant turn of compliment,: he addressed 
to his prince, King Sebastian,, then.in his eighteenth /year. The 
king, says, the French translator, was so • pleased- with his. merit, 
that he gave the author a pension of 4000 reals, on-condition that , 
he should reside at court. ■ But this salary, savs the, same Ariter, 
was withdrawn by Cardinal. Henry, who .succeeded' to thebrowri of 
Portugal, lost by Sebastian at the battle of Alcazar. \ 

, But this story of the pension is very doubtful. Correa and/ 
other contemporary authors do not mention it,' though sonte late : 
writers have given credit to it. . If Camoens. however, had a 
pension, it is highly probable that Henry deprived .him of it.: 
While Sebastian was devoted to the chase, bis grand-uncle, the 
cardinal,, presided at th e council board, and .Camoens, in his address 
to the king,.which closes the Lusiad, advises'.him to exclude the 
clergy from State affairs. It was easy to see that the cardinal': was 
here intended.. And Henry, besidoo, was one of ..those statesmen 

* Aceonbrig to the Portuguese Life of iCamoiins, prefixed to Gedroii's,' 
the.best edition of his works, Diogo de. Ckratoy the historian, one of the 
company in this homeward voyage, wroic annotations np.m the Lusiad,' 
under the eye of its author. But these, unhappily, have rawer appeared in 
public. ( 
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who can. perceive uo benefit resulting to the public from elegant, 
literatim*. But it ought also to be added in completion of his 
enaracter, that under the. narrow views and weak hands of this 
Henry, the kingdom: of Portugal fell into utter ruin; and on his 
death, whiclk'closed-a short inglorious reign, the crown of Lisbon, 
after.it'faint stmggle, was annexed to that of Spain. Such, was 
tin: degeneracy of the Portuguese, a degeneracy lamented in vain 
; hy VCambens, whose observation of it.'was imputed to him as a; 
: crime. ; ■ . . 

Though .the great * patron of. theological literature—a species 
the reverse' of ..that of Camoens—certain it. is, that, the author 
.. of the Lusiad was utterly neglected by Henry, under-whose 
inglorious, reign he died in all the. misery of poverty. By some,' 

,j : . j* Cardinal H'emy’s patronage of learning and learned men is mentioned 
! |with cordial esteem by the.Portuguese writers.' Happily they also tell us 
I jwhat. that, learning rvas. It., was to him the; Romish Friars of the East 
I rtransmitted their childish forgerios .of inscriptions and miracles. He 
j J corns ponded, with them, directed their labours, and received the first, 
a accounts of their success. Under lus patronage it was discovered, that bt. 

: Thomas ordered the Indians to worship the'cross; and that the Moorish 
|! itradition of Perimal (who, having embraced Mohammedanism,. divided his 
j! kingdom among his officers, whom he rendered tributary to the Zamorim) 
:• was a malicious: misrepresentation, for that, Perimal. having, turned 
: , Christian, .resigned his kingdom and became a monk. Such, was the leafn- 
: mg patronized-,by Henry, under whose auspices that horrid tribunal, the 
; Imposition : \vas ; erected ;at Lisbon.; where he. himself long presided' as 
Imptisitor-thmevaL 'Xor "was he; content. Avitlv this:, he established an 
Inquisition, also, at (3oa, and sent a Wiiole ajipnratu.s of hoiy fathers to fonv. 

1 a court of inquisitors, to suppress the Jews and reduce the native Chris¬ 
tians to the,,see or Koine. Mor must the treatment experienced by 
Ihidiariaii at ' Lisbon, be,here' omitted. John HI., earnest to: promote the 
'••duitiyafihas'of.pplitb.jiteraturit among his subjects, engaged dhichonan, the, 
most eiiwnut i.atmist. perhaps,: ofmodern.times, to teach pbilosouhv and 
the hdlfs .lettres. at ■'•Lisbon; .But the design of. the monarch, was soon 

' •frustrated -bv -the .clergv,.at -the. head of. whom was Henrv. afterwards 

knif, Bnctianau avas committed to prison, because* it was alleged that 
hi hadt-aien ilesh in Lent, and because in his early youth, at ki. ’And reiv’s 
- )r, Beotiaml, he hod written ■ a-.satire against the Franciscans;. for which, 

; however;- ere in* ■ would* venture ..to-. Lisbon, John had promised absolute, 
indemnity/' John, with.much diincutty, procured his release.from a loath.- 
mu.* ji;l hut could md efiur Ins n Im.ttu.n a ate mini. _NV, i < ,n!\ 

■; I'.sgt . 5 I i.-pii'im. tm T’ljehan.iti was'enl ton monasiery “ tu b i:i tti.eti i 
> tn* r>i in , <A t n i) imimHiV pifiom £<i Iia li m\. ’< ** thn 

chtii U , i *■ * i«i* ir jap ll Pmhni.n u/< n i <n , 11 \ > i > -o j 

cmAkTrfuiwnis tynarirt “ Not ’uncivilized; not rlagitious, but ignorant of •. 
j .: avery reiigieaJ' 'i t ■ 
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it is. said, die died in an almshouse. It appears, however, that 
lie had not even the, certainty of subsistence ; 'whIcl^•t ; hese;hddses , . 
provide. He had. a black servant, who had grown oid with him, 
and who had long experienced his master’s humanity. This 
grateful dependant, a native of Java, who, according io some writers, 
saved his master’s life in the unhappy shipwreck where he lost 
his. effects,.begged in the streets of Lisbon for the only man in 
i Portugal on whom God had bestowed those talents which have a 
tendency to erect the spirit of a downward age. To the eye of a 
careful observer, the fate of Canteens, throws great light on that 
. of his country, and will appear strictly connected with it. The 
same ignorance, the same.degenerate spirit, which suffered. Gamoens 
to depend on his share of tlie alms begged in. the streets by his 
old hoary servant—the same spirit . which caused this, sank, dim 
kingdom of Portugal into the most abject vassalage ever ex¬ 
perienced by a conquered nation. While the grandees of Portugal 
•were - : blind'.’to the ruin wbich impended., over tbern, Gamoens 
beheld it with a pungency of grief which,.hastened his end. In 
. one of his letters he has these remarkable words, “ JEni fim accaberey. 

ct, vida, e verram todos que fuij a/eifoada a mrnho ■patridy etc.— 1 “ I' 

, am ending 1 the course of my life, the world will witness diow I 
i have loved mv country. I have returned, not. dnly to die in her 
; bosom, but to die with her.” In another letter, written . a little 
before' bis death, he thus, yet with dignity, complains, “ Who 
has seen on so small a theatre as my poor bed, such arepresenta¬ 
tion of the disappointments of "Fortune. And I, as if she could 
not herself subdue me,d have yielded and become of 'her'party';-;: 
for it ..were wild audacity . to hope, to surmount ’such/ accumu¬ 
lated evils.” 

In this unhappy , situation, in 1579, in his sixty-second year, 
the year after the fatal defeat of Don Sehastian, . duxl Luis de: 
Gamoens, the greatest literary, genius . ever produced by Portugal; 
in martial courage and spirit of ’ honour nothing inferior: tdrher 
. greatest heroes. And. in a . manner suitable fb the pbverty in 
which lie died was he buried. . Soon, jafitr, however,, .'many : 
epitaphs honoured his memory ;.‘the .greatness"of Ids iherit. wus' 
universally confessed, and his Lusiad was translated into, various 
languages.* For ought. it. to he omitted, that the man. so 

'*■ According t.o Gedron. a seeoiid edition, of . the Xitsiad appeared in the 
same year with the first; There are two Italian and lifar..Spanish trans- 
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miserably neglected by the weak king Henry, was earnestly cn- 
inired after by Philip of Spain when he assumed the crown 
if Lisbon. When Philip heard that Camoens was dead, both 
uis words and his •'countenance expressed his disappointment 
md grief. ■ s:-c;' ; . 

From the whole tenor of his life, and from that spirit which 
Pgiows throughout; the Lusiad, it evidently appears that the courage 
. -.and'manners of Camoens flowed from truer greatness and dignity" 
dot soul;Though his polished conversation was often courted 
|by - the great, he appears so distant from servility. that his impru- 
■; ideuce in this' respect is by some highly blamed. Yet the instances 
dpLit'by^ttb'iineahsh'e^rVe’that'seventy.'pf: censure with which some 
..writers have condemned him. ; Unconscious of the feelings of 
;|ii Camoens, they knew hot .that a carelessness in. securing the 
;i|;'niles of fortune, and an open honesty of indignation, are .almost 
Inseparable from-'.the enthusiasm of fine imagination. The truth 
j. ; , the man- possessed;of true genius feels his. greatest happiness in. 
i It re pursuits. and ..excursions of. the mind, and therefore makes 
f! a . estiihate of : things .very different from that of; him whose 
|i nremitting attention, is : devoted to his external interest. The 
profusion of, Camoens is also censured. Had he.dissipated the 
i; wealth Uhedacqhired : at Macao, his profusion indeed had. been 
£ criminal';- but,it does hot ,aii)]iear that: he ever enjoyed'any other 
’i/.'pportimity. of acquiring independence. But Camoens was un¬ 
fortunate, and the unfortunate man is viewed— 

, . . ^Through..the dim shade his fate easts o'er him: . 

: .;V- /A-shade'that spreads its 'evehiii^.darkness.'o’er-''';.;':.. 

; His bi-ightesi virtubs, while it shows his foibles , :: 
"'•l\''/;h''-' : '--f'C^owdxag;iihd : ''6b>dous;as''th^'ihi(laigJit;stare,- 

:, ; > ''-';:.;.WhifeVKi!i'the : iiun'shine'of .prosperity ; - ;- • 

.; Never had hem descried.” 

■ Yet,-after the strictest discussion, when all the causes are weighed 
' together, -the misfortimes of Camoens will' appear the fault; and 
disgrace of.his age auef..country., end not of the nmn. His talents 

; b'-aons :o.f'-ipjf : :'.iA.-vl)undyed years;; before Castera’s version it,'appeared 'in 
; i'!'<:ueh; Thomas de Faria, Bp,-of Targa in Africa, translated it nitu Latin. 
• j." V, Nicrt'on savs-'there were two other Latin translations. It is irasw- 
: lutedvaifei. into Hebrew, with great- elegance .and spirit, by one I.uzzntui. a 
; jin-i-irigeriic#s-Jew, author of several poems in that language, who 

: Used : in' the iioly-i*aau.-- 
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would have secured him an apartment in, the palace of Augustus, 
but such talents are a curse to llieir possessor in an illiterate 
nation. In a beautiful, digressive exelamation .at the end of the 
Lusiad, he-affords us a striking view; of the neglect■■•which: he 
experienced. Having mentioned how the greatest heroes .of 
antiquity revered and cherished the muse, ho thus characterizes 
the nobility of his own age and country. 

. “ Alas ! on Tago’s hapless shore alone 

The muse is slighted, and her charms unknown ; 

For (his, no Virgil here attunes tho lyre, 

. No Homor here awakes the hero’s .fire;; .. . 

Unheard, in vain their native poet sings, . 

And cold neglect weighs down the muse’s wings.” 

In such an age, and among such a-: barbarous nobility, what but 
wretched neglect could be the fate of a Gamoens! After all, 
however, if he was imprudent on-his first appearance at the court 
of John III.; if the honesty of his indignation led him into great 
imprudence, as certainly it did, when at Goa lie satirised the 
viceroy and the first persons in power yet let; it also be re- • 
membered, that “The gifts of imagination bring the heaviest; task 
upon the vigilance of reason. ; , and to bear: those faculties with.... 
unerring rectitude, or invariable propriety, reqtiires; a degree of 
firmness and. of cool attention, which. doth mot always; attend the; 
higher gifts of the mind. Yet, difficult, as nature, herself seeing , 
to. have rendered the task of regularity to genius, it is the 
supreme consolation of dullness and of folly to point will: Gothic 
triumph to those excesses which are 'thevOvdrflow>!ig.s.;b(;feeulties 
they never enjoyed.: Perfectly unconscious that they 'arcIndebted 
to their stupidity for. the consistency of their conduct, they plume 
themselves on an imaginary virtue. which has its origin in .whatr 
is really their disgrace.—Let such, if such dare approach the 
shrine of Camoens, withdraw to a respectful distance; and should 
they behold the ruins of genius, or the weakness of an exalted 
mind, let them be taught to lament that: nature has left the 
noblest of her works imperfect. 5 ***. 

*• Tin’s passage in inverted commas is cited, with the - alteration of the 
name only, from Langhornc’s account of- the life of William -Collins. 



DISSERTATION ON THE LUSIAD. 
AND ON EPIC POETRY, 


BY THE TRANSLATOR. 


ijl 7 -hkh,. V.oltaire -.was in England, previous to his publication. 

f his Ilenriadc, lie.’ published, in English an essay on the. epic 
j| idetfry : of :;tlie' ; Eur^pean-'pationsl In this he both highly praised, 

1 nd- severely;:attacked* the Lusiad; In: his-'-French editions of 
! his essay, he has unade various alterations, at different times, in 
|< he article on Camoens.. It’is not, however, improper to premise?, 
hat sc.nne'most amazing falsities will he,here.detected; the gross 
misrepresentation;; of every objection refuted: ’ arid demonstration 
\ brought, •' tliaii when;Voltaireybote his English essay, his know- 
i t-due of Hie Lusiad was entirely borrowed from the hold, harsh, 
mpoeiical version of Fanshav. 

’■. ; L'- 'hh^hile..'-tCrissirio,”.-''S£iys-. hhdtaire, b was clearing : away the- 

- rubbish in Italy, which 'barbarity and ignorance had heaped, up 
•or teu centuries in the way of the. arts and sciences, Camoens, 

Foriugsl, steered a new course, and acquired a reputation which 
lasts ;still Em'origilriStqountiyniehhyho"- pay as :hiuch respect to .his 
-..i!iemOTy,as:tholEriglishtoMihon.’’.: l.- t . .■ \..w 

Among other passages of the Lusiad wliich he criticises is that 
where ‘t Adamastor, : the giant of the Gape of Storms, appears to 

- LiiCiri, vralking in tlvi .depth of. the sea: his head, reaches to the 
idm-is; ihe storms, ttic winds, the thunders, and the light tbng : 
hang about him; his aims hre extended over the waves. It is 
the--guardian of that foreign ocean, unploughed before by any ship 1 . 
Jh '‘nujpl tiii'- of being obliged to submit to fate, and to tie 
auihei-m.-. undertaking of the Portuguese, and ibremlls them all 
the misfortunes* they must undergo’ in the Indies. 1 belie-, e 
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that such a fiction would he thought noble and proper in all ages, 
and in ail nations. 

m “ There is another, which perhaps-Would have pleased .the 
. Italians, as well as the''Portuguese;-.blit no other nation;besides 
it is the enchanted island, called the Island of Bliss;- which;- the 
fleet finds in its way home, just rising from the sea, for their 
comfort, and for their reward. Camoens descjibcs that place,-as; 
Tasso some years after depicted ids island of Armida. There a 
supernatural power brings in all the : beauties, and presents all. the. 
pleasures which nature can afford, and the heart .may wish for ;. 
a goddess, enamoured : with -Vasco Ae Gama, carries him to the. 
top of a high mountain, from whence she show's, him all the 
, kingdoms of the'earth, and foretells the fate of Portugal. ; 

“ After Camoens hath given loose to his "fancy'; in- the descrip¬ 
tion of the pleasures which Gama and his /crew enjoyed in the 
island, he takes care to inform the reader, that he ought to under¬ 
stand by this fiction nothing but the satisfaction -which" \ : tbe ; 
virtuous man feels,: and the -glory, which accrues to him,, by the 
practice of virtue; but the best excuse tor such an invention is 
the charming, style in which' it; is delivered (if we .may believe 
the Portuguese), for the beauty of the. elocution sometimesmakes 
amends for the faults of the poet, as ;tlie colouring of -Rubens makes 
some defects in his figures pass unregarded. 

. “ There is another kind of machinery continued throughout all 
the.poem, which nothing can excuse; that is,an injudicious mixture-- 
of the heathen gods.-with our religion. Gama in a storm addresses 
his prayers to Christ, hut it is Venus who comes,,to lus relief; 
the heroes are Christians, and the poet heathen.■ The main, 
design which the Portuguese -are supposed to have (next-.\to 
promoting their trade) is to propagate Christianity; yet Jupiter, , 
Bacchus,, and Venus, have in. their hands all the management 
of the voyage. So incongruous a machinery casts a..1)lemish .upon-, 
the whole 'poem ;yet it shows at the same time how prevailing are 
its beauties since the Portuguese like ft wfth. all its faults.V ft; 

' The Lusiad, says Voltaire, contains, “ a soft of epic poetry un¬ 
heard. of before. No heroes are;wg>unded a thousand dHteveut ways; 
no Woman enticed away, and the woedd over',unied for her Cause.” 
But the very want of these, in. place of supporting the objection . 
, intended by Voltaire, points out the; happy ..judgment and peculiar 
excellence of; Camoens.. If Homer, .has given us all;-the'''-fire : ,hiid''' 
hurry of battles, he, has also given his. all the -..uninljafestiug', tiresome. 
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detail. What reader but must be tired with the deaths of a 
■ < thousand heroes, who are never mentioned before, nor afterwards, 
in the poem. Yet, in every battle we are wearied out with such 
<?aze£fe-relurns of the slain and wounded as— 

, ‘Hector Priamides when Zeus him glory gave, 

r. Assreus first. Autcraoiis, he slew ; - 

Ophites, Klylis' - f>n beside; 

Opiuntius also. .Agftiatis to:), 

Avsymnus, and I lie 

, ; . HipponoUs, chiefs on Danaian side, 

■ And thou the multitude.”' 

Homer's Iliad. l»k. xi. 299, etseq.p- 
,(W. G. T. Barter's translation.) - 

j; ■ .And: corresponding to it is VirgiPs JSneid, bk.. x. line .74-7,yet 

Ij! seq-Tr-; 

[i “ By. Gredicns AIeathous was slain ; 

i ■■■■..■■ Sacrat.or laid Hydaspes on the plain ; 

! Orsfes the strong to greater strength must yield, . 

lie, with Pavihcuius, were by liapo killed. 

,, : Then brave Messapus Ericetfes slow, 

Who from Lycaon’s blood;his lineage drew.” 

| : . -Dbydex's version. : 

ij ;With such catalogues is every battle extended.: and what can be- 
^ more tiresome than such timneerestmg descriptions, and their 
Imitations by If the idea of the battle lie raised’ by such enume¬ 
ration, still the coriy and original are so near each other. that- they 
can never please in two'separate ipoems. . Nor are the; greater part- 
of tlie hattids; of the i&neid much more distant -than. 1 hose of ilm 
Iliad.': Though. Yirgil with, great art has introduced .'a -..Camilla, 
a Pallas, arid 1 a. Lausus, .still, in many particulars, ’anddn the action 
upon the -.whole,’- there is • such, a sameness with the Iliad, tliat the 
learned reader of the /Eneid is deprived of the pleasure -inspired .by 
originality. . If the -man of taste,.however, will bepleased- to mart 
how' the' genius -of a.‘Virgil has bnariitged a Avar after Homer, lie 
will: certainly .be tired with'a dozen epic-poems in die same 
style. .Where the. siege of a town aud battles arc.the subject of -an 
epic; there will,- of. necessity, in the characters and-circumstances, 
be iKwUibtance t.'Homer: and '•Mob pew mild she, fv tatu 
originality.; : :IIaj*piIy for Tasso,,the variation of manners, and .t is 
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masterly superiority over Homer in describing his dueispMs given 
to his Jerusalem an- air of novelty. Yet, with all the difference 
between Christian and pagan heroes, we have a Priam, an Agamem¬ 
non, an Achilles, etc., armies slaughtered, : and : A city besieged. 
In a' word, we have.a handsome copy of the Iliad in the Jerusalem 
/- Delivered.; If some imitations,Jiowevei, have been successful, how 
man} 7 other epics of ancient and modern times have hurried-down 
the stream of obli vion ! Some of their authors had poetical merit,- 
but the fault was in the choice, of their subjects. So fully is the 
strife of war exhausted by Homer; that ,Virgil and Tasso eould.add 
to it but little novelty'; no wonder, therefore, that so nmhy .epics - 
oh battles and sieges have been suffered to sink info utter neglect, 
Gamoens, perhaps, did not -/weigh, .these' circumstances, bnt./ the 
strength of his poetical genius directed him. Tie could not-hut 
feel what it. was to read Virgil after .Homer ; aud the original turn 
and force' of his mind .led ..him from the beaten track of Melon's 
and Lavinia’s, Achilles’s and Hectors sieges and slaughters, where 
/the hero hews down, and drives to. flight,, whole armies with his 
own sword. Camoens was the first- who wooed., the modern Epic 
/ Muse, and. she gave him the,wreath of: a first lover .• a soft of epic 
; poetry unheard of before; or, as Voltaire calls it. line i/ouneJie 
cs/.ecc d’ijpoyee'i'ajxd. the:grandest subject-'if.is/lpcif profane history) 
which the world has ever beheld.* A voyage esteemed.-too "great 
; for man to dare ; the adventures of this,voyage t)trough. imkhown 
oceans deemed unuavigable ; the eastern.world'happily discovered, 
and for ever indissolubly joined and given .to, the western; the 
grand Portuguese.empire in.the East founded ; the humanization 
of mankind, and universal commerce; the consequence! What arc ■ 
.the adventures of an old, fabulous hero’s arrival in Britain, what, 
are Greece and Latium in arins'Jof a woman /compared.', to tins !. 
.Troy is in ashes, and even the .Roman empire is no .more, -.Bui 

* The drama and the epopceia arc in nothing so diiFefcnt as ;in this*-! 
the subjects of the drama are inexhaustible, those /ofihe epopoha are; 
perhaps exhausted. He who chooses war. avd Warlike characters, 
cannot appear as' an original. It w^s \vel I for '%e memory of Pope '/that, 
he did not. write the epic poem he intended. It would have been onlya 
copy of Virgil. Camoens and Milton have ''beets 'happy hi life novelty of 
their subjects, and these .they have . exhausted. There eruiriot ..possibly he . 
so important a voyage as - that which, gave the eastern world, to the 
'western. And, did even the story of Columbus niTimt materials etpial to 
that of Gama, the adventures' of the liero, and the view, of the exthat of 
his discoveries must now. appear as servile copies of the Lusiad. : / - '/. 
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; the effects of the voyage, adventures, and bravery of the hero of 
the Lusiad will.be felt and beheld, and perhaps increase in im¬ 
portance, while the world shall remain, 

nappy hi? his.choice, happy, also was the genius .of Cam ceils' 
in the method of pursuing hi.- subject. He has not. like Tasso, 
given it a total apjicaranee of fiction ; nor has he, like Lucan, 
excluded allegory and poetical machinery. Whether he intended 
it or not (for his genius was sufficient to suggest its propriety), the 
judicious precept of Petronius * is the model of the Lusiad. That 
/.elegant writer proposes a; poem oh the civil war, and no .poem, 
.ancient or ■■modem, merits the character there sketched out in any. 
; : degree comparative to the. Lusiad. A truth' of history is preserved; 
/, yet, what is improper for the historian, the ministry of Heaven is, 

/ employed, and the free spirit of poetry throws itself into fictions 
. I which -makes the whole-appear as an effusion of prophetic fury, and 
I not- like a rigid detail, of facts, given under the sanction of witnesses. 

I: ’ Contrary, to Lucan, who, in the above rules, drawn from the nature 
•j of poetry, is severely condemned by Petronius, Camoilns conducts 
. his. poeiii perambages Beorumque miin'skria. The 'apparition, 

1 which in the night hovers athwart the fleet near the Cape of Good 
j Hope, is. the grandest fiction, in human composition:’’ the invention 
; his ; own 1 In' the Island, of Venus,, the use of which fiction in 
an epic poem is also his own, he has given the completes! assem- 
. ' Wage. of all the flowers which j have- ever, adorned the bowers of 
love. And,: never was the furentis animi vaticinatio more con- 
=' sspicuously,.displayed- than; in the. prophetic song, the view of the 
/ Spheres, and the . globe of the earth. ./Tasso’s' imitation of the 
, Island of Venus is/not equal to the original ;■ arid, though “ Virgil’s 
• vmyrtles f. dropping.LloaT are nothing to Tasso’s enchanted forest," 

- what are. all Ismeno’s enchantments to the grandeur and horror. 
of '.-the.’vapjieafanc®,-' pfbpjiccy,' arid vanishment of the spectre of 
. -rOamoens! $•, It has long been agreed among critics, that the 
solemnity of religious observances gives great dignity to. the his- 
•--..torieai, narrative ■ of . epic poetry-.; Camoeus, in the -embarkation 
of- the fleet-, and in several other places, is peculiarly happy in the 

• Se« his Satyricon.— Ed. » f See letters on Chivalry and Romance. 
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dignity'' of religious allusions. Manners and character are also , fe- ; 
quired in the epic poem. But all the epics which-have appeared 
are, except two, mere copies of the iliad in these respects. Every 
one has its''- Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax, and •: Ulysses; its ;calm,, 
furious, gross, and intelligent hero. (Jaxnoens -and■Milton .happily 
. left this beaten track, this exhausted lield, and have given us 
pictures of manners unknown in the Iliad, the AEneid, and all those. 

' .poems : which may be classed with the Th chain. The Lusiad 
abounds with pictures of manners, from those, of. the highest 
chivalry , to those of. the rudest, fiercestj and. most innocent bar-: 
barism. In tlie fifth, sixth, and ninth books, Leonardo, and Veloso • 
.are painted in stronger, colours than any of;the inferior characters 
in Virgil. But • character, 'indeedj'' is not the excellence : of ;the; 
vEneid. That of -Monzaida, the friend of Gama, is much superior 
to that of Achates. The - base,- selfish-, 'perfidious and cruel character ■'. 
; of the Zamorim and the Moors, are painted in the strongest colours: 
and the character of Gama himself is that of the ..finished...' hero. 

,. His cool command of his. passions, his deep sagacity, Iris fixed, 
intrepidity, his tenderness of heart, his manly .piety, and his high 
enthusiasm in the love of his country arc all -'displayed-■■in the 
superlative degree. Let him who objects the .want' of character 
to the Lusiad, beware lest he stumble upon its praise ; lest he only ; 
say, it wants an Achilles, a Hector, and a Priam; And, to .the 
novelty of the manners of the Lusiad let the novelty of;fmwarms 
also he added. It has been said that the buckler, the how, and 
■ the spear,'must continue the arms : of poetry. Yet-, however, un¬ 
successful others may have'been, Gambons has proved that fire¬ 
arms may be introduced with the. greatest dignity, and the finest 
effect in the epic poem. ’ 

. . As the grand interest of commerce and of nmukimh forms the ' 
Subject of the Lusiad,’ so, with great 'propriety,-■•'■as necessary, ac- 
.conipanimcnts to the voyage of his hero,, the . author has giveil 
poetical pictures, of the. lour .parts of the vvorld—hi the t'nird 
; hook a view of Europe p in the fifth, a view;of Africa; and in. : 
the tenth, a picture, of :Asia mid Americadl ’Homcn- arid .Virgil : 
have been . highly praised for flieir judgment hi the ■■ choice of 
subjects which interested their countrymen, and Statius has been. 
as severely condemned for his uhin'teresting choice. But, though the 
subject of Cainoens be particularly, interesting : to his.' own eountry-; 
men, it has also the peculiar happiness .to-- 'be the poem of every - 
trading nation. It is the epic poem of the biAh < f commerce, 
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and, in a particular manner, the epic poem of whatever country 
has the control and possession of the commerce of India.? 

An unexhausted fertility and variety of poetical description, 
an unexhausted elevation of sentiment, and a constant tenor of the 
grand simplicity of . diction, complete the character of the Lusiad 
of Camoens: a poem which, though it has hitherto received from 
the public most unmerited neglect, and from the critics most 
flagrant injustice, was yet better understood by the greatest ]>wt 
of Italy. Tasso never did his judgment more credit than when he 
confessed that, he dreaded L'amoens as a rival : or his generosity 
. more honour than when he addressed the elegant sonnet to the 
hero of the Lusiad, commencing— . 

• .••••••« Vasco, le-cni felid-, ardite antenne 

!'';>h : V In contro al sol, ehe ne liporta il giorno.” ■ 

i ’ ■. It only remains .to give some account, of the version of the 
Lusiad which is how offered to the. public. Beside the iransla.- 
. tiphs mentioned in . the life of Camoens, M. Duperron De. Castera, 

' in T7-35;- gave, in French prose, a loose unppe.tical paraphrase f of 
the.: Lusiad. ; Nor does* Sir ■.■■Richard Fanshaw’s. -English version, 
published' during the. usurpation of Cromwell,.'-merit a better 
I •'character.'.'. ' Though stanza;he rendered for stanza, though tat first 
■ view-.it has the abearance.of.being exceedingly-literal,-■■■this version 
: ',is''' v .Txeyfeithei^s? ; exceedingly unfaithful. Uneountenanced by his 

“Teems with many a dead-bora jest." J 
Nor had-he the least idea of: the dignity of the epic, style,§ or of 

* Hence the^great interest which >ve as Britons either do. or ought to, 

> "feel:-in'.'.this hob]e. epic. p We are the .'successors. of the Portuguese in the 
poKsension anci: government, of India;: and therefore what interested them 
hVust have hh- nhias.the aotual .pbssessors, a double interest.—7 k?. 
r\.'!rt:'.Q^tbrh'-was'cyery';'.way unequal to his.task. He-did-not,‘perceive his- 
author’s beauties, He either- suppresses- or lowers the., most poetical 
passages.-and substitutes French tinsel and impertinencem their place. 
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the true spirit of poetical translation. For this, indeed, no 
defini te rule can be given; The -translator's., feelings alone must 
direct him, for the spirit of poetry is sure to evaporate -in.- literal 
: translation. 

Indeed, literal translation of poetry is a solecism... You may 
construe your author, indeed, but, if with some translators you 
boast that you have left your author to speak, lor. himself, that 
you have neither added nor diminished, you have in reality grossly 
abused him, and deceived yourself. Your literal translation can 
have no claim to the original felicities of expression ;- the .energy, 
elegance, and fire of the original poetry. It may bear, indeed, a 
resemblance: but such a one as a corpse in the sepulchre bears to 
the former man when he moved in the bloom and vigour of life, 

Ncc vcrbim verbo curabis rcddcre, fidua . 

Interpret. 

was the taste of the Augustan age.;. None but a .poet'can Trans-' 
late a poet. The freedom which this precept gives, wiT, therefore, 
iif a poet’s hands, not only infuse the energy, elegance, and llre of 
his author’s poetry into his own version, but will: give it also the 
spirit.of an original. 

He who can construe may.perform all that is claimed by the. 
literal translator. He who attempts the manner of translation 
prescribed by Horace, ventures upon a task of genius. Yet, how¬ 
ever daring the undertaking, and however he may have failed in it, 
the translator acknowledges, that-in this spirit he has endeavoured 
to give the Lusiad in English. Even farther liberties, in one or two 
instances, seemed to him advantageous-- Hut a minuleness* in 

skilful hands were printed ami published without In's knowledge or consent, 
and before he could give them his last- finishing strokes: such , was his' 
translation of the Liniad.*’ He can never have enough of conceits, low 
allusions, and expressions. When gathering of :flowers is siniplv men¬ 
tioned (C. 9. st. '24) he gives it. “gather'd flowers by peeks;” and the 
Indian Regent is avaricious (C. 8. st.'95)— ( 

Meaning a better penny thence io get. 

But enough of these .have already appeared in the notes. It may be 
necessary to add. that the version of Fanshaw, though• f ile Lusiad Verv 
particularly requires ihem, wn« given to the public without one note. 

.* Some liberties of a less poet,ieal kind, however, require to be men¬ 
tioned. In Homer-and. Virgil’s lists of slain warriors, Drydon and Pope 
have omitted several names which would have rendered English vendfica- 
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the? mention of these will not appear with a good grace in this 
edition of liis work; and besides, the original is in the hands of 
the world. 

tion dull and tiresome.; Several allusions to ancient, history and fable-, 
have' for this reason been abridged; e.g. in the prayer of Gama (Book .6) 
the mention of Paul, “thou who deliveredst Paul and defended him irom 
quicksands and wild waves— 

])as scyrtcs arenosas e mulcts feas — ” 

- is omitted. However excellent in the original, the prayer in English would 
lose both its dignity and ardour. Nor let the critic, it he find the mcan- 
in<* of (J:\moens in some instances altered, imagine .that he. has toun<C a 
blunder in t he translator. He who chooses to see a slight alteration of this 

: kind will find an instance, which will give him an idea of others,.in Canto 
8. st. 48, and another in Canto 7, st. 41. It was not. to gratify the dull few, 
whose ureatest pleasure in reading a translation is to see what the author 
exactly savs: it was to give a poem that might live in the English 
binenac-e. which was the ambition of the translator. And, for the same 
ro ; won Ye has not (confined himself to the Portuguese or Spanish pronuncia¬ 
tion of proper names. Regardless, therefore, of Spanish pronunciation, t he 
translator has accented Granada, Kvora, etc. in the manner which seemea 
to him to give most dignity to English versification. In tne word faolaia 
he has even rejected the authority of Wilton, and followed the more 
sonorous usage of Fanshaw. Thus Sir Richard : “ Against Sofala » batter 
fort. 5 ' Which is the more sonorous there can be no dispute. 



MICKLE’S INTRODUCTION TO 
THE LUSIAD. 


If a concatenation of events centred in. one'great .action—events 
which gave birth to the present commercial system of the world— 
if these be of the first importance in the civil history of mankind, 
then the Lusiad, of all other poems, challenges the attention of the 
philosopher, the politician, and the gentleman. . 

In contradistinction to the Iliad and the JEneid, the Paradise 
Lost has been called the Epic Poem of Religion. In the same 
manner may the Lusiad be named the Epic Poem of Commerce. 
The happy completion of. the most; important designs of Henry, 
Duke of Yiseo, prince of Portugal, to whom Europe owes both 
Gama and 'Columbus, both the eastern and the westefiv worlds, con¬ 
stitutes the subject of this celebrated epic poem. Rut before we 
proceed to the historical introduction necessary to elucidate a poem 
founded on such an important period of history, some attention 
is. due to the opinion of those theoristsm political philosophy 
who lament that India was ever discovered, and who assert that 
increase of trade is only the parent of degeneracy, and the nurse 
of every vice. 

Much, indeed, may he urged on this side of the question: but 
much, also, may he urged against every institution relative to man. 
Imperfection, if not necessary to humanity, ip at least the certain 
attendant on everything human. f Though smile part of the irafiio 
witli many countries resemble Solomon’s importation of apes and 
peacocks; though the superfluities of life, the baubles of the 
opulent, and even the luxuries which enervate the irresolute and 
administer disease, are introduced by tbe intercourse of navigation, 
yet the extent of the benefits which attend it are alsp to be considered 
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before the man of cool reason will venture to pronounce that the 
world is injured, and rendered less virtuous and happy by the 
increase of commerce. > 

If a view of the state of mankind, where commerce opens no 
intercourse between nation and nation be neglected, unjust eon- 
.elusions-will certainly follow. Where- the state of barbarians, and . 
■:v( (countries-funder'-:different 1 -''degrees’>of civilization: are candidly . 
weighed, we may reasonably expect a just decision. As evidently 
as the appointment of nature gives pasture to the herds, s <1 evidently 
is man born for society. As every other animal is in its natural 
state when in. the situation which its instinct requires, so man, 
-when -his reason is cultivated, is then,-and. only then, in the state 
proper to his nature. The life of the naked savage, who feeds on 
.acofirs' and sleeps like. a. beast, in his den, is commonly called the 
. natural state of man ; but, if there be any propriety in this asser ¬ 
tion^ his rational faculties compose no part of his nature, and were 
given not to he used. If the savage, therefore, live in a state eou- 
,-trary, to the appointment; of nature, it. must .'follow that he is not so 
-happy- as nature, intended him to be. And a view of his true 
; character wilh confirm this conclusion. - The. reveries, the fairy 
dreams of a Kousseau,may figure the paradisaical life of a Hottentot, 
but. it is : only in such; dreams that the superior happiness of .the 
barbarian exists. .TTlie . Savage,...it is. true, is reluctant to leave 
his manner of . life; but, xmless we allow that he.is a proper judge 

- of the modes .of living, his attachment, to his own liv no means 
proves that lie is happier than he might otherwise have been. 
His attachment only exemplifies the amazing, power .of habit in-. 

(reconciling the human breast to, the most, uncomfortable situations., 
It the intercourse of mankind in-some instances be introd’active of 
■ vice, the want of it as certainly excludes the exertion of the noblest 
virtues :. and, if the seeds', of .virtue are indeed in .the heart, they 
■-often--lie-"dormant,- and even unknown to . the .savage possessor. 

- The most:heautiful.desci-iption• -of.- a■ tribe of savages, (which wo 
.may bo assured is from real life) occurs in these words:* And the 
live spies of Dan * came to Laish, and saw the people that were there, 
iidW they dwell caic-h ss, aire? the manner of the Zidomans, quiet 
-and secure ; "-and there:was .-no magistrate in the land, that might. 

•'■pul.-'them to suame in anything , vu And. the spies said :to their . 
biethien, ‘’Athc, that v.o may go up s-Vaiiw tj-m: Joj ve bau- 
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seen the land, and, -behold, it is very good. . And they came unto 
Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and secure : and they smote;- 
them with the edge of the sword, and burnt the city with lire. And 
there was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no 
business with any man. 1 ’ However the happy simplicity..of this 
society may please the man of fine imagination, the true philoso¬ 
pher will view the men of Laish witli other eyes. However 
virtuous he may suppose one generation, it requires an alteration 
of human nature to preserve the children of the next in the same 
generous estrangement from the selfish passions:—from . those ; ; 
passions which are the parents of the acts of injustice. When 
Jiis wants are easily supplied, the manners of the savage will he 
simple, and often humane, for the human heart is not vicious with¬ 
out, objects of temptation. But these will soon occur : he that- 
gathers the greatest quantity of fruit will he envied by the 
less industrious. The uninformed mind seems insensible of the 
idea of the right, of possession which the labour of acquirement 
gives. When want is pressing, ami the supply at hand, tin- onlv 
consideration with such minds is the danger of seizing it; and 
where : there is no magistrate to put to shame in anything, de¬ 
predation , will. soon display all its horrors.. Let It even Tam 
admitted that , the innocence of the men of Laish could' secure 
thenv.from the consequences, of their own unrestrained desires, 
could even this impossibility be: surmounted, still are the}- a 
wretched prey to the first invaders, and because they ha-veno. 
business witli any man. they will find no deliverer. While human 
nature is the same, the fate of Laish will always he ’.thefate of the. 

: weak and defenceless; and thus -the most amiable description of 
.savage life raises in our minds the strongest imagery off:the 
misery and impossible continuance of such a stare. But if the 
view of these innocent people terminate in hornny with what con¬ 
templation shall we behold the wikis of Africa mird America?^ 
The-.-tribes of America, it. is true, have degrees, of policy greatly 
superior to anything understood by . the men of : Luish. Great 
masters of , martial.;oratory, their popular assemblies are schools 
open to all their youth. In these they pot only loam the history 
of their nation, and what they have to fear from the strength and 
designs of their enemies, but .they- also imbibe themost ardent 
spirit of war. Tho arts of stratagem are their study, aud the most 
athletic exercises of the field their employment and/delight; and, 
what is their greatest praise, they have magistrates “ to put them 
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to shame.” They inflict no corporeahpunishment on their eonntry- 
inen, it- is true; but a reprimand from an elder,, delivered in the 
assembly, is esteemed by them a deeper degradation and severer 
punishment than any of those too often most, impolitionliy adopted 
by civilized nations. Yet, though possessed of this advantage—an’ 
advanlage impossible to exist in a large commercial empire—and 
though masters of great marlial policy, their condition, upon the 
•whole, is big with the most striking demonstration of the misery 
and unnatural state pi such, very imperfect civilization. “ Multiply 
and, replenish the earth’' is an injunction of the best political 
philosophy ever given to man. Nature has appointed man to 
cultivate the earth, to increase in number by the food which its 
culture gives, and by this increase of brethren to remove some, and 
to mitigate all. the natural miseries of human life. Hut in direct 
opposition to this is the political state of the wild aborigines of 
America. Their lands, luxuriant in climate, arc often deflate 
wastes, where thousands of miles hardly support a few hundreds of 
savage hunters. Attachment to their own tribe constitutes their 
highest idea of virtue; hut this virtue includes the most brutal 
depravityv -makes, them esteem the man of .-every other tribe as an 
tmemy, as one with whom nature had placed them in a state of 
war, and had commanded to destroy* And to this principle their 
euMoms and ideas of honour serve as rituals and ministers. The 
ciuelties piactised by the American savages on iheir prisoners of 
war ; .(and war ds, their chief employment) convey every idea ex- 
presstd by the word diabolical, and give a most shocking- -view 
of,the degradation of human' nature. But -what peculiarly - com¬ 
plies ti 1 character of the savage is his horrible superstition. In 
Be most: distant nations the 'savage -is, in this respect the same, 
rror of evil spirits continually haunts him: his (tod is 


T! 
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boll of tlu* ignorant, mind. Nor is 1 bis barbarism confined alone to 
those ignorant tribes whom we call savages. The vulgar of every 
country ]hissoss it in certain degrees, proportionated to their 
• qqiorf,unities of conversation with the more, enlightened. Sordid 
disposition and base ferocity, together with the most unhappy 
superstition, are everywhere the projjortionate attendants of 
ignorance and severe want. And ignorance and want are only 
removed by intercourse and the otliees of society. So self-evident 
are these positions, that it requires an apology for insisting upon 
them; hut the apology is at hand. He who has read knows how 
many eminent writers," 1 and he who has conversed knows how- 
many respectable names, connect the idea of innocence and happi¬ 
ness with the life of the savage and the unimproved rustic. To 
fix the character of the savage is therefore necessary, ere we 
examine the assertion, that “ it had been happy for both the old 
and the new worlds if the East and West Indies had never been 
discovered.” The bloodshed and the attendant miseries which the 
unparalleled rapine and cruelties of the Spaniards spread over the 
new world indeed disgrace human nature. The great and flourish¬ 
ing empires of Mexico and Peru, steeped in the blood of forty 
millions of their sons, present a melancholy prospect, which must 

* The author of that voluminous work, Histoire Philosophique el 
Politique dcs Etablissements et du Commerce Jes Europeens dam lea deux 
hides, is one of the many who assert that savage life is happier than 
civil. His reasons are thus abridged : The savage has no care or fear for 
the future; his hunting and fishing give him a certain subsistence. He 
sleeps sound, and knows not the diseases of cities. He cannot want what 
he does not desire, nor desire that which he does not know, and vexation or 
grief do not enter his soul. He is not under the control of a superior in 
his actions; in a word, says our author, the savage only sutlers the evils 
of nature. 

If the civilized, he adds, enjoy the elegancies of life, have better food, 
■nd are more comfortably defended against the change of seasons, it is use 
w hich makes these things necessary, and they are purchased bv the painful 
labours of the multitude who are the basis of society. To what outrages 
is not the man of civil life exposed ? If he has property, it is in danger ; and 
government or authority is, according to our author, the greatest, of all 
evils. It there is a famine in North "America, the savage, lml by the wind 
and the sun, can go to a better clime; blit in the horrors of famine, war, 
or pestilence, the poits and barriers of civilized states place the subjects in 
a prison, where they mud perish. There still remains an infinite difference 
between the lot of the civilized and the savage; a diiferenee, all entirely to 
the disadvantage of society, that injustice which reigns in the inequality 
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f y excite the indignation of every good heart. Yet such desolation is 
not the certain consequence of discovery. And, even should we 
allow that the depravity of human nature is so great that the 
avarice of the merchant and rapacity of the soldier will overwhelm 
with misery every new-discovered country, still, are there other, 
more comprehensive views, to be taken, ere we decide against the 
intercourse introduced by navigation. When we weigh the happi¬ 
ness of Europe in the scale of political philosophy, we are not to 
confine our eye to the dieadful ravages of Attila the Hun, or of 
Alaric the Goth. If the waters of a stagnated lake are disturbed 
by the spade when led into new channels, we ought not to inveigh 
against the alteration because the waters are fouled at the first; we 
are to wait to see the streamlets refine and spread beauty and 
utility through a thousand vales which they never visited before. 
Such were the conquests of Alexander, temporary evils, but civili¬ 
zation and happiness followed in the bloody track. And, though 
disgraced with every barbarity, happiness has also followed the 
conquests of the Spaniards in the other hemisphere. Though 
the villainy of the Jesuits defeated their schemes of civilization 

■in many countries, the labours of that society have been crowned 
with a success in Paraguay and in Canada, which reflects upon 
their industry, the greatest honour. The customs and cruelties of 
many American tribes still disgrace human nature, but in Paraguay 
and Canada the natives have been brought to relish the blessings 
of society, and the arts of virtuous and civil life. If Mexico is 
not so populous as it once was, neither is it so barbarous; * the 

* The innocent simplicity of the Americans in their conferences with 
the Spaniards, and the horrid cruelties they suffered from them, divert our 
view from their complete character. Almost everything was horrid in 
their civil customs and religious rites. Jn some tribes, to cohabit with 
their mothers, sisters, and daughters was esteemed the means of domestic 
peace. In others, catamites were maintained in every village; they went 
from house to house as they pleased, and it was unlawful to refuse them 
what victuals they-chose. In every tribe, the captives taken in war were 
murdered with the most wanton cruelty, and afterwards devoured by the 
victors. Their religious ,rites were, if possible, still more horrid. The 
abominations of ancient Moloch were here outnumbered; children, virgins, 
slav.es, and captives bled on different altars, to appease their various gods. 
If there was a scarcity of human victims, the priests announced that the 
gods were dying of thirst for human blood. And, to prevent a threatened 
famine, the kings of Mexico were obliged to make war on the neighbouring 
states. The prisoners of either side died by the hand of the priest.. But 
the number of the^Mcr.iean sacrifiies so greatly exceeded those of other 
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shrieks of the human victim do not now resound from temple j 
to temple, nor does the human heart, held up reeking, to. the sun, 
imprecate the vengeance of Heaven on the guilty empire. And, j 
however impolitically despotic . the Spanish governments may .be, I 
still do these.. colonies , enjoy, the opportunities of impro'veineht. j 
which in every age arise from the knowledge of commerce and j 
of , letters—opportunities which were'; .--never enjoyed .in .South j 
America under the reigns of Montezuma and Atabulipa. Bui 
if from Spanish, we turn our eyes to British America, what a .! 
glorious prospect! Here, formerly* on the.wild, lawn, pcrhaps.twlce in -j 
the year, a few savage .hunters kindled their;evening, fire.: "kindled [ 
it more to protect them from evil spirits, and beasts of prey, than j 
from the cold, and with their feet pointed to it, slept on the ground, j 
Here, now, population spreads her thousands, hud .society .appears-' j 
in alb its blessings of mutual help, and the .mutual- lights; of in-, j 
fellectual improvement. “ What work of; art. Or power,".or- public t 
utility, has ever equalled the glory of having peopled a. continent^ ] 
without guilt or . bloodshed,, with a .multitude of free and. happy . \ 
commonwealths ; to have tgiyen them the best, arts of life and ■' 
government ! ” To have : given a savage'.; continent am image of ■ 
the British Constitution, is, indeed, the greatest glory of the British ; 
crown,a greater than any. other nation evei' acquired • ” and from 1 
the consequences of the. genius of Henry, Duke. of . Yiseo, did the .1 
British American -empire-arisen an empire which, unless ret arded by ! 

' the illiberal arid-'inhuman spirit of religious fanaticism.,:will-in a - ! 
j few centuries, perhaps, be the glory of tlie-world.. 

Stubborn indeed must be the theorist \vho will deny .the im- 

nations, that the Tlascalans, who were hunted down for this purpose, 
readily joined Cortez with about 200,000 men, and enabled him to make 
one great sacrifice of the Mexican nation.. Who that views Mexico,-.steeped- 
in her own blood, can restrain the emotion which whispers--to him. -This is 
. the hand of Heaven !—By the number of .-these. sacred butcheries, one 
would think that cruelty was the greatest amusement of -Mexuii. At the 
dedication of the temple of Vitzliputzli, A.D. I486,,no less, than- 64,080 
human victims were sacrificed in fdur idays.,.',.'Ah^."Sec,p-r(iihg to the best, 
accounts, the animal sacrifices of Mexico;.require^several, thousands. ...'..The 
skulls of the victims sometimes wefte hung on strings .which reached from 
tree to tree around their temples, and sofactimes were built tip In towers dnd . 
cemented with lime. In some of these towers Andrew de Tapia one day 
counted 186,000 sknllj. . During the war with Cortez they,,increased their 
usual sacrifices, till priest and people were tired of their bloody religion.— 
See,- for ample. justification of these statements, -the Histories of : . the 
Conquest of Mexico and Peru, by Prescott.— Ed. « 
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provement, virtue, .and happiness which, in the result, the voyage 
of Columbus has spread over the western world. The happiness 
which Europe and Asia have received from the intercourse with 
each other, cannot hitherto, it must be owned, be compared 
either with the possession of it, or the source of its increase 
established in America, i'ct, let the man of the most melan¬ 
choly views estimate all the wars and depredations winch are 
-.charged- upon the Portuguese and other European nations, still 
will the eastern world appear considerably advantaged by the 
voyage of Cama, If seas of blood have been shed by the Por¬ 
tuguese, nothing new was introduced into India. "War and de¬ 
predation were no unheard-of strangers on the hanks of the 

■ • Ganges,. mpy:'coiild..the• nature of the civil, establishments, .of the 
eastern;’ nations; secure a lasting: peace. : The ambition of their 
native princes, was only diverted into .new channels, into chan- 
nels , w’bich, in the natural .course of human affairs, will cer¬ 
tainly.lead to: permanent .governments, : established on improved 
laws and just, donnnion. Yet, even ere such governments ...re 
'formed,: is - Asia no : loser by the arrival, ot Europeans. -The 
horrid massacres and unbounded rapine which, according, to 
'-.their ...own- annals, followed the victories of their Asian .con¬ 
querors' .-wetn.--'never' equalled .'by. the worst of their European 
vanquishers.;. Nor is the. establishment' of improved govern¬ 
ments.in the East the dream of theory. The superiority of the 
civil- andThiiitary arts of the British, notwithstanding the hate¬ 
ful character of some .individuals, is at this day. beheld. in India 
with all the astonishment of admiration ; and admiration is always 

■ irdlowed, :though, often with retarded steps, by the strong desire 

oi. similar improvement. Long after .the fall 01 . the Roman empire 
■the•• Roman: laws. were -adopted • by nations which ancient Romo, 
esteemed as barbarous. And thus, in the course of ages, the. 
British laws, according to every test. of - probability, will have a 
.most important, effect,- .will fullil the prophecy of Camoens. aud 
transfer to the British the high compliment he pay.-; to -his 
-«omitrymen— • ■ ■ 

- ’ “Beneath their sway rnjjostTc, .wise, aarl mild,, 
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ravages only equalled: in .'European.,"history' by, those cofnmitted 
under Attila, simia ined: “ the -scourge-of God ,” and “ the destroyer 
of nations,”. .-’The. ideas,.of. patriotism'.'and of honour Avefe .seid.om 
known in the cabinets of the;eastern princes till the arrmil of 
the Europeans. Every speoics of , assassination was the policy 
'of their courts, and,'every act'f>f unrestrained rapine, and massacre 
. followed;'the. patii • of- victory. But some, of the Portuguese 
..'governors,' an'd- many - of .'.the ..English ./officers;: have taught them 
that - humanity to the conquered is ihe-bosty the truest: policy. 
The brutal ferocity of their.own conquerors.is now the object of 
their greatest dread• and the superiority of the British in 'war. 
has convinced- their princes,* that an alliance '-'with the: British : 
is the surest guarantee of; -their national peace and prosperity. ■ 
While the English East India .-Company are possessed of- their 
present greatness, it is in their power to . diffuse, over the .Hast 
every blessing which flows from, the wisest and most hunianc 
policy. Long ere the Europeans arrived, a failure of the cfop of 
nee, -the/principal. food of India, had spread., the devastations /of : 
famine over .the populous plains of Bengal, rind never, from the 
seven years’ famine of ancient Egypt to the present day,-was 
there a natural scarcity in any Country which did not enrich the 
proprietors , of the granaries. ■ The Mohammedan princes, and/ 
Moorish traders have often "added all the' horrors of .an artificial, 
to a haturalj famine. But, however some, Portuguese -or other 
governors rnay stand . accused", much .-was. left for the humanity;' 
of the more exalted policy of an Albuquerque, or a t-astro. : Arid, 
under such European governors as these, the distresses of;, the 
East have often been alleviated by a. generosity of: conduct, and 
a train of resources formerly unknown in ; Asia., Absurd and 
impracticable were that scheme which."'"would'- introduce/ the: 
British, laws into 'India"without the deepest regard to, the. 
manners and circumstances peculiar - to the. .people.:; But' that:. 
spirit of liberty upon which they are founded, ami:that security, 
•'-of property which is their leading principle,.; must.in rime have: 
•a AA'ide and stupendous effect. The abject spiftit of Asiatic submis¬ 
sion will be. taught.:to see,'andHo claim,/those-rights .of 'nature,-'. 
of which the dispirited and pju&ive'’ Hindu*'-;. liquid,till -Via tidy, 
hardly, form an idea. From this, as naturally, as the noon 

/ * Mahommed Ah Khan, Nawnb of' the Carcatie, declareii, “ 1 mot the 
British with that freedom of openness'/ which they love, ami i esteem it 
my honour as well as security to be the ally of such a nation .>f prince* ” 
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succeeds the dawn, must the other blessings of civilization arise. 
For, though the four- great castes of India are almost, inaccessible 
to the introduction of other manners, and of other literature than 
their own, happily there is in human nature a propensity - to 
■ change.-..• Nor may the-..political .philosopher. he deemed an 
enthusiast who would boldly prophesy, that unless -the .British- 
1*3 driven from India.: the general superiority which they bear - 
will,., ere many - generations shall. have passed,, induce the most 
-intelligent of-India to break the.shackles of their absurd supersti- : 
Mohs,* and lead; thenr .to partake of those, .advantages which arise 
fromythe .free'scope and due cultiyatiQ.ii of . the rational powers, 
phi almost every, instance the Indian institutions are contrary to : 
the .feelings and wishes of. nature. And. ignorance, and bigotry,; 
tueir two chief pillars, can.never secure unalterable duration. "We.f 
have-certain proof that- the horrid custom of burning the wives > 
along with., the body of the. deceased .husband, has continued for .. 
upwards ;bffifteen .hundred years; we are also certain that within 
these twenty years it has begun to fall into disuse. Together 
.with the alteration, of this most striking .feature .of Indian manners,, 
.-other assimilations to European sentiments have. already takeii 
place.. : Nor can the obstiuacy. even of, the conceited Chinese , 
always resist the desire of.imitating, the Europeans, a people avIio 
in. arts and arms are.so greatly superior to themselves.. The use 
; :of the'twenty-four. letters, 'by wliieh w r e can express every, 
language, appeared at first as- miraculous to the Chinese. Fre- 
vjudice ;: :caniiotvi5iwd,yk,deprivepthafc'-peoplc, who are not deficient 
iri. selfish-cunning, .of the ease :and. expedition of;an; alphabet; and 
it is easy to foresee that, in the course of a-few centuries, some.; 
klphabfeibwill; certainly /take ;tl,ie place of the 60,000 arbitrary 
-marks which how. render the. cultivation of (he Chinese litefaturo 
.-xidtlpivly. a labour of the. utmost difficulty,; but even the .attainment 
■impossible beyond a-very limited degree. And from the introduc¬ 
tion of an alphabet, what .improveruents may not be-expected from 
the laborious' industry of the Chinese 1, -.Though most.-..obstinately 
-attached to their oldicustoms, yet.' there is a Vide in. the manners 

• ofnations-which- is sucldeir and riJpkl, and-which acts with a kind 
of instinctive -fury . against ••sJheicnfc prejudice and absurdity. .11; 
was tit:u nation of merchants, the I’hmuidans which disfu.-rd ;he 

* htery man n.mt follow hi- lathvt’a tr nh>. uni imt-i own/a damftWr 
of th« same w-cupatKiii. Inmuncrnbkt-.are their• other .barbarous ie»trfc? 

♦ i.-io oi govsuk rtUii^ucjiiatVi-n, 
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use of letters through the ancient, and commerce will undoubtedly 
diffuse the same blessings through the modern, world. . . 

To this view of the political happiness which is sure to Ik; 

: introduced in proportion-: to civilization, let the. divine add what- 
inay .be reasonably expected from such ^opportunity of the increase 1 
of religion. A factory of merchants, indeed, has seldom been found 
to be a school, of piety ; yet, when the general manners of a people: 
.become assimilated to those of a more rational worship, something 
more than ever was produced ..by an .infant: mission, or the neigh¬ 
bourhood of an infant colony, may then be reasonably expected, 
and even foretold. 

In. estimating the, political happiness of a people; nothing is of 
greater importance than their capacity, of, and tendency to. im¬ 
provement. As a dead lakep to continue our former illustration, . 
will remain in the same state for ages and ages, so would ihe 
bigotry and superstitions of the East continue the same. But if the. 

. lake is begun to be opened into a thousand rivulets, who knows 
over what unnumbered fields, barren before, they may diffuse the 
blessings of fertility, and turn a dreary wilderness into a land of 
society and jov. 

In contrast to this, let the . Gold .Coast and, other immense 
regions of. Africa be contemplated— ... 

“ Afric behold; alas, what altered view!. ■ ’ 

Her lands uncultured, and-her sons untrue ; 

Ungraced with all that sweetens human life,. 

Savage and fierce they main in brutal strife; 

Eager they grasp the gifts which culture yields, '. ; L 
Yetnakedroaintheirownneglcctedfields....: :. - 

Unnumberd tribes as bestial grazers stray,, . 

By laws unforrn’d, unform’d by;Reason’s sway. 

Far inward stretch the mournful sterile dales. ; - 

: Where on the parch’d hill-side pale famine wails.”. 

Let us consider how many millions of these unhappy savages - 
are-dragged from their native fields, : and. cv? off for ever .From; all. 
the hopes; and all the rights to which human birth entitled them.; 
And' who would hesitate to pronounce that,negro.the greatest of 
patriots, who, by. teaching his countrymen the . arts 'df/-society-, - 
should teach them to defend themselves in-the.possession of their 
fields, their families, and their own personal liberies? 
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Evident, however. as it is, that the voyages of Gama and 
Oolumbn.s have already carried a superior degree of happiness, and 
the promise of infinitely more, to the eastern and western worlds; 
yet the advantages to Europe from the discovery of these regions 
may perhaps be denied. Hut, let us view what Europe was, ere 
the geniu.i of D<ui Henry gave birth to the spirit of modern dis- 
'.■covefy. v t X. V/. - \ : t' 

: Several ages before this period the feudal system had degene- 
- TiUed. into the: most absolute tyranny. The - barons exercised the 
■.most."despotic authority over their -vassals,.- and every scheme of 
public .utility-was rendered impracticable by their continual petty, 
wars wi(b each other; tp which they led their, "dependents as dogs 
vo the chase. -Unable to read, or to write his own name, tbd-chief-'. 
imn was;buliridy possessed hyfhe most romantic opinion of military 
tdory, and the.song oi his domestic minstrel constituted.his highest 
idea nf ikme. The classic authors slept on the shelves of the 

■ monasteries,-• their dark but happy, asylum, while the life of the 
'monks resembled, that of the fattened beeves which loaded their ; 
tablet-; .Real abilities were indeed possessed by a Duns Scotus arid 

• a-tew.others;, but these were lost in the most trifling subtleties of 
a .sophistry which they dignified with the name of casuistical 
tiniv.ivy. Whether Adam and Eve were created with navels? 

lhnv many thousand angels miglit at the same instant dance 
•ij the point of the finest, needle without, one jostling another? 
were two of the several topics- of like importance which excited the 
eunun ,vid engaged the coniioversies of the learned. While 
every branch of philosophical, of rational investigation, was thus 

■ mpm.-ned and unknown, commerce, which is incompatible with 
die >,;uda! system, was equally neglected and unimproved. Where 
the mind 5; enlarged and enlightened by learning, plans of com- 
m*‘fv will rl«e info action, and these. in return, will frotri.every 
narf et the world bring new acquirement = to philosophy and 
s-vmce. Tlie birth of learning and commerce may be different, 
bat their growth is mutual and dependent upf n each other. They 
r<m, only assist cuel> f other, bur, the same enlargement of mind 
winch is nee*, irv ior’pnfiction yi the one m ahi m’d^-ary f<r 
p* r!/-< tnm m tit ithr:. an 1 die sane c him s impido. and u< at « 
destructive of,-'both. Tire iNTmicmmsn of mankind is the.parent of. 
fiuh. According to the confinement m erftenf of inteicouts'q, 

•.barbarity-,- or. • civilization • .proj>orttotmt«ly prevail. In the dark, 
monkish ages, tL% intercourse of the learned was a» much ir.qaded 

d 
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and confined as that of the merchant. A few unwieldy vessels 
coasted the shores of Europe, and ^mendicant friars and ignorant 
pilgrims carried a miserable account of what was passing in the 
world fiom monastery to monastery. What doctor had last dis¬ 
puted on the peripatetic philosophy at some university, or what 
new heresy had last appeared, not only comprised the whole of 
their literary intelligence, but was delivered with little accuracy, 
and received with as little attention. While this thick .cloud of 
mental darkness overspread the western world, was Don 'Henry, 
‘.prince of Portugal, horn; horn to set mankind free from the feudal 
system, and to give to the whole world every advantage, every ligh t 
that may possibly be diffused by the intercourse of unlimited com¬ 
merce :— 

“ For then from ancient gloom emerg’d 
The rising world of trade : the genius, then,' 

Of navigation, that in hopeless sloth 
Had slumber’d on the vast Atlantic deep 
For idle ages, starting heard at last 
The Lusitanian prince, who, Heaven-inspir’d, 

To love of useful glory rous’d mankind,. 

And in unbounded commerce mix’d the world.” 

Thomson. 

In contrast to this melancholy view of human nature, sunk 
in barbarism and benighted with ignorance, let the present state 
of Europe be impartially estimated. Yet, though the great in¬ 
crease of opulence and learning canuot he denied, there are some 
who assert that virtue and happiness have as greatly declined. 
And the immense overflow of riches, from the East in particular, 
has been pronounced big with destruction to the British empire. 
Everything human, it is true, has its dark as well as its bright 
side; but let these popular complaints be examined, and it will lie- 
found that modern Europe, and the British empire in' a very 
particular manner, have received the greatest and most solid ad¬ 
vantages from the modern, enlarged' system of commerce. The, 
magic of the old romances, which could make the most withered, 
deformed hag, appear as the irjpst beautiful virgin, is every day 
verified in popular declamation. Avcient days are there painted 
in the most amiable simplicity, and the modern in the most odious 
colours. Yet, what *man of fortune in England lives in < that 
stupendous’gross luxury' which every day was exhibred in the 
Gothic castles of the old chieftains! Four or five,hundred knight* 
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ar-tl m] nil oh in the‘domestic ictinue of a warlike earl was not un- 
cmumon, noi wm- I ho pomp of embroidery inferior 1o the profuse 
waste of Lheir tables ; in both instances unequalled by all the mad 
exc»-ssesoi‘ the present acre. 

While the baron thus lived in all the wild glare of Gothic 
. luxury, agriculture was. almost totally neglected, and his ..meaner 
vassals fared .harder, inhnitely less comfortably, than the meanest : 
■■industrious .labourers-of England do now; where the lands are 
uncultivated, the peasants, ill-clothed, ill-lodged, and poorly led, 
puss their,■■miserable- days-■ in sloth and.:filth, totally ignorant .of : 
every advantage, of every comfort which nature lays at their feist, 
He: who. passes. from the trading towns and .cultured.--fields of. 
England i:o those remote villages, of Scotland or Ireland which 
claim this .description, is astonished at the comparative wretched- 
m-ss of their destitute inhabitants: hut few. consider that these 
•vUkges'iofily-'.e'xhibifc''. a- view of what Europe was ere the spirit -of 
commerce, diffused the .blessings which naturally flow 'from her 
•• improvements.. In ,the .-.Hebrides the failure of a harvest almost. 
depopulates anisland. Having- little or no traffic to purchase 

■ grain, numbers .of, the young and hale betake themselves to the 

■ continent- in: quest oi eniployrneut and tood, leaving a few, less 
- ini venturous,- behind, to beget a new race, the heir of the same. 

foriune. Yet from the same cause, from the want of traffic, the 

• kingdom of England has often- felt more dreadful effects than these. 

• Evenin the days when-her .Henries, and Edwards .plumed them¬ 
selves with, the trophies of Franco,- hew often lias famine spread all 
tier, horrors over city rand village? 1 Our modern -histories, neglect 
•rtbU-characteristic feature, of • ancient days; hut the rude chronicles 

of these ages inform us..that three or four times in almost, every 
•reign"was-■■England tints visited.- The failure of the crop was then 
.covertly, felt, and two bad harvests in. succession were almost insup- 
jKWtable. : .-But commerce 1 -has now opened another scene, has. armed 
' government with the happiest power that- can he exerted by the 
raiers-of a-nation-—the power to prevent every .extremity * -which 
-.■■may v possibly-' arise from bad harvests ; extremities,- which; an 
former-ages, were esteemed-more ..dreadful, visitations, of the wrath., 
-of-Heaven than the pestilence itself. Yet.modern: London is not 
■m certainly deieuded against the latter, its aiyrient visitor, than the . 
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commonwealth by the means of commerce, 'under a just and 
liuinane: government, is secured .against the. ravages ;of the former. 
UV from these great, .outlines of the:'happiness tmjoyed .by a com¬ 
mercial over an uncommercial nation," we' turn! our eves- to: the: 
manners, the advantages will be found no less .in., favour, of : the 
civilized. 

... Whoever is inclined to declaim at the Vices of the pmsetit age; 
let him read, and be convinced, that the Gothic ages were less 
virtuous. If the spirit of chivalry prevented effeminacy, it was', 
the foster-father of a ferocity of manners now happily .unknown.; 

. Rapacity, avarice, and effemiiiacy are the vices ascribed to the 
increase of commerce ; and in some degree, it must be confessed,:, 
they follow her steps. Yet infinitely more- dreadful,.: as every 
palatinate in Europe often felt, were the-effects - of the two first 
under the feudal lords than can possibly be experienced under any 
system'of trade. .The virtues and vices qf human nature are the 
same in every age: they only receive different modifications,;and 
arc dormant, or awakened into action, under different circumstances. 
The feudal lord had. it infinitely more, in, his power to be rapacious 
than the merchant. And whatever avarice may attend the trader, 
his intercourse with the •' rest of mankind lifts him greatly .above ' 
that brutish ferocity which actuates the savage, often the rustic, 
and in general characterizes the ignorant .part of mankind. The 
abolition of. the feudal system, a system of absolute • slavery, and 
that, equality’of mankind which affords the protection of property, 

’ and every other incitement to industry, are the glorious gifts which 
the spirit of commerce, awakened by Prince Henry of Portugal, 

! has bestowed upon Europe in general; and, as if directed by the 
manes of his mother, a daughter of England, upon the British 
empire in particular. In the vice of effeminacy alono, perhaps, 
do we exceed our ancestors ; yet, even here we have infinitely the 
advantage over them. The brutal ferocity of former ages is now 
lost, and the general mind is humanized. 'The savage breast is 
the native soil of revenge; a vice, of all others, jxxniliarly stamped 
with the character of hell. But. the mention, \>f- this was reserved 
for the character of the savages of Europe. The savage of every 
country is implacable when injured ; but among some, revenge has 
its measure. When :qi American Indian is murdered- "his kindred 
pursue the murderer; and, as soon as blood has atoned for blood, 
the wilds of America hear the hostile parties join in their mutual 
lamentations over tb/> dead, whom, as an oblivion of malice, they 
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bury together. , But the measure of revenge, never to be full, was 
left for the denii-savages of Europe. The vassals of the feudal 
lord entered into his quarrels with the most inexorable rage. Just 
or unjust was no consideration of theirs. It was a family feud : 
no farther inquiry was made; and from age to age, the parties, 
who never injured each other, breathed nothing but mutual ran¬ 
cour and revenge. And actions, suitable to this horrid spirit, every¬ 
where confessed its virulent influence. Such were the late days 
of Europe, admired by the ignorant for the innocence of manners. 
Resentment .of injury, indeed, is natural: and there is a degree 
which is honest, and though warm, far-from inhuman. But if it is 
the. hard task of humanized-virtue to preserve the feeling of an 
injury■ unmixed with the slightest criminal wish of revenge, how 
impossible is it for the savage to attain the dignity of forgiveness, 
the greatest , oniament of human nature, j As in individuals,! a. 
virtue will' rise into a vice, generosity into blind profusion, and 
even mercy into criminal lenity, so civilized manners will lead 
the opulent into effeminacy. But let it be considered, this'con¬ 
sequence is by no 'means, the certain result of- civilization. Oivili- • 
zatioh, 'on the contrary/provides the most effectual preventive of 
this evil. Where classical; literature prevails the manly spirit. 

' which it breathes must' be diffused: whenever frivolousness pre¬ 
dominates,.; when refinement degenerates into whatever enervates 
the mind, literary ignorance is sure to complete the effeminate 
character. A mediocrity of virtues and of talents is the lot of the 
; great majority of mankind; and even this .mediocrity, if cultivated 
by a 1 liberal education, will infallibly secure its possessor against 
thdse excesses of effeminacy which are really culpable. ■; To be. of; 
plain manners it is not. necessary to be a clown, or to wear coarse 
.‘clothes.; nor is.it necessary to lie on the ground and feed, like the. 
savage to be truly manly. The beggar who, behind the hedge, 

- divides his offals with his dog has often more of the real sensualist 
. than .-lie' who., dines at an elegant . table. ; Nor need, we hesitate 
to assert, that be who, unable to preserve a manly elegance of 
manners, degeneraies into the petit maitre, would have been, in 
any age or condition, equally insignificant, and worthless. Some, 
-..when they talk of the debauchery of the present age, seem to 
••-t.hink-'that-,the-fomieE-ages:were' all innocence. But. this is igno¬ 
rant of human naiure. The dob'uioiu'ij of a knhaious age is 
g.’/fes and brutalthat of a. gloom-y,--superstitious one, secret, ex-;, 
ees.vivo, and nAiderous; that of a more polished one, much happier ■ 
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■for the fair sox,* and, certainly in no ■.sense'^,so Ivig witli political-, 
unhappiness.If one disease has heen iinporlech from' America,f , 
the . most valuable medicines have likewise- been brought from 
these regions'; and distempers, which were thought invincible by 
our forefathers, are now cured. If the luxuries of the Indies usher ; 
disease to our tables tlie consequence is not unknown; the wise 
. and the temperate' receive no injury, and intemperance; lias; been, 
the destroyer of mankind in every age. - Tlie opulence of. ancient 
Rome produced a luxury of manners which proved fatal to that; 
Anighty empire. But the effeminate sensualists of those ages, were: 
not men of intellectual 'cultivation.-.. Tlie enlarged ideas, the gene-- 
rous and manly feelings inspired by a liberal /' education,; were,, 
utterly unknown to tbeim. Unformed by that wisdom which 
■arises from science, and true philosophy, they were, gross.barbarians, 
dressed in the mere outward tinsel of civilization.j; Where the 
enthusiasm of military honour characterizes the rank of gentlemen 
that nation will rise into empire. >But-- no-sooner does conquest 
give-a continued security than the .mere soldier, degenerates ; arid 
the old veterans are soon succeeded by a new generation, illiterate 
as. their, fathers,, hut destitute of their virtues and experience. 
To'lite literature not only humanizes the heart, hut also wonder¬ 
fully strengthens and enlarges the mind. Moral r and political 
philosophy are its, peculiar provinces, and are neyeiyhappi!y.,culti-'- 
viited without its assistance. But, where ignorance, characterizes' 
i lie -body-of the, nobility, the most insipid dissipation arid the very 

* Even that warm admirer of savage happiness, the author of Histoire , 

■ Philosophiqm et Politique dcs" Mablissements, confesses that the wild 
Americans seem destitute of the'feeling of love. When tdie heat of passion, 
says he, is gratified, they lose all affection and attachment for their' 
women,.whom they degrade to the most servile offices.—A tender remem¬ 
brance of the first endearments, a generous 'participation -of care and.hope; 
the compassionate sentiments of honour; all these delicate feelings, which 
arise in to affection, and hind attachment, are indeed, incompatible with the 
ferocious and gross sensations of barbarians. : ■■':'■_ . .. 

f if is a question still debated among medical writers, and by no 
means yet decided, whether the disease referred to i^.of American 'origin.' 
We do-not read, it is true, of any such disease in thr; pages .of the ancient 
Classic writers; it. has hence been inferred that it. was :.onkno\vtr to 
them.— Ed. 

t The degeneracy of the.Roman literature preceded the fate of the 
state, and the reason is obvious. The men of fortune,.grew, frivolous, and 
superficial, in every branch of knowledge, and were therefore unable to 
hold the reigns of empire. The degenerafcy of literary tasteisj therefore, 
the surest proof of the genera! ignorance. . 
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idleness and effeminacy of luxury are sure to follow. Titles and 
family are then the only merit, and the few men of business who 
surround the throne have it then iri their power to aggrandize 
themselves by riveting the chains of slavery. A stately grandeur 
is preserved, but it is only outward; all is decayed within, and on 
the first storm the weak fabric falls to the dust. Thus rose and 
thus fell the empire of Rome, and the much wider one of Portugal. 
Though, the increase of wealth, did, indeed, contribute to that 
corruption of manners which unnerved the Portuguese, certain 
ii is the wisdom of legislature might certainly have prevented 
every evil which Spain and Portugal have experienced -from their 
acquisitions in the two Indies.* Every evil which they have, 
suffered from their acquirements arose, as shall he hereafter demon- 
: strated, frome their'.general ignorance,: which! rendered them unable 
,:to investigate or apprehend: even the first principles of civil and 
commercial philosophy. . And what. other, than the total, eclipse 
■of. their glorycould.,beexpected-, from a nobility, rude and: uri-. 

> lettered as -those of Portugal are-described by the author of ’the 
:, Lusiad—a court and nobility who sealed The truth of ail his com- 
;plaints against Them; by: suffering that great man,, the light of 
their age, . to die in an almshouse ! What- but. the fall. of theii 
state could'.be.expected from barbarians. like these ! Nor can the. 
. aimals . of: mankind produce one instance of the fall of empire 
where the character of the nobles "was other than that ascribed to 
his countrymen by Camoens. 

The soldiers and navigators were, the only considerable gainers by 
Their '/acquirements in the. Indies. Agriculture and manufactures are the 
natural -strength of a nation ; these received little or no increase in Spain 
and Portugal by the.great acquisitions of these crowns. 
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?so lesson con be of greater national importance tlian the history 
of the rise and the fall of a commercial empire. The view of what 
. advantages were acquired, and of what might have .been . still 
added; the means by which such empire might have been con¬ 
tinued, and the errors, by which it: Was lost, are as particularly 
conspicuous in the naval and commercial history of Portugal as 
. if Providence had intended, to give a lasting example to mankind;' 
a chart, where the course of the safe voyage is pointed out, and 
where the shelves and rocks, and the seasons of tempest are dis¬ 
covered and foretold.: - , pl.T'ri 

The history of Portugal, as a naval and commercial power, 
begins with the designs of Prince Henry. But as the enterprises 
of this great man, and the completion of his designs are intimately 
connected with the state, of Portugal, a short view of the progress 
of the power, and of the character of I hat kingdom, nil] be neces¬ 
sary to elucidate the history of. the revival of commerce, and the 
subject of the Lusiad.. 

Daring the centuries when the effeminated' Homan provinces 
of Europe were desolated by the irruptions of the northern bar¬ 
barians, the Saracens spread the same, horrors of .brutal conquest 
over the finest countries of the eastern world. The northern 
conquerors of the finer provinces of Europe embraced the Chnsuan 
religion as professed by the monies, and, contented with the 
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luxuries of their new settlements, their military spirit soon de¬ 
clined. The Saracens, on the other hand, having embraced the 
religion of Mohammed, their rage for war received every addition 
which can possibly be inspired by religious enthusiasm. Not only 
the spoils of the vanquished, but Paradise itself was to be obtained 
by their sabres. Strengthened and inspired by a commission 
which they esteemed divine, the rapidity of their conquests far 
exceeded those of the Goths and Vandals. The majority of the 
inhabitants of every country they subdued embraced their religion 
and imbibed their principles; thus, the professors of Mohamme¬ 
danism became the most formidable combination ever leagued 
together against the rest of mankind. Morocco and the adjacent 
countries had now received the doctrines of the Koran, and the 
. arms of the Saracens spread slaughter and desolation from the 
j : south of Spain to; Italy, and the islands of: the Mediterranean. 

; ' All, the rapines and : carnage committed by,the Gothic conquerors 
j : were now .amply returned un their dess'-'warlike, posterity. In 
j ' Spaihj and' the province now called - Portugal, the Mohammedans 
[ : erected powerful kingdoms, and their lust of conquest threatened 
j destruction to every, Christian power. But a romantic military ,- 
; spirit revived in; Europe under the auspices of Charlemagne. The 
i! Mohammedans, dining- the -reign of this sovereign, made a most 
j'formidable irruption, into Europe; France in particular felt the 
weight'd!-.-their: fury.; ; Bv the invention. of new military honours 
I "that-■■ monarch :drewpthe adventurous youth'.of. .every Christian / 
power to his standards, which eventually resulted in the crusades, the 
';;-^gihhihg:pf : #bicliv ill propriety, should be dated.fromliis: reign. 
"Few indeed-are the historians .of this period, but enough remains 
- f q -proye, that though, the writers , of the old romance seized upon 
IV-and added,the inexhaustible machinery of magic , to the adven- 
, inres of their heroes, yet the origin of tlieir fictions was founded, 
.on historical facts.* Yet, however this period may thus resemble 
. riie fabulous ages of Greece, certain itr is, that an Orlando, a llinaldd,': 

, a Bugero, and other.-.celebrated- names in romance, acquired great : 

* dVrifiPto. who adopt ed tho. legenfls o? the. old .rornaneft, chose this'pencT 
hr thi s-ioji-i.t of hi-- Urlaudo FniWo. l’aiis he-doged hy the S.uacens, 

; ; Orlando and thtr other, Christian: knights-.assemble''-in aid ot . Chavlt'mngue,. 

■. who are opposed in their amours -and- • in --battle by .Hodomont,. Ferrnw, and 
< tiii-r en knights. That those Was a noted Moorish Spanned. named 
FniTaw, n redoubled champion of that age, -vie have the testimony of 
Marcus Antonias S.-itXllji-us, a writ or of note of the fiftmuth century. 
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honour, in the wars which were waged agninst tile, Saracens, the:;, 
invaders of Europe. In these romantic wars, by which the power 7 
of the Mohammedans was checked, several, centuries elapsed; when ' 
Alonzo, King of Castile, apprehensive that the whole force.of the 
Mohammedans of Spain and Morocco was ready to fall upon him, • 
prudently imitated the conduct.of Charlemagne. He availed him¬ 
self of the spirit of chivalry,.and demanded leave, of Philip J. of 
France, and other princes, that volunteers from their dominions 
might he allowed to distinguish,, themselves, under his banners- 
against the Saracens. His desire was no sooher known, than a 7 
brave army of volunteers thronged to his standard, and Alonzo 
was victorious. Honours .and endowments were liberally:distrh 
buted among the champions; and to. Hemy, a j r ounger son of the. 
Duke of Burgundy, he gave his daughter, Teresa, in marriage, with 
the sovereignty of 1 the countries south of:Galicia ;as' a.dowry, com-, 
missioning him to extend liis dominions by the expulsion- of the 
Moors. Hemy, who reigned by the title of Count,, improved every, 
advantage .-which' offered. The two rich provinces -..of, En'tro Minho 
e Douro,and Trad os Montes, yielded : to liis arms; great.part of- 
Beira also was subdued, and the'Moorish- King of Lamcgo became 
•liis tributary. Many thousands of Christians, who had lived in. 
miserable subjection to the Moors, took shelter under the generous 
protection of Count Henry. Great ■'numbers of . the kloofs also 
changed, their religion, and chose rather, to continue in the land 
where they were horn than be exposed to the . severities and. 
injustice of their native, governors. And thus, hue of the most.', 
beautiful * and fertile spots of the world, .with the finest climate, 
in consequence of a crusade t against the Mohammedans, became 
in the end the kingdom of Portugal, a sovereignty which in course, 
of time spread its influence far over the world. 

Count Henry,,after a successful reign, was, succeeded ; by his 
infant son,.Don Alonzo-Henry, who, having surmounted tiie dangers 
which threatened his youth, became the founder of the' Portu-: 
guests monarchy. . In U.iO the Moors of Spain and Barimrv united 
their forces to recover’ the dominions frpAi which they had'beep 
driven by the Christians. r Acc,ording io the accounts 7 of-' .the. 

* Small indeed in extent, hut so . rich in■•fertility, that it was called 
Medulla Htspayiioa, “The marrow of Spain.”—-Vid., Besamlii Aritiq.. Lusit. 

1. iii. - '—-or- ■■ A 77; ■ Ah', . h 

f In 'propriety most certainly a crusade, tho-ugdj.,that term has never 
before been appiied to this war.. ■ . . , 
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Portuguese. writers* the Moorish army amounted ..to near 400,000 
mennor is,this number incredible when wc consider what armies-" 
they at other times ..-have . brought, into the. field,.and that at this 
time: they came to: take -possession • of lands from which they had 
been excelled. Lion Alonzo, however, -with a very small army, 
gave thorn battle on the plains of Ourique,,and after a straggle of. 
six . hours, obtained a-most* glorious and complete--victory, and one 
which, was .crowned with an event, of the utmost importance. On 
the field of battle Don Alonzo was proclaimed King of Portugal; 
-bydiis xfiediorious -soldiers, and he in return conferred the rank of 
nobility, on the---whole - army; The constitution of the monarchy, 
however, - was--.--not-settled, nor was.rAlo.nzo invested with the 
regalia till,: six- years after, this memorable -victory:- . The . kind 
of govenmi'efii the Portuguese had .'.submitted- to ' under the 
Spaniards and-.-Moors, and-- .the advantages-.whidlMhey saw were- 
derived from their own valour, Iiad taught theinw^ love of liberty, 
while Alonzo himself understood the spirit of his subjects too well, 
to .make"-the least attem pt to set himself up as a despotic monarch. 

• Altec six years spent- in,further victories, he called an assembly of 
tJ.ie .prelates, nobility, and commons, to meet at, Lamego. When, 
t-ne. assembly opened, Alonzo appeared seated on the‘.throne, but 
. with ou t - any - other -mark of regal dignity. Before he was crowned, 

; he coustitmion of the state was settled, and eighteen statutes were 
&demnl.y--.confirmed- by oath * as the charter of king and people; 
.star,ute.s diametrically opposite to the--divine right and arbitrary 
slower-,-of:kings,'-principles• which• inculcate and demand the un¬ 
limited-passive obedience of-the-subject. - • 

■T'jie- founders- of the Portuguese monarchy transmitted to their 
heirs those, generous principles of liberty-which complete arid adorn 
i no martial character. The ardour of the volunteer, an ardour' 
-..unknown -to the-slave -and the mercenary, added - to the most 
•ramaimojdeas of military glory, characterized the Portuguese under 
t-iie reigns -of their first- monarchs. Engaged -in- almost continual 
■wars: with-the.-'Moors, this spirit rose higher and-higher; and the 
uesim.-to .extirpate-Mohammedanism—the principle which animated 
f.he wish of victory-in every battle'—seemed .to -take - deeper root 
i i eiorv age Smh rvm the unoncis and such ihc ]imuphs 
f >f:the .people who were governed by .the successors of Alonzo I.-— 
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a succession of great men who proved themselves worthy to reign 
over so military and enterprising a nation. 

By a continued train of victories the Portuguese had the honour 
to drive the'Moors: from Europe. The invasions of European soil 
■ by these people were now requited/ by successful expeditions into 
Africa. Such was the manly spirit' of these ages, that the. 
statutes of Lamego received additional articles in favour of liberty, 
a convincing proof that the. general heroism of a people depends 
upon the principles of freedom. Alonzo IV.,* though not . an 
amiable character, was perhaps the greatest warrior, politician, 
and monarch of his ago. After a reign of military splendour, he 
left his throne to his son Pedro, surnamed the Just. Ideas of 
equity and literature were now diffused by this great prince,t who 
was himself a polite scholar, and a most accomplished gentleman. 
Portugal began to perceive the advantages of cultivated talents, 
and to feel its superiority over the barbarous.politics of the.ignbfan t 
Moors. The great Pedro, however, was succeeded by a weak: prince, 
and the heroic spirit of the Portuguese seemed to exist no mere 
under his son Fernando, surnamed the Careless. / 

Under John 14 all. the virtues of the Portuguese again shone 
forth with redoubled, lustre. Happily for .Portugal,-his lather had 
bestowed an excellent education upon .this- prince,■-which* added to 
his. great natural talents, rendered him one of the greatest of 
monarchs. Conscious of the superiority which his own. liberal 
education- gave him, -he was assiduous to bestow the same ad¬ 
vantages. upon his children, '/and'hehimself . often became their 
preceptor in science and useful knowledge. Fortunate in all his 
affairs, be was most , of all fortunate in h.is family. He . had. 
many sons, and he lived to, see them become .men of..parts and , 
of action, whose only emulation was to show;affection to his person 
and to support his; administration by their great .abilities.- 

All the sons .of John excelled. in military exercises, and: in .the : 
literature of their age; Don Edward and Don Pedro § were 

* For the character of this prince, see the note, Bk. iii. p. 96, 

f For anecdotes of this monarch, see the nffes, Bk. iii,p. 90," 

.- j This great prince was the Aafural son/hf Pedro tbe’Jusf, Some.years' 
after the murder of his beloved spousil, Inez de Castro (see Liisiad, Bk. iii,, 
p. 96), lest his father, whose severe temper he too well knew, should force:': 
him into a disagreeable marriage, Don Pedro- commenced an amour with a 
Galician lady, who became the mother, of-John 1., the preserver of the For-, 
fuguesc-monarchy, : :. : : / ■ 1 .;''/' 
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particularly educated for the cabinet, and the mathematical 
.genius .of Don -Henry received every; encouragement which a 
king and a father could give to ripen it into perfection and public 
. .utility. 

History was well known to Prince Henry, and his turn of mind 
peculiarly enabled him to make political observations upon it. 
'Die History of ancient Tyre and Carthage showed him what a 
, .maritime nationmight hope to become: and the flourishing colonies 
' of the Greeks were the frequent topic- of bis conversation. Adhere 
..Grecian commerce;/ extended its influence the . deserts became ’ 
cultivated iields, .cities'. rose, and men were drawn from the 
/woods and.caverns to unite in society. The Romans, on the other . 
hand, when:-.they- destroyed Carthage, buried. in her. ruins the i 
: fountain ..of civilization, improvement and opulence,. They ex- 
; tinguiKhed . the ; spirit of, eohrtnerco, and the agriculture, of the 
conquered' nations. ;■ ; And thus, while the ’luxury- of Rome con-, 

. sumed the wealth of her provinces,- her uncommercial policy 
j dried up the sources of its continuance. . Nor -were the inestim- 
j able advantages of commerce the sole motives of Henry. All the 
! ardour that the love of his country ■ could.-awaken conspired. to-' 
: stimulate the natural turn of his genius for the .'improvement 
i b?.iiavi^ation..';-' : 

1; - As the kingdom of Portugal had been wrested from the Moors, 

.. and established by conquest, so its existence still-depended on the. 
.superiority- of force of arms ; and even before the birth- of-.Henry, 
i't superiority of the Foituguo’-e navies had Veil of the almost 
pmmsequence to the protection of the state. Whatever, therefore, 
■■.might curb the power of the Moors, was of the utmost importance 
to the existence of Portugal. Such were the views and circuin- 
•stanecs which united to inspire the designs of Henry, designswhich , 
were jtowerfully enforced by the religion of that, prince. Desire 
. w -extirpate Mohammedanism was synonymous with patriotism: in 
Portugal. It was the pi maple which gave hiith to. and support! d 
:heir monarchy. Their kings avowed it: and Prince Henry always 
•professodf-.that. to ..propagate- the Gospel - and- extirpate Moham¬ 
medanism, was the great purpose of all his enterprises. The same 

uaodo. Pecb.n. and Henry. Edward ^’lcor-dod hi, fit hr r. Je.tti, di-diiuumbed 
froth ;d rht ramp ana cabinet, mthe lvigu of hi» brother Edward hid i hr 
honour to i pjw.v: thjf .iguiv-t T.uipior, v,hi. h ptnposed by 

hit, brother Fernando', io whole perpetual captivity il t-udrd. 
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principles, it is certain, inspired King Emmanuel, under whom 
the eastern world was discovered by Gama.* 

The crusades, which had, rendered the greatest political service 
to Spain and' Portugal, had begun; how; to, .have sonic effset upon; 
the commerce of Europe. The Hanso Towns had received charters 
of liberty, and had united together for the protection of their trade 
against the pirates of the Baltic. The Lombards - had opened a. 
lucrative traffic with the ports of Egypt, from whence- .they 
imported into Europe the riches of India; and Bruges, the mart 
between them and the Hahse Towns, was, in . consequence;- suW 
rounded with the best agriculture of these ages,! a certain proof of 
the dependence of agriculture upon the extent of commerce. The 
Hanse Towns were liable,' however,, to he buried in the victories; of, 

. a tyrant,, and the trade with Egypt. was exceedingly insecure 
and precarious. . Europe was still enveloped: in the dark inists of: 
ignorance; commerce still crept, in : an infant state, along the 
coasts, nor were the ships adapted for long voyages, A successful 
tyrant might have overwhelmed the system, of commerce entirely, 
for it. stood on a much narrower, basis than in the days,of Phoe¬ 
nician and Greek colonization; A broader; and more permanent 
foundation of commerce than the world had yet seen was wanting 
to bless mankind, and Henry, Duke of Yiseo, was born to give, it, ' : 

In order to promote his.designs, Prince Heniy was appointed 
Commander-in-chief of the Portuguese forces ; in Africa. ■ He had'*; 
already, in 1412, three . years before the reduction of (leuta,'|. sent 
a ship to make discoveries on the Barbary coast. . Gape Nam § (as . 
its name implies), was then th eyie plus ullra of European aiaviga- 

* The dominion of the Portuguese in the Indian seas cut the sinews of . 
the Egyptian and other Mohammedan powers.. 

■ f Flanders has been the school-mistress of husbandry to Europe. Sir 
Charles Lisle, a royalist, resided.in this country several years (luring t.be , 
Commonwealth ; and after the EestoratiOn, rendered England the greatest; 
service, by .introducing the present system of agriculture. Where trade, 
increases, men’s thoughts are set in action; .lienee' the increase of. food 
which is wanted is supplied by a redoubled attrition, to husbandry; and 
hence it. was that agriculture waft'of.'old improved and/diffused' by the 
Phtenician colonies. ' 

At; the reduction of Ceuta in Africa, and in other engagements, Prince - 
Henry displayed militery genius and valour of the first magnitude.. The .; 
important fortress of Ceuta was in a manner won by his own sword.-. ■ 
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lion; the.ship sent-l>y Henry, however, passed it sixty leagues, ami 
readied Caj/c Hqjador. About a league and a half from Ca]X' St,. 
Vincent (supposed to be the Promontorium Sacrum of the Romans), 
Prince Henry built his town of Sagrez, the best planned and fortified 
town iniPqrtUgrtl. Here, where the view of the ocean inspired: his 
hopes, he erected his arsenals, and built and harboured his ships. 
And here, leaving the temporary: bustle and cares of the State to 
his father and-brothers, he retired.like a .philosopher .from-.the world 
iu orderto promote its^happiness.'- Having received all the iiiformar' 
tipn he/eoulcLcbtain: in Africa* he continued, unwearied in; his 
mathematical and geographical studies ; the. art of - shipbuilding: 
received;amazing improvement under his direction, and the correct¬ 
ness of hie ideas of the structure of the globe;is--xiow confirmed, 
,-He it ,war> who first, suggested the use of-the mariner’s compass, 
and of ipngitudo and latitude in navigation, and demonstrated how 
those .-might .be-‘ascertained-,-by/ astronomical observations. Havai 
adventurers were.now. invited from all parts to the town of Sagrez, : 
and In 14I8 : Juan Gonsalez Zareo' and.Tristran Vaz set sail qn an 
, expedition of discovery, the circumstances of which give us a striking’ 
picture of the state of navigation ere it was remodelled' by the 
.-genius of HenryA . - 

; : . (Japev Bojaddr;, so named from its extent-,* runs about, forty 
leagues to the westward, and for about six leagues off land there is 
it didst violent:.current, .-which,-'dashing' upon the shallows, makes 
w tempestuous: sea. This was deemed impassable, for it had not 
occurred, to-any .one that by standing out to sea-the current might, 
no, avoided.. To pass this formidable Cape, was the commission of 
'-Zfirep'and Vaz, who were. also, ordered to survey the African coast, 
which, according: to-the information, given to Henry-by the. Moors, 
'ih'^tendedv-to the. Equator. Zarco and Vaz, however, lost- -their 
Course, iff la' storm, find-were’^driven to a small .island, which, in 
the joy of their deliverance, they named Puerto Santo, dr the Holy 
Haven; . . Nor was Prince Henry less joyful--of -their "discovery than 
they had been of their escape: sufficient proof of the miserable 
state .of navigation in those days; for this island-, is. only a few, 
: days’ voyage from; Sagfdz. , 

The discoverers of Puerto Santo, accompanied by Bartholomew 
IVroundio, were, with three ships, sent our ou Umber irial. iVre- 
Btrello, having .sown some seeds ;.and-:. left sobie:. cattle ar, Huerta- 


Cape Bojalorffroni the Spatii-h, bujar, to compuv. or go about. 
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Santo, returned to Portugal.* Zarco and Van directing their course 
souflnvard, in 1419, perceived something like, a cloud on the water, 
and sailing towards, it, discovered.-an-island covered with woods, 
■which from tins circumstance they named -Madeira, f And this 
rich and beautiful island was the first reward of the enterprises of 
7 Prince Henry. 

! Nature calks upon Portugal to be a maritime power, and her 
naval, superiority over the Moors, was, in the time of Henry, the 
surest defence of her existence as a kingdom. Yet, though all his 
labours tended to establish that naval superiority on the surest 
basis, though even the religion of the age added its authority to the 
clearest political principles in favour of Henry, yet were his enter¬ 
prises and his expected discoveries derided with all the insolence of 
. ignorance, and the bitterness of popular .clamour, Barren deserts 
like Lybia, it was said, were all that could he found, and a thousand 
disadvantages, drawn from these data, were foreseen and foretold. 
The great mind and better knowledge of Henry, however, were not 
thus to be shaken. Twelve years had elapsed since the discovery 
of Madeira in unsuccessful endeavours to carry navigation farther. 
At length, one of his captains, named Galianez, .in. 1434 passed the 
Cape of Bojador, till then invincible ; an action, says Faria, not 
inferior to the labours of Hercules. 

Galianez, the next year, accompanied- by 'Gonsalez Baldaya, 
carried his discoveries . many leagues farther-. Having put two' 
horsemen on shore to discover the face of the country, the 
adventurers, after riding several hours, saw nineteen men armed 
with javelins. The natives fled, and the two horsemen pursued, 
till one of the Portuguese, being wounded, lost, the first blood that 
was sacrificed to the new system of commerce. A small beginning, 
it soon swelled into oceans, and deluged the eastern and western 
worlds. The cruelties of Hernando Cortez, and that more horrid 
barbarian, Pissarro,£ are no more to be charged upon Don Henry 

* Unluckily, he also left on this island two rabbits, whoso young so 
increased that in a few years it was found not Ipfoitable, every vegetable 
. being destroyed by the great .increase qf'.f.hese.animals..;'(,-:"-v.; . ; 

t Madeira in. Portuguese signifies timber.— FA. i V. 

X -If one would trace the true character of.Cortez and the Americans, he 
must have, recourse tj the numerous Spanish writers, who Were either 
witnesses of the first, wars, or soon after travelled in these count ries. [The 
reader cannot do better than refer to Prescott's History of the Conquest of 
■■Mexico and Peru -for information on these points.—Act] In these he will 
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and Columbus, than the villainies of the Jesuits and the horrors of 
the -Inquisition are to he ascribed to Him who commands us to 
do to our neighbour as we would wish our neighbour to do to us. 
Hut, if it be maintained that he who plans a discovery ought to 
foresee the miseries which the vicious will engraft upon his enter¬ 
prise, let the objector be told that the miseries are uncertain, while 
the advantages .are real and sure. . - 

•In 1440 Anthony Gonsalez brought.some -Moors prisoners to ! 
LitAou,- These he took two and forty leagues beyond Oape.Bojador, 
and i,j Tb'.’d he returned with his captives. One Moor escaped, 
but ten- blacks-of Guinea and-a considerable quantity of gold dust 
;5t*iy% / gi^&n ; .:m':'ransouii}for two Mothers. A. rivulet at .the place of 
landing was named by Gonsalez, Rio del Gro, or the River, of Gold. 
And the islands of Adeget, Arguim, and De las Garqas were now 
discovered. .■/; ; ■ - 
■ The negroes of Guinea, the first ever seen in Portugal, and .tlieb 
gold' diist. eseited. other passions beside admiration. A company 
.Was formed:at Ragos, trader the auspices of Prince Henry, to carry 
oh A traffic with the newly (discovered countries; aud,. as the•; 

fmd in a ay '.anecdotes ■•which. afford a light not to be found in oar modern 
Insi-oms. .Cortez- set out to take gold by force, and not by establishing; 
•anr svstem of commerce with the natives, the only just reason for effecting 
•n- settlement in a foreign country. He was asked by various states, what 
.-fcnnniodif.ies -or-drugs - he-wanted, and was promised abundant, .supply. He 
and his Spaniards* he answered,-had a. disease at t heir hearts, which nothing 
..best ■■ gold eon Id cure; and he received intelligence that Mexico abounded 
wit h it. .-Under .pretence of a friendly conference, he made the Mexican 
: emperor. Montezuma, his prisoner, and ordered him to pay tribute to 
t diaries V.. Immense. sums were paid, but the demand was, boundless. •• 
Tumults ensued.. Cortez displayed amazing generalship; and some millions 
-of-those who boasted of the greatness of Montezuma were sacrificed to the 
oisease of Cortez’s heart. Pissarro,-however-. in the barbarity of his character, 
-tar exceeded him. There is a .bright side to the character of Cortez, if we 
-ns.it forget;-.that, his avarice was the cause of a most unjust and most bloody.. 
•AV«y; bntPizarro . is a character completely detestable,- destitute of every 
spark: of generosity. He massacred the Peruvians because they--were . 
-n.-i-rhamiis, ana he. hiroseif could not read, Atsibabpii, the Peruvian 
;lhe;», ; kmsszed atdhe art <»f reading, got a Spaniard to write fhe word pips. 
jUovi) on. his finger, t On -trying if the Spaniards agreed in what it. signified, 
he fUfU.-ovftrea that Pizarro could not read. And Ihzarro,m revenge, of the 
;c.niitotT!pt ; ft(V"perceived-m the face ol Ataba-hpa. ordered that prince to be 
tried fur his iiuvfor having concubines; and being tin idolater. Atabalipa 
wa* condemned to be burned; but on submitting wrbaptism, he was .oniy 
hanged, See IVscott’s Co/iyuest of Tct u. 
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Portuguese considered themselves in a state of continual hostility 
with the Moors, about two hundred of these..people, inhabitants of 
the Islands of Nar and Tidciy in 1444, were brought prisoners 
to Portugal. Next year Gonzalo de Cintra was attacked by the 
Moors, fourteen leagues beyond Rio del Oro, where, with seven.of. 
his men, he was killed. 

This hostile proceeding displeased Prince Henry, and in 1446 
Anthony Gonsa-lez and two other captains were sent to enter into a 
treaty of peace and traffic with the natives of Rio del Oro, and' 
also to attempt their conversion. But these proposals were .re¬ 
jected by the barbarians, one of whom, however, came voluntarily 
to Portugal, and Juan Fernandez remained with the natives, to 
observe tlieir manners and the products: of the country. 

In 1447 upwards of thirty ships followed the route of traffic 
which was now opened: and John de Castilla obtained the infamy 
to stand the first on the list of those names whose .villainies have 
disgraced the spirit of commerce, and afforded the loudest com-, 
plaints against the progress of navigation. Dissatisfied with -the : 
value of his cargo, lie seized twenty of the natives of Gomera (one 
of the Canaries), who had assisted him, and with whom he was in 
friendly alliance, and brought them as slaves to. Portugal. : Rut- 
Prince Henry resented this outrage, and having given them some 
valuable presents of clothes, restored the captives to freedom and 
their native country. 

The reduction of the Canaries was also this year attempted;. 
but Spain having challenged the discovery: .of these islands, the 
expedition was discontinued. Id. the Canary Islands a singular 
feudal custom existed; giving to the. chief man, or governor, a. 
temporary right to the person of every bride in his district. 

In 1448 Fernaudo Alonzo was sent ambassador, to the king of 
Cape Verde with a treaty of trade and conversion, which was 
defeated, at that time by the treachery .of the natives. ■ In.i449.the - 
Azores were discovered,by Gonsalo Velio;.and; the coast sixty 
leagues beyond Cape Verde was visited by the fleets .-of Henry. It 
is also certain that some of his commanders- passed .the-equinoctial- > 
line. ■ r * ■■■ 

Prince Henry had now, with inflexible perseverance, prosecuted 
■his discoveries for upwards of forty years. His lather, John I., eon- • 
curred with him-in *his views, and gave him every assistance; his 
brother, King Edward, during his short reign, took the same interest 
in his expeditions as his father had done; n*r was the eleven 
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years* regency of Jus brother Don Pedro less auspicious to him.* 
But the misunderstanding between Pedro and his nephew Alonzo V., 
who. took upon him the reins, of government in liis seventeenth 
year, retarded the designs of Henry, and gave him much uubap] 1 - 
dess-f, At Ids town.-of Sagrez, from whence he had not moved for 
ihauy years,'Don Henry, now; in his sixty-seventh year, yielded to 
the stroke of fate, in the year of our Lord 1463, gratified with tire 
certain pm^-cet that the. route to the eastern world would one day 
sawn, .the enterprises to which- he had given birth. He sa.w with 
.pleasure-- the naval superiority of . his country over the Moors 
•established on the, most solid basis, its. trade greatly-upon the 
increase, and .flattered himself that he had given a mortal wound 
•to Mohammedanism. To him, as to their primary author, are due 
all the inestimable.''advantages which: ever have flowed,.or ever will 
flow from the discovery of the greatest part of Africa, and of the : 
Last and West Indies. Every improvement in the state and 
.manners of these countries, or whatever country may be yet dis¬ 
covered, is strictly duetohim. What is ah Alexander, crowned 
.with trophies: at the head of .his army, compared with a. Henry 
contcmplatiiig the ocean from his window on the rock of Sagrez! 
The’ one suggests the idea of a destroying demon, the other of 
«• • benevolent-- Deity. 

... - PromM448, when Alonzo V. assiuhcd the -power of government, 
till the end of .-.his’-reign-- in 1471, little progress was made iu 
•'maritime.--affairs;-. Cape Catherine alone was added to the, former, 
discoveries..- But under his son, John II., the designs of Prince 
Henry, wererprosecuted with renewed vigour.. In 14.81 the Portu- 
•Eueae. built a fort on the Gold Coast, and the. King of Portugal 
tookahe title of..Lord of Guinea. Bartholomew Diaz, in 1486, readied, 
river, which he named deWInfante on the eastern side of Africa, 
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promontory, unknown for many ages, which bounds the south of 
Africa. From the storms he there - encountered, he .named it Gape, 
of Storms:; but John, elated with the promise of; India, which this 

■ discovery, as ho justly deemed, included, gave it the name, of the 

; Cape of Good Hope. The arts and valour of the Portuguese had. 
now made a great impression on the minds of the Africans. The... 
King of Congo sent the sons of some of. his. principal officers to ■ 
Lisbon, to be instructed in arts mid-religion;; and ambassadors from* 
the King of Benin requested teachers to be sent , to his Kingdom.: 
On the return of his subjects, the King and Queen of Congo,-with .: 
100,000 of their people, were baptized. An ambassador also 
arrived from the Christian Emperor of Abyssinia, and Pedro de 
CoVillam and Alonzo de Pay va-were sent by land to penetrate into 
the East, that they might acquire whatever intelligence might 
facilitate the desired navigation to : India. Ckrallam and; Pqyya 
parted at Toro in Arabia, and took different routes. The former 
Shaving visited Conanor, Calicut, and Goa in India,, returned to 
Cairo, where lie heard of the death of his companion. Here 
also he met the Rabbi Abraham of Beja, who was employed for 
the same purpose by ,King John. Covillam sent the Rabbi .home 
with an account of what countries he had scon, and he himself 
proceeded to Ormuz and Ethiopia, but, as Camoens expresses it-—' ; 

“ To7»s native shore, 

Enrich’d with knowledge, he return’d no more.” 

Men, whose genius led them to maritime affairs began now to 
he possessed by an ardent ambition to distinguish themselves; and 
the famous Columbus offered his service to King John, and was ■ 
rejected. Every one knows the discoveries of this great adventurer, 
but his history.is generally misunderstood.* The simple truth is, 

' * Henry, who undertook to extend the boundaries which ignorance had 
given to the world, had extended them much beyond the sensible horizon 
long .ere Columbus appeared. Columbus indeed taught the Spaniards'the 
use of longitude and latitude in navigation, but that groat mathematician, 
Henry, was the author of that grand discovery, qnd of the w of the com¬ 
pass. Every alteration ascribed r to Columbuc. ; had:, almost fifty years 
before been ■effected by, Henry. Even Henry’s idea of sailing: to India was 
adopted by Columbus. It was everywhere his proposal! When he 

■ arrived in the West Indies he thought he had found the Ophir of Solomon, 

• and thence these islands received their general name, and on his return he 

told John II. that he had been at the islands of- India. To find the Spice 
Islands of the East was his proposal at the-court of Spain ; and even on his 
fourth and last voyage in 1502, three years after 'Gama's return, he pro- 
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Columbus, 'who acquired liis skill in navigation among the Portu¬ 
guese, could be no stranger to the design, long meditated in that 
kingdom, of discovering a naval route to India, which, according 
to ancient geographers and the opinion of that age, was supposed 
to be the next land to the west of Spain. And that India and the 
adjacent islands were the regions sought, by Columbus is also 
certain. John, who esteemed the route to India as almost dis¬ 
covered, and in the power of his : own subjects, rejected the 
proposals of the foreigner: But . Columbus met a more favour¬ 
able reception from Ferdinand and Isabella, the king and queen 
of Castile. Columbus, therefore,. proposed, as Magalhaens after¬ 
wards did, for the same .reason, to steer a -.westward- course, and 
having in 1492 discovered some western islands, in .1493, on his 
/return to .Spain, he put into the Tagus with great tokens of 
. the'riches pf his discovery. Some of the Portuguese courtiers 
: (the samfe ungenerous minds, perhaps, who. advised the rejection,of 
• Columbus because he was a -foreigner) proposed the assassination 
of that great man,-thereby to conceal from Spain the advantages of 
his navigation, i But John, : though Columbus rather roughly 
upbraided Min, looked Upon him -now with a generous regret, 
and dismissed him with honour. The King of Portugal, howove;, 
.alarmed lest /the discoveries of Columbus should interfere with 
those of his crown, gave orders to equip a war-fleet to protect his 
rights. But matters were adjusted by embassies, and that cele- 
.bi-ated treaty was drawnup by .which Spain and Portugal divided 
■ ; the/ western and eastern worlds - between them.: The eastern 
‘half of the world was; allotted , for the Portuguese, and the western 
for the.Spanish navigation.. /A Papal Bull also, which, for obvious 
reasons, prohibited the propagation, of the .gospel in these bounds; 
/ by; thesubjects Pf ' any other state, confirmed this amicable and; 
..'extraordinary treaty. 

Soon-After--this, .however,; while the thoughts of King John 
were intent oh the discoyerjc of, India, his preparations'-'were' 

raised the King- of Spaiji to find India by a’westward passage. But though 
great-discoveries rewarded • ius toils, his first and .last purpose ho never- 
ooiupieteo. - It- was reserv-ed for tyngafkaens to discover.tae westward ,route, 
t-rh, VJsf.’m world. 

Aioiiiara and other Spanish’writers, relate, that while Columbus lived in 
Aia-wiva/a. pilot, tne-, onty saravur of a -snip’s Vrcw. ..cued at ins ,hv«Ms 
This- pilot.,' th.iv say,, had been driven to the - West- Indies, .or. America, by- 
tempest;;and ua iqs- death-bed comnuiuicateJ-the jowroal of his voyage, to 
Columbus. - 
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•interrupted : by his death. But his earnest desires and great 
designs were .inherited, together with his crown, by his cousin 
Kininanuel ; and in 1497 (the year before Columbus made the 
voyage in which lie discovered the mouth of the river Oronoko), 
Vasco de Gama sailed front the Tagus for tint discovery of India. 

Of this voyage, the subject of the Lusiad, many particulars.- are-: 
necessarily mentioned in the,notes; we shall therefore• 'only.':aliude; 
to these, but be more explicit on the others, which- are omitted 
by Camoens in obedience to the rules of epic poetry. 

Notwithstanding the popular clamour against the undertaking, 
Emmanuel was determined to prosecute the views of Prince Henry 
and John II. Three sloops of war and a store ship, manned with 
only 160 men, were fitted out; for hostility was not the purpose 
of this expedition. Vasco-de Gama, a gentleman of good family, , 
who, in a war with the French, had given signal proofs of his 
naval skill, was commissioned admiral and general, and his brother 
Paul, with his : friend Nicholas, Coello, were appointed to .com¬ 
mand under him. It is the greatest, honour of kings to distinguish 
the. characters of their officers, and . to employ tlieni accordingly.. 
Emmanuel in many instances was happy in this talent, particularly 
in the choice of Ms admiral for. the. Mscovery of India., lAlPthe.: 
enthusiasm of desire to accomplish his end, joined with the greatest 
heroism, the quickest- penetration, and coolest prudence, united to 
form the character of Gama. On his appointment he confessed 
to the king that his mind had long aspired to this expedition. ; 
The king expressed great confidence in his prudeiice and honour, ' 
and gave him, with his own hand, the colours which he was to 
carry. On this banner, which bore the cross of the military Order 
of Christ, Gama, with great enthusiasm, took the oath of fidelity. ' 

About four miles from Lisbon is a chapel on the sea side. 
To this, the day before their departure, Gama conducted the 
companions of his expedition. He was to encounter an ocean 
untried, and dreaded as unnavigahle, and he knew the power of 
religion on minds which are not inclined to dispute its authority. 
The whole night was spent in the chapel imprayers for success, 
and in the rites of their devo.ion. The next day, when the 
adventurers marched to the fleet, the shore of-Belem* presented 
one of .the. most solemn and affecting scenes-, perhaps recorded- in¬ 
history* The beach was covered with the inhabitants of Lisbon. 


* Or Bethlehem, »o named from the chapel. 
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A procession of priests, in their robes, sang anthems and offered up 
invocations to heaven. Every one looked on the adventurers as 
. brave men: going to a dreadful execution ; as rushing upon certain 
death; and the vast multitude caught the fire of devotion, and 
joined aloud in prayers for their success. The relations, friends, 
and acquaintances of the voyagers wept; all were affected; the 
■sight was general; Gama himself shed manly tears on parting with 
his friends, hut he hurried over the fender scene, and hastened on 
hoard with all the alacrity of hope. He set sail immediately, 
land so much affected were the thousands who beheld his departure, 

; that, they remained immovable. oh the shore, till the. fleet, under 
full sail, vanished, from their sight. 

Tt was on the 8tli of July when Gama left the Tagus. The 
flag ship was .commanded by himself, the second by his . brother, 
the third by Ooello, and the store ship by Gonsalo Nunio. 
Several, interpreters, skilled in Arabic, and other oriental languages, 
went along-with them. Ten malefactors (men of abilities, whose 
sentences of death were .reversed, on condition of .their -obedience 
■ to. Gama in whatever embassies or dangers among the barbarian's' 
he might think proper to employ them),, were also on hoard. The 
fleet,. favoured by the ; weather,. passed the. Canary and Cape de 
Yerde. islands, but bad .now to. encounter. other fortune. -Sorn'cr 
times'.stopped bj 1- dead calms, but for. the most part tossed by 
teinpests,. which increased in violence as they proceeded to the 
. -south! '..Thus driven far to .sea.they laboured through that wide 
ocean which: surrounds St. Helena, in seas, says Faria,. unknown 
; to, the ^Portuguese discoverers, none; of whom ;had: sailed so far to 
the-west.: .From the 28tlr of July, the. day .they, passed, the isle 
‘oi' St.'James, they ’had seen, no shore, and now : on November the 
. 4th. they-were happily relieved, by the sight of land. The fleet 
>;ithehored in a,large.: bay,* and. Cocllo was sent, in search of a river 
'•■‘W'hQSe'lthey.lhighf. take ifi wood and fresh . water. Having found 
f’T;*', the fleet made towards it, and Gama, whose orders were to 
: acquaint-himself with the manners of the people wherever lie 
touched, ordered a puvrv of his 5 men to bring him some of the 
natives by force, or sfratagom. One they caught as he was 
gathering honey on the side of a mountain, and brought him to 
- tae: fleet. He expressed the. greatest indifference- about the gold 
arid fine clothes width they showed him, hut was greatly delighted 


.Now railed St. IIclou’s 
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with some, glasses and little brass hells. These with great joy he 
accepted, and was set on shore; and soon after many of the blacks 
came for, and were gratified with, the like, trifles; in return .for 
which they gave plenty of their best provisions. None of Gama’s 
interpreters, however, could understand a word of their language, 
or obtain any information of India. The friendly intercourse, 
between the fleet , and the natives was, however, soon interrupted 
by the imprudence of Veloso, a young Portuguese, which occasioned 
a skirmish wherein Gama’s .life .was endangered. Gama and some 
others, were on shore taking the altitude of the sun, when in conse¬ 
quence of Veloso’s rashness they were attacked by the blacks with 
great fury. Gama defended himself with an oar, and received 
a dart in his foot. . Several others were likewise wounded, and 
they found safety in retreat. A discharge of cannon from the 
ships facilitated their escape, and Gama, esteeming it imprudent 
to waste his strength in attempts entirely foreign to the design of 
his voyage, weighed anchor, and steered in search of the extremity 
of Africa. 

In this part of the voyage, says Osorius,. “The heroism of 
Gama was greatly displayed,”. The waves swelled up like moun¬ 
tains, the ships seemed at one time heaved up to the clouds, and . 
at another precipitated to the bed of the ocean. The winds w r ere 
piercing cold, and so boisterous that the pilot's voice could seldom 
he heard, and a dismal darkness, which at that tempestuous 
season involves these. seas, added all its horrors. Sometimes ; the 
, storm drove them southward, at other times they were obliged 
to stand on the tack and yield to its fury,:preserving :'what .they 
had gained with the greatest difficulty.. y' ; :V . A.. A/Ay 

■“-With such mad seas the daring Gama fought ; 

For many a day, and many a dreadful night,, ' 

Incessant, labouring round the stormy Capo, 

By bold ambition led.” 

Thomson. 

During any interval of the storm, the sailors, wearied out with 
; fatigue, and abandoned to despair, surrounded .Gama, and implored 
him not to suffer, himself, and those committed to Ins care, to 
perish by so dreadluha death. The impossibility that men so ■ 
weakened could endure much longer, and the opinion' that this 
ocean was torn by eternal tempest, and therefore had hitherto 
been, and was impassable, were urged. But Gama’s resolution to 
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proceed was unalterable.* A conspiracy was tiion formed against 
his life.- But his brother discovered it, and the courage and pru¬ 
dence of Gama defeated its design. He put the chief conspirators 
and all. the pilots in irons, and he himself, his brother, Goello, and 
-some others/, stood night and day at . the helm and directed the 
course. At last, after having many days, with unconquered mind, 
withstood the:/tempest and mutiny (molem -perfidise) the storm 
suddenly ceased, and they beheld the Cape of Good Hope. 

'{• On : Noyember the 20th ’ all the fleet doubled that promontory, 
and steering northward, coasted along a rich and beautiful shore, 
adorned with large forests and numberless herds of cattle. All 
was irow. alacrity; the hope that, they had surmounted , every 
danger revived their spirits, and the- admiral was beloved and. 
admired. Here, and at the bay, which they named St. Bias, 
they .toph ; in provisions, and. beheld these beautiful rural scenes, 
described-byvCamoens. . Aiid. here the store sloop was burnt by 
iorder of- the. admiral. On. December the 8th a violent tempest 
drove the’fleet out of sight of land, and carried them to that: 

■ * The. voyage of Gama has been called; merely a. coasting one, and 
i therefore regarded.as much less dangerous and,hevoieal. than that-of Co- 
! luinbus, or of Magalhaens. But this is one of the opinions hastily taken up, 

‘ and founded oh ignorance. Columbus and Magalhaens undertook to navi¬ 
gate unknown/oceans, and: so did Gama; with this difference, that- the 
ocean : around the. Cape of Good, Hope, which Gama was to encounter, was 
;. believed to he, and had been.avoided by Diaz, as impassable. Prince Henry 
suggested that the current of Cape Bojador might be avoided by standing 
hut .td’ sea, and thus that Gape was tirst passed. Gama for this reason did 
- net coast, hut stood out to sea for upwards of three months of; tempestuous 
weather. /The tempests which afflicted Columbus and Magalhaens are by 
. .their different historians described with circumstances of less horror and 
. danger than those-which attacked Ganm. All the three commanders were - 
: etidahgei-ed by mutiny P but none of their crews, save Gama’s, could urge 
the 1 opinion of ages, and the example of a living captain, that the dreadful 
ocean which they attempted was impassable. Columbus and Magalhaens 
:. always found means, after detecting: a conspiracy, to keep the rest in hope; 

: but Gaina’s m;en, when. he put the pilots in irons, continued in the u( most 
. despair, Columbus was-Indeed: ill. obeyed ;: Magalhaens sometimes little 
bettbr; hiit/nothing, sate the . wonclerfhl: authority of Gama’s command, 
could have led. his crew, through th'b tempest.' whichdie surmounted ere he 
doubled .the Cape of;Good Hope, Goluinbus,with /its crew, must have re¬ 
turned. The expedients which lie used to soothe them, would, under Ids 
authority, have had no avail in. the tempest which Gama rode through. 
From, every .circumstance it is evident, that Gama had determined; not to 
return, unless he foi^id India. . Nothing loss ..than such resolution to perish 
ur .'attain hik-point cottlGhave led him oii. ; - 
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dreadful current which made the Moors deem it impossible to 
double, the Cape. Gama, however, though' unlucky in the time; 
of navigating these seas, was safely carried over flic current by the 
violence of a tempest; and having recovered the sight of land, as 
Jiis safest, course he steered northward along the coast. On the 
10th of January they discovered, about 2J0 miles from their last 
watering place, some beautiful islands, with herds of cattle frisk¬ 
ing in the meadows. , It was a profound calm, and Gama, : stood 
near to land. The natives were better dressed and more civilized 
than those they had hitherto seen. An exchange of .presents 
was made, and the black king was so pleased with the politeness 
of Gama, that he came aboard his ship to see him. At this- place* 
which he named Terra de Natal, Gama left two-of'the malefactors 
before mentioned to procure what information they could against; 
his return. On the 15th of January, in the dusk of the evening, 
they came to the mouth of a large river, whose banks were shaded 
with trees laden with fruit. On the return of day they saw 
several little boats with palm-tree leaves making: towards them, 
and the natives came aboard without hesitation or fear. Gama 
received them kindly, gave them an entertainment, "and';:sortie 
silken garments, which they received with visible joy. Only one 
of them, however, could speak, a little broken Arabic. .From him 
Fenian Martinho learned that not far. distant was a country 
where ships, in shape and size like Gama’s, frequently resorted. 
This'gave the-fleet great .encouragement, and. the admiral named 
this place “ The Paver of Good Signs.” 

Here, while Gama refitted his ships, the crews were attacked., 
with a violent scurvy, which carried off several of his men. Having 
taken in fresh- provisions, on the 24th of February' lie set sail, and 
on the 1st of March they descried : four islands on the coast of 
Mozambique. From one of these they perceived seven vessels in 
full sail bearing to the fleet. The Rfris, or captain, knew Gama’s 
ship by. the admiral’s ensign, and made up to her, saluting her with 
loud huzzas and instruments of music, ^Gama . received them, 
aboard, and entertained them with great kiftdness. The interpreters 
talked with them in Arabic. The island, in .which was the 
principal harbour and trading town, they said, was governed by 
a deputy of the Kirfg of Quiloa; and many Arab merchants, they 
added, .were settled here, who traded with Arabia, India, and other 
parts of the world. Gama w r as overjoyed, and the crew, with, 
uplifted hands, returned thanks to Heaven. 
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Pleased with the presents which Grama sent him, and imagining 
that .the Portuguese were Mohammedans from Morocco, the governor, 
dressed in rich embroidery, came to congratulate the admiral on 
his arrival in the cast. As he approached the fleet in great pomp, 
.Graina/removed the sick out of sight, and ordered ail those in- 
health to attend above deck, armed in the Portuguese manner: for 
he foresaw, what would happen when the Mohammedans should 
discover it-.was; ;a Christian fleet. During the entertainment pro - 
vided for liim Zacocia seemed highly pleased, and asked several 
.. questions about; the arms and religion of the. strangers. - Gama 
showed him his arms, and explained the force of his cannon, but he 
did not .affect to know .much about religion; however he frankly. 
promised to show him his books of devotion whenever a few days 
:;'fefresl)h?ent;.shopld;;.give' him a more, convenient time. In . the. 
.meanwliile he entreated Zacocia to send him some pilots who might 
Conduct,him; to India. Two pilots were next day .brought by the 
governor, a treaty of peace was solemnly concluded,, and every 
office of mutual friendship seemed to promise a lasting harmony; 
But : it was soon interrupted. Zacocia, as : soon as lie found the 
Portuguese were. Christians, used every endeavour to destroy the 
fleet. The liferok Gama was attempted. One of the Moorish 
pilots -deserted, and some of the Portuguese who were on shore to 
get .-fresh water were attacked -'by the natives, but were rescued 
'fcy a timel 3 r assistance from the ships. A 

.• : :l;-'r'B'eadek-''the.;liairod of the Christian name, inspired by their 
religion, the Arabs had other reasons to wish the destruction of 
-Gama. Before this period, they were almost the only merchants 
J of;tlie,East; .'.they had colonies in every place convenient for trade, 
and' were, the sole -masters of the. Ethiopian, Arabian, and Indian 
’.seas,' They; clearly - foresaw the consequences of the. arrival qf 
■-.Euro-peaus,' and every art was soon exerted to prevent such formi¬ 
dable rivals from effecting any footing in the . East. To these 
Mohammedan traders -the Portuguese ga ve the name of -Moors. 

'-••• v. Immediately after .$he. sldrmish-- at the watering-place, Gaina, 
having .one-Moorish pilot, set sail, but was soon driven back hv: 
tempestuous weather. He now; resolved to take in fresh water 
by force, -The. Moors perceiving, his intention, about two thousand 
of tiiem-rising: from ambush, attacked the Portuguese detachment. 
But, the pniuenec of Gama had not been asleep. His ships were 
srationed with art, .jind his artillery not only dispersed the hostile 
Moors, but reduced their town, which was built of wood, info a 
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heap of ashes. Among some prisoners taken by Paulus dc Gama 
was a pilot, and Zacocia Pegging forgiveness . for liis .treacliery, sent 
another, whose skill in navigation lie greatly commended. 1 byr;- 

A war with the Moors was now begun. Gama perceived ihat 
their jealousy of - European' rivals gave him nothing to expect 
but open hostility and secret, treachery; and. he : knew . what 
numerous colonies they had on every trading coast of the East. 
To impress them, therefore, with the terror of his arms on their first 
act of treachery, was worthy of a great, commander. Nor-was-he. 
remiss in his attention to the chief pilot who had been last sent. 
He perceived - in him a kind of anxious endeavour to bear-near 
some little islands, and suspecting there were unseen rocks in that 
course, he confidently charged the pilot with guilt, and ordered 
him to he severely whipped. The punishment produced a con¬ 
fession and promises of fidelity.-.. ''And; -.he' now.- advised- ;GAtha-'-io'; 
stand for Quiloa, which'he-assured him was inhabited bjp Christians.. 
Three Ethiopian Christians had come aboard tire fleet while at 
Zacocia’s island, and the opinions then current about Prester John’s 
country inclined Gama to try if he could find a-port where he 
might obtain the assistance of a people of his own religion. ..A 
violent storm, however, drove the fleet from Quiloa, and being-now 
near Momhas,.the pilot advised hint to enter, that, harbour, where, 
he said, there were also many Christians. 

The city of Mombas is agreeably situated on an island, formed 
by a river which empties itself into the sea by two mouths. The . 

: buildings are lofty, and of solid stone, and the country abounds 
with fruit-trees and cattle. Gama, happy to find a liarhom - where 
everything wore the appearance, of civilization, .ordered the fleet to 
cast anchor, which was scarcely done, when a galley, in whichwere 
100 men in oriental costume, armed with bucklers and ,sabres,, 
rowed up to the flag ship.. . All of these seemed desirous to borne': 
on hoard, hut only four, who by their dress seemed .officers, were 
admitted;. nor were these allowed,, till Stripped of their: arms. 
When on board they extolled the prudencp of Gama in refusing, 
admittance to armed strangers; and by,tiieir behaviour, seemed 
desirous to gain the good opinion of -the fleet. Their country;‘- they; 
boasted, contained , all the riches of India; and their king; they-pro¬ 
fessed, was ambitious of entering- into.a friendly treaty,.with .-the. 
Portuguese, with whose, renown he Avas w'ell acqUitinted. ; And, that 
a conference with his majesty and the offices of . friendship migh t 
be rendered more convenient, Gama was requested to enter -the 
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harbour.: As no place could bo, more commodious for the recovery 
of the sick, Gama resolved to enter tho port; ami in the rnean- 
whi'ie sent- two of the pardoned criminals as an embassy to the 
king. .These the king treated rvith;the greatest kindness, ordered 
his officers.to show them the strength and'Opulence of his city.; : 
/and, oh .-their return to the navy, he sent a present to Gama of . the 
.most valuable spices, of .which he boasted such abundance, that 
the Portuguese, he said, if they regarded their own interest, would 
seek for no other India. 

business of Gama; and 
one so advantageous was not to be refused. Fully satisfied by the 
report of his spies, he ordered to weigh anchor and enter the 
harbour. -. His own ship led the way, when a sudden-violence of 
. the.ti.de made Gama apprehensive of running aground.. He there¬ 
fore: ordered. the ;Sails to.be furled, and the anchors to be dropped, 

: and gave a; signal for the rest of the fleet to follow his. example. 
'This man mu vre, and the cries of. the sailors in executing it, alarmed 
.the Mozambique pilots., Conscious of their treachery, they thought 
their design; wms discovered, and leaped into the sea. Borne boats 
of Mombas took them up, and refusing to put them 'on board,.set 
them,.safely, on shore, though , the admiral repeatedly demanded 
the .restoration of the pilots. These proofs of treachery were 

• farther confirmed by the behaviour of the King of Mombas. In 
, rhe middle ,of'the night Gama thought he heard, some noise, and 

oh examihatiori,,formd his fleet surrounded by a great number of 
Mcore, who, with the utmost secrecy, endeavoured to cut his 
cables. But their scheme was defeated; and some Arabs, who., 
remained on board, confessed fhat.no Christians -wore resident either 

• at. Quilda' or. -Mombas, The storm ■-which drove them from the 
one place, and their late escape at the other, were now beheld 
a.- manifestations of the Divine favour, and Gama, holding up 
.his hands to heaven, ascribed his safety to tho care of Providence.* 
-Two days, however, elapsed before ..they could get clear of the rocky- 
bay of .Mombas. Having now ventured to. hoist- their sails, they 

.; steered: for Melinda,'’ 9 . port, they. had been told, where many: 
in r< ha nr- from India, rcsorkd, In then way tmthei tuey i > >k 1 
--Moorish- vessel, out of which Gama selected fourteen prisoners,: one 
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of whom he perceived by Ms' mien to be a person of distinction. 
By this Saracen, Gama was informed that lie was near ••Melinda,, 
that the kins was hospitable, and- celebrated for his faith, and that 
four, ships from India, commanded by Christian masters, were in 
that harbour. The Saracen also offered to go as Gama's messenger 
to the king, and promised to procure him an able pilot to conduct 
him to Calicut, the chief, port of India. 

As the coast of Melinda appeared to be dangerous, Gama anchored 
at some distance from the city, and, unwilling to risk the safety 
of any of his men, he landed the Saracen on an island opposite to 
Melinda. This was observed, and the stranger was brought.before 
the king, to whom he gave so favourable an account of the polite¬ 
ness and humanity of Gama, that a present of several sheep, and 
fruits of all sorts, was sent by his majesty to the admiral, who 
had the happiness to find the truth of what his prisoner had told 
him confirmed by the masters of the four 'ships from India. These 
were Christians from, Cambaya. They were transported-, with joy 
on the arrival of the Portuguese, and gave. several useful instruc¬ 
tions to the admiral. 

The city of Melinda was situated in a. fertile plain, surrounded’ 
with gardens and groves - of orange-trees, whose flowers diffused a 
most grateful odour. The pastures were covered with, herds; and 
the houses, built of square stones, were both elegant and magnifi¬ 
cent. Desirous to make an alliance. with sudi a state, Gama 
requited the civility of the king with great generosity, lie drew 
nearer the shore, and urged his instructions as apology for not 
landing to wait upon his majesty in ■ person. The apology .was 
accepted, and the king, whose ago and infirmity prevented him 
going on board, sent his son to fcongratulato Gatna, ahd eiitef into 
a treaty of friendship.. The prince, who had some time governed 
under the direction of his father, came in great pomp. His dress 
was royally magnificent, the nobles who attended him displayed 
all the riches of silk and embroidery, and the music of Melinda 
resounded all over the hav. Gama, to express his regard, met 
him in the admiral’s barge. The prince, a$. k>on as he came up. 
leaped into it, and distinguishing the,,admiral by his habit, embraced 
him with all the intimacy of old friendship. In their conversation, 
which was long and Uprightly, lie discovered nothing , of , the bar¬ 
barian, says Osorius, but in■ everything showed an intelligence 
and politeness worthy- of his high rank. He accented the fourteen 
Moors, whom Gama gave to him, with great pleasure. He seemed 
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to view Gama with enthusiasm, and confessed that the build of 
the Portuguese ships, so much superior to what lie had seeu, con¬ 
vinced him of the greatness of that people. lie gave Gama an 
able pilot, named Melemo Cana, to conduct him to Calicut; and 
requested, that on his return to Europe, he would carry an 
ambassador with him to the court of Lisbon. During the few 
days the fleet stayed at Melinda, the mutual friendship increased, 
and a treaty of alliance was concluded. And now, on April 22, 
resigning the helm to his skilful and honest pilot, Gama hoisted, 
sail, and steered to the north. In a. few days they passed: the 
line, and the Portuguese with ecstasy beheld the appearance of 
their native skv. Grion, Ursa Major and Minor, and the other 
; I stars /about : the, north: polo, were now a more : joyful; discovery than 
•‘•..the south pole had formerly been to them.*’ :The pilot now stood 
a out to the easty through the Indian ocean ; and after sailing about 
! three weeks, he had' the’happiness , to congratulate Gama on the- 
if.-view of the mountains of Calicut, who, transported with ecstasy, 

;! returned thanks- to Heaven, and ordered all his prisoners to be set 
p'rttliberty.',' d.'.-' .;' : 

; •• /T/About' two leagues from. Calicut, Gama ordered , the fleet to 
! anchor, and was soon surrounded by a number of boats. By one 
i lof these he sent one of the pardoned criminals to the city. . The 
i appearance of an unknown fleet on their coast brought immense 
. erowils around ; the stranger, who no sooner entered Calicut, than . 
Im was lifted from his feet and carried hither, and thither by the 
coifeourse, 1 . Though the populace . and the. stranger -were alike 

;•.« ■■■* AmerigoVespucci, describing his. voyage to America,-says,- “Having • 
passed the line, c come dcsidcroso d’essere. autore eke segnetssi la stella 
/ •—-desirousto be the namer and . discoverer of the Pole-star of the 
hotherhemisphere, I lost my sleep many nights in contemplating the stars 
of-' the other pole.’’ ; He then laments, that as his instruments could not. 
ibsuover: anv .star of less motion then ten degrees, ho had not the satisfac- 
; th.'R of giving a name to any one. ..But, as he observed four stars,. in form 
I -of^an -almmid, which had but little motion, he hoped in his next voyage : 
,• he should. be!able to mark them out.—All this is ';curioiis»: and; affords a 
'.good icommen't pri ; the Viinper of the ,ajan; wife had the art . to defraud 
:f!oluml>u4i,: hy giving hi*/Wn name to America y of which lie challenged 
ttir- di-ei'\t>ry. Non fifty je..if before* the aoj-age of Ann rig" Voq-uw, 

♦ hr Portugue.-e had crossed the liife; and Diaz fourteen, and Gama nearly 
three wears-before.' had doubled:ibe Cape of Good.Hope: had discovered 
seven-stars in-the constellation of the south polo. Ajid from the appearance 
’ of the four most luminous, had given it, the name of •• Yhe Gross/’ a figure 
which it better res^nbles than that of an almond. 
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earnest to be understood, their language was unintelligible to each 
oilier, till, happily for Gama, a Moorish merchant accosted his 
messenger in the Spanish tongue. The next.'day this Moor, who 
was named Monzaida, waited upon Gama on hoard his ship. He 
was a native of Tunis, and the chief person, lie said, with whom 
John II. had at that port contracted for military stores. Ho was 
a man of abilities and great intelligence of the .world, and an 
admirer, of the Portuguese valour aud honour. The. engaging 
behaviour of Gama heightened his esteem into the sincerest attach¬ 
ment.. Monzaida offered to be interpreter for the admiral, and 
to serve him in whatever besides he might possibly befriend him. 
And thus, by one of those unforeseen circumstances which often 
decide the greatest events, Gama obtained a friend who soon ren¬ 
dered him the most important services. 

At the first interview, Monzaida gave Gama the fullest informa¬ 
tion of the climate, extent, customs, religion, and riches of India, 
the commerce of the Arabs, and the character of the sovereign. 
Calicut was not only the imperial city, hut the greatest port. The 
king, or zamorim,* who resided here, was acknowledged as emperor 
by the neighbouring princes ; and, as his revenue'consisted chiefly 
of . duties on merchandise, he had always encouraged the resort 
of foreigners to liis ports. - y 

Pleased with this promising prospect, Gama sent two of his 
officers .with Monzaida to. wait upon the zamorim at his palace, 
at Pandarene, a few miles from the city. They were.admitted, to': 
the royal apartment,• and,delivered their embassy: to which the 
zamorim replied, that the arrival of the admiral of so great a 
prince as Emmanuel, gave him inexpressible pleasure, and that 
he would willingly - embrace the offered alliance. In the mean¬ 
while, as their present station was extremely dangerous, he advised 
them to bring the ships nearer to Pandarene, and for this purpose 
he sent a pilot to the fleet. : . 

A few days after this, the zamorim sent his first minister, or 
catual.f attended by several of the nayres, or nobility, to conduct 
Gama to the royal palace. As an interview with the zamorim 
was absolutely necessary to complete- the ^Mrpose of his voyage, 
Gama immediately agreed to “it, though the treachery he” had 
already experienced since his arrival in the eastern seas showed 

♦ Properly “ Sann&ra-Rajah,” King of the Sea, corrupted into 
Zamorim.— Ed. 

t “ Kotwal” signifies Superintendent of the Police.-—Ad. 
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hira the personal danger which he thus hazarded. He gave his 
brother, Paulus,and Coello the command of the fleet in his absence. 

? Tiie revenue ef the zamorim moso chiefly from the traflic of 
• .ihe.'.'.Moors -jf•thie:-^&rioi)!g'.-colonies of these people were ..combined^ 
in one interest, and the jealousy and : consternation which his 
arrival in the eastern seas had spread among them, were circum¬ 
stances well known to Gama : and lie knew, also, what he had- to 
.-.expect, -both■•from- their■■..•force, and their fraud. But duty .and 

- honour required him to complete the purpose of his voyage. He 
-, ..left peremptory -.command,-.that-, if he .was detained a prisoner, or 

any attempt made.upon his life,.they.should take no step to save 
: fliim or to reverse his date ; ■ to give,ear. to no message which migh t 

- come ‘in his name for such purpose, and to: enter into no negotia- 

- tion on ;.his behalf. They-were to .keep some, boats near the shore, 
i -to favour his escape,if he pnoeived. treachery before being detained 
i: .by force:. yet the moment tltat force rendered his escape irn- 

: practica'ble':;thejr-Werc> to set sail, and carry the tidings to the, king.' 

. As.tins was Ills only concern,.he would. suffer no risk that might 
lose a man;, or, endanger the homeward voyage.; Having left, 
these; orders,, lie went, ashore with the catual, attended only: by 
twelve of his own men, for he would not weaken his fleet, though 
he knew the pomp of attendance would in one respect have been 
m-eatly hi.his favour at the first court of India. . .. 

As soon--as landed, he and the catual were carried in great 
: 'pompj. in palanquins, upon men’s : shoulders,, to the .chief temple, : - 
and :t;henee,' amid inhhense crowds, to the royal 'palace, . The 
'-apartment- and -dress••of.the - zamorim were, such as might be ex- 
. mooted from the luxury and wealth ot India. The emperor reclined 
. on a. rnagbificen t - couch , surrounded with bis' nobility and officers 
of state. - Gama was..introduced to him by a venerable ok! man, 
tiie -chief brahmin. His .majesty, by a gentle .nod,.appointed' the. 
admiral to sit on one of the steps .of. his sofa, and then demanded 
! "jsiKi 5 'v. 3! was against the custom of his country, Gama 
o plv'i, io <luivi>r ins instiuctmns m a public asserublj’; he there¬ 
fore desired that the tip"'- and a lew. of his ministers would gram 
him,-a private, audience, , -This'-.wa#-complied with, and Gama, in 
i ma iU pce< ii set Imtli flic git itness of his sovereign EmnnimG, 
.the larne lice had-heard, of r,he wunorim, and ^ie desire he had to 
m.tei mp an allieme with so <;n i( a prince : nor Here the mutual 
ad van l a ;<*« of snel^a imarv mottled bv the admiral. Tim /ammim,: 
in nq ,y, pp fessed great tstvem for the friendship of the King of 

/ 
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Portugal, and declared his readiness to enter into a friendly alliance. 
He; then ordered the eatual. to provide proper .apartments for Gafoa 
in his. own house; and having promised another eon fetched; he dis-, 
missed the admiral with all the appearance of.sincerity. - 

. The : character of this monarch is .strongly marked in the.history ; 
of Portuguese Asia. Avarice was his ruling passion.;; he was 
haughty or mean, bold or timorous, as . his .interest rose hr 1 fell in 
the.'.balance, of his judgmentwavering and irresolute whenever the' 
scales seemed doubtful which: to preponderate.He.'was pleased, with- 
; the prospect of bringing the commerce of Europe'to his harbours, 
but he was also influenced by the threats of the Moors.. ; '; 

' . Three days elapsed ere Hania was. again permitted , to see the 
i zamorim. - : At . this second audience he presented the -letter: and 
. presents of Emmanuel. The letter was ■ received with politeness, 
but the presents, were viewed with an eye of contempt. \ ; ->Ctoma. 
noticed it, and said he only came to discover the-route to India,- 
and therefore was not charged with valuable gifts,before the indu'd-’ 
ship of the state,where they might choose to traffic, was known. 
Yet, indeed, he brought the most valuable: of all gifts, the ; offer - of ' 
; the friendship of his sovereign, and the commerce of his country.; 
He then entreated the king not .to reveal the contents of .Emmanuel’s 
letter to .the Moors.: and the king, with .great' .'apparent', friendship, 
desired Gama to; guard against the perfidy of . that people. lAt this 
. time, it is highly probable, the zainorim was sincere.- . . 

Every hour since the arrival of the. fleet the Moors had held ; 
secret conferences. That one man of it mightnonreturn was. their ' 
purpose; and every method to accomplish this was meditated. To 
influence the king against the Portuguese, to assassinate Gama; th: 
raise a general insurrection to destroy the foreign navyv and’ to 
bribe the eatual, were determined. And the eat ual (r.he master of 
the house where Gama was lodged) accepted the bribe,-arid entered-. 
into their interest. Of all these .circumstance 
■apprised by his faithful interpreter, Monzaida, whose aifention to 
the foreign admiral , the Moors hitherto, had not-suspected. Thus, 
informed, and having obtained the faith! o£ an alliance; from! the ; 

''sovereign of the first port of-',India, Gania resolved to elude the. 
.plots of the Moors; and--Aecordin^lyphef6re)the;;d.at\m,-Ji(j set out - 
far Pandarene, in hope to get aboard his fleet, by some of the boats 
which he had ordered to hover about the shore. 

But the Moors were vigilant. His escape was immediate] v 
known, and the eatual, by the king’s order, pursued and brought 
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him back by force. The catual. however (for it was necessary for 
their schemes to have the ships in their power), behaved with 
politeness to the admiral, and promised to use all his interest in his 
behalf. 

The eagerness of the Moors now contributed to the safety of 
Gama. Their principal merchants were admitted to a formal 
audience, when one of their orators accused the Portuguese as a 

■ nation of faithless plunderers: Cfama, he said, was an exiled pirate, 

■ who had^ marked his course with blood ..and depredation. If he 
were not a pirate, still there was no excuse for giving such warlike 

hforeigners any footing in a, country already supplied with all that' 
■'('»aturb":and(hbmhrbrce..:could .give. He expatiated on. the great 
.. services which, the Moorish traders had rendered to. : Calicut; and., 

. ended with a threat, that all the Moors would leave the-'zamorim's 
|... ports and find some-other settlement, if he permitted these foreigners 
j; ?.-rimy. share in the:.commerce, of hi is dominions.. 
i . However, staggered with these, arguments arid threats, the 
I ;:;unorinr was not blind to . the self-interest and malice of the ' 
i ' Moors. ' He therefore ordered,-that the admiral should once .more 
| .. be broiight : before him. In the meanwhile the catual tried many 
stratagems to get the fleet into the harbour ; and at last, in the 
: name: of. his master, made an absolute demand that the sails and 
rudders should he delivered up, as the pledge of Gama’s honesty. 
Put these demands were, as absolutely refused by Gama; who sent' 
a letter, to his brother, by Monzaida, enforcing his former orders in 
-the strongest manner., declaring that his fate gave him no concern. 

. , rli-at -he-was:'only unhappy lest the fruits of all their fatigue and 
mangers should be lost. After two days spent in vain altercation with 
the catual, Gama was brought as a prisoner, before the king. The 
king repeated his accusationupbraided him- with non-compliance.- 
fo..the : ihf]uests of his minister; Urged him, if he were an .exile, of. a. 
pirate, to-confess freely, in which -case.he-promised:to take.him into 
.-."his:-service; and highly.promote him on- account of his abilities. 

. -Bill .Gama,- who Vi'ith great spirit had baffled all the -stratagems 
of the catual,-behave!^with the same -undaunted bravery before 
.-the king-■ He asserted.his innocence, pointed out the malice of the 
Moors, and.-the;improbability- of-.his piracy ; boasted of the safety 
of his, ftect ri odcrcd his life, rather than."-his -\iils and rudders, and 
concludedwith threats in .the.name, of.-his sovereign. The xamorim. 
■tiuriiS' the whole goniercnce, eyed -.Gama.with the keenest attention, 
and clearly perceived in his unfaltering mien the dignity of inn it, 
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and the consciousness that he was the admiral of a great monarch. 
In their late address, the Moors had treated the zamorim as some¬ 
what dependent upon: them, and he saw that, a commerce:with 
other nations would. certainly lessen their dangerous importance.. 
llis avarice strongly desired the commerce of Portugal; and his 
pride, was flattered in humbling the .Moors. ' After many .proposals, 
it -was,-at last agreed, that of his twelve attendants he should leave 
seven as hostages; that'what goods, were aboard^ his fleet should,be 
landed ; and that Gama should be! safely conducted to his ship, after 
which the treaty of commerce and alliance was to bo finally settled. 
And thus, when the assassination of Grama seemed, inevitable, the 
.zamorim suddenly, dropped his demand for the: sails and rudders, 
rescued him from his determined enemies, and restored him to 
. liberty and the command of his navy. 

•As soon, as he was aboard * the goods were landed, acconipanied 
by a letter from Gama to the zamorim; wherein he boldly com¬ 
plained of the treachery ..of the catual. The zamorim, in answer, 
promised to make inquiry, and punish him, if guilty; but did 
nothing in the affair. Gama, who had now anchored nearer to the 
. city, every day sent two or three different persons on some business 
to Calicut, that as many of his men as possible' might, be able to 
give some-.account' of India. Tile Moors,meanwhile,, every, (lav 
assaulted the ears of the king, who now began to waver : when 
Gama, who had given every proof of his desire of peace and friend- 
■ ship, sent another letter, in which lie requested the zamorim'to ; 
permit him to leave a consul at- Calicut to manage the affairs of 
King Emmanuel. But to this request—the most reasonable result 
of a commercial treaty—the zamorim returned a refusal full of 
rage and indignation. ; Gama, now fully master of the: character' of . 
the .zamorim, resolved to treat a man of such an inconstant, dis¬ 
honourable disposition with a contemptuous silence. This con¬ 
tempt was felt by the king, who, yielding to the advice .of the 
catual and the entreaties of the Moors, seized the Portuguese goods, 
and ordered two of the seven hostages—the two who had tiro charge 
of the cargo—to he put in irons. The admiral? emonstvated by means 
of Monzaida, but the king still ‘persisted in Iris treacherous breach of 
faith. Repeated solicitations made him more haughly, and it was 
now the duty and interest of Gama to use force. Ho rook a vessel, 
in which were six nayres, or noblemen, and nineteen of their ser- 
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vants. The servants lie set ashore to relate the tidings, the noble¬ 
men he detained. As soon as the news had time to spread through 
tire city, he hoisted his sails, and, though with a slow motion, 
seemed to proceed on his homeward voyage. The city was now in 
an uproar; the friends of the captive noblemen surrounded the 
; pmlace, and loudly, accused the policy of the Moors. The.king, in 
all the perplexed distress of a haughty, avaricious, weak prince, 
stmt:after Gama, delivered up.all the hostages,-and.-submitted to 
■Ids proposals; nay,.even solicited that an agent should be left-,.and 

■ even descended, to the meanness of a palpable lie.: The. two', factors, 

. Ire said, he had put in .irons, only to detain them till he might write 

letters to his brother Emmanuel, and the goods'-he. had kept on 
/. shore that an agent might be sent.to dispose of them. (Tama, 
r however.. perceived a mysterious trifling, and, previous, to any 
treaty, insisted upon the restoration of the goods. 

The day after this altercation Monzaida came aboard the. fleet. 
; -,iu, great perturbation. The Moors, lie -said, had raised great corn- 
1 niqtions, and . had. enraged the king against the Portuguese. The 
| king’s ships'were getting ready, and a numerous Moorish fleet from 
t Meeca.'was daily expected.To delay Gama till, this force arrived 
[ /.was the : purpose, of the Court- and, of the Moors, who were now 
[ confident of success. To this information Monzaida. added, that. 

’ the Moors, suspecting his attachment to Gama, had determined 
if to .'assassinate.: him.; that he had narrowly escaped from them : that 
hJit^Asfjmp6ssibie-'fof ; hini-.tlo.''fecoyer his effects, and that .his'.’oiily 
■: iliorte was .in' the protection.. of Gama. Gama rewarded him with. 

; .the ’friendship -ho - merited, took him with him, as he desired, to 
■[•'Lisbon,;:arid procured him a recompense for his services. 

/.: ■Almost immediately Severn boats arrived loaded with the goods, 

■ and demanded the restoration of the captive noblemen. Garua took 
j . the- goods ,on board; but refused: to examine if they, were entire, and 

also refused to deliver the -prisoners. He had/been promised an 
ambassador to his sovereign, lie said, but had -been so often deluded 
' he o.ould trust such a faithless , people no longer, and would there-, 
vidro carry away the laptives .to convince t he Kina-of Portugal what 
• insults and injustice bis ambassador and admiral bad suffered from 


the /.amorim of Calicut. Having thus dismissed the Indian-, le 
■fired his cannon and hoisted: his sails. A-c^ilm, however,detained , 
'- him on the coast some days; and the zamonm,-seizing the bp]or-, 
lnnity,: .sent .wl^it vessels he, could fit out (six tv in all), full-of. 
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handled, 'confident of their 'numbers, they pressed on. to board him, 
when, a sudden tempest - arose, which : Gama’s ships rode out in 
safety, miserably dispersed the Indian fleet, and' completed 'their . 
■ruin,, ■ 

. After , this victory the admiral: made a halt at a little island ' 
near the. shore, where he erected 'a cross,* hearing ihe name ami 
arms of his Portuguese majesty. From this place, by the hand of 
Monzaida, he wrote a letter to the zamorim, wherein he gave 
a full and circumstantial account of jail the plots: of the - cathal * 
and the Moors. Still, however, he professed his diesirc of a . edm^: 
mercial treaty,- -and .promised to represent the-zamorim iii. the best 
light to Emmanuel. The prisoners, he said, should v be ; kindly. ; 
used, were only kept,as ambassadors-to,-his sovereign.-and. should - 
. be returned to India when they wcre ; - enabled from experience to 
give an account of Portugal. The letter he. sent ; bynne:of .the :- 
captives, who by this-means obtained his liberty. 

. The fame of Gama had now spread over. the. Indian seas, and' 
the Moors, were everywhere intent on his destruction.. - As he' 
was near the shore of Anchediva, he. beheld the appearance of. a : 
floating isle* covered with trees, advance towards him. But his'; 
prudence was not- to bo thus deceived. ;A bold pirate, named 
Timoja, by linking together eight vessels full of men and covered 
with- green boughs, thought to board him 'by surprise. But 
Gama’s-cannon'made-'seven of them fly; . the eighth, loaded with 
fruits and provision, he took. The beautiful isiand ^of Anehediva- 
now offered a convenient place to careen hiV ships, and refresh his j 
men. While he stayed here, the first-.' minister 'of' Zabajojl'lurig.-' iSP 
Goa, one of the most powerful princes of India, came on .board,find, ; .- 
in the name of his master, congratulated the admiral in the Italian' , 
tongue. Provisions, arms, and money were, offered to Gamaj and;, 
hebvas entreated to accept the friendship : of Eabajo. The admiral .: 
was Struck with admiration; the address and -abilities of-'. thep 
minister appeared so conspicuous. ITo said he was an Italian by 
birth, but in sailing to Greece, bad been taken by pirates, and.: after 
various misfortunes,, had been necessitated to (liter into the service ' 
of a Mohammedan prince, the nobleness of whoso disposition ho 

It was the custom of the; first discoverers to erect' crosses at various, 
places remarkable in than 1 voyage. Gama erected six: one,dedicated to St. - 
Raphael. at the river of Good Signs; omi to St. George, atMozambique;. : 
one; to St. Stephen, at .Melinda: one to St. Gabriel, ab Calient; and one -'. 
to St. Mary, at the island thence named, near Anchediva, - -, 
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commended in the highest terms. Yet, with • ail his abilities, 
Gama perceived an artful inquisitiveness—that nameless-something 
which does not accompany simple honesty. After a long conference, 
Gama abruptly upbraided him as a spy, and ordered him to he put 
to, the torture; And this soon brought a confession, that he was 
a Polish Jew by birth, and was,sent to.examine the strength of 
the fleet by Zabajo, who was mustering all his power to. attack the 
Portuguese.. Gama, on: this,-immediately set sail,'and took the spy 
along :with him, who. soon after was l.« prized, and named Jasper de 
Gama,,the; admiral being his godfather. He afterwards became of 
.^eAt.se^viterfoiEmmahiiel.' 

. Gama nowstood westward through the Indian Ocean, and after 
being long delayed by calms, arrived off Magadoxa, on the .coast of 
.Africa."v'-This place was; a'.principal port of the Moors; he therefore 
levelled the. walls of the city with his cannon, and burned, and 
■ destroyed all the ships in the harbour. Soon after this he descried 
.eight.Moorish vessels bearing down upon him.; his artillery, how¬ 
ever, soon, made, them use their oars in flight, nor could. Gama 
overtake any of them for want of -wind.. The. hospitable harbour 
of-Melinda, .was the,next place he reached. His men, almost worn 
out with, fatigue and sickness, here received a- second time every 
assistance which an accomplished and generous prince could bestow. 
Ami. haying taken an ambassador on board, he again set sail,.in 
hope that he might pass the Gape of Good Hope while the favottr- 
.able weather continued'; for his acquaintance with.the eastern seas 
mow suggested to him that the tempestuous season was. periodical. 

, Soon after- he set sail his brother’s shij) struck oh a sand bank, amt. 

,;wasburnt ■ by order - :of the admiral. . His brother and part of the 
-crew- he took into his own ship, the rest he sent on board of; 
Goello’s; nor were more bands now alive than were necessary to 
. iuaalbe 'two vessels which remained. .Having taken.'in provisions 
. at the island of Zanzibar (where they -were kindly entertained bv 
a ■ Mohammedan prince of the same • sect with the King of Mclinda),. 

• they• safely doubled the Gape of Good Hope on April 26. 1499, and 
continued, till theylreached, the island of St. lago, in favourable 
'.■weather. But a' tempest here separated, the; two ships,;and gave 
Gama and Gbello an opportunity to show the goodness of their , 
hearts in a manner which does honour to logman nature. 

. ■: . -The admiral was.. now near the Azores, wh en Paulns de Gama, 
'<oug ; worn wifclr- fatigue and sickness,, .was unable to. endure the 
morion of the ship. Vasco,. therefore r put into the island of Tercera, 
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m hope of h5s brother’s recovery. And such was his affection, that 
rather than leave him he gave the command of his ship to -one ; of 
his ofliccrSi... But the hope of recovery rvas vain.. Jolm de.Sa'pro¬ 
ceeded to Lisbon with the flag ship, while.; the . admiral remained 
behind to soothe the ; deathbed . of his brother, and perform; his 
funeral rites.' .Cocllo, meanwhile,, landed : at Lisbdn, and hearing 
that . Gama had not. arrived, imagined he might either lie ship¬ 
wrecked or beating about in distress. . Without seeing one of his 
family he immediately set .sail, again,.on purpose .to bring relief. to ; 
his friend and admiral. But this generous design was prevented 
by an order from the king, ere lie got out of the Tagus. . 

The particulars of the voyage were now diffused by Cocllo, and 
the jov of the king was only, equalled by the admiration of the 
people. Yet, while all the .nation was fired with zeal to express 
their esteem of the happy admiral, he ,himself, the man who was 
such an - enthusiast to the success of his. voyage that be would 
.willingly have sacrificed liis life in India'to secure that success, was 
now in the completion of it a dejected mourner; The compliments 
of the Court, and the shouts of the street, w’ere irksome.-tohim: for: 
Ids brother, the companion of his toils and dangers, . was not there 
to share the joy.. As soon as he had waited on the king, he shut, 
himself up in a lonely house near the seaside .at Belem, from 
whence it was some time, ere he was drawn to mingle in public life; : 

During this important expedition, two years, and almost, two 
months elapsed. Of 160 men who went , out, onlyvho returned. 
These were all rewarded by the Icing. Coello was pensioned with 
100 ducats a year, and made a fidalgo, or gentleman of the king’s 
household, a degree of nobility in Portugal.,;. . The fit It* of Don was 
annexed to the. family of Vasco do;-'GjunafAHe-'-waslapphinted'; 
admiral of the eastern seas, with art annual salary of 3000 ducafs,, 
and a part of the king’s, arms . was . added.: to his. PuIAM thanks¬ 
givings to Heaven were, celebrated .throughout the-.churches-of .the 
kingdom; while feasts, dramatic .performances, .and chivalrous enter¬ 
tainments (or tournaments), according to the taste of that age, 
demonstrated the joj'-of Portugal 

Pedro Alvarez Cabral was tlvo second Portuguese admiral who 
sailed for India. He entered into alliance with Trimmnpnra, king 
of Cochin, and high priest of Malabar. (See Bk. x. p. 3011.) 

Gama, having left‘six ships for the protection of Cochin and 
Cananor, had sailed for Portugal with twelve ships, laden with the 
riches of the East. As soon as his departure was made known, the 
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zamorim made great preparations to attack Cochin—a city situated 
on an island, divided by an arm of the sea from the main-land. At 
one part, however, this creek was fordable at low water. The 
zamorim having renewed the war, at length, by force of numbers 
and bribery, took the city; and the King of Cochin, stripped of his 
dominions, but still faithful to the Portuguese, tied to the island of 
Viopia. Francisco Albuquerque, with other commanders, having 

the zamorim fled, and Trimumpara was restored to" his throne. 
Every precaution by which the passage to the island of Cochin 
might be secured was now taken by Pacheco. The Portuguese 
took the sacrament, and devoted themselves to death. The King 
of Cochin’s troops amounted only to 5000 men, while the army of 
the zamorim numbered 57,000, provided with brass cannon, and 
assisted by two Italian engineers. Yet this immense army, laying 
siege to Cochin, was defeated. Seven times the zamorim raised new 
armies; yet they were all vanquished at the fords of Cochin, by the 
intrepidity and stratagems of Pacheco. In the later battles the 

sprinkled with the blood of his slain attendants—a circumstance 
mentioned in the Lusiad, bk. x. p. 304. He then had recourse to 

despair, he resigned his throne, and shut himself up for the rest of 
his days in one of the temples. 

Soon after the kingdom of Cochin was restored to prosperity 
Pacheco was recalled. The King of Portugal paid the highest 


possession of the crown in Africa. But merit always has enemies : 
Pacheco was accused and brought to Lisbon in irons, where he 
remained for a considerable time chained in a dungeon. He was 
at length tried, and aftey a full investigation of the charges made 
against him, was honourably acquitted. His services to his country 
were soon forgotten, his merits were no longer thought of, and the 
unfortunate Pacheco ended his days in an alms-house — a circum¬ 
stance referred to in th- Lusiad bk, x. t>« 305. 
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BOOK I. 

ARGUMENT. 

Statement of the subject. Involution to the muses of the Tague. 
Amid an assembly of the gods. Jupiter foretells the future 

rouqueistp of the Portuguese. Bacchus, apprehensive that the Portu- 
may eclipse the glory acquired by himself in the eonquC't of 
j.ideclare^ against them. Yenus. vho sees in the Poriuguesi 
.■ -r ancient Romans, promises to aid their enterprise. Mars induces 
Rubier to support them, and Mercury is sent to direct their course. 
Pamr commander of the expedition, lands at Mozambique and 
‘Mmnbas, Opposition of the Moors, instigated by Bacchus. They 
gxjd Oarna a. pilot wire designs treacherously to take them to Quiloa 
,o .',,-i.re tin destutcrion of the whole expedition. 

A mid the Heroes, who from Lisbon’s shore, 

bV 'Hmy seas 2 whore sail was never spread before, 
lb'vend where Ceylon lifts her spicy breast, 

And waves her woods above the wat/ry waste, 

* Ti,>' 1. 1 khuI : in the original. Os Lusiadas, The Lusiads. from 
I/iRu name ( Lu^innin) of Portugal, derived from Lustis or Lvsas. 
■In companion of Bacchus in 3;is travels, who settled a colony in 
1 us Mania. See JTin. L.iii. e. i. 

77'/.-' *.ax ir,h-<n: iujl w* nn'<r .spread Irfnrc. —M. Dnperron tie 
' iSt-ft. who h.m gnen a 1'roifli pAwe translation, or r.uhei pai.t- 
; { t it-.. o' the 1 if" 1 id, 3i e .. jonpuoie on tins pa^-age. w hieh. heo li- 
;jiu 4 be underwood lit, tally. Out uuihoi. lm say, e-mld not 
be ignorant that the African and Indian Oceans laid been navigated 
‘whore Pm times of the Portuguese. The Rhu-mcions, vim-e ihat-, 
patsi*! the straits ^f (Jibrallat. made frequent \o\ate'- hi th< m- s-a-. 
though they careieiiv concealed the course of their n:n igat ion that 
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With prowess more than human forc’d their way 
To the fair kingdoms of the rising day : 

What wars they wag’d, what seas, what dangers pass’d, 
What glorious empire crown’d-their toils at last, 

Vent’rous I sing, on soaring pinions borne, 

And all my country’s wars 1 the song adorn ; 

What kings, what heroes of my native land 
Thunder’d on Asia’s and on Afric’s strand: 

Illustrious shades, who level I’d in the dust 
The idol-temples and the shrines of lust: 

And where, erewhile, foul demons were rever’d, 

To Holy Faith unnumber’d altars rear'd : 2 
Illustrious names, Avifch deathless laurels crown’d, 

While time rolls on in every clime renown’d ! 

Let Fame with wonder name the Greek 8 no more, 

What lands he saw, Avhat toils at sea he bore; 

Nor more the Trojan’s wand’ring 4 voyage boast, 

What storms he brav’d on many a perilous coast: 

No more.let Rome exult in Trajan’s name. 

Nor Eastern conquests Ammon’s 6 pride proclaim; 

A nobler hei’o’s deeds demand my lays 
Than e’er adorn’d the song of ancient days, 

Illustrious Gtama, c Avhom the Avaves obey’d, . 

And whose dread sword the fate of empire SAvay’d. 

other nations might not become partakers of their lucrative traffic.— 
Bee the Periplus of Hauno, in Cory’s Ancient- Fragments.—- Ed. 

1 -AM all my country's wars.— He interweaves, artfully the histofy 

of Portugal.—V oltaire. . . . 

2 To Holy Faith imnmiber’d altars rear'd.— In no period of history 

does: human nature appear with more shocking, more diabolieUF 
features than in the wars of Cortez, and the Spanish conquerors of 
^outh America. Zeal for tire Christian religion Avas esteemed, at,the 
time of the Portuguese grandeur, as the most cardinal viuue. ami to 
propagate Christianity and extirpate Mohammedanism were the most, 
certain proofs of that zeal. In all their expeditions this avus pro¬ 
fessedly a principal motive of the Lusitnnian (nonurchs. and Cumocns 
understood the nature of epic ppeti-y too. vveli ; to omit it!. : '. 

3 Ulysses, aaJio is the subject of the Odyssey. 

4 The voyage of JEneas, described in the Annul of Virgil. 

5 Alexander the Great, who claimed to be the son of Jupiter 

Ammon. T'C'-'AT 

0 Vasco de Gama is, ir. a great measure, though - not -exclusively, 
the hero of the Lusiad. , < 
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And yon, fair nymplrs of Tagns, parent stream, 
If e’er your meadows were my pastoral theme, 
While you have listen’d, and by moonshine seen 
My footsteps wander o’er your banks of green, 

0 come auspicious, and the song inspire 
With all the boldness of your hero’s fire : 

Deep and majestic let the numbers flow, 

And, rapt to heaven, with ardent fury glow, 
Unlike the verse that speaks the lover’s grief, 

, When heaving sighs afford their soft relief, 

And humble reeds bewail the shepherd’s pain; 
But like the warlike trumpet be the strain 
To rouse the hero’s ire, and far around, 

With equal rage, your warriors’ deeds resound. 








And pour o : er many a land (he mental day, 

Thy future honours on thy shield behold, 

The cross and victor’s wreath emboss’d iii gold : 

At thy commanding frown we trust to see, . 

The Turk and Arab bend the suppliant knee: . 

.Beneath the morn, 1 dread king, thine empire lies, 

When midnight veils tliy Lusitanian 2 skies;. 

at Venice, who called himself Sebastian, King of Portugal, .wh'birn.he.' 
'so perfectly resembled, that the Portuguese 1 of that city acknowledged 
him for :their sovereign- He underwent twenty-eight examinations^ 
before a committee of the nobles, in which Ahe gave a distinct 
account of flic manner in which he had passed his time from'the fatal 
defeat at Alcazar. It was objected, that the successor of Muley 
Molucco sent a corpse to. Portugal which had been owned as that of 
the Icing by the Portuguese, nobility who survived the bailie. To 
this he replied, that his xalet de chambrc had. produced that, bo'dv to 
facilitate his.escape, and that the nobility acted upon the same moti ve, 
sill'd'Mesa 1 and Baena confess, that some of the nobility, after their 
return to Portugal • acknowledged' that the . corpse was "so-disfigured 
.•with 'wounds that it was impossible to know it. He showed natural 
marks on Ills body,-.which, many remembered on the person of the 
king whose name he assumed. lie entered into a minute detail of 
the transactions that had passed between himself and the republic, 
and mentioned the secrets of several conversations with the Venetian 
ambassadors in the palace of Lisbon.; He fell into the hands of the 
• Spaniards,, who. conducted- him to Naples, where, they treated , him ; 
with the most barbarous indignities. .After they had'often exposed 
him, mounted on an ass, to the cruel insults of the brutal mob, he was •• 
shipped on board a galley, as a slave. He was then carried to St. 
Lucar, from thence.to a castle in the heart of Castile,-and never was 
heard of more. The firmness of his behaviour; his singular modesty 
and heroical patience, are mentioned with, admiration by Le Cleda 
To the last he maintained, the truth of. his assertions; a'word never 
slipped from his lips which might countenance the charge of imposture, 
or justify the. cruelty of his persecutors. ■: 

. : 1 Portugal, when Camoims wrote his Lusiad. was.at t-lic.zenith of 
its power and splendour. The glorious successes which had attended 
the arms-of; the- Portuguese in Africa, laid gained them the highest 
■military reputation. Their fleets covered the ocean. Their dominions 
and settlements extended along,, the westerif and eastern sides of the 
vast African continent. From the Red Sea to China aiuL.Tapan, they 
were sole masters of the riches of the East; and in-America, the 
fertile and extensive^egions of Brazil completed their empire. 

_ 2 Lusitania is the Latin name of. a Homan province which com¬ 
prised the- greater • part of '.the modern kingdom ;of Portugal,:.heside 2 
a-considerable portion of Leon and Spanish Estrefuadura.—Lli.,. 
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And when, descending in the western main, 

The sun 1 still rises on thy lengthening, reign : 

; Thou blooming scion of the noblest stem, 

■ Our nation’s safety, and our age’s gem,. 

! () young Sebastian, hasten, to the prime 

Of manly youth, to .fame's high temple climb:. 

Yet now attentive hear the 3d use’s lay 

■ While thy green years to manhood speed away : 

The youthful terrors of thy. brow suspend, 

•;•••• And;: oh,'propitious to the song attend— . 

■ The nuni’rous song, by patriot-passion fir’d, 

And by the glories of thy race inspir’d : 
i ■: To be the herald of .my country’s fame 
I .■ -Aly. first ambition and,my dearest aim: . 

1, Nor conquests fabulous nor actions vain, 

T .The 'Muse’s pastime, here adorn the strain 
! 'Orlando’s fury, and Eugero’s .rage,: 

i: And albthe .heroes of th’Aonian page, 15 
i The dreams.of bards surpass’d the world shall view,; 

[ . And own their boldest fictions may be true; . ■. 

! : Surpass’d and dimm’d by. the superior bla.ze 
: ' Ob Gama’s mighty deeds, which here bright.Truth displays.- 
Ij ii N’ormore let History boast her heroes old, 

!j Their glorious.rivals here, dread prince, behold: 

;ff | llere,shine the valiant hPunio’s; deeds.unfeign’d, . 

H ‘j ATlmsc single' arid the fallingestate sustain’d ;, ; : S'. 

, «««..—Imitated,.perhaps, .from Rutilius, speaking;ot. tliv Jtonnin. 



.m, mure probably* from- these lines of Buchanan, addressed to. Jo! m HI. 
II.UiK of Portugal, the grandfather of ftjebastiau— . 

' • • ■■ Vhtishtis retjnis orieiisqw cadunsque.: . 

■■■.■• . Yix Imwum f mho conderelaxt:. die in.. 

' JSlrfna!cmi$iie"vnf)o sc cireumvolvii Objiupo-. 

'■ ■ Axniiijutftitihm ihuui^a'iniividra ini?,. 

poetic; •" Aonia was the .ancient- name of Bo.mi.ia, in pGeh 
■ •o’.htr) v:t?> n lo.im'iin <>< trl i > the lln-v. win 1 d.u. ;■ d ' • 




Here .fearless Egas’ wars, and, Fnas, thine, 

To give full ardour to the song combine; 

.But ardour equal to your martial ire . 

Demands the thund’ring sounds of Homer’s lyre. 

To match the Twelve so long by bards renown'd, 1 . 
Here brave Magricio and his peers are crown’d 
(A glorious Twelve !) with deathless laurels, won 
In gallant arms before the English throne. 
Unmatch’d no more the Gallic Charles shall stand, 
Uor C.esar’s name the first of praise command: 

Of nobler acts the crown’d Alonzo 2 see, 

Thy valiant sires, to whom the bended knee 
Of vanquish’d Afric bow’d.. Uor less in fame, 

He who confin’d the rage of civil flame, 

The godlike John, beneath whose awful sword 
.Rebellion crouch’d, and trembling own’d him lord 
Those heroes, too, who thy bold flag unfurl’d. 

And spread thy banners o’er the Eastern world. 
Whose spears subdu’d..the kingdoms, of: the morn, 
.Their names and glorious wars the song adorn : 

The daring G-ama, whose unequall’d name 
(Proud monarch) shines o’er all of naval fame: 
Castro the bold, in arms a peerless knight, 

And stern Pacheco, dreadful in the fight: . 

The two Almeydas, names for ever dear, 

-•By Tago’s nymphs embalm’d with many a. tear: 

.Ah, still their early fate the nymphs shall mourn, . 
And bathe with many a tear their hapless urn : 

Uor shall the godlike Albuquerque restrain 
The :Muse’s fury; o’er the pm-pled plain 
The Muse shall lead him in his thund’ring car 
Amidst his glorious brothers of the war, 

Whose fame in arms resounds from sky to sky, 

And bids their deeds the power of death defy. 

And while, to thee, I tune the dutooustlay. 

Assume, 0 potent king, thine empire's-'sway; 
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'With thy brave host through Afric march along, 

And give new triumphs to immortal song: 

On thee with earnest eyes the nations wait, 

And, cold with dread, the Moor expects his fate; 

The barb’rous mountaineer on Taurus’ brows 
'to thy expected yoke his shoulder bows; 
hair Thetis Woos thee with her blue domain, 

Her nuptial son, and fondly yields her reign, . 

And from the bow’rs of heav’n thy grandsires 1 see 
Their various virtues bloom afresh in thee ; 

One for the joyful days of peace renown’d, 

And one with war’s triumphant laurels crown'd: 

With joyful hands, to deck thy manly brow, 

They twine the laurel and the olive-bough; 

■' With joyful eyes a glorious throne they see, 

>rs Rune's eternal dome, reserv’d for thee. 

Yet, while thy youthful hand delays to wield 
i .Tim sceptre’d power, or thunder of the field, 

Here view thine Argonauts, in seas unknown, 

1 : And.-all the tferrors.of the burning zone,'. 

Tilt their proud standards, rear’d in other skies, 

: Axul all their conquests meet tby wond’ring 2 eyes,. . 

Row, far from land, o’er Yep tune's dread abode. 

The Lusltanian fleet triumphant rode; 

Onward they traced the wide and lonesome main, 

Whore changeful Proteus leads his scaly train; 

The dancing vanes before the zephyrs flow’d, 
v.d iKur bold keels the trackless ocean plough'd; 

Tnplough’d before, the green-ting’d billows rose. 

Arid '"uri'd and whiten'd round the nodding prow.-. 

1 77-y gT-indiire*. -J..hn HT. King of Political, wleLr.tied Or a 
ting- aad'’peaceful reign; and the Emperor Gharles Y.cwbo was. 
»tili-apA in itlmu-i continual wars. 

■ - Yorne eritics have*condenmed ^Virgil for stoppinsr his narrative 
f h t n Tut < f u ti i thou ouscr^xhon ot hib own Al.iion -.nnmir 1 
-.••f.voinpteiut of -his blindness hasbeen blamed for'the. same reason,-ns 
tieiiiv no jwrt of t)io subject of Ins poem. The miures-'. effw-n fas 
t> )»!»( .S-t.asti;iTi at Uic, eeuehisiou of tin'* tenth Lr.sia-.i iuu not 
i.-unnA the vtnu? o<n-nrf : ihnupli in some mt suri; mwo-t r,, t;j>, 
a* ilin }«><t ii.i» <h.ul fl.c art to mienveave if) or, in s mao p.irl of ti • , 
Ipm-rul argnumil of his I'riii. 
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AY hen Jove, the god who with a thought controls 
The raging seas, and balances the poles, 

From heav’n beheld, and will’d, in sovYeign state,- 
To fix the Eastern World’s depending fate, 

Swift at his nod tlT Olympian herald flies, 

And calls th’ immortal senate of the skies; 

Where, from the sovYeign tin-one of earth and heav’n, 
Th’ immutable decrees of fate are given. 

Instant the regents of the spheres of light, 

And those who rule the paler orbs of night, 

With those, the gods whose delegated sway 
The burning Sonth and frozen North obey; 

And they whose empires see the day-star Vise, 

And evening Phoebus leave the western skies, 

All instant pour’d along the.milky road, 

Heaven’s crystal pavements glitt’ring as they trod: 
And now, obedient to the dread command, - * 

Before their awful lord in order stand. 

Sublime and dreadful on his regal throne, 

That glow'd with stars, and bright as lightning shone, 
Th’ immortal Sire, who darts the thunder, sat. 

The crown and sceptre added solemn slate; 

J.he crown, of heaven’s own pearls, whose ardent i-nys. 
Flam/d round his brows, outshone the diamond’s blaze: 
His breath such gales of vital fragrance shed, 

As might, with sudden life, inspire the dead: 

Supreme Control thron’d in his awful eyes 
Appear'd, and mark’d the monarch of the skies. 

On seats that buru'd with pearl and ruddy gold, 

The subject gods their sovYeign lord enfold” 

Each in his rank, when with a voice that shook 
The tow’rs of heav’n, the world’s dread ruler spoke: 

” Immortal heirs of light, my purpose ^ear, 

My counsels ponder, and the n Fatos revere : 

Unless Oblivion o’er your minds has thrown 
Her dark blank shades, to you, - ye erods. are known 
The Faro’s decree, nod ancienl warlike fame 
Of that bold race which coasts of Lusus’ name; 

That bold advenFrous race, the Fates declare^ ’ 

A potent empire in the East shall rear, 
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And what fair palms their martial ardour crown'd, 

When led to battle by the chief renown’d, 

Who 1 feign’d a daemon, in a deer conceal’d, 

To him the counsels of the gods reveal’d. 

And now, ambitious to extend their sway 
Beyond their conquests on the- southmost bay : I 

Of Afric’s swarthy coast, on floating wood v r 

They brave the terrors of the dreary flood, = 

.Where only black-wing’d mists have hover’d o’er, > 

Or driving clonds have sail'd the wave before; 

Beneath new skies they bold their dreadful way 
To reach the cradle of the new-born day : i 

And Fate, whose mandates unrevok’d remain. ;! 

Has will’d that long shall Lusus’ offspring reign y. 

The lords of that wide sea, whose waves behold i . 

The sun come forth enthron’d in burning gold. i 

But now, the tedious length of winter past, . i 

Distress’d and weak, the heroes faint at last. . s 

What gulfs they dar’d, you saw, what storms they brav’d 
Beneath what various heav’ns tlieir banners wav’d I 
How Mercy pleads, and soon the rising land : 

To their glad eyes shall o’er the waves expand : 

A.s welcome friends the natives shall receive, j 

With bounty feast them, and with joy relieve. 

And, when refreshment shall their strength renew. 

Thence shall they turn, and their bold route pursue.” r 

So spoke high Jove: the gods in silence heard. 

Then rising, each by turns bis thoughts preferr’d:.. 

But chief was Bacchus of the adverse train; 

Fearful he was, nor fear’d his pride in vain, 

Should Jjusus’ race arrive on Lidia’s shore, 

His ancient honours would be known no more ; 

Rome. To this baseness Crnpio added one t^ill-greater; he corrupted - 
the ambassadors whom Viriatns bad sent to negotiate with him. wit''.: f 
•at the instigation of ''the EomLn, treaclicuously ihurdefed tbeir'pre- : f' 
teetor and general while he slept.— Univ. History. . 

1 Sertorius, who was invited hj' the Lnsilnninus to defend their . 
against the Konmifw. He had a tame white hind, which he hah 
accustomed to.folio whim, and from winch he pretended to .’receive they 
• instructions of Diana. By this-- artifice lie impored upon the super- o 
stition of that people. : ■ ' i 
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No mure iii Nysa 1 should the native tell 
Whu*. kj»np\ what mighty hosts before him fell. 

The Hriik vales beneath the rising sun 
IJv v ',-v\ M ns hi.-, by right of victory von, 

"V n-t dit m'd tb.it ever in immortal song 
"'rhe: (ionqucTer’s-title should to him belong. 

ti t r t ne. in’, km w. had will’d, that loos'd from Spain 
• ijohi'v fidventhons thro ? the polar main,. 
-b\i^iffym.riice-shonld. come, renown’d.in arms, . 

\r 1 1d’t the eastern world with wars alarms, 

■ glorious conquests and eternal-fame, 

i i,. bliM'k i/OhvioiVf: v/aves should-whelm his name. 

nia- V on-us, 5 -queen of ‘sacred love. . ■ 

-and .fixed her asking, eyes on Jove *, 

.■oh,.- well pleas’d, in Lusus’ sons could trace 
h-er.1 likeness to fh(e'Roman race, 
irnnr of- old-such 'kind regard she bore; 3 : 
one slmir triumphs on BarbarbVB shore*, 
one;, the'ardour of theirdivarlike flame, 

La rdy music of their tongue the same: 4 . ' 
oh.'thus the. lovely goddess sway’d; 
is-.what hViie’s nnhlotted page display’d, 

>. X.Ju(. -Ail niu'ioiit city in India sacred to -Bacchus. 

f ■ » re' Vii Jt lIihu pod has given the following dt-ciin 

' f)i.u:Hu: e t‘n;/d. di I)ioYm.enJiidldr . 

’...,, -if y'Vtenia al"&ofrt,.e dopra■oyui'.aUm mtetta - ■ 

Y t'j,'. ,:(<< /;< ;(/(,'. /: ■:>:! ; V!l'*/nn«, ", f 

■ ■■ -. ■ ■ - A oui >;l u:h]€ (hma-iuh) amori:, . , 

■ OinaiiHtf'i sm ad Old raravtUinna . 

JuluiLi i if a 1,0 )«'!}•(* ,io hn hoft'Ve, 

--'Ays: PoA ftiY to TnOiiii d&iiando nl < 7 c/n • 

- Ohtiarn V altrui col proprio vdo. —MauteIi... • 
i ,~r i (g. hi rh Se >jjd it.ok on the fol3ov.ii!., pa^'icg— 

A ■. -i t.< n i Ida',, Imvir Ato . d of nor ,. <. to. 

1*1 - i,io J,i ' 'if!' t « p, v i'huja^ ijjt’ t-’m '.—Caineenh ray»: 
i~ o'l ~>h ,;oo, ),<t ./!**/ qvundr, inunji'ia. 

<’,h } ./ a itiirui", t" ci tfii, Hi hnil in. : 
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^ here or tins people should their empire raise, 
obo know nor altars would unnumber’d blaze 
And barb'rous nations at her holy shrine 
he humaniz’d and taught her lore divine. 

Jler spreading honours thus the one inspir’d, 

And one the dread to lose his worship fir’d ’ 

Their struggling fad ions shook th’ Olympian stale 

A ith all the clam rous tempest of debate. 

i bus, when the storm with sudden gust invades 
Mie ancient forest’s deep and lofty shades, 

The bursting whirlwinds tear their rapid course 
1 he shatter'd oaks crash, and with echoes hoarse 
J bo mountains groan, while whirling on the blast 1 
J be tnick’mng leaves a gloomy darkness cast: 
buck was the tumult in the blest abodes. 

A hen Mars, high tow’ring o’er the rival’gods. 

tepp d forth ■ stern sparkles from his eye-balls <Hane’d 
And now, before the throne of -love advanc’d ° ' ’ 

O'er his left shoulder his broad shield he throws 
And tuts Ins helm 1 above his dreadful brows • 

Jkfin and enrag’d be stands, and, frowning round, 
btrikes his tall spear-staff on the- sounding gtriund • 

J ieav n trembled, and the light turn'd pale-—such dread 
ills tierce demeanour o’er Olympus spread— 

\Vhcn thus the warrior: “ 0 Eternal Sire 
■ c “ lme 1S sceptre, thine the thunder’s fire ' ;: 

Supreme dominion thine; then, Father, hear 
bhall that hold race which once to thee'was dear 
\V ho, now fulfilling thy decrees of old. 

^ HMl , \ L i ie ia Wild ™ VeS iheir fenrlcss .iourney hold, 
ibiall that hold race no more thy care engage ‘ 

.But sink the victims of unhallow’d'raged ° 

Old Bacchus yield to lieasou’s voice divine 
Bacchus the cause of Lusus’ sons would -join, 

Busus, the lov d companion of his cards ‘ 

His earthly toils, his dangers, and his wars : 

be. helmet.. /, : .v ’ '/ " " ■" - - ; s .A V '-A.A /"A'Ay 

i " 7T. ar,i film’d pair.— Tb e tlionriu ■ , 

O era In men. e A poll n driorvado " 

Hum pauco a luz perdeo, como infiado. 
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:-J3ut-envy still a'ioe-to-worth will prove, 

To worth, though guarded by the arm of Jove. 

“Thou thou, dread Lord of Fate, unmov’d remain, 
or let weak change thine awful counsels stain, . 

For Lusus’ race thy promis’d favour show : 

. Sniff as the arrow from Apollo’s bow 
; loot 3jaia’s 1 son explore'the wat’fy way, 

; “VV here,, -spent - with toil, with weary hopes, they stray ; 

; A'iid safe to harbour, through tlie deep untried, : 

. Let him. empower’d, their .wand'ring vessels guide ; 
s 'J'iiere,let them hear of India’s wish’d-for shore, 

: And:■•■balmy rest, their fainting strength restore.’ 

id He spoke s high Jove assenting bow’d the head, 

I i And .floating .clouds of -nectard fragrance' shed: 

! r isen.-low!v..bending to.th’ Eternal Sire, . 
i luach in his duteous rank, the gods retire. 

!i Whilst thus in heaven s bright palace fate was -weigh'd.; 

| . H-urhi -onward still the .-brave Armada strayed: 
j! flight on they steer-by Ethiopia’s strand • 
j ! iuid pastoral Madagascar's 2 verdant land. 

|Uhetore-the-■■balmy gales of cheerful spring, 
with lieav'n their friend, they spread the- canvas .wing, 

’I’he'Kky :Cefulean,.and the breathing air, ; 

J.he -lasting promise:of a cairn .declare. 

> Belnhd them .ubwfthe Cape of Pi'aso s bends,. 

Anotluir ocean to their view extends, 

VV’ncre:bla,ck-toj)p'd islands, to their longing eyes, 

. lovJd :.by the gentle waves, 4 in prospect rise. 

J M. u urv. the HWF=onmr of Hit' ends - 1'A 
J,/1 j !• i>' t’l M idnijic-i Hi C'.tlK’fl ft the .iii-’ii i>t eeorr ap] ii- 
■Momiuna and (Jorua Etiiiopica ; }iy the natives,, the Jstitnd ot' the 
/ •-•J^oon■; aiui by -the IVftug-uese, flic Isle of St. I ^aurence, on wluse 
ivtUvauthey.-discovomi- it.-. • * 

1 • Pram.— Name ot a prornonnti-y near the lied Sea.—i-V/. 

* fin 1 ly *lt < < iiilc ua> tin oii„u il *.i\* thi a ^ i i < 3 
; them new■ islands, which it encircled and laveti. Thus rendered by 
.. Itnishaw— 

Nt-pUt^c disclos'd new.isles which he. /ltd play 
■■ ■■'Afaml-f tend 'tciih-hn billow# daiuH’-lhu-haij, 
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But Gama (captain of t.lie venfc’rous band, 

Of bold emprizc, and born for high command, 

Whose martial fires, with prudence close allied, 

Ensur’d the smiles of fortune on his side) 

Bears off those shores which waste and wild appear d. 

And eastward still for happier climates steer'd : 

When gath’ring round, and black’ning o’er the tide, 

A fleet of small canoes the pilot spied; 

Hoisting their sails of palm-tree leaves, inwove ... 

With curious art, a swarming crowd they move: 

Long were their boats, and sharp to bound along 
Through the dash’d waters, broad .their- oars .and strong : 
The bending rowers on their features bore ' 

' The swarthy marks of Phaeton’s 1 fall of yore 
When flaming lightnings scorch’d the banks of: Po, ; 

And nations blacken’d in the dread o’erthrow. i 

Their garb, discover’d as approaching nigh, | 

Was cotton strip’d with many a gaudy dye : , 

’Twas one whole piece beneath one arm confin’d. 

The rest hung loose and flutter’d on the wind; 

• All, but one breast, above .the loins was bare, . 

And swelling turbans bound their jetty hair:. 

Their arms were boarded darts and faiilchious broad. 

And warlike music sounded as they row'd. ; 

With joy the sailors saw the boats draw near, 

With joy beheld the human face appear:.- . ,. 

What nations these, their wond’ring thoughts explore, . 
What rites they follow, and what God adore! 

And now with hands and ’kerchiefs wav’d in air 
The barb’rous race their friendly mind declare. 

Glad were the crew, and ween’d that happy day 
Should end their dangers and their toils repay, . 

1 The historical foundation of the fable of Diacton is (his. Time- 
ton was a young'., enterprising'- prince ••.of Libya.... Crossing the Medi¬ 
terranean in quest of adventures, he landed.kit Epirus, from wlionce, 
he went to Italy to see his tuxiinate. friend Cygrnis.. Phaeton’'was 
skilled in astrology, from whence be arrogated to hinrsclbthe title, 
of the son of Apollo. One day in the‘heat of . sinriiner, as-he was 
riding aloiig the. banks of the Po, his horses .took fright . at a clap jof 
thunder, and -plunged''into the river, whore, tdgetlier Svith their.maSter,. 
they perished. Cygnns, who was .a poet, celcbmjed the death of his 
friend in verse, from whence the fable. - Yid. Plutarch, in Yit. Pyrr. 









lfi 


THE LUSIAD. 


fliOOK I. 


<! Rude arc the natives here,” tlue Moor replied ; 

“ Dark are their minds, and brute-desire their, guide : 

But we, of alien blood, and strangers here. 

Nor hold their customs nor their laws revere. 

From Abram’s race our holy prophet sprung, 1 
An angel taught, and heaven inspir’d his tongue; 

His sacred rites and mandates we obey, 

And distant empires own his .holy sway. 

From isle to isle our trading vessels roam, 

Mozambique’s harbour our commodious home. 

If then your sails for India’s shore expand, 

For sultry Ganges or Hydaspcs’ 2 strand. 

Here shall yon find a/pilot skill’d to guide 
Through all the danger’s of the perilous tide,., , ^ 

Though •wide-spread'"shelves* and cruel rocks unseen, 

Lurk in the way, and whirlpools rage between. 

Accept, meanwhile, wliat fruits these islands hold, 

Aud to the regent let your wish b<3 told. . 

Then may your mates the needful stores provide, 

And all your various wants be.here supplied.” 

So spake the Moor, and bearing smiles untrue 
And signs of friendship, with his bands.withdrew'. 
O’erpower’d with joy unbop’d the sailors stood,,. 

To find such kindness on a shore so rude. 

Now shooting o’er the flood his fervid blaze, 

The red-brow’d sun withdraws his beamy rays: 

Safe in the bay the crew forget their cares, 

And peaceful rest their wearied strength repairs. 

Calm twilight now-' 3 liis -drowsy mantle spreads, : 

And shade on shade, the gloom still deep’ning, sheds ■ 

. 1 ,Frnm Abram’s . race - our .'Holy prophet sprung.— Mohammed, Who, 

was descended from Tslimael, the son of Abryhiun by Havin'. 

- The Hydaspes v,ns a tributary of the -ivor India,.— I'd. 

• * Calm twilight now.— •Cninoen,s.. in - this passage,' has '.-imitated 
Homer .in the manner of Virgil : bv diversifying the scene 'Tie has; 
made the description ;his own. The. passage alluded •td-:;:is.''.iu-'.itho; 
eighth Iliad—■ : . 

Xty 8’ oV it' ovpavai arrrpa (patii'T/y au<j.'\ cnXiji'i/V . 

4>afVer’ apnrocTrea, etc 

[Thu a 
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The moon, full orb’d, forsakes lier waf’ry cave, 

■ And lifts her lovely head above the wave. 

The-; snowy splendours of her modest ray 

Stream o'er the glistening waves, and quiv’ring play: 

Around her. glitt’riug on the heaven’s arch’d brow, 

. nnmuher'd stars, enclos'd in a/.ure, glow, 

■i lfhick :.ts the dew-drops of the April dawn, 

Or. May-flowers crowding o’er the daisy-lawn-:; 
je <janyaS'WMt6ns'.in''the silvery beam;. 

•.and with a mild pale red the pendants gleam. : 
y ikhe -masts’ tall. shadows tremble o’er the deep; 

j’he peaceful winds a holy silence keep ;. 

; k'howfibebmaii’s carol; echo'd, from the prows, 

^ A lone, .at times, awakes the still repose. ■ 

||i t AuAira-now,;:with idewy lnstre bright, 
i|j ipoeaa’s. ascending on the rear of night. 

Il-aitli gentle Inind,. as seeming oft to pause, 
ji ‘boynirple curtains of the morn she draws.; 

. fi ’he mm - comes- forth, and soon the joyful crew, 

11 laoh aiding each, their joyful tasks pursue. ' 
llride-o’er the decks the spreading sails they throw; 
'roui. each tall mast the waving-streamers -flow ; ■' 
hibij. seems a festive .holiday on board 
:j l.swelcome to the fleet the island’s lord. 
iV'v’ith wjiial joy the regent sails to meet, 

■e Am d-brings; fresh cates; his off’rings, to the fleet;; , 
--.gov of his.kindred race their line lie deems., 
a That savage race 1 who rush’d from Caspia’s streams, 

. •. Tb«R elegantly translated liy Pope:— 

• .r.i/ls when, the mmm, reriUgetd-la-mp of'night. 

-« v .(.fer heaven's dear a. sure, spreads-her sac red light, . - 

; . a-, breath disturb* the deep serene, 

■■■■:■ ■ ■ An<l uoi « cloud n'erras/s the solemn scene ; - ' ■ 

Around her throne.the jdtnd planets roll, - 
• • -And stars uintu-mher’d. gdd'lke- alomin'g- pole, 

>. O'fir'..the (lark dikes a yeUoivcs.ve.riht re shed'. - 

: ■■■■■>.. Jwi-tip iciiksilver ecer.p umantain's head;■ 

. . ’1 hen- Zhijir On: rales, the .nicks in'prospect rise, 

; : . A jUxtd of i/fcjv/ hursts firm all the shies j , 
'■■.■■■■■■3%<’-miiseimts s-tco-i «*,' rejoicing in- (he sight, - 
Pin fh 1 hit i-ault, t‘/,d hh ^ tin rntfal i<ght. 

‘. ...'Pise..Turks, -.or Osmanli Tureorrmtisi-—EW. - ; \ 

C 
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And triumph'do ? er the East, aucl, Asia won, 

In proud Byzantium 1 fix’d their haughty throne. 

Brave Vasco hails the chic! with honest smiles, 

And gift for gift with liberal hand he piles. 

Ilis gifts, the boast of Europe’s heart disclose, 

And sparkling red the wine of Tagus flows. 

High on the shrouds the wond’ring sailors hung, 

To note the Moorish garb, and barb’rous tongue : , 

Nor less the subtle Moor, with wonder fir’d, 

Their mien, their dress, and lordly ships admir’d : 

Much he enquires their king’s, their country’s name, 

And, if from Turkey’s fertile shores they came ? 

What God they worshipp’d, what their sacred lore, 

What arms they wielded, and what armour wore ? 

To whom bravo Gama : “Nor of Hagar’s blood 
Am I, nor plough from Ismael’s shores the flood; 

'.Prom Europe’s strand I trace the foamy way, 

To find the regions of the infant day. 

The God we worship stretch’d yon heaven’s high bow, 

And gave these swelling waves to roll below; 

The hemispheres of night and day He spread, 

lie scoop’d each vale, and rear’d each mountain’s head; 

His Word produc’d the nations of the earth, 

And gave the spirits of the sky their birth ; 

On earth, by Him, his holy lore was given, 

On earth He came to raise mankind to heaven. 

And now behold, what most your eyes desire, 

Our shining armour, and our arms of lire; 

For who has once in friendly peace beheld. 

Will dread to meet them on the battle field.” 

Straight as he spoke 2 the warlike stores display’d 
Their glorious show, where, tire on tire inlaid, 

• •* Constantinople.- c - 

2 Straight as he spoke. —Tie description of the armoury, and. tho 
. account ■'which -Vasco do Gama gives of his religion, consists, in tho 
original, of -thirty -two lines, which M. Cnstera lias, reduced in to the 
following sentence : < Leur Governeur fail clifferentes quest ions, an;CapG 
tainc, qiti pour Ic saiisfaire lui rxplique an peu ties mots hi lldigion qua 
les Fortugais suivent, Vusage ties armes dont ih se serreni dans, la 
guerre, et le dessein qui les amene. V 
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Appear’d of glitt’ring steel the carabines,: 

There the plum’d helms, 1 and pondVous brigandines ; 9 
O’er the broad bucklers sculptur’d orbs emboss’d 
■ The crooked iaulchions, dreadful blades were cross’d : 

Here clasping greaves, and plated mail-quilts strong ; 

The long-bows hero, and rattling quivers hung, 
rA.nd like a-grove the burnish’d spears were seen, 

With darts and halberts double-edged between; 

Here dread grenadoes and tremendous bombs, 

With deaths ten thousand lurking in their wombs, 

And far around, of brown and dusky red, 
i The pointed piles of iron balls wore spread. 

The bombardiers, now to the regent's view' 
s The thufid’ring mortars and the cannon drew ; 
v! ret; at their leader’s nod, the sons of flame 
sjhPor hrave and gen’rous ever are the same) 

(Withheld their hands, nor gave the seeds of fire 
1 fid: rousethedliuhders of the dreadfultire.'.' 
n t’or (Kama’s soul disdain’d the pride of show ■ ■ v 

iWhich- acts the lion o’er the trembling roe... 

1 His joy and wonder oft the Moor express’d,: 
j. :5 lit rankling hate lay brooding m his breast; 

? With smiles obedient to his will’s control,' 

,l'Ho veils the purpose of his treaeb’rous soul: 

. Tor pilots, conscious of the Indian strand, . 

1 "avc VW.ro sues, and bids the Moor command 
:'Tv bat bounteous gifts shall recompense their toils: 

Av ne Moor prevents him with assenting smiles, 
iiosolved. that deeds of death, not words of air. a 

i . .Shall, first the hatred of his .soul declare . 

. .Such sudden .rage- bis rankling mind -possess'd,. . 

When (-Jama's, lips Messiah's name confess’d.” 

; rfvfiA.:;helmets. AT. 1 0«l? of mail. 

.-M/itm-Gama’s-Mp*§fes*iaVs.nam ww/m’d.—This,and the renwm 
A tie Moor 7 !? Late, n fntiiejy oi<riU 4 by Cftsfii v. Tin* crigin.u 
hit Ala i nienvul babul *“ Knowing tin 3 v.er* foSims.is t 
tat truth which the Sou of David taught.” Thus rendond L> ' 
J- ; — t 

■■ Knowinrf-thnv foUow.lhat nnnrnwg light. •• • 

Th< Son of Uni id h)bi-> out in !>>< Hook, 

Kacona fgovernor of Mo/amlnqui) made no doubt i.ut oxu ptoph 
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Ob depth of Heaven’s dread will, that ranc’rous hate 
On Heaven's "best lov'd in ev’ry dime should wait! 

Now, smiling round on all the woud’ring crew 
The Moor, attended by his bands, withdrew ; 

His nimble barges soon approach’d the land. 

And shouts of joy receiv’d him on the strand. 

From heaven’s high dome the vintage-god 1 beheld 
(Whom nine long months his father’s thigh conceal'd) ;* 
Well, pleas’d he mark’d the Moor’s determin’d hate 
And thus his mind revolv’d in self-debate:— 

: “ Has Heaven, indeed, such glorious lot ordain’d, 

By Lusns’ race such conquests to be gain’d 
O’er warlike nations, and on India’s shore, 

"Where I, unrivall’d, claim’d the palm before? 

I, sprung from Jove ! And shall these wand’ring few, 
"What Ammon's son 3 uuconquer’d left, subdue 
Ammon’s brave son who'led the god of war . 

His slave ■ auxiliar at his thund’ring car ? 

Must these .possess what Jove to him denied, • 

Possess what never sooth’d the Roman pride ? . 

Must these the victor’s lordly flag display ' 

With hateful blaze beneath the rising day. 

My name dishonour’d, and my victories stain’d. 

O’erturn’d my altars, and my shrines profan'd ? 

No : be it mine to fan the Regent’s bate : 

Occasion seiz’d commands the action’s fate. 

”l’is mine—‘this captain, now my dread no .more,-'.., 

Shall never shake his spear on India’s shore.” 

were of some Mohammedan.country. The mutual exchange of .good 
offices between our people and those islanders promised a long con¬ 
tinuance of friendship, but it proved otherwise, v :No sooner did, 
Zncocia understand they were .Christians, than all liis kindness was 
turned into the most bitter hatred ; lie begptr to; meditate their, ruin; 
and sought to destroy the flget.—Osoiuoi-lip. of ctylves, llist. of the 
Portug. Discov. 

■■ 1 Bacchus, god of wine. . . 

.. 2 JIT tom nine "long month* his father'* thigh comcahd: — Bacchus was- 
nourished during‘his infancy in a cave of mount Meres, which in 
Greek- signifies a thigh; Hence the fable. . . . . 

\ 3 Alexander the Great, who on visiting tie temple of Jupiter 
Ammon, was hailed as son of that deity L\ his priests.— lid. 
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So spalcc t })0 Power, 1 and with the lightning’s flight 
; For Africdarted thro’ the fields: of light, 
r His form divine he . cloth’d in human shape, 2 
And rush’d impetuous o’er the rocky cape: 

Ju the dark semblance of a Moor he came 
] ’or art and old experience known to fame: 
t Him all his peers with humble deference heard, 

And all Mozambique and its prince rever’d : 

Yhc prince in haste he sought, and thus express’d 
: i liis-guilef ul hate in friendly counsel dress’d: . e 

And to the regent of this isle alone 
. Jirc these adventurers and their fraud unknown? , 

Has: Fame conceal’d their rapine from his ear ? 
fjljvpri brought the groans of plunder’d na.ti.ons here P . 

.'-still■■ their hands the peaceful olive bore ■ 

' ijVliene’er they anchor’d on a foreign' shore : 

||i>ut nor their seeming nor their oaths I trust, .. 

; i!i|?or. Afi’ic knows them bloody and unjust. 
jA'be nations sink beneath their lawless force, 

.}’ Lid: fire: and blood have mark’d, their deadly course, 
ii V'e too, unless kind Heav’n and thou prevent, 

! I; dust-fall:hhe-■■•victims of their dive intent, 

1 Lind, gasping in the pangs of death, behold 
i|!() ni’..-wives led captive, and our daughters sold. . 

Y By .stealth' they..come, ere.morrow dawn, to bring 
; Tho healthful bev’rage -from the living spring :■■■■• 
o Arm’d with his troops the captain will appear; 

A For conscious fraud is ever prone to fear, 
v h’o meet them there select a trusty band, ■■■■■■ 
wend, in close ambush, take thy silent stand ; * . 

: :s . r i.-bei‘e wait, and sudden on the heedless foe 
Kush, and destroy them ere they dread the blow. 

/v Or say; should some escape the secret snare,. .. 

, <i Baved by their, fate. t their valour, or their care, 

Yef their dread fall shall celebrate onr isle, 
jX L’ate consent, and thou aj prove the gmle. 

• . * Bacchus. 

* Hit form diiine lie cVdlid iu human shopo—* 

: ICxitlt: in vulhts Kse tramformat aniles f 
Jit JronUm obi'-ituum rugi* arut. Vii;. An. vii, 
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Give then a pilot to their wand’ring fleet, 

Bold in his art, and tutor’d in deceit; 

Whose hand adventTous shall their helms misguide, 

To hostile shores, or whelm them in the tide.” ( 

So spoke the god, in semblance of a sage . . 

Renown’d for counsel and the craft of age. 

The prince with transport -glowing in his face 
Approv’d, and caught him in a kind embrace : 

And instant at the word his bands prepare 
Their bearded darts and. implements of war, 

That Lusus’ sons might purple with their gore 
The crystal fountain which they sought on shore: 

And, still regardful of his dire intent, 

A skilful pilot to the bay he sent, 

Of honest mien, yet practised in deceit, 

Who far at distance on the beach should wait, 

And to the ’scaped, if some should ’scape the snare 
Should offer friendship and the pilot’s care, 

But when at sea, on rocks should dash their pride, 

And whelm their lofty vanes beneath the tide. 

Apollo 1 now had left his wat’ry bed, 

And o’er the mountains of Arabia spread 

His rays that glow’d with gold; when Gama rose, 

And from his bands a trusty squadron chose : 

Three speedy barges brought their casks to fill 
From gurgling fountain, or the crystal rill : 

Full arm’d they came, for bi'ave defence prepar’d, 

For martial care is ever on the guard: 

And secret warnings ever are imprest 
On wisdom such as wak’d in Gama’s breast. 

And now, as swiftly springing o’er the tide 
Advanc’d the boats, a troop of Moors tkev spied ; 

O’er the pale sands the sablo warriors 1 crowd, 

And toss their threat’ning darts, and shout aloud. 

1 To be identified with, the Sun. in the opinion of later nivfhole, 
pists; hut not so in Homer, with whom Ilelios (tly; Sun) is himself 
a deity.— Ed. 
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Yet seeming artless, though they dar’d the fight, 

: Their eager hope they plac’d m artful flight, 
j To lead /brave Gama where, unseen by day, 

' 1 n dark-brow’d shades their silent ambush lay. 

With scornful gestures o’er the beach they stride, 

. •And push their levell’d spears with barb’rous pride, 

TThen fix the arrow to the bended bow, 
v And strike their sounding shields, and dare the foe. 

With gen’rous rage the Lusian race beheld, 

' And each brave breast with indignation swell’d, 

! To view such foes, like snarling dogs, display 
Their tbrent’ning tusks, and brave the sanguine fray: 
k Together with a bound they spring to land, ; r 

Tidhkhhwn'whose; step first trod the hostile strand. 

u; ■: Tims,-when to gain his beauteous charmer’s smile, 

! ; L’lie yotithfui lover dares the bloody toil, 1 : , 

; ijAefore.the nodding bull’s stern front he stands, 
rjTe.leapsvhe wheels, he shonts, and.waves his hands* 

1’he lordly brute disdains the stripling’s rage, . 
dis nostrils smoke; and, eager to engage, ■ 

Ais horned brows he levels with the ground, • 
i And shuts his flaming, eyes, and wheeling round 
1-With'dreadful- bellowing rushes on the foe, 
r And lays the boastful gaudy champion low. 

5 . Thus to the sight the sons of. Lusns sprung, • 

Yoi' slow to fall their ample vengeance bung: A 
■ AVith sudden roar'the carabines resound, 

And bursting echoes-.from the- hills rebound.; . 

. .--The-lead; flies-hissing through, the. trembling air. 

And death’s fell-daemons through.the flashes glare. " 
iVberc, up (he land, a grave of palms enclose, 

.And cast'their shadows, where the fountain flows, , 
j'he linking ambusl). from theii'- troach’rous stand. • 

33ehc4d the combatJjnrmng on the.strand: 

'■■-.AAi ■}vital to gain liu:.br(u:1?Mii> charmcr'is mile. 

V'f-"-b'-'-liTAc.: ypMhfvlIdvw.i'iareiijteMwdy toil.- : - 

--'.This -mtoile-is'- taken from a favourite cxcrcis* in Spain,-where it is 
i-nifil to sci jo’uiff <’> "tit uu o i >t the bc-i fiimhc*- entei'ncr ‘ k Jet 
io fihit with'ahijil; adorned wifi) ribbons, and', armed- with .-a javelin 
or kind uf cutlass vLi’-h Un- Spaniards call MuchcU. 
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They see the flash with sudden lightnings flare, 

And the hlno smoko slow rolling on the air : 

They see their warriors drop, and starting hear 
The lingering thunders bursting on their ear. 

Amaz'd, appall’d, the treach’rons ambush fled, 

And rag’d, 1 and curs’d their birth, and quak’d with dread. 
The bands that vaunting show’d their threaten’d might-, , 
With 'Slaughter gor’d, precipitate in flight; 

Yet oft, though trembling, on the foe they turn 
Their eyes.that red with lust of vengeance burn : 

Aghast with fear, and stern with desperate rage 
• The flying war with dreadful howls they wage,- 
Flints, clods, and javelins hurling as they fly,. ’ 

As rage 8 and wild despair their hands supply: 

And, soon dispers’d, their hands attempt no more 
To guard' the fountain or defend the shore: 

O'er the wide lawns no more tlicir troops appear: 

ISlor sleeps the vengeance of the victor here; 

To teach the nations what tremendous fate 
From, his right arm on perjur’d vows should wait, 

He. seized the time to awe the Eastern world, 

And on the breach of faith his -thunders hurl’d. 

From, his black ships the sMden 1-igMning.s Maze , 

And o’er old Ocean flash their dreadful rays :. 

: White -clouds on clouds Enroll'd the smoke ascends ,. , : . : 

The bursting tumuli heaven’s wide -. concave' rc-tids, :• A. 

The bays and caverns of the loinding shore i 1 ; 

Repeat the cannon’s and the mortar's roar ,* A 

! - : - — emaldma 

O.velho inerie, c a may, quo o fllho cria. 

Thus translated by Fanshaw— g, ; 

■ ———-—-— curst, their ill lucle, v : i w 'A- 

Th’ old Devil artel the-Dam that gave them suck. 

2 Flints, clods, and javelins hurling, as-- they fly, . 

As rage, i tv.— a . . ■ ; 

Janapte faces et saxar-jolant, furor arma rainisirat. 

. ‘ : ■ Vino. iEu. i. - 

The Spanish coinnienf.atoi' on this place relates-a.very extraordi¬ 
nary instance of the furor anna niinistrnns. A Portuguese soldier at 
■the siege of Diu in the Indies, being surrounded by the enemy, and- 
having ho ball to. charge his musket, .pulled out oiitvof his teeth, aud 
witli it supplied the place of a bullet. 
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To strike a surer yet a secret blow, 

And in one general death to whelm the foe. 

The promis’d pilot to the fleet lie sends 
And deep repentance for his crime pretends. 
Sincere the herald seems, and while he speaks, 
The winning tears steal down his hoary checks. 

B rave Gama, touch’d with gen’rous woe, believes, 
And from his hand the pilot’s hand receives: 

A dreadful gift! instructed to decoy, 

In gulfs to whelm them, or on rocks destroy. 

The valiant chief, impatient of delay, 

For India now resumes the wat’ry way; 

Bids weigh the anchor aud unfurl the sail, 

Spread full the canvas to the rising gale. 

He spoke: and proudly o’er the foaming tide, ‘ 
Borne on the wind, the f nil-wing’d' vessels ride ; 
While as they rode before the bounding prows 
The lovely forms of sea-born nymphs arose. 

The while brave Yasco’s unsuspecting mind 
Yet fear’d not ought the crafty Moor design’d :. 
Much of the coast he asks, and much demands 
Of Afric’s shores and India’s spicy lands. 

The crafty Moor by vengeful Bacchus taught 
Employ’d on deadly guile his baneful thought;. 

In his dark mind lie pi aim’d, on Gama’s head 
Full to revenge Mozambique and the dead. 

Yet all the chief demanded he reveal’d, 

For aught of truth, that truth he knew, conceal’d 
For thus he ween’d to gain his easy faith, . 

And gain’d, betray to slavery or death. ■ ■■ ■ 

And now, securely trusting to destroy, 

As erst false Sinon 3 snar’d the sons of Troy, 

“ Behold, disclosing from the sky,” he cries, 

•“ Far to the north, yon cloud-like isle arise: 

From ancient limes the natives of the shore 
The blood-stain’d image on the cross adore.” 
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' 0 bring my vessels wliere the■ Christians dwell, 

And thy glad lips my gratitude shall tell.” 
d ith sullen joy the treaeli’rous Moor complied, 
vnd for that island turn’d the helm aside. 

Ajr well Quiloa’s 1 swarthy race he knew, 
hieir laws and faith to Hagar’s offspring true; 

Their strength in war, through all the nations round, 
Above Mozambique and her powers renown’d ; 
ie knew what hate the Christian name they bore, 

\nd hop'd that hate on Vasco’s bands to pour. 

Right, to the land the faithless pilot steers, 
bght to I he land the glad Armada bears; 

;| ; Vjit heavenly .Love’s fair queen, 2 whose watchful care 
i h'd ever been their guide, beheld the snare. 

!• L} sudden storm she rais'd : loud howl’d the blast, 

Ijhe. yard-arms rattled, and each groaning mast 
fended-beneath -the weight. Deep sunk the prows, 
iitid creakirig, ropes the creaking ropes oppose ; 

1 ji| vain the pilot would the speed restrain, . 

Si ie captain shouts, the sailors toil in yain; 

fj | E : Quiloa is an island, with a. town of the same name, on the east 
-.j past-of Africa.— Ed.: . 

•jj- - But heavenly Love’s fair queen. —When Gama arrived in the. 
’East, the Moors wero the only people who engrossed the.trade of those 
; Arts. Jealous of such formidable rivals as the Portuguese, they 
: ;>i;p!.oycd every: artifice to accomplish the destruction of Gama’s fleet.: 
the Moors were acquainted with these seas and spoke the Arabic 
■ina'uage, Gama was obliged to employ them both as pilots and inter-- 
.; n-ftT.ers. ■■ 'The .-circumstance now mentioned by Camobus is .an : histo- 
leal fact. “Tlie Moorish- pilot,” says De Barros, “ intended to conduct 
. -.no Portuguese into Quiloa. telling them that place was inhabited by 
Jnristians; -but a sudden storm arising, drove the fleet from tliat 
■.pdiore, :'Where death or -slavery would have been the certain fate of 
Jama and his companions. The villainy of the pilot was afterwards 
siiscovered. As Gama was. endeavouring to enter the. port of Mom*-. 
??>ii.z'-h& ship, struck ou a sand-hank, : and finding - their purpose of 
.: jri.i.iginff him into the JStybour defeated, two -of the Moorish pilots- 
.' finped inio the sea and swam ashore. ‘Alarmed at this tacit ackuow- 
: -: fHigraoiit of guilt, • G ama ordered, two . other Moorish -pilots who 
remained; on hoard to be examined by whipping, who, after, sonic- 
made a full confession of their intended villainy. This .discovery 
greatly encouraged Gama and liis men, who now interpreted the: 
-.sudden .-stormwlnel* had driven, them from. Quiloa as a miraculous 
^interposition oi.-Divine Providence in-their favour.---. 
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Aslope and gliding on the leeward side, 

The hounding vessels cut the roaring tide: 

Soon far they pass’d; and now the slacken’d sail 
Trembles and bellies to the gentle gale : 

Now many a lengne before the tempest toss’d 
The treach’rous pilot sees his purpose cross’d: 

Tot vengeful still, and still intent on guile, 
Behold, he cries, yon dim emerging isle: 

There live the votaries of Messiah’s lore 
In faithful peace, aud friendship with the'Moor. 
Tet all was false, for there Messiah’s name, 
Reviled and scorn’d, was only known by fame. 
The grovelling natives there, a brutal herd, 

The sensual lore of Hagar’s son 1 preferr’d. , . 

TV ith joy brave Gama hears the artful tale, 

Bears to the harbour, and Bids furl the sail. ' 

Yet, watchful still, fair Love’s celestial queen 
Prevents the danger with a hand unseen: 

Now past the bar his vent’rous vessel guides, 

And safe at anchor in the road he rides. 

Between the isle and Ethiopia’s land 
A narrow current laves each ad verse si rand : . 
Close by the margin where the green tide flows, 
Pull to the bay a lordly city rose; 

With fervid blaze the glowing evening pours 
Its purple splendours o’er the lofty towers ; 

The lofty towers with milder lustre gleam, • 

And gently tremble in the glassy stream. 

Hero reign’d a hoary king of ancient fame ; 
Mombas the town, Mombas the island’s name. 

As when the pilgrim, who with weary pace 
Thro’ lonely -wastes nntrod by human race, 

Por many a day disconsolate has stray’d, 

The turf his bed, the wild-wood boughs'his shade, 
O’erjoy’d beholds the cheerful seats of men 
In grateful prospect rising on his kon: 

So Gama joy’d, \Vho many a dreary day 
Had traced the vast, the lonesome, wat’ry way, 

1 i.c. Mohammed.— Ed, 
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Had seen new stars, unknown to Europe, rise, 

And brav'd tbe horrors of the polar skies : 

So joy’d his bounding heart when, proudly rear’d, 
The splendid city o’er the wave appear’d, 

V»- here ltemer's own lore, he trusted, was obey’d, 

A ml Holy Faith her seen iL rites display’d. 

And now, swiff crowding through the horned bay, 

■ Idle rMoonsh. barges, wing’d their foamy way, 

-■1-o Gaj'iA.’s fleet with friendly smiles they bore 
, T he choicest - products /of tlieir .'cultur’d -shore. 

.there fell-rancour veil’d its serpent-head, 
r: Though festive- roses o'er the gifts were spread. 

,For Haceliu.-, veil’d in human shape, was here, 

:.} A md---pour'.d' his eonnsel in. the sovereign's ear, - 

P|e O' pit,eons lot of man’s .uncertain state ! 

|i \ iuir.- -woes on -Life's-.unhappy journey wait! 
n s. hen. jovial Hope would grasp its fond desire, 
i 1 o, feucyln h nr pods n the gra&p expire 
il »v sea what freaoh’rons ca-lms, what rushing storms, 
|! ,.nd. death, attendant in a thousand forms ! 
i( '0 laiiii. wliat.strife,- what plots of secret guile. . , 

I How. many a wound from many a treacherous smile ! 

:Oh. where shall-man escape bis num’rous foes, 
.::|£uUTesfe his-weary head in safe repose! 
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BOOK II. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

Arrival of the expedition at. Mombas,-:. • Bacchus plotstheir.h 
. struction by new artifices. They are deceived into the belief that,: j 
natives are, like themselves, Christians; Bacchus assumes: the char 1 j 
ter of a priest, and worships the god of the Christians. At the- in vital-: j 
of the king of Mombas, .Gama enters the port, and reaches the pi; \ 
intended for his destruction. Venus, aided by the Nereids, effe i 
their deliverance ; and Gama sails away, fearing treabhery." Vei j 
hastens to Olympus.to seek Jove’s aid.. Jupiter assures her:of i ,i 
future, glory of, the Portuguese, and commands .Mercury to eond i 
the expedition to Melinda. The king of Melinda asks from Gama ?>j 
historical account of his nation. - I 

mHB-fervent lustre of the evening ray j 

1 Behind the western lulls now died away. 

And night, ascending from the dim-brow’d east-. 

The twilight gloom with deeper shades increas’d, 

When Gama heard the creaking of the oar. 

And mark’d the white waves length’ning from the shore, 
In many a, skiff the eager natives came. 

Their semblance friendship, but deceit their aim. 

And now by Gama’s anchor'd ships they ride, 

And “ Hail, illustrious chief! ” their loader cried, 

“Your fame already these, our regions own, 

How your bold prows from worlds to ns unknown 
Have brav’d the horrors of the soul hern main. 

Where storms and darkness hold their endless reign, 
Whose whelmy waves our westward prows have barr’d 
"From oldest times, and ne’er before were oar’d 
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Assur'd of friendship, and a kind retreat, 

Assur’d and proffer'd by a king so great-.’' 

Yet, mindful still of what his hopes had ehoor’d, 

That here his nation’s holy shrines were rear’d, 
lie asks, if certain, as the pilot told. 

.Messiah’s lore had flourish’d there of old, : 

And flourish’d still. The herald mark’d with joy 
The pious wish, aud, watchful to decoy, 

“ Messiah here,” he cries, “ has altars more 
Thau all the various shrines of other lore.” 

O’erjoy’d, brave Vasco heard the pleasing tale, - 
Yet fear’d that fraud its viper-sting' mightwell .. 
Beneath the glitter-of -a show so -fair. 

He half believes the tale, and arms against, the snare. 

With Gama sail'd a bold advent’rous band, 1 
Whose headlong* rage had .urg’d the guilty, hand: . 

Stern Justice for their crimes had ask'd their blood, 
And pale, in chains condemn’d to: death, they stood -, 
But, sav’d bv Gama from the shameful death, 

The bread of peace had seal’d their plighted faith. A 
The desolate coast, when order’d, to explore, 

And dare each danger of the-hostile-shore : 

Prom this bold band be chose the subtlest two, 

The port, the city, and'its strength to view, 

\ “There were,” says. Osorius, “ten men in the fleet Under i 
tence of death, whose lives had been spared on .condition that, wi 
ever they might be landed, they should explore the country and m 
.themselves .acquainted 'with the manners and. laws of the people.” 

During the reign of Emmanuel, and his -predecessor John 
few criminals were executed in Portugal. These great and polit 
princes employed the lives which were forfeited --to--the public 
the most dangerous undertakings of public utility. In their fore 
expeditions the condemned criminals were .sent upon the .most ha 
dous undertakings. If death was their fate, it was the .pnnishn 
they had merited : if successful in wlmt was required, their, cri 
were expiated; and often 'they rendered tfeir. country, the grea 
..atonement for their guilt vlpeh 'men. .in '-their eivcuinstances .ee 
possibly make.. What multitude?, every,year, in .the prime of tl 
life, end their (lays hi .Great Britain bv the hands of the executipi 
That the legislature might devise 'moans - to nkke tlie: greatest: j 
of these lives useful to society is a fact, Avlucli' sUrely caunqt 
disputed; though, perhaps,: the remedy, of fair evil, so shocking 
humanity may he at some distance. . 0 
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Where 1 2 thus the guileful Power his magic wrought 
.De Gama’s heralds by the guides are brought: 

On bended knees low to the earth they fall, 

And to the Lord of heaven in transport call, 

■While the feign’d priest awakes the-censer’s fire, 

And clouds of incense round the shrine aspire. 

With cheerful welcome, hero caress’d, they slay 
Till bright Aurora, messenger of day, 

Walk’d forth ; and now the sun’s resplendent rays, . •■■■ 

Yet half emerging o’er the waters, blaze, 

When to the fleet the Moorish oars again 

Dash tlie curl’d-waves, and waft, the guileful train ...- 

The lofty decks they- mount. With joy elate, 

Their friendly welcome at .the palace-gate, . 

The king’s sincerity, the people’s care, 

And treasures of the coast the spies declare : 

iSTor pass’d untold what most their joys inspir’d, , . 

What most to hear the valiant chief desir’d. 

That their glad eyes had seen the rites divine, 

Their - country’s worship, and the sacred shrine. ' 

1 See tlio Preface. 

2 When Gama lay at anchor among the islands of St. George,‘near 
Mozambique, “ there came three Ethiopians' on hoard (says Faria V 
Sousa) who, seeing St. Gabriel painted on the poop, fell on. their knees 
in token of their Christianity, .which : had been preached to,,them : in 
the primitive times, though now corrupted.’’ JBarros, .c/ 4,; and 
Castaneda, 1. i. c. 9, report, that the Portuguese found two. or three 
Abyssinian Christians in the city .of Mohihaspwbo had an oratorv 

' in their house. The : following short account of the Christians of :tho. 
East may perhaps, be acceptable. In the south parts of. Malabar, 
about 200,000 of tlio inhabitants professed Christianity before the. 
arrival -of:.the Portuguese. They use the Syriac language in' their 
services, and read the Scriptures in that tongue, and cell themselves , 
Christians of St. Thomas, by which apostle their ancestors had been.m 
converted. For 1300 years they had been under the' Patriarch --of-vU 
. Babvlon. who appointed their Mutran, or archbishop. Dr Goddes. ; 
in his History of the Church of Malabar, relates that Francisco Boz, p- 
a Jesuit missionary, complained to AleneZes. the . Portuguese arch- r 
bisliop of Goa, that when lie showed these people an image of the | 

; Virgin Mary, they cried out, ‘‘Away with, that .filthiness,, we are: i. ; 
Christians, and do not adore idols.” " -. - - . ; ^ ■,- | . 

'’Join Few Alefxo de Jlcnczes, archbishop of Goa. “ cndo:uonr"d, 

. to thrusvthoni the church of Malabar the whole mass. of -.'popery*--H..- 
which thfejay teh. before; unacquainted, with.”—Millar’s History of-tlio 
Propag. of •/ ianity. 
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The pleasing tale the joyful Gama hears; 

Dark fraud no more his gen’rous hosom fears : 

As friends sincere, himself sincere, he gives 
The hand of welcome, and the Moor’s receives. 

And now, as conscious of the destin’d prey, 

The faithless race, with smiles and gestures gay, 

Their skiffs forsaking, Gama’s ships ascend, 

And deep to strike the treach’rous blow attend. 

On shore the truthless monarch arms his bands, 

And for the fleet’s approach impatient stands ; 

That, soon as anchor’d in the port they rode 
Brave Gama’s decks might reek with Lusian blood : 

Thus weening to revenge Mozambique’s fate, 

And give full surfeit to the Moorish hate ; 

And now their bowsprits bending to the bay 
The joyful crew the pond’rous anchors weigh, 

Their shouts the while resoun ding. To the gale 
With eager hands they spread the foremast sail. 

But Love’s fair queen 1 the secret fraud beheld : 

Swift as an arrow o’er the battle-field, 

Prom heav’n she darted to the wat’ry plain, 

And call’d the sea-born nymphs, a lovely train, 

Prom Ifereus sprung; the ready nymphs obey. 

Proud of her kindred birth, 2 and own her sway. 


3 Proud of her kindred birth .—The French translator has the fol¬ 
lowing note on this place:—“ This is one of the places which discover 
our author’s intimate acquaintance with mythology, and at the same 
time how much attention his allegory requires. Many readers, on 
finding that the protectress of the Lusians sprung from the sea, would 
be apt to exclaim, Behold, the birth^the terrestrial Venus f How 

those* fables* wMch 1 derive the birth of Venus from theVoam'of the 
waves, mixed with the blood which flowed from the dishonest wound 
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She tells what ruin threats her fav’rite race; 

Unwonted ardour glows on every face ; 

With keen rapidity they hound away; 

Dash'd by their silver limbs, the billows grey 
Foam round : Pair Doto, fir’d with rage divine, 

Darts through the wave; and onward o’er the brine - 
The lovely PTyse and Nerine 1 spring 
With all the vehemence and speed of wing. 

The curving billows to their breasts divide 
And give a yielding passage through the tide. 

With furious speed the goddess rush’d before, 

Her beauteous form a joyful Triton bore, 

Whose eager face with glowing rapture.fir’d, 

Betray’d the pride which such a task inspir’d. 

And now arriv’d, where to the whistling wind 
The warlike navy’s bending masts reclin’d, 

As -through the billows rush’d the speedy prows, 

The nymphs dividing, each her station chose, ,: ■ 
Against the leader’s prow, her lovely breast 
With.-more than mortal force the goddess, press’d ; 

The ship recoiling trembles on the tide, 

The nymphs* in help, pour -round on every side, . 
Prom the dread bar the threaten’d keels to save; ■ . 

The ship bounds up, half lifted from the wave, 

And, trembling, hovers o’er the watTy grave. 

accordingly placed in tlic Zodiac, the sign Pisces. . . This fable agree.- 
perfect h with Poligion, as I could clearly show : but 1 think it m>>n 
proper to leave to the ingenious reader the pleasure of tracing the 
allegory.” ./■ ' f.f . ■ -g;:A AA \g\.g^-A AA 

, 1 J)oto, Nyse, antl-Nerine. —Oloto. or Clothe, as Oastera observes, has 
by some error crept into almost-all the Portuguese editions of the. 
Lusiad.. -Clot,ho was one of the Fates, and neither Hesiod, Horner, 
nor Virgil lias given such a name to any of the Nereids • but in the 
ninth iKnekl J3oto is mentioned-— 

-—. ... - .: nagniquo jtcbebo. • ' . ■ -\ 1 AAA 

sEtjuon’s cssc JJcas , avails Nr.rcia T)oto 
■ .FA Galatea- secant sptmiantem pectore ixiMi&a. ' ) ' 

The Xoioids, in the Lusiad. cays Cast cm, are the virtues divine 
and human. In the first book they accompany the Portuguese fleet— 

J '- before the Imimlina proiri A AAA- 

The lovely forms of sea-born nymphs arose. 
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'■ As wlien alarm’d, to save tlie hoarded grain, 

The caro-earn’d store for winter’s dreary reign, 

So icil, so tug. so pant, the- lab’rmg emmet train, 1 
So toil’d the nymphs, and strain’d their panting force 
rr o turn 4 the navy from its fatal course : 

Hack, back the ship recedes; in vain the crew 

• With shouts on shouts their various toils renew; 

In vain each nervt, each nautic art they strain, 

. vnd the. rough wind distends the sail in vain: 

Knraged. the sailors see their labours cross’d; 
b voiu side to side the reeling helm is toss’d : 
hldigh on the poop the-skilfuf master stands ; 

Sudden he shrieks aloud, and spreads his hands, 
lurking rock its dreadful rifts he trays, . 

: i!iWed right before the prow its ridge displays ; 
ifill aoud shrieks of horror from the yard-arms rise, 

| ; vnd a dire, general.yell invades the skies. : ■ . : 

" o, Mr,,,-) , muH, fcar-struck, at the horrid sound, 
i [i V:-! if .the rage of combat roar’d around. . 

(i: :ile at-e their lips, each look in wild amaze - 

ihe henTOT. of detected guilt betrays, 
ii -farc’d by the. glance, of Gama's awful eyes 
i I 1 i <u>p< mns pdol quits the holm aud flies, 
ri lit com the Insh deck he plunges in the brine; 

) j - s m.de<- 1 1n ir ra Fcty to tlie waves consign ; 

. ; I hsh'd^■■•by their.plunging falls on everyside 
1 ■)■!;« and boils up around the veiling tide, 

h’htis?’. the hoarse tenants of the sylvan lake, . 

. i .by ’an race of old. to flight betake, 

■:'••-.•‘.''.Th-e.jintaare 'a.-people not strong, yet they prepare their meat b 
- a umanwf.—P hcwfii is xrx. 25.—Act. 

1 (h/mmhoa simvl. cl Triton a&nixus acuto 
■ jhiru&unl . 

..i'.; * XifttoTJfn says the*,fab)o, hying 1 from the serpent Python, and, 
1 .till wit', t)iir r '. rani' t•* a n aid, alviv'-omt Lvum ptunnP w jo 
i. cutting the bulrrtshes. . In revenue of tlie insults which they offeree 
■. : 'her in preventing her to drink, she changed them into frees, 'tins 
I ibb, M}* hash n, Id i duod .1) tin wh, is drawn f mu hvtor 
I'luloeornu, its cit* <J hv Itnraaee. relates, that tlie Bhndians hating 
raraiftrfared war against .tbo Lycians, were assisted by some troops from 
? >u.», wiu> camed*lL" imagi Latoiw on their standards. A detach- 
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At ov’ry sound they dread Latona’s hate, 

And doubled vengeance of their former fate ; 

All sudden plunging leave the margin green, 

And but their heads above the pool are seen. 

80 plung’d the Moors, when, horrid to behold! 

.From the bar’d rock’s dread jaws the billows roll’d, 

Opening in instant fate the fleet to whelm., 

•"When ready Vasco caught the stagg’ring helm : 

Swift as his lofty voice resounds aloud, 

The pond’rous anchors dash, the whittling, flood, - . 

And round his vessel, nodding o’er the tide, 

His other ships, bound by their anchors, ride. 

incut of these going to drink at a lake in Lyeia, a crowd, of peasant - 
endeavoured to prevent them. An encounter ensued: the peasant 
fled to the lake for shelter, and were there slain.. Some months after : i 
wards their, companions came in search of their corpses, and: finding a; i 
unusual quantity of frogs, imagined, according .to the superstitioj j 
of their age, that the souls of their friends appeared to them unde \ 
that metamorphosis. ■ A" i 

To some it may, perhaps, appear needless to vindicate Camoens, h :! 
.a point wherein he is supported by the authority of Homer and Tirgb j 
Yet, as many reauc/rs are infe.'ted with the sang froid of a Bossu -oVf 
a -Perrault, an observation in defence of our poet cannot be though 1 
' impertinent. If we examine tlie finest effusions of genius; we Slini:! 
find that the most genuine poetical feeling has often dictated: thori ■ ’ 
similes which 'are drawn;'from' familiar and low. bbjjscts. 1 The sacrer | ; 
writers, arid the greatest poets of every nation, have. used them.,. i: 

may, therefore, conclude that- the criticism which condemns them rr 
. a refinement not founded on nature.. But, allowing them -admissible, • £ 
it must be observed, that to render.theni pleasing• requires-a peculiar ■ 
happiness and delicacy of management. When the poet attains thh 
indispensable point, he gives a striking proof of liis elegance, and of ■ 
his mastership in his art.. That the similes of the cmnhits; and : bf } 
the frogs in Camoens are happily expressed and applied, is indis- 1 
■.putable. In that of the frogs there is a peculiar propriety, both m 
the comparison itself, and in the allusion to the fable, as it was the i 
intent of the poet.to represent not: only the flight, but the baseness ■: 
of the Moors. The simile he seems to have copied from JDante, Inf. - 

Cant. 9— . 

Come le vans innanzi a la nern'ea- 
Bisain per t’ acqua si diteguah’ iuite 
Fin che ci ia terra ciascuna s’ abbica, ■ 

And Cant. 2.2—- • 

E coine a V orlo de V acqua d’ tin fossa 
Stan’ li ranocclii pnr col nmsofuori- ■ 

8? che celano i piedi, e V aliro grastio* 
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Behind her now the morning star she leaves. 

And the 1 sixth heaven her lovely form receives. 

Her radiant eyes such living splendours cast. 

The sparkling stars were brighten’d as she pass’d; 

The frozen pole with sudden streamlets flow’d, 

And, as the burning zone, with fervour glow'd. 

And now confess’d before the throne of Jove, 

In all her charms appears the Queen of Love: 

. Flush’d by the ardour of her rapid flight 
Through fields of eether and the realms of light, v 
Bright as the blushes of the roseate morn, 

Hew blooming tints her glowing cheeks adorn; 

And all that pride of beauteous grace she wore, 

As 2 when in Ida’s bower she stood of yore, 

When every charm and every hope of joy 
Enraptur’d* and allur’d the Trojan hoy. 

Ah ! 8 had that hunter, whose unhappy fate 
The human visage lost by Dian’s hate, 

1 As the planet of Jupiter is in the sixth heaven, the author has 
with propriety there placed the throne of that god.—C asteea, 

2 “I am.aware' of the objection, that this passage is bj/no .means’ 
applicable to the celestial Venus. I answer once for all, that the. 
names and adventures of the pagan divinities are. so blended and" 
uncertain in mythology, that a poet is at great liberty to adapt, them, 
them to his allegory as ho pleases. Even the ■ iahles, which may 

-appear as profane, even these contain historical, physical, and moral ■ 
truths, which fully atone for the seeming licentiousness of the letter. 
I could prove this in many instances, but let .the present suffice.- 
Paris, son of Priam, king of Troy, spent his first years as a shepherd ■ 
in the country. At this time Juno, Minerva, and Venus .disputedlbr, 
the apple of gold, which was destined to be. given to the most beau¬ 
tiful goddess. They consented Unit Paris should he their judge. 
Ilis equityy claimed this honour. He saw' them all naked. ’ June 
promised him riches, Minerva the sciences, hut he decided in'favour 
of Venus, who promised him the possession of ilu> most beautiful 
woman. What a ray of light is contained in. this philosophical fable! 

: Paris represents a studious man, who, in the silence of solitude, seeks : 
the supreme good. Juno is the emblem of riches and dignities; ’ 
Minerva, that of the sciences purely huirfim; Venus is that;of ; . 
religion, which contains the sciences -.both’huinan and divine.; the; 
charming female, which she promises to the-Trojan shepherd, -is that 
divine Wisdom which gives tranquillity of heart. ...A judge so philo¬ 
sophical as .Paris would not hesitate, a moment to-Wh’dih to give -the. 
apple of gold.”—CASi-uitA. . . t - ... : ' ■ ' ■ 

3 “ The. allegory of Camoiins is here obvious. . Jf Acteon, aiid the- 
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•Had he beheld this fairer goddess move 

* Not bounds had slain him, but the fires of love. 

‘ A.down her neck, more white than virgin snow, 

Of softest hue the golden tresses flow; 
oiler heaving breasts of purer, softer white 
iThan snow hills glist’ning in the moon’s pale light, 

Except where cover’d by the sash, were bare, 

■'A ud 1 Love, unseen, smil’d soft, and panted there : 
h nr hv« the zone the god’s fond zeal employs, 

The zone awakes the flames of secret joys. 
t s ivy-tendrils round her limbs divine 
’ Their spreading anus the young desires entwine : 
below her waist, and quiv’ring on the gale, 

• ?? Of .thinnest -texture .flows the silken veil: 

. t kh! where the lucid curia in dimly shows, 

TA Eith .doubled fires the roving fancy glows !) 

IB ha hand oi: modesty the foldings threw, 
komll conceal’d, nor all was given to view ; A f 

I :> cm .of: their violent passions, could discover the beauties of true 
•' |> ;h'zi6n,".thov.would be astonished and reclaimed : according to the 
it mreesion of Seneca, ‘ Si virtus cerni posset oculis corporeis, oranes 
|!! amorem snum pclliceret.’ ”—Gastera. 

}r ’ f5';TJi'tftVis,.-.:i>ivind f.lovep which always accompanies religion, 
iigohoid-how our author insinuates the excellence of. his moral!” 

■ f . As. tlie French translator has acknowledged, there is no doubt 
•. .me several readers will be apt. to decry this allegorical interpretation. 
:. ■ w.tlnr machinery of Camocns. Indeed there is nothing more easy 
-v daii to discover a .system of allegory in the simplest narrative. The 
v. reign of Hbrny VIIL is as susceptible'of it as any fable in the heathen 
:m rihologyr Nay,, perhaps, more so. . Under the names of Henry, 

: .u3f.-ore,:'eWolseyi. Cromwell,- Pole, Cranmer, etc., all the - war of the 
•v- pr.Rgions; with, their different catastrophes, might be delineated. 

,; i'hongli it--may'-bo.difficult to determine how far, yet one may venture 
sev aJJbm..that Homer and Virgil sometimes allegorised. The poets, 
Hnnwnvcn'-wlio wrote on the revival of letters have left us in no doubt; 
r;:wv; havertheir--own-authority for it that their machinery:is allegorical, 
li lfot only, the pagan deities, but the more modem adventures of en- 
•■•.•^diantinoiifcrwere- used by*them. to delineate the affections, and the 
trials oaud.. rewards .".of the. virtue? and vices. Tasso published, a 
. .Vtreatise' to•■■prove that-Ins Gcrumf&nme Lfoerata. is no other than the 
v-.. Clo:r.!Btlan..spiritualwvarfare. And Camocns. as. observed in the pro- 
v iat'e,•'■bus twice asserted tboe. liia. machinery-is- allegorical.-The poet's 
o lorth-ti and the fa-ir* ot lie 1 ago in which he wioie, sufficiently 
.indicate and expliSn Iho allegroy of the Lusiiul. 



42 


THE LUSIAD. 


Ye.t her deep grief her lovely face betrays, 

Though on her cheek; the soft smile falt’ring plays. 
All heaven was mov’d—as when some damsel coy. 
Hurt by the rudeness of the am’rous boy, ■ 

Offended chides and smiles ; with angry mien 
Thus mixt with smiles, advanc’d the plaintive queen 
And 1 thus : “ 0 Thunderer ! 0 potent Sire ! 

Shall I in vain thy kind regard require ? 

Alas ! and cherish still the fond deceit, 

That yet on me thy kindest smiles await. 

A!i heaven ! and must that valour which I love 
Awake the vengeance and the rage of Jove ? 

Yet mov’d with pity for my fav’rite race 
I speak, though frowning on thine awful face, 

I mark the tenor of the dread decree, 

That to thy wrath consigns my sons and me. 

Yes ! let stern Bacchus bless thy partial care, 

His be the triumph, and be mine despair. 

The bold advent’rous soils of Tago’s clime 
I loved—alas! that love is now their crime : 

O happy they, and prosp’rous gales their fate, 

Had 1 pursued them, with relentless hate ! 

Yes ! let’my woeful sighs in vain implore. 

Yes ! let them perish on some barb’rous shore. 

For I have lov’d them,” Here the swelling sigh 
And pearly tear-drop rushing in her eye, 

As morning dew hangs trembling on the rose, 
Though fond to speak, her further speech oppose— 
Her lips, then moving, as the pause of woe 
Were now to give the voice of grief to flow ; 

When kindled by those charms, whose woes might 
And melt the prowling tiger’s rage to love. 

The thundering-god her weeping sorrows eyed, 

And sudden threw r his awful state aside: 

With 2 that mild look which stills the driving storm, 
When black roll’d clouds the face ol heaven deform 

1 The following speech of Yeans and the reply of Jupite 
fine imitation ..from. the .first iEneid,. and do, great honour, 
classical taste of the Portuguese poet. 

3 Imitated from 5 Virg. jin. i.— ' 

. . • ;. Olli subridms hominum sator atgue TJeorton, .. 

. Vitltu,'quo coalum tempestates^ui.serejeat, : 

Oneida libavit natci -- 
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With that mild visage and benignant mien 
Which to the sky restores the bine serene, 

Her snowy neck and glowing cheek he press’d, 

And wip’d her tears, and clasp’d her to his breast; 
Yet she, still sighing, dropp’d the trickling tear, 

As the chid nursling, mov’d with pride and fear, 

Still sighs and moans, though fondled and caress’d; 
Till thus great Jove the Fates’ decrees confess’d: 

“ 0 thou, my daughter, still belov’d as fair, 

Vain are thy fears, thy heroes claim my care: 

No power of gods could e’er my heart incline, 

Like one fond smile, one powerful tear of thine. 

Wide o’er the eastern shores shalt thon behold 
Thy flags far streaming, and thy thunders roll’d ; 
Where nobler triumphs shall thy nation crown, 

Than those of Roman or of Greek renown. 

• “ If by mine aid tlie sapient Greek 1 could brave 
Th’ Ogygian seas, nor sink a deathless slave ; 8 
If through th’ Illyrian shelves Antenor bore, 

Till safe he landed on Tinjavus’ shore; 

If, by his fate, the pious Trojan 8 led, 

Safe through Charybdis’ 4 barking whirlpools sped : 
Shall thy bold heroes, by my care disclaim’d, 

Be left to perish, who, to worlds nnnam’d 
By vaunting Rome, pursue their dauntless way ? 

No—soon shalt thou with ravish’d eyes survey, 

From stream to stream their lofty cities spread, 

And their proud turrets rear the warlike head: 

The stern-brow’d Turk shall bend the suppliant knee, 
And Indian monarchs, now secure and free, 

Beneath thy potent monarch’s yoke shall bend, 

And thy just laws wide o’er the East extend. 


flthaka—J 
>f Calypso, 


‘ “ Far on the right her dog 
Charybdis roaring on the : 
And in her greedy wkirlpi 


d Ulysses immortality on • 


Seyllajhides, 

:ks the tides.” 
ek’s Vug. JSn. iii 
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Thy chief, who now in error’s circling maze, ; 

For India’s shore through shelves and tempests strays; ; 
■That chief shalt thou behold, with lordly pride,. : 

O’er Neptune’s trembling realm triumphant ride. 

G wondrous fate .’ when not a breathing 1 gale 
Shall curl the billows, or distend the sail, 

The waves shall boil and tremble, aw’d with dread, 

And own the terror o’er their empire spread. 

That hostile coast, with various streams supplied, 

Whose treach’rous sons the fountain’s gifts denied; 

That coast shalt thou behold his port supply, 

■Where oft thy weary fleets in rest shall lie. 

Each shore which weav’d for him the snares of death, 

To him these shores shall pledge their offer’d faith ; 

To him their haughty lords shall lowly bend, 

And yield him tribute for the name of friend. i ; 

The Red-sea wave shall darken in the shade > i 

Of thy broad sails, in frequent pomp display’d: s 

. Thine eyes shall see the golden Ormuz ’ 2 shore, J 

Twice thine, twice conquer’d, while the furious-Moor; 5 
Amaz’d, shall view his arrows backward 3 driven, f 

Shower’d on his legions by the hand of Heaven. $ 

Though twice assail’d by many a vengeful band. i 

Unconquer’d still shall Dio’s ramparts stand. 

. .. ■ ■ : i 

1 After the Portuguese had made great conquests in India, .GamA- [ 
had the honour to be. appointed Viceroy.’’' In !i>24, .l-wlibU:’ sailing ■ 1 ! 
thither to take possession of his government, his fleet was so becalnieii { 
'on the.coast of Cambaya that the ships stood motionless on .the. water, t 
when in an instant, without the least change of the weather, tin. = 
waves were shaken with a violent agitation, like trembling, The- u 
ships were tossed about, the sailors were terrified, and in the -utmost I: 
confusion, thinking themselves lost. Gama, ptueeiving it to be the r ; 
: effect of an earthquake, with his -wonted heroism ...and prudence,- ;.■ 
exclaimed, “ Of what: are- you afraid?Bo you not seehowthe ocean y 
trembles under its sovereigns!” Barros, 1. 9, e. 1, and Faria, c. 9, ; 
say,that such as lay sick of.fevers were cured by tile.fright. ; i 

! . Ormuz, or Hormuz, an.-island at the entrance. of" the Persian b 
Gulf,once a.great commercial depot.— JSd .,. . 5- 

3 Both Barros and Castaneda relate this fact. Albuquerque, 
during tho war of Ormuz, having given battle lo the Persians and ■ 
Moory bv the violence of a sudden wind the anows ol tin bitter wem 
driven back upon themselves, whereby many ol' their troops were $ 
wounded. ■ f 
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Though Mai’s rag’d high, and all his fury pour’d, 

Till with the storm the boiling surges roar’d. 

Yet shall thine eyes more dreadful scenes behold, 

On burning surges burning surges roll’d, 

The sheets of fire far billowing o’er the brine. 

While I my thunder to thy sons resign. 

Thus many a sea shall blaze, and many a shore 
Resound the horror of the combat’s roar, 

While thy bold prows triumphant ride along 
By trembling China to the isles unsung 
By ancient bard, by ancient chief unknown, 

Till Ocean’s utmost shore thy bondage own. 

“ Thus from the Ganges to the Gadian 1 strand, 

From the; most northern wave to southmost land : 

That land decreed to bear the injur’d name 
Of Magalhaens, the Lusian pride and shame: 2 
From all that vast, though crown’d with heroes old. 

Who with the gods were demi-gods enroll’d : 

From all that vast no equal heroes sliiuo 
To match in arms, 0 lovely daughter, thine.” 

So spake the awful ruler.of the skies, 

And Maia’s G son swift at his mandate flies : 

His charge, from treason and Mombassa’s * king 
The weary fleet in friendly port to bring,' 

And, while in sleep the brave De Gama lay, 

To warn, and fair the shore of rest display. ■ 

.Fleet through the yielding air Cyllenius 6 glides, . ,v 
As to the light the nimble air divides. k;,Y YY p 

1 Gades, now Cadiz, an ancient and still flourishing seaport, of 
Spain.— Ed. 

, 2 Tk-e Lusian pride, etc.—Magalhaens, a most celebrated navigator,:; 
neglected by, Emmanuel, king of Portugal, offered hisvservice to the 
king of Spain, under whom he made most, imjjprtaht discoveries' round 
the Straits which bear his name, and imparts of South America. 
Of this-hero , see further, Lusiali X., in the notes. 

■■ 3 4 5 Mercury. ■ 

4 Mombas,.a seaport town on an island of the same name off the 

coast-of Zanguebar, iEast Africa,— lid. ■ : 

5 Mercury, so called from Cyllene, the highest.mountain in the 

Peloponnesus, where he had; a temple, and on wb’cli sp*ot he is said 
to have been born.— Ld. V 
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The mystic helmet 1 on his head he wore, 

.And in his hand the fatal rod 2 he bore; 

That rod of power 3 to wake the silent dead, 

-Or o’er the lids of care soft slumbers shed. 

And now, attended by the herald Fame, 
i'o fair Melinda's gate, conceal'd, he came; 

And soon loud rumour echo'd through the town, 
■oi;tdw - ''iVdni'!the westeim world, from waves unknown,;: 

A noble baud had reach’d the iEthiop shore, 
riiroach seas aucl dangers never dar’d before : 
dd’R godlike, dread'attempt their wonder fires, 

TV g< n'rons wonder fond regard inspires, 
lijAnd all the city glows their aid to give, 
d| ! fo view t.ho heroes, and their wants relieve. ■ . 

|:| ’Twas now the solemn hour when midnight reigns, 

-vis'S (dmlv tnvjnldin.Q' o’er the ethereal plains, . 
liil'Mio siarrv host, by gloomy silence.led, 

!t I j r.-t-eurili and sea a glimm’ring paleness shed ; 
i: -vy hen to the fleet, which hemm’d with dangers lay, 
jj 'I'm* Siiv-n'-Tvin/r’d Oyllenius 4 darts away, 
i euro was now in soft oblivion steep'd, , 

:( 'iim-wn.tr.h alone accustom'd vigils kept :. 

1 jv ;>ts wearied -by the day’s alarms, : . 

argots InVeates,-reclin'd in. slumber's arms. 

>. InJ he clos’d his careful eyes in rest. 
■•'..•VVlv.-ftv-Ha.w;’s.son 4 in vision stood confess'd: . 

, i J. Mu ere d. O Lusitaniaa, fly: 

- : j igrn guile and treason every nerve apply: , . ' - 

\i< mipio..- kum foi thee the toil prepares, 

;;Afr liriiruni?'. people weaves a.thousand snares: . 

' 1 ’.ir < .viueeu.y twined with serpents.— Ed. 

. ' - itrstMie witliiir Ms awful hand 

!’j of sovereign; powot* the.mne'ic wand: 

■\\>ih Mu- h* ill ins th-' gtiovh tram hollow 

;th thi- lit- drves th< m down i-lio Ftygiau waves, 
ill-.vhv guAVHli linkbe'.seals-iu■sloop;the w:i:ko!'ul*dght. ■: 1 

Asul thotnrh rjo-i'd in death, restores to livid.” 

# " Jhnn, n. -Mi, (lhydc:f.. Trans.) 

4 .Me* vary. 


i. 
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Oil fly these shores, unfurl the gather’d sail, 

Lo, Heaven, thv guide, commands the rising gale. 

Hark, loud it rustles; see, the gentle tide 
Invites thy prows ; the winds thy ling’ring chide. 

Here such dire welcome is for thee prepar’d 
As 1 Diomed’sunhappy strangers shar’d; 

His hapless guests at silent midnight bled, 

On their torn limbs his snorting coursers fed. 

Oh fly, or here with strangers'blood imbru’d 

Busiris’altars thou shalt find renew’d : ■.'■■■■ 

Amidst his slaughter’d guests his altars stood . 

Obscene with gore, and bark’d with human blood: - 
Then thou, belov’d of Heaven, my counsel hear ; 

• Right-by the coast thine onward journey steer, 

Till where the sun of noon no shade begets,. 

But day with night in equal.tenor sets. 2 /. .y.yw 
A sov’reign there, of gen’rous faith unstain’d, 

With ancient bounty, and with joy nnfeign’d 
Your glad arrival on his shore shall greet, , 

And soothe, with every care your weary, fleet, ; ■ ,. 

And when again for India’s golden strand ■' . 

Before the prosp’rous gale your sails expand, 

A skilful pilot oft in danger tried,,. : . ' 

Of heart sincere, shall prove your faithful guide.” 

Thus Hermes 3 spoke ; and as his flight he takes 
Melting in ambient aii\ De Hama wakes. 

Chill’d with amaze he stood, when through the night 
With sudden ray appear'd the bursting light; 

The winds loud whizzing through the cordage sigh’d. 

“ Spread, spread the saifl ” the raptur’d Yasco cried ; 

1 Diomede, a tyrant of Thrace, who fed his horses with human 

flesh; a thing, says the grave Castern, almost incredible. -Busiris was 
a king of Egypt, who sacrificed strangers. .: -. 

Quis •;.. .■illaudaii-nescil JBim. idi* ara* 1 

•-. Yn;a. Goor. iii. 

Hercules vanquished both these tyrants, and put them to the same 
. punishments -which., their cruelty had. inflicted on. others, .Isocrates, 
"•composed an oration in honour of Busiris; a masterly example of 
Attic raillery find satire. ■ . ■, .■ 

2 i.e. the equator. ■ -l - .•••••••• . ■ ■ 

* Hermes is the Greek name for the god Mercury. 
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Akfb, aloft, this,- tliis the gale of heaven, 

By Heaven our guide, th' auspicious sign is given ; 
Mine eyes beheld the messenger divine. 

.‘ 0 fly,’ he cried, ‘ and give the fav’ring sign. 

Here treason lurks.’ —Swii't as tlie cnplain spake 
The mariners spring bounding to the-deck, 

. And,now, with shouts far-echoing o'er the sea, 
y. y .Praud of .tlieir- strength the pond’rous anchors weigh. 
When ' Heaven again its guardian care display’d ; 
Above the wave rose many a Moorish head, 

. (Joileeal’d by night they gently swam along, 

. .And Vv'ith their: weapons saw d the cables strong, . 

:i TJrat by the swelling currents whirl’d and toss’d, 

The,-^navy’s-wrecks might strew the rocky coast. ; 
illii. But. ii.o\v discover’d, every-.nerve they plv.' 

• a .-And dive, and swift as frighten’d vermin- fly. 

fjl.---, .]Si'.ow through the silver waves that curling rose, 
fillAocl gently murmur’d rounlthe sloping prows, 
j j il’he gallant fleet before the steady wind 
Ml Sweeps on, and leaves long foamy tracts -behind ; 

:! ■While.as they sail the joyful crew relate 
- Their wondrous safety from impending,fate ; 

SAnd every:.bbsonvfeels how sweet-the joy 
''yvA ! ^-b.eiij-'.:'d'fb : rtg-'ers'psusfe,---tlie.'- grateful,tongue employ. 

The sun had .now his annual journey run, 
h Ahti blazing fprfch..another course'-'begun, . 

-. When smoothly gliding o’er the hoary tide . 

Two sloops afar the watchful master spied 
-Their -Moorish make the: si anum's art display’d •-. 
•-•Here Gama weens to force the pilot's aid-: 

•’.One, base-with fear, to certain shipwreck flew ; . 

. The .herd dash'd on the.shoi'c, escap’d the crew. 

The-.other bravely.%*usfcs the gen'rous foe, 

■And yield?, rro slaughter struck the lifted blow, 

,-v,-Baviner--mentioned•. the : of the -Moorish pilot-., 

gmxaa.-.ib :■: TRex (ieiiido hominesmug-no eiuvi kiientio seai-hi? c 

« *«•*>'mb )itin» pccmumi nwtn ui muimnuu % it o dl 
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Ere Vulcan’s thunders bellow’d. Yet again 
The captain's prudence and bis wish were vain; 

No pilot, bore his wnnd’ring course to guide, 

No lip to tell where rolls the Indian, tide ; . . - - 

■The voyage calm,-or perilous,.or afar,- 
Beneath what heaven, or which the guiding star:.. 

Yet this they told, that by the neighb’rixig bay 
A. potent monarch reign’d, whose pious sway 
For truth and noblest bounty far renown’d, 

Still with the stranger's grateful praise was crown’d. 

O'er joyed, brave Gama heard the tale, which seal’d 
The sacred truth that Maia’s 1 son reveal’d ; 

And bids the pilot, warn’d by Heaven his guide, 

For fair 'Melinda 2 3 turn the helm aside. 

’Twas now the jovial season, when the morn. 

From Taurus flames, when Amalthea’s horn 
O’er hill and dale the rose-crown'd Flora pours, 

And scatters corn and wine, and fruits and flowers. 

Right to the port their course the fleet pursu’d, 

And the glad dawn that sacred day 5 renew’d, 

When, with the spoils of vanquish’d death adorn’d, 

To heaven the Victor 1 of the tomb return’d. 

And soon Melinda’s shore the sailors spy; ■ . ’ 

From .every mast the purple streamers fly; 

Rich-figurd tap’stry now supplies the sail. 

The gold and scarlet tremble in the gale;. i- 

The standard broad its brilliant hues, bewrays, 

And floating on the wind wide-billowing plays; 

Shrill through the air the quiv’ring trumpet sounds. 

And the rough drum the rousing march rebounds. 

As thus, regardful of the sacred day, 

The festive navy cut the wat’ry way, 

Melinda's sons the shore in thousands?*crowd, 

And, offering joyful welcome, shout aload: 

And truth, the voice inspir’d. Unaw’d by fear, . 

With warlike pomp adorn’d, himself sincere, 

1 Mercury. " '• 

- A city 'and kingdom of the same name on the east coast of 
: Africa. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ 6 .. ■: 

3 Ascension Day. 4 Jesus Christ. 
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Now In the port the gen’rous G-ama rides; 

His stately vessels range their pitchy sides 
Around their chief; the bowsprits nod the head, 

And the barb’d anchors gripe the harbour’s bed. 

(Straight to the king, as friends to gen Sons friends, 

\ captive Moor the valiant Gama sends. 

The Lushm lame, the king already knew, 

A'hat gulfs unknown the fleet had labour'd through, 

A but shelves, what tompesls dar'd. His liberal mind 
4 veils fhe captain's manly trust to find; 

A iih that ennobling worth, whose fond employ 
hdrieuds the brave, the monarch owns bis joy, 

: .bnfreats the .leader and his weary band 
, jf "> 1 1 -t' ! M dev s of sweet repose on land, 

! jijA.athall the -riches-nf his euitmr’d fields 
u k't'dhuii in the nod of Gamv yields. 

In: i-!:.:eLire. .meanwhile. their present--want attends, 
ti! vend, various- fowl,, a-nd-various fruits he sends ; 

! U he oxen low, the fleecy lambkins bleat, . 

; | ; s nd : rural sounds are echo’d through the fleet. 

:| o s- idii.s with joy the valiant--chief .receives, 

J . i <S oh i.-. in turn, ernfirming friendship, gives, 
i ' t it if proud scarlet darts its ardent rays, 

.,:|L-s\.(id, hem.the purple and the orange bla.ze ; . 

1 ti" profuse the branching coral spread, 

Thycoral 1 .wondrous in its wa fry bed : 
i 5 ft llaT'* it creeps, in curving Imauches thrown, 

} V: -arc it hardens to a precious, stone. 

■■--''A *t.b:-.those.a herald, ;on whose melting tongue 
.-!..r'.hc.-!.eopiuus-rhet'Orie ? -of.j4rabia-hung, :• 
v ie -semis. -L»s wants and purpose to reveal, 

/ nd il'dv sow* of lasting peace to seal. 

’ U ’ <em it> h amid Ids splendid bands, 

1 i' !•.■!( (he regal throne the herald stands, 

g .-W:. - A,;TPwcrt; rnd dnm:iia-gn(i. ^Mlyptocemr<(i.-Ufidi»y'- 

T Claw. 

£f* >t 'w-fo/m. rpM prihitu,) amtigit avyrs. 

sub undiis.:' T One. 

T 'Jj..u',w)( T#b irl < .aju,ib holt fcoual jam a- -jalltd m ihe 

c >rn nt.si «■ - Omit. 
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And thus, as eloquence his lips inspir'd, 

“ 0 king," he cries, “ for sacred truth admir’d, 

Ordain'd by heaven to bend tho stubborn knees 
Of haughtiest nations to thy just decrees-, 

Fear’d as thou art, yet sent by Heaven to prove ' 

That empire's strength results from public love.: >• 

To thee, 0 king, for friendly aid we come; 

Nor lawless robbers o’er the deep we roam : 

No lust of gold could e’er our breasts inflame 
To scatter Are and slaughter where we came ; . 

Nor sword, nor spear our harmless hands employ 
To seize the careless, or the weak destroy. 

At our most potent monarch’s dread command 
We spread the sail from lordly Europe’s strand ; 

Through seas unknown, through gulfs untried before, 
■We force our journey to the Indian shore. 

“ Alas, what rancour fires'the human breast! 

By what stern tribes are Afric’s shores-possess’d. 1- . 

How many a wile they tried,, how many a snare ! 

Not wisdom sav’d us, ’twas the Heaven's own care : 

Not harbours only, e’en the barren sands\ 

A place of rest denied our iveary bands :■•■■ 

From us, -alas, what harm could prudence fear! 

From us so few, their num’rous friends so Hoar ! : : . 

While thus, from shore to cruel shore long driven, 

To .thee conducted by a guide from heaven. 

We come. 0 monarch, of thy truth assur’d, 

Of hospitable rites by Heaven secur'd ; 

Such rites 1 as old Alcmous’ palace grac’d, . 

When ’lorn Ulysses sat his favour’d guest. 

Nor deem, 0 king, that cold Suspicion taints 
Our valiant leader, or his wish prevents; 

Great is our monarch, and his dread command 
To our ’wave captain interdicts the land 
Till Indian earth he tread. What nobler cause 
Than loyal faith can wake thy fond applause, 

O thou, who kxaowest tho ever-pressing weight 
Of kingly cilice, 2 and the cares of state ! 

■ 1 See the Eighth- Odyssey, etc, . , . 

: Castera's note on this place is so characteristic of a Frem 
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And hear, ye conscious heavens, if Gama’s heart 
Forget thy kindness, or from truth depart, 

The sacred light shall perish from the sun. 

He spoke; a murmur of applause succeeds, 

And each with wonder own’d the val’rous deeds 
Of that hold race, whose flowing vanes had wav’d 
Beneath so many a sky, so many an ocean brav’d. 
Nor less the king their loyal faith reveres, 

And Lisboa’s lord in awful state appears, 

Whose least command on farthest shores obey’d, 
His sovereign grandeur to the world display’d. 
Elate with joy, uprose the royal Moor, 

And smiling thus,—“ 0 welcome to my shore! 


man, that the reader will perhaps be pleased to see it transcribed. 

‘•Le I'oetc dit y " says lie. in the note. " Jem tie hey o oyi an. loi qut mis le 
metier cle Iioi. (The poet savs. thou who holiest the business ot o /am?-) 
I confess,’’ lie adds. “I found a stronsr inclination to translate this sen¬ 
tence literally. I find much nobleness m it. However. I submitted 
to the opinion ot some friends, who were afraid that the ears of 

It is true, nevertheless, that Royalty is a business. Ihihp II. of 
Spain was convinced of it. as we may discern from one oi his letters. 
Hallo, says he, we mu if nubam$ciilo, &c. I am so entunqled and eti- 
cninhered icith the multiplicity of business, that I halt- not a moment 
to myself. In truth, we hnys hold a laborious office (or trade); there 
is little reason to envy t«.” 


1 The propriety and artfulness of Homer’s speeches have been 
often and justly admired. Camnena is peculiarly happy in the same 
department of the Epnpasu. The speech of Gama’s toroid to the 


_ The assurances of the innocence, the purpose of the voyagers* 

and the greatness of their king, arc happily touched. The exclama¬ 
tion on the barbarous treatment they had experienced— u \ot wisdom 
saved us, but Heaven’s own care’’—are masterly insinuations. Tbeif 

passion: Alas! wlnit coutd they fear 1 ' etc., is reasoning joined with ■ 
pathos. That they wore ruminated to the King of SleUnda by 
Heaven, and were by Heaven assured of his truth, is a most delicate 
compliment, and in the true spirit of the epic poem. The apology 
for Gama’s refusal to come on shore is exceeding artful. It conveys 
a proof of the gr^itness of the Portuguese sovereign, and affords a 
compliment to loyalty, 


which could n< 


,o be acceptable to 
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?J yet in you ilie fear of treason dwell, 

lar irom.your.thoughts ill' ttngen’rous fear expel r 

Still with the brave, the bravo "will honour hud, 

And equal ardour will their friendship hind. 

But those who spurn’d you, men alone in show, '' 
Bade as the bestial herd, no worth they know ; 

Such dwell not here: and since your laws require 
Obedience strict, 1 yield my fond desire, 
though much I wish’d your chief to grace my board, 
1’a.ir be, his duty to his sov’reign Lord : ' 

Yet when the morn walks forth with dewy feet 
My barge shall waft me to the warlike .fleet; : ^ 

I here shall my longing 1 eyes the heroes view, ' 

And holy vows, the mutual peace renew. 

M hat from the blust’ring winds and length mino- tide 
J °ur ships have suffer’d, shall he here supplied! 

Arms and provisions I myself will send, d 
And, great of skill, a pilot shall attend.” 

So spoke the king: and now, with purpled rav, , 
Beneath the shining wave the god of day y 
: Retiring, left the evening shades to spread ■ . 1 

. ; ^-nd to the fleet the'joyful herald sped : 

To find such friends, each breast with rapture wlows 
The feast is kindled,.and the goblet flows ; & - 

The trembling comet’s imitated rays 1 ; ■ n, y 

Bound to the skies, and trail a sparkling blaze: ! 

The vaulting-bombs awake their sleeping fire^ V 
And, like the Cyclops’ bolts, to heaven aspire:. 

1 he bombardiers their roaring engines ply. : 

And earth and ocean thunder to t he sky, 

The trump and fife’s shrill clarion far around \7A ©' 
The glorious music of the Jigl.it resound; 

Nor less the joy Melinda’s sons display, ’ • 

The,sulphur bursts in many an ardent’ 1 rav, ..-AA 
And to the heaven ascends, 1 in Avhizzing gyres 
And ocean flames with, artificial fires. ° 

In festive Avar the sea and laud engage, 

And.echoing shouts confess the joyful rawe. 


. ! Rockets, 




So pass’d the night: and now, with silv’ry raj, 

The, star of morning ushers in the day. 

'l’he shadows fly before the roseate hours, 

And the chill dew hangs glitt’ring on the flowers. 
The priming-hook or humble spade to wield, 

The cheerful lab’rer hastens to the field; • 

When to the fleet, with many a sounding oar, 

The monarch sails: the natives crowd the shore: 
Their various robes in one bright splendour join, 

The purnle Waxes, and tlie gold stripes shine ; 

\nr a- stern waniors wiili the quiv'ring lance, 

Ur nuion-n,rob'd bow. "Melinda’s sons advance ; . , . 
d^Gfceh boughs of palrn with joyful hands they wave, 
t iViv omen of the meed that crowns the brave : 

[: Fair'was th e show the royal barge display’d, 

I- With many a flag of giist’ning silk array’d, 

•| ,,vv various lines, as waving thro the bay,, 
r B etnrn’d the lustre of the rising day 
1 dud, onward as they came, in,sovereign state 
' The-mighty-king .'amid his princes,sat: 

robes the pomp of Eastern splendour show, : 

: \-k- proud, tiara decks his lordly brow: . 

! dTm various: tissue shines in every fold, . 

AT be-silken..luktrh'and.the rays-.of gold. . 
dlis purple mantle boasts the dye of Tyre, 1 
A nd in the sunbeam glows with living fire..... 

P A uoldcm. chain, the skilful artist’s pride, 

liung from his neck: and gliUTing by his side 
h m daugc 1 -'* 5 hilt of stav-bught diamond shorn . 

The-girding baldric 2 burns with precious stone ; . 
And pi minus done in siiuls of gold enchas’d. 

Tm draggy veil el of his buskins grac'd : 

U i ,i on 'os luud of ’a' ous silks ndaid, 

■ A fan-•■umbrella. cast a grateful shade.. 

/ hand of meninl% bending o’er the prow, 

.Of horn wreath'd rfmnd tlTc cyooked trnmpels blow 
And < ,u ]) at^'uda.d. bargeytloud rebounds 
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With equal pomp the captain leaves the fleet, 

Melinda’s monarch on the tide to greet: ' 

His Largo nods oil amidst a. splendid,train,. y'yy'yyy:'- 
Himself adorn’d, in Gall the pride of Spain : 

With fair embroidery shone his armed breast, 

For polish’d steel supplied the warrior’s vest; 

His sleeves, beneath, were silk of paly blue, 

Above, more loose, the purple’s brightest line .- 
Hung as a scarf in equal gath’rings roll’d, 

With golden buttons and with loops of gold : ■ p . , ; 

Bright in the sun the polish’d radiance burns, 

And the dimin'd eyeball from the lustre turns. 

Of crimson satin, dazzling to behold, 

His cassock swell’d in many a curving fold; 

The make was Gallic, but the lively bloom - 

1 Confess’d the labour of Yenetia’s loom. 

Gold was bis sword, and warlike trousers lac’d 
With thongs of gold his manly legs embrac’d. ' 

With, graceful mien his cap aslant was turn’d. 

The velvet cap a nodding plume adorn’d. 

His nohle aspect, and, the laurple’s fay, 

Amidst his train the gallant chief bewray. . 

. The various vestments of the warrior train, . p 

Like flowers of various, colours' on the'plain,.. 

Attract the pleas’d beholder’s wond’ring eye, . 

And with the splendour of the rainbow vie. : : 

How Gama’s bands the qniv’ring trumpet blow, 

Thick o’er the wave the crowding barges row, . 

The Moorish flags the curling waters sweep, y 
The Lusian mortars thunder o’er the deep ; 

A gain the fiery roar heaven’s concave tears, 

The Moors astonished stop their wounded cars ; 

Again loud, thunders rattle o’er the hay, ; 

And clouds of smoke wide-rolling blot the day; 

The captain’s barge the gen’rous king ascends, : 

His arms the chief enfold, tlio captain bends, 

1 Camoens seems to have his eye, on'tlie.picture ,of Grama, which is 
thuF described. 'i>yf-Fdria('ij Soma: “ Ho is painted with :a /black, cap,: 
cloak, andhreeches edged with velvet-, all slashed,, through-' which, 
appears' the crimson lining, the doublet of crimson sipin, and over it 
his armour inlaid with gold. 5 ’ . - 
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i rcv'ivnce to the sccpterM grandeur due): 
a silent-awe the monarch’s wond’ring view — 

1 fix’d on Vasco's noble mien ; J the while 
Its .■.thoughts- -with wonder weigh the hero’s toil. . 
tiieem and friendship with his wonder rise, 
nd free to Gmia .all his kingdom lies, 
iliiough never son of Lusus’ race -before-. 

"•ila-d'nnji -his; byre,-.or trb.d ; M.elixida’s -shore 
;b him .familiar was the mighty- name, 

■■■and much his talk extols the Lusian fame.-; 
low through the/vast of Afrio’s wildest bound 
heir deathless feasts in gallant arms resound; 

\;H :en that fair land where-Hesper's offspring reign’d, 
i]hdr valour’s prize the Lusian.youth obtain’d, /■ 

| i ch still he talk’d, enraptiir’d of the theme, 
bu’ghbut the faint Tibrations of their fame: 
thim had echo’d. Pleas’d his .warmth to view, 

I ; ivinc’d his promise and .his heart were true, 

1 i illustrious Gama thus his soul express’d 
; : 1 own’d the joy that labour’d in his breast: 
fdi thou, benign, of all the tribes alone, ! 

K mo. feel the-rigour-of the burning zone, 

. Jibose piety, with Mercy’s gentle, eye • . 

’I olds our wants, and gives the wish’d supply, 

;ur navy driven from many a harh’rons coast, 

■ oi, many a teihpest-harrovv’d ocean toss’d, 

iv.'isi. with thee a, kindly refuge finds, , V 

xHife.-from hhe .-fury.-of the howling -winds. > • ■ 
m gen’rous Icing, may-He---whose mandate rolls 
.me circling heavens, -and;human pride controls, 

',av the Great.--Spirit to thy breast 'return" 

■ aa,t, needful aid. bestow’d, on us forlorni 
snd while yon sun emits his rays divine, 

od while che stars munidnight azure shine, ' 

-iliere’er my -sails- are -lijrotchkl the world around, 

;y praise shall brighten, and thy name resound.” 

The admiration.and friendship -of the Kin g of SiTelinda. so much 
A~Ud < '< hy Cuniof-ns, is a judjc.joon imitation of Virgil's Dido. In 
cashs, such preparation- was : necessary to introduce the hum 
< mdu. which hJkw. 
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He spoke; tlie painted barges swept the flood, 

Where, proudly gay, the anchor’d navy rode ; 

Earnest the king the lordly fleet surveys ; _... .. 

The mortars thunder, and the trumpets raise 
Their martial sounds Melinda’s sons to greet, 

Melinda’s sons with timbrels hail the fleet. 

And now, no more the sulphury tempest roars, y. V y ; . 
The boatmen leaning on the rested oars 

Breathe short; the barges now. at anchor moor'd, 

The king, while silence”listen’d round, implor’d 

The glories of the Lusian Avars to hear, 

Whose faintest echoes long had pleas’d his ear: 

Their varions triumphs on the Afrie shore 

O’er those who hold the son of Hagar’s lore 

Bond he demands, and now demands again I 

Their varions .'triumphs on. the western main .] 

Again, ere readiest answer found a place, j 

He asks the story of the Lusian ra.ee; 

What god was founder of the mighty line, 

Beneath what heaven their land, what .-shores, adjoin; . 
And what their climate, where, the sinking day 
Gives the last glimpse of twilight's silv’ry ray. , . . . i 

“But most, 0 chief,” the zealous monarch cries,, . '. -j 
“ What ragmg seas you brav’d, wha-tlow’ring skies;; ! 
What tribes, what rites you saw ; what savage bate 
On our rude Afrie prov’d your hapless fate: , 

Oh tell, for.lo, the 'chilly;dawning, star . i; 

Yet rides before the morning’s purple ca-r’; \ ; 

And o’er the wave the sun’s bold coursers raise 
Their flaming fronts, and give the opening blaze ; ; v 
Soft on the glassy wave the zephyrs -deep, 

' And the still billows holy, silence keep. . 

Hor less are we, undaunted chief, prepar’d 
To bear thv nation's gallant deeds declar’d; 

Iv or think,Aho’ scorch’d beneath. th6 ear. of day., . 

Our minds too dull the debt of praise to pay ; 

Melinda’s sons the test of greatness know, 

And on the Buy an race the palm bestow. 

1 The Moors, who are Mohammedans, disciples of the And 
: prophet, who .was descended fx'oixi' Ab^abam'^tlirqiigUf tlieAlme 



K Thau’s glarf brood with impious arms 
nook t i i ‘j 1' Oh nipius’ brow with rude alarms; 

H Tin and’ j’iriflmu:-, dat'd iinado 
T he d'^u;d j*n,'i-ni'8 <>j the Stygian shade, 

) of lev, V',ir giorv, nor your boldness less 
1 run thm, f >ijili>i'ii!<' M optima's lasl recess 
( 'Uiu miu In-, was' - and tempest*. If the thirst 
T * !i\i in fun:,;, though famed for deeds accnrs'd, 

Ih.uOi aroe flto raif.dr, who to win a name 
(.‘•Hi- (hijiih temple io Urn wasting flame: 1 
ii x'ifh t! i - - ardom to at lain renown, 
j (ow High! u‘\e lurtro of the hero’s crown, 
i \ ho-.- d>“ d" o} fair ouipmc his liononvs raise, 

, *' 1 in-, in'ow!-, hko thine, with deathless bays! ” 

I | : 'r/.'- ‘ku.'jus ifJTujdr of the goddess JDiaca at Ephesus.— Ed, 

' V '' ; V^V: 


£XI) OJ TJ1£ &EC0KD BOOK. 
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BOOK III. 


THE ARGUMENT. 

Gama, in reply to the lving of Melinda, describes tlie various. 
countries of Europe; narrates the rise of the Portuguese nation. His¬ 
tory of Portugal. Battle of Guimaraens. Egas offers himself with his . 
wife and family for the honour of his country. Alonzo pardons him. 
Battle pf Ouriqne.against, the Moors; great slaughter of the Moors. 
Alonzo proclaimed King of Portugal on the .battle-held of OiU'ique. 
At Badajoz. be is wounded and taken prisoner: resigns the kingdom 
to his son, Don Sanclio. Hearing that thirteen Moorish ; kings, headed 
by the Emperor of Morocco, were besieging Sanclio in Sahtarem,; lie 
hastens to deliver his son : gains a great battle, in which the.Moorish: 
'■Emperor is slain. Victories of Sanclio'.; capture.of Svlves from the 
the Moors, and of Till From the King of Leon. Conquest of Alcazar- 
do . Sul by Alfonso II. Deposition of Sancho II.. Is succeeded, by 
Alphonso III., tiie conqueror of Algarve; succeeded, by Dionysius... 
founder of the University of Coimbra. His son, Alfonso thO- Brave; 
Affecting story of tire fair Inez, who is crowned Queen of Portugal; 
after her assassination. - Don Pedro, her husband, rendered desperate: 
by the loss of his mistress, is succeeded by the w’eak, aud effeminate 
Ferdinand. His wife Eleonora, torn from the arms of her lawful; 
husband, dishonours Ms reign.: . 


O H now, Calliope, thy potent aid ! . 

"What to the king tk : illustrious Gama said 
Clothe in immortal verse. T7ith sacred fire 
i\ly breast, if e’er it. loved thy lore, inspire : 

So may the patron 1 of the healing art, 

Tire god of day to thee consign his heart;. 


Apollo. 
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From thee, the mother of his darling son, 1 
May never wand’ring thought to Daphne run : 

May never Chtia, nor Leucothoe’s pride 
Henceforth with thee his changeful love divide. 

: Then aid, G fairest nvinph, my fond desire, 

. yVnd. gi ve my verse the Lusian warlike fii'e: 

, Fir’d by the song, the list’ning world shall know 
a That Aganippe’s streams from Tagus flow. ; ; \ 

Oil, ltd no more the flowers of Pindus shine 
^(.dn thy fair hreast; or roiind thy temples twine : 

'■ in 'L\igo's banks a richer chaplet blows, 
i -And with the tuneful god my bosom glows : 

=; 1 feci, I feel the mighty power infuse, . 

| tel bathe-my ..spirit in Aonian 2 dews ! 

1 ; Xov, silence woo'd the illustrious chief’s reply, 
jjiAnd; keen attention watch’d on every eye; , 
j{S¥Ken:;stdw'iy/.ktvmng. with a modest grace, . . ; 

(IPhe noble Vasco rais’d his manly face; . 

I f nig In y king (he cries), at thy 3 command 

ij]he martial story of my native land 

1.1 tell : hut more : my doubtful heart had joy’d • 

Had other wars my praiseful lips employ’d. 

When men the 'honours of their; race commend, 
hi’Sse. doubts of strangers on the tale attend : .. 
i Met, .though, reluctance falter on my tongue, 

, : T1 tough day would fail a narrative so long, 
r.: ■ ! .lffeti: , --wcii : assur ! d---no. fiction’s glare can raise, 

Jr give my country's fame-a brighter praise; 

! G>fZ/op^.~The Muse of epic poesy, and ■■ mother of Orpheus. 

;, 1 fayshiif;, itaijrhter of-the river Peneus,- flyingfrom Apollo, was turned ■ 
y /tnib tlie'iaiii'tl.f'Clyiia was metamorphosed: into the'snu-flower,.and 
; , lif-urot.iioe.- who was hurled alive by her.: father for yielding to the 
: • solicitations of lApollcf was by lier'lover changed into an incense 

\ f nml.ini <.t buntta w.edjo the IMn^c* — Ld. 

• ' * The - prefaceto. the speech of Gama, and the -description'.' of 

1 Europe• which follows, are happy imitations of the manner of Homer. 
Witri*i ( iiinm-us th scribes cmtntiier, or musters a%t anny.it is aflet tin* 
‘•vamplr <t the gn at mode is ot antiquity . hj adding somt vhaiadi i- 
iitmd a utan. th.* ■•limat>‘ nr people, Jue render.-, his nitn.iuu: 
ph.,i.-'ing. pivturi.-sijue, utul poetical. 



Between that zone -where endless winter reigns 
And that where flaming heat consunies the plains ; ::, 
Array’d in green, beneath indulgent skies, :: 

The queen of arts and arms, fair Europe lies. 

Around her northern and her western shores, 
Throng'd with the finny race old ocean roars ; 

The midland sea, 1 where tide ne’er swell’d the waves, 
Her richest lawns, the southern border, laves. 

Against the rising morn, the nortlmiost bound 
The whirling Tanais 2 parts from Asian ground, 

As tumbling from the Scythian mountains cold 
Their crooked way the rapid waters hold 
To dull Mfeotis’ s lake. Her eastern line 
More to the south, the Phrygian waves confine: 

Those waves, which, black, with many a nav,y 5 bore 
The Grecian heroes to the Dardan shore; o 
'Where now the seaman, rapt in mournful joy, 
Explores in vain the sad remains of Troy. 

Wide to the north beneath the pole she spreads ; . 

Here piles of: mountains rear their rugged; heads, 

Here winds on winds in endless tempests roll. 

The valleys sigh,, the length’ning echoes howl. 

On the rude cliffs, with frosty spangles' grey, 

Weak as the twilight, gleams the solar ray; - 

Each, mountain’s breast with snows eternal, shines, :, 
The streams and seas eternal frost confines. : 

Here dwelt the num’rous Scythian tribes of old, 

A dreadful race ! by victor ne’er con troll'd. 

Whose pridemaintain’d that theirs the sacred earth, 
Hot that of Nile, which first gave man Ids birth. 

.Here dismal Lapland spreads a dreary wild, 

Here "Norway's wastes, where harvest never smil'd, 

. Whose groves of fir in glGorny hon’or frown, : . . 

Nod o'er the rocks, and to the tempest groan. 

Here Seandia’s dime her rugged shores extends, 

And, far projector, through the ocean bends ; . 

’ The Mediterranean.-. * The Don.— Ed. 3 The Sea of Azof.* 
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Whose sons’ dread footsteps jet Ausonia 1 wears, 

And yet proud Rome in mournful ruin bears. 

When summer bursts stem winter’s icy chain. 

Here the bold Swede, the Prussian, and the Dane 
Hoist the white sail and plough the foamy way, 

Cheer’d by whole months of one continual day: 

Between these shores and Tanais’ 2 rushing tide 
Livonia’s sons and Russia’s hordes reside. 

Stern as their clime the tribes, whose sires of yore 
‘ The name, far dreaded, of Sarmatians bore. 

Where, fam’d of old, tb’ Hercynian 3 forest lower'd. 

Oft seen in arms the Polish troops are pour’d 
Wide foraging the downs. The Saxon race, 

The Hungar dext’rons in the wild-boar chase, 

The various nations whom the Rhine’s cold wave 
The Elbe, Amasis, and the Danube lave, 

1 Italy. In the year 409 the city of Home was sacked, and Italy 
laid desolate by Alaric, king of the Gothic tribes. In mentioning this 

poets, who on every occasion bewail the outrage which the Goths and 
Vandals did to the arts and sciences. A complaint founded on 
ignorance. The Southern nations of Europe were sunk into the most 
contemptible degeneracy. The sciences, with every branch of manly 
' literature, were almost unknown. For near two centuries no poet of 
note had adorned the Roman empire. Those arts only, the abuse of 

of music and cookery, were passionately cultivated in all the refine¬ 
ments of effeminate abuse. The art of war was too laborious for their 
delicacy, and the, generous warmth of heroism and patriotism was 
incompatible with their effeminacy. On these despicable Sybarites * 
the North poured her brave and hardy sons, who, though ignorant of 
polite literature, wore possessed of ail the manly virtues in a high 
degree. Under their conquests Europe wore a new face, which, how¬ 
ever rude, was infinitely preferable to that which it had lately worn. 
And, however ignorance may talk of their barbarity, it is to them 
that England owes her constitution, which, as Montesquieu observes, 
they brought from the wootjs of Saxony. 

3 The river Don. 

* This was the name of an extensive threat in Germany. It exists 
now under different names, as the Bl<fck Forest, the Bohemian and the 
Thnringian Forest, the Hartz, etc.—Hi. 
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THE LFSIAD. 


Of various longues, for various princes known, 

Tlioir mighty lord the German emperor own. 

Between tho Danube and ilie lucid Udc 
mere hapless Bello left her name. 1 and died . 

.The dreadful god of battles’ kindred race,. : 

Deo-enerate now, possess the bills of 1 brace.. 

Mount Hawn ns 2 hero, and Rhodope renown d _ 

4nd proud Byzantium. 3 long with cwnpire uown o , 

Their ancient pride, their-ancient virtue lied, 

Low to the Turk now bend the servile head. ■ 

Here spread the Helds of warlike Macedon,^ 

WA here those happy lands where genius slione 
In all the arts, in all the Muses’ charms, 

In all the pride of elegance and anus,. _ -'/ ; r : . ’ i 

Which to the heavens resounded Grecia s name, 

. And left in every age a deathless fame. . .. .. J 

The stern Dalmatians till the neighb ring ground , j 

And whefe Anterior anchor'd in the sound 
Proud Venice, as a queen, majestic- towers, ; 

And o’er the trembling waves her thunder pours. ■ i 

•' For learniug glorious, glorious lor the sword,_ . | 

While Rome’s proud monarch reign’d the world s dread lor,., 

*•; Here Italy her beauteous landscapes shows ; . 1 

Around her sides his arms old ocean throws; , o p 

The dashing waves the ramparts aid supply ; 

The hoary Alps high tow’ring to the sky, 

From shore to shore a rugged barrier spread, 

And lower destruction on the hostile tread. . 

But now no more her hostile spirit burns, 

There now the saint, in humble vespers .mourns.. . 

To Heaven more grateful than the pride o~ war, 

And all the triumphs of. the victor's car. 

Onward fair Gallia opens to the view 

Her "roves of olive, and her vineyards blue : ) 

Wide spread her harvests o’er tho hdem- renown . , 

Where Julius 4 proudly’strodo with laurel crown d. 

: 1 The Hellespont, or Straits of the 

Sea . . 

S Now C-onstmdimii’ti-. 

* Julius Caisar. the conmoror of Gaul, ox 1< ranee.-EJ. 
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Here Seine, how fair when glist’ning to the moon ! 

Bolls his white wave, and hero the cold Garoon ; 

; AB.ere the deep Rhine the flow’ry margin laves, 

■And here the rapid .Rhone impervious raves. 

.Here the gruff mountains, faithless to the vows 
C'f lo-T Pyrene 1 rear their cloudy brows; 

VGience, when of old the flames 1 heir woods devour’d, 
Streams of red gold and melted salver pour’d. 

Anri m.’.v, as head ut all the lordly train 
AOf Europe’s realms, appears illustrious Spain., 

A las. \\ hat various fortune:-, has she known ! , 

Yet ever did her pons her wrongs atone : 
w Short was the triumph of her haughty foes, 
yArid still with fairer bloom, her honours rose. 
d||P here, lock’d, with land,! the struggling currents boil 
i i ant’d for the godlike Theban's latest toil." ' 
ii-ramsb one coast . 1 the Pnmc strand extends, 
round. her breast the midland ocean bends/ A 

: ! round her'.shores, two various oceans swell, 

| p ud . various mxtiops in hex'.bosom dwell, 
itjclt deeds of valour dignify their names, 
paehutbglmipmal'-righfc'of. bqn'pur claims. 
fw.roud Aragon, who twice her standard rear’d 
' i|n;conqner‘tl. Eanles.; and for art rever’d. 

■. :rinlieia’s:prudent sons ; the fierce.Navarre, 

.. -And die far dreaded in the Moorish Avar; 

-.fhe hold ■••Asturian ;• .nor .-Sevilia’s race, 

; hfor .thiiie. Granada. chum the second place. : 
o,( »he lu roes who command the plain 
:;By .Betis' water’d ; hertr the pride of .Spain, a 

.the vtnvx-jnf lost'-Pyrene, etc,—She was daughter to 
x 8e.vr».x* a hlnjfoi Spain.and concubine to Hercules.. Havhisr wandered 
i • ■> 0-Mi nw ]r,vri,-!)f \ia destiopwl bv wild l.fa-t-, on o;u* ot 
‘i.;!. nut nr- i\hn !i 1 < a* lua name 

l ! d r 4 I. tis itd.h to oopi hi<- hi)OU!« .(ju’ U< d ih< 

* i ’0 mi'-* f ln< and Mali the one m Spun tuc otiar i i 
-jji. i>r«.fw tn njwru, euiud tor the 1 wisent, of cojiiiinnc.o: on-which 
■hs;-.;md.formed -the■•Mudim'rraheuri, -tin: Bvaean,- Aiul 
.])].; twin »RRiTihuiii-j Ahvlu.mid (,.%tpc Mfie hnowu■ to 
li" '■! 'I'l’W hv the ntnin* “I tin i’ilbm. of Itescnh^. -S< o CV.yV 

' Frkijn>hi(K • A ■ Ai/AA;;'-, ; A ■;■: a ..A ; r; A; ; . 

■ ; * : lf}.u)'.i‘;yt'.r titj,v.l;iiiiinvir ; iss ArnlsiCj h’.i' {/reat r/vrr. — J'd. 
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The brave Castilian pauses o’er liis sword, 

His country’s dread. deliverer and lord. 

Proud o’er -theTest, with splendid wealth array’d, 

As crown to this wide empire, Europe’s head, 

■Pair Lusitania smiles, the western bound, 

Whose verdant breast the rolling waves surround, 
Where gentle evening pours her lambent ray, 

The last pale gleaming of departing, day ; 

This, this, 0 mighty king, the sacred earth, 

This the loved parent-soil that gave me birth. 

And oh, would bounteous Heaven my prayer regard. 
And fair success my perilous toils reward. 

May that dear land my latest breath receive, 

And give my weary bones a peaceful grave. 

Sublime tbe honours of my native land, 

And high in Heaven’s regard her heroes stand ; 

By Heaven’s decree ’fcwas theirs the first to quell 
The Moorish tyrants,, and, from Spain expel; 

Hor could their burning wilds: conceal their-flight, . 
Their burning wilds confess’d the Lusian might. ' 
From Lnsus famed, whose honour'd name we bear,. 
(The son of Bacchus or the bold compeer), 

The glorious name of Lusitania rose, 

A name tremendous to the Roman foes. 

When her bold troops the valiant shepherd 1 , led* \ 
And foul with rout the Roman eagles- fled; _ ; v 

When haughty Rome achiev’d the treach’rdus blow,V V 
That own’d her terror of the matchless foe. 2 ■ A - . 
But. when no more her Viriatus fought. 

. Age after age her deeper thraldom brought •! 

Her broken sons by ruthless tyrants spurn’d,- 
Her vineyards languish’d, and her pastures mourn’d ; 
Till time revolving rais’d her drooping head, 

And o’er the wonuTing world her eoneuosfs spread. 
Thus rose her power: thedands of lordly Spain 
Were now the bravo Alonzo's'wide domain ; 

Groat were his honours in the blood}* light, 

And Fame proclaim'd him champion of the right. 

' Yin'alus.—See the note on Boole I. p. 9. 
s The assassination of Viriatus - -See the note on Book I. p. 9. 









To him arc given the fields where Tagus flows, | 

And the glad king his daughter’s hand bestows ; | 

The fair Teresa shines his blooming bride, . J 

And owns her father's love, and Henry’s pride. | 

With her. besides, the sire confirms in dower 
Whate’er his sword might rescue from the Moor; 

And soon on Hagar’s race 1 the hero pours 
His warlike fury—soon the vanquish'd Moors 
To him far round the neighb’ring lands resign, 

And Heaven rewards him with a glorious line. 

To him is born, Heaven’s gift, a gallant son, 

The glorious founder of the Lusian throne. 

Kor Spain's wide lands alone his deeds attest. 

Deliver’d Judah Henry's might 2 confess’d 
On Jordan’s bank the victor-hero strode, i :> 

Whose hallow'd waters bath'd the Saviour-God; I 

And Salem’s 0 gate her open folds display'd, ; 

■When Godfrey 1 conquer'd by the hero’s aid. 

- clearest and most probable account of him is in the cluonicieof Flea • 
wherein is preserved a fragment of .French'history, written.'bv. .s 
Benedictine monk in the beginning of the twelfth century, and ,in r 
tune of Count Henry. By this if. appears, that he was a younger * J, 
of Henry, the only sonof -Robert, the first .duke of Burgundy,-w-.i) i; 
was a vo’inigcr brother of Henry I. of France. Fanshaw having an* | 
. to this’history, has taken the unwarrantable, liberty to alter the fact a [; 
-.."mentioned. by his author. s. jit 

■Amongst these Henry, sait.h the- Imlnry, .? ^ , •• 

■ , A younger mn of France, and a brave jirince, 

llad Portugal in lot .-—- . ■. ' V . - h 

And (he same Jang did his own daughter tie . : .’ J 

. To him in wedlock, to infer from thence . . . * :J 

JTis firmer love. * ; vf! 

Nor arc the historians agreed on the.birth of Donna'Teresa;- the ispotm 
of Count Henry. Brandam, and other. .Portuguese, historians, an- -an 
great pains to prove she was the-- legitimate -(laughter.of\ Alonzo:um ■,{ 
the beautiful Ximeim rlo Guzman, But it, appears from the . muff* ’ 
authentic chronicle- of Floury* that Ximena was only, his -..concubntq ; 
And it is evident from all fhe historians, that Dotma. Grruca; tii 
heiress of her father's kingdom, was younger than her half-sister, tl) , 
wife of Count Henry. 

1 The Mohammedan Arabs. 

" ■ Deliver'd Juaah lienrfis might confess'd .—-His expedition - to it 
Holy Land is meiUimierl by some monkish writers, but from the otlsO 
pas ts of his history it is highly improbable. 

■’Jerusalem. 1 Godfrey of Bouillon. 
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’Twas rage of love, 0 Scylla, urged the knife 1 [ 

That robb’d thy father of Ids fated life; ■ . k 

Here grosser rage the mother’s breast inflames, ! 

And at her guiltless son the vengeance aims, j 

But aims in vain ; her slaughter’d forces yield, j 

And the brave youth rides victor o’er the held. j 

Ho more his subjects lift the thirsty sword, . > 

And the glad realm proclaims the .youthful lord. I, 

But ah, how wild the noblest tempers ran ! ! 

His filial duty now forsakes the son; , . , . . i 

Secluded from the day, in clanking chains j 

His rage the parent’s aged limbs constrains. .• ; 

Heaven frown’d—Dark vengeance lowering on his brows, r 
And sheath'd in brass, the proud Castilian rose, 

Resolv’d the rigour to his daughter shown 
The battle should avenge, and blood atone. j 

A numerous host against the prince he sped, j • 

The valiant prince Ids little army led : ... f 

Dire was the shock ; the deep-riven helms resound, 

And foes with foes lie grappling on the ground. < 

Yet, though around the stripling’s sacred head < 

By angel hands etherial shields were spread ; . . \ 

. Though glorious .triumph on his valour smiled, ■ f 

’ Soon on his van the baffled foe. recoil’d: f | ’ 

"With bands more num’rous to the field lie came, 

His proud heart burning with the rage of shame. . v, I 
And now in turn Gui maria’s “ lofty wall,. 1 

That saw his triumph, saw the hero fall; ; a; 

Within the town immured, distress’d he lay, 

To stern Castilia’s. sword a. certain prey. f 

When now the guardian of his infant years, 

The valiant Egas, as a god appears ; ,.t.W 

To proud Castile the suppliant noble bows,' 

And faithful homage for his prince lie vows. 

1 The Scylla here alluded to-was,'according to fable, the .daughter \ 
of Nis.us, king of Megara, who had a purple lock, in which lay the late'; 
.of his .kingdom. Minos of Crete‘made war. against ■him; tor whom 
Scvlla conceived so violent.a passion, that she cut oil .the httat lock, 
while her father slept Minos on this Was victorious, but. rejected the 
love of the unnatural •/daughter, Who) in, despair flung heiself from; a'.: 
frock, and. in the fall waschanged into a lark. : . ;;k : . 

■ - Guimaraens. the scene oi a famous battle.— Ed. 
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Tin-* proud Castile accepts his honour’d faith. 

And peace succeeds the dreadful scenes of death. 

Ym, well, alas the generous ligas knew 

His higli-S'.ulM prince to man would never sue : 

YY’nuld. never stoop to brook the servile .stain, . 
fo in,id a borrow Vl, a dependent reign. 

\iA now r, iih gloomy aspect rose the day, 

Oeerc'id fche. piiahted servile, rights to pay,. ... 

; When Egas, to redeem his faith’s, disgrace, - • ■;... 

{),.votes himself, Ids spouse, and infant race, 
dn troWns dh white, as sentenced felons clad, 

AVhhn to the stn.-ke.-the sons of guilt are led, 

With feH, unshod they slowly moved along, 

,1 i ,n, 11 ■ n me!;* ihe knotted halters hung. 

.wyyj now-. 0 king,” the kneeling Egas cries, 
i! ■“"Uyi.nTd-mv.: per jured honour’s sacrifice : 
f Tf spell mean victims can atone thine ire, 
j ' hi j,i a ujfe, my 1 idhes, myself expire. 
i| Tf pv-inh-eus hosoins such, revenge can take, 

I i-(We let-thorn perish for the father's sake : 

H my. p-v'ilty tongue, the guilty hands are these, 

,, •,(<r lot a common leaih thy wrath appease; 

|i|- uy -Hi all-the rage .of torture bury . 
j Mot to nry prince, thy son, in friendship.turn.” -... ‘ 

‘ ; JT.v s poke, and bow’dhis-.prostrate body low,, 
y. who »-aits the lifted sabre’s blow ; 

Vvhpn o’er the block Ida languid arms are spread, 

, " i m p u. lorota -v d, whelms the heart with dn ad : 
s:, Y ..igaf. u Tender-Abus m. humbled state, . . 

- iirm hr- loyally, his zeal so groat, _ 

, ] ( Ahm'i I,indh d ue subdu’d, 

\;,d. d=. ••!!..lit, joy, ike monarch stood: 

: 'f''ho : Ag;ukotKc* himd,Vud sheath’d the hostile sword, 

An 1 . th such honour honour’d pea no 1 restor’d. 

Oh !. i.rnn full ! >b ’/"'tl, beyond compare ! 

\V!uw 11 tin- crop > i‘ emild the Persian chtrc, 

( S< u.c tii'M " iiiti-s having minted tVa story V'Espn'-wltl. “Alt this 
( v , t u n ( inf mi i lint ii 1 we no sui luuit u i 1 * n U 
ttUirii- Mj.P lhtn*r. ant y liuth ol it true.” 
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Whose prince in tears, to - view, his mangled woe, 

Forgot the joy for Babylon's 1 o'ert-hrowi ■• 

And now the youthful hero shines in arms,. :. 

The banks of Tagus echo war’s alarms : 

O’er Onrique’s wide campaign bis ensigns wave, 

And the proud Saracen to combat brave. 

Though prudence might arraign his fiery rage 
That dar’d with one, each hundred spears engage, ■- 
In Heaven's protecting care his courage, lies, 

And Heaven, his friend, superior force supplies. 

Five Moorish kings against him march along, , 

I.smar the noblest of the armed throng ; > 

Yet each brave monarch claim’d the soldier’s name, 

And far o’er many a land was known to fame. 

In all the beauteous glow of blooming years 2 
Beside each king a warrior nymph appeal's ; .5 f 

Each with her sword her valiant lover, guards, \ ; 

With smiles inspires him, and with smiles rewards.. ' * 

Such was the valour of the beauteous maid, 3 
Whose warlike arm proud Ilion’s 4 fate delay’d. 

Such in the field the 'virgin warriors 6 shone, 

Y* ho drank the limpid wave of Thermo don/* 

’Twas morn’s still hour, before the dawning grey ,..y’: 
The stars’ bright twinkling radiance died 'away, / A 

1 When Darius laid siege to Babylon, ;ono of' his . lords,, nand 
-Zopyrus, having cut offiiis own nose and ears,.persuaded the enemy i ist 
he had received these .indignities, from the cruelty of.Ms nmski-:. 
Being appointed to a chief command in Babylon, he betrayed the eiy •• 
to Darius.—Yid. ..hisiin’s History. . ' /./ 

"•••• 5 Spanish and Portuguese histories afford several instances of dA 
Moorish chiefs -being attended in the field of battle by their mistressa 
and of.the romantic gallantry add Amazonian courage of',these Imlii. 

.? Penthesilea, queen of the Amazons, who, after havingisignalkt/ 
her valour at the siege of.Troy, was killed by Achilles. ... . / i. 

The Greek name of Troy.— Ed.. ' A-A The Amazons./ 

6 Thermodon, a river of Scythia in the coxnitfy of the Aniazons. 

■QuoIch Thrclciat c.um jlumina T'hermorlontvt 
'j’hfe'dnt et~-pict:is 'hellanlur^Awnzoniif ftrftifs'r-A."-" 

■:Seu eirema Ihppohiieu, *eu cum sc Martin curru - 

. • PeiUhanilea rc/uH':.-im'gnoqne uhiiaute. tuviuliu .'■■■ , /A.! 

Fcnuinea cAfultant huuiti* ai/minn Yiifi. Ain. xi. 053. ■ 
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Thus, on the Moors the hero rush’d along, , - 

Tli* astonish'd Moors in wild confusion throng : 

They snatch their arms, the hasty trumpet, so unds, 

With horrid yell the dread alarm rebounds; : 

The warlike tumult maddens o'er the plain. 

As when the flame devours the bearded grain : ; 

The nightly flames the whistling winds Inspire, . V t ]■ : 
Fierce through the braky thicket pours the fire : h 

Hous’d by the crackling of the mounting blaze . r 

From sleep the shepherds start in wild amaze; ; 

They snatch tlieir clothes with many a woeful cry, 

And, scatter’d, devious to the mountains fly : ;■- 

Such sudden dread the trembling Moors alarms, . . h- : 

Wild and confused, they snatch the nearest arms . 

Yet flight they scorn,.and,'eager to engage, . j ; \ 

’They spur their foamy steeds, and trnsl their furious rag 
Amidst the horror of the headlong shock, ' . / ! 

■With foot unshaken .as the living rock 
Stands the bold Lusian firm; the purple wounds .. ; 

G-ush horrible ; deep, groaning rage resounds ; 

.Reeking behind the Moorish backs appear „• f : , 

The shining point of many a Lusian spear . i 

The mailcoats, hauberks, 1 and the harness steel’d,.. v ]. 
Bruis’d, hack’d, and torn, lie scatter’d o’er the field; . ■ ( | 
Beneath the Lusian sweeny force o’erthrown, : - 

Crush’d by their batter’d mails the wounded groan ; 
Buiming with thirst they draw their panting breath, 

And curse their prophet 2 as they writhe in death. ^ f. 
Arms sever’d from the trunks still grasp the steel, 3 •■■■•:• 

Heads gasping roll : the fighting, squadrons reel; * 

Faintv and weak with languid arms they close, 

: And-stagg’rrug, grapple with the stagg'ring foes. 

1 A shirt of mail, formed of small iron rin "°. " Mohaum! 

. ■' * There is a passage in Xenophon, upd'm which perhaps Gamoli- ■ 
••'had llis eye. Errei oe i) udy;7i, 7rap?jv. ISelv. -rt}:' p.w aluws:- 

■ Tretpopuevnv. &c. ‘A\hen the obattie was- over, •.oncvmighfc Imho: r.'. 
through the whole extent of the field the .ground purpled with hloiyff 
the bodies of frioyyls and enemies stretched over each other,.the.skiekw-n 
pierced, the spears ■broken,.and the drawn swords, some scattered on 
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Three days encamp'd. to vest, his weary train. 

Whose dauntless valour drove the Honrs from Spain. 

.And now, in honour of the glorious day, 

AVlien five proud monarchs fell, his vanquish d prey, . 

On his broad buckler, ■unadorn’d before, 

Placed as a cross, five azure shields he.wore, 

In grateful memory of the lieav’nly si<rn, i 

The pledge of conquest by the aid divine. j 

Nor long his falchion in the scabba,rd slept, • ! 

His warlike arm increasing laurels reap’d':. i 

Emm Leyra’s walls the baffled Ismar flics, ! 

And strong Arroncha falls Iris conquer'd prize ; i 

That honour’d town, through whose Elysian groves 
Thy smooth and limpid wave, 0 Tagus, roves. I < 

Th’ illustrious Santarene confess’d his power. . 

And vanquish’d Mafra yields her proudest tower. : i 

The Lunar mountains saw his troops display 
Their marching banners and their brave array : . : 

To him submits fair Cintra’s cold domain, . 

The soothing refuge of the Naiad train. 

•When Love’s sweet snares the pining nymphs would shut : 
Alas, in vain, from warmer climes they run : 

The cooling shades awake the young desires, 

And the cold fountains cherisli love’s soft, fires. ; ;; I; 

And thou, famed Lisbon, whose embattled wall 
Rose by the hand that wrought proud Ilion’s 1 fall ; * - i 
Thou queen of cities, whom the seas obey, 

Thy dreaded ramparts own'd the hero’s sway. 

Ear from the north a warlike navy bore 

From Elbe, from Rhine, and Albion’s misty “ shove ; 

which the story of the vision is related upon his majesty's oath. ■ Tin ;.. 
Spanish critics, however, have discovered ninny.'inconsistencieskE 
They find-the language intermixed with phrases not then-iii ■nsn-i/fnioa 
it bears the date of the j( :u of our I.oid. Vf a time uhuu ilntf ora li , 
not been introduced into Spain. 

1 'Troy. ' ' . 

2 The tradition, that Lisbon v,us built l>y Ulysses., and thenivk: 
•/.called: Olympqlis, ns common as. and of equal authority, with, thaw 

which say», that, Bmte landed a colony of Trojans m England, aim-; 
gave the,name OfBritannia to the island. w. ; V 
• \ 3 The .conquest of Lisbon was of the utmost,: importance to: tiul 
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i] *n*>h fre mllira ou hor rnniiifubi’s height, 
n<! sfji 'm-t-d I/'mmbra cm ns tlic hero's might. 

,) 1 th«tdunf < ord'cs? VI his happy star, 
anur fated doom ■produc’d a nobler war. 

‘‘ ’ <’ i g. :• bi.iighf\ idoor. beheld 
f '• 'i ^ 1 < t ’o, . fid h idfd to ihc held, 
uki.!' thousand coursers in his army neigh’d, 

•ii ■ cndr bd ifpear-' his infantry display’d ; 

.■'fc..’udiy. they ..march d, and glorious to behold, 

’ M h'i of >U\ ‘•horn >nd plates of gold. 

-!c»,ug a. aiH.iin.dain’s- side secure they trod, 

' \ hand, .and rugged was the road : 
i!!, whose hi stf.ii 1 veins betray 
ig.tunin'ltbf inspiring May.; 
agcnviUi fiercest a-rdottr glows, 
diauc i.be fragrant heifer lows, 
ynce, Ins-jealous burning eye : 
les»-traveller wander -by. 

1 beHovvifig on the; wretch he : flies, 
denceiess, torn and- trampled dies. 
n >'0 on the gaudy train, 
cii'i'i ei • o t idio mangled slain ; 
nr precipitates in flight, 

■.echoes with the wild affright 
l>i.,.jut;: . down. then-.arms iuev throw, 
ii rdnk to : rock to shun the. foe. 



ielory. pursues. 
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* 0 ' TCB bef ° re L >'™" WI, 

III ra '" 1Jart Ms arms ropel1 

f , “"*“»•*,»*■« owns bin, ' fWl ’ 

A A Ion-os-,-edras bends beneath bis sn-ord ■ 

Ob,dos humbles, and AJmh,„ w violds ’ 

Wiios 1 ?" ia, “ M,,S fOT 1 '“' V,,rli; ' a 't field’s. 

Whose murm rim? riv’lets r.] lfV „, ei,,, + ' ' ,, . 

As tbe tm „. atcrs „ v 

Si «™ ! ' e r,’,“ nd ■' Io n ,Ira ’ s fa-rtilo dale's. 

TV S tillage, and Alcazar’s vales ‘ 

S ot l or him ^ tbo Moorish peasant , ow - 
3’°r Lnsum hands the yellow WvosJ Xws - 
And yon dnir lawns, beyond the Tacts’ wave 
I°; ir ^.burdens for Alonz<, save : ’ 

Ad vtl JliVSiSinf “ -™»'««'» "'Olaim. 

. » iatl Alleys had their monarch’s name. ' 

rho T Mle 1,10 «>'■'™<rn wars • 

sS3£Ssa;«A-" 

Jtvora's frownincr wallo; now shal-r '• f 

And yield obedient to GiroM,!^,*!,. ’ 

2y.n rests the monarch while his J>wW 0 + •’ 

Around him still increasing trophies smdo ’ 

Aud deathless fame repays"the hapless fate 

P^ d fn* 0 ’- JlllInajl Jife so short a date & 

Urmd Beja s castled walls hi, fury „orms 
And one red slaughter every lane deforms’ 

T_he ghosts, whose mnnrr] cc } rH , ‘ ‘ , 

Heap'd. &ad Tmncoso’s street^! , fn S car^lflc^ , roj]^} 00 

A nr T S ’I 1 ti- Tcn 8' eauc c rff their shino4cr see ’ 

And hail th- indignant kings*severe decree ’ 

A.D. 1510. 1 J itpa*rcd by Jolm lit of JL’ouugal m 
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He rushes, glorying in his wonted force, 

And spurs, with headlong rage, his furious horse; 

The combat burns, the snorting courser bounds, 

And paws impetuous by the iron mounds ; 

O’er gasping foes and sounding bucklers'-trod 
The raging steed, and headlong as he rode 
Hash’d the fierce monarch on a rampire bar— 

Low grovelling in the dust, the pride of war, 

The great Alonzo lies. The captive's fate 
Succeeds, alas, the pomp of regal state. 

‘‘ Let iron dash his limbs,” his mother cried, 

“ And steel revenge my chains : ” she spoke, and died ; 

And Heaven assented-—How the hour was come, 

And the dire curse was fallen Alonzo’s doom.' 

Ho more, 0 Pompey, of thy fate^bomplain, 

Ho more with sorrow'view thy glory’s.stain : 

Though thy tall standards tower’d with lordly pride 
Where northern Phasis 1 2 rolls' his icy tide ; v 
Though hot Syeue, 8 where the sun’s.-fierce ray ■ 

Begets no shadow^ own’d thy conqu’ring sway ; 

Though from the tribes that shiver in the g;ieam 

Of cold Bootes’; wat’ry glist’ning team; -y y-k ’ 

To those who-parch'd beneath the burning line, 

In fragrant shades their feeble limbs recline, 

The various languages proclaim’d thy fame, / PyP- 

And trembling, own’d the terrors of "thy name; 

1 As already observed, there is no authentic proof, that T>on 
■ Alonzo used such severity to his mother as.to put her hi"chains. 
Bruneian says it was reported that Don Alonzo was born with .both ins 
legs growing together, and that lie was cured by the prayers of hi.4 
tutor, Egas Nunio. Legendary as this may appear, this however is. 
deducihle Lorn it, that from his birth there was something amiss : 
about his legs. When.he was prisonor.-tohis son-indaW, Don .Fernando, 
king of Leon, he recovered his liberty-ere his leg, which was fractured 
in the battle, was restored, on condition that as soon as he was able to 
mount oil’horseback,'he slionid come, to Leon, and in person Ho homage 
for his dominions. This condition, so contrary to his .coronation 
agreement, ho found means ton-void. Ho ever after affected to drive.', 
in a.calash-, and Would never mount on horseback more. . The supersti¬ 
tious of. those days ascribed this infirmity to the curses of hia mother. 

" Pha s is. —A river of Lolchis. : 

2 A frontier town on the Nile, bordering on Nubia, 
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Though rich Arabia, and Sarmatia bold, 

And Colchis. 1 famous for the fleece of gold; 

, Though Judah’s land, whose sacred rites implor’d 
The One true (rod, and, as he taught, ador d; 
Though Cappadocia’s realm thy mandate sway’d, 
And base Sophenia’s sons thy nod obey’d ; 

Though vex'd Cilicia’s pirates wore thy bands, 

And those who cultur’d fair Armenia’s lands, 

1 : Where from the sacred mount two rivers flow, 

, And what was Eden to the pilgrim show ; 

. Though from the vast Atlantic’s bounding wave 
1 To "where the northern tempests howl and rave • 

. : Hound Taurus’ lofty brows: though vast and wide 
’Hj> The'-wavious .-climes that bended to thy pride; 
j; Mo more with: pining anguish of regret 
I Cowan the horrors of r’harsalia’s fate: 
i] .Cor grefit’Alonzo, whose superior name 
j‘ UiiequalTdwictorics consign to fame, ;• 

: [; Tlie great AJohzO tell—--lihe thine his woe; 

; '■ Crom nuptial kindred came the fatal blow. 

!. When now the hero, humbled in the dust, _ 

- ii ! flis crime aton’d, confess’d that Heaven was just, 
Ac a in in splendour he the throne ascends : 
imun hio bon the Moorish chieftain bends. 

' Wub round tli’ embattl’d gates of Sautareen 
Tlmir shining spears and banner'd moons arc seen. 
Jj.it holy rib's the pious king preferr'd; 

'i'he uiarivr’s hones on Vincent’s Cape interred 
, H <- '•aint'd name the Cape shall ever hear), 2 
to Lisbon's nails lie brought with votive care. 

\ud now the monarch, old and feeble grown, 

Ucs ; ems He falchion to his valiant sou. 

OVr"j'iigns’ waves the youthful hero pass’d, 

And bleeding hosts before him shrunk aghast. 
Chok’d with the slain, with Moorish carnage dy’d, 
n.'vili'hs river roll’d the purplctide. 


j A country of Asia Minor bordering on tin 

^:-h- d i-/ : dh'.' wh: 

-7'w /iunnut ljtfaribus nytriXj 

AJUruam uioruu* fa mam, Caieta di’dieti- ■ \ Htu. 


} black 
ii. vii. 
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Burning lor victory, the -warlike boy 
Spares not a day to thoughtless rest or joy. , 

Nor long his wish, tmsatisfied remains: . 

With the besiegers’ gore he dyes the plains 
That circle Beta’s wall: yet still unlam’d, 

With all the fierceness of despair inflam’d, 

The raging Moor collects his distant might; 

Wide from the shores of Atlas’ starry height, 

From Amplielusia’s cape, and Tingia’s 1 hay, 

Where stern Antseus held his : brutal sway, 

The Mauritanian trumpet sounds to arms; 

And Juba’s realm returns the hoarse alarms; = 

The swarthy tribes in burnish’d armour shine, 

Their warlike march Abyla’s shepherds join. . 

The great Miramolin 2 on Tagus’ shores 

Far o’er the coast his banner’d thousands pours.; v , 

Twelve kings and one beneath. his ensigns stand, .:, 

And wield their sabres at his dread command. 

The plund’ring bands far round the region haste, . 

The mournful region lies a naked waste. 

And now, enclos’d in Santareen’s high towers, . 

The brave Don Sancho shuns th’ unequal powers ; 

A,thousand arts the furious Moor pursues, 

And ceaseless, still the fierce assault renews. 

Huge clefts of rock, from horrid engiues whirl’d, 

In smould’ring volleys on the town are hurl’d; 

The brazen rams the lofty .turrets shake, 

And, mined beneath, the deep foundations quake; 

But brave Alonzo’s son, as danger grows, 

His pride inflam’d, with rising courage glows ; 

Each coming storm of missile darts he wards, 

Each nodding turret, and each port he guards. 

In that fair city, round whose verdant meads 
The branching river of Mondego 3 spreads. 

Long worn with warlike,toils, and bent .with years, 

The king reposed; when Saficho’s fate he hears. 

1 i.e. Tangicr.s, opposite to Gibraltar.— Ed. 

2 This should,- he. Emir el Moumencen, i.c., Commander o^. tha 
'Faithful.— Ed. o 

3 The Mondego is the largest- river having its rise within tho 
kingdom of Portugal and entering no other state.— Ed. 
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]-\U limbi forget the feeble steps of age, 

/\nd !>•(.- boar warrior burns with youthful rage. 

] fis daring vet’runs, long to conquest train’d, 

] h> ground with Moorish blood is stain’d; 

V Urbans, and robes of various colours wrought, 

„\nd shher’d spears in streaming carnage float. 

} u harness ga\ lies many a welt’ring steed, 

in dust, the groaning masters bleed, 
gi s'proud 'Mirarool'in 1 in liorror fled j 

h'.rjobo’s javelin stretch’d him with the dead. 

; > -wild dj^mriv, and torn with gushing wounds, 

\ b, widr scatter d, fly the Lusian hounds, 

i i,c>b- looj.ls io heaven the joyful victors raise, 

| .1 r;T(M -- voice resounds the song of praise: 

p it. stumbling chance, nor human might; , 

m ?■' *Twbfc ; guardian Heaven,” they sung, “ that ruled , the 

h -Tbh blissful day-'Alonzo’s'-glories crown’d; 

JitibT'fiic d)B'' j apo now gave the secret wound; ■ 

, J, - if*v hand his feeble limbs invades, 

[ t .-. ; p.ojx.p- languor throned bis v’tals spreads, 
t h -'ii L f h>ri-.n/s monarch to the tomb descends, 

A fi'bjonw grief the funeral torch attends. ■■ 
i r ,-‘i ’AUnii'-g shore for thee, Alonzo. 2 mourns. 
a i „ .Jon!-, i '.oh v.oeiul bay returns ; 

hm- thee the-rivers sigh their groves among, 

■'Atut Innr-ralr?inrruurs wniling, roll along; 

T* f ir \t"J ug n r.r-« ohvflow the wide campaign; 

V> ,{■ fa r. h- el f07 thee, the yellow gram, 

« y., n,w ! '-h -No* (la* T>an)f of a person, but a title, quasi Sultan ; 
if,. Imp >• r >if f h PfltbM. 

■ i f this j.'fictiral eAwb'.riiatinnr expressive of the sorrow of -Portugal 
• i it, .! < t Vioam, C^nniiw Inn happily irritated some pa^agi - 
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For tliee the'willow-bowers and copses weep, 

As their tall boughs lie trembling on the deep; 

Adown the streams the tangled vine-leaves flow, 

And all the landscape wears the look of woe. 

Thus, o’er the Avon d’ring world thy glories spread, 

And thus thy mournful people bow the head; 

While still, at eve, each dale Alonzo sighs, 

And, oh, Alonzo ! every hill replies: 

And still the mountain-echoes trill the lay, 

Till blushing morn brings on the noiseful day. 

The youthful Sancho to the throne succeeds, 

Already far renown’d for valTons deeds; 

..Let Betis’, 1 ting’d with blood, his prowess tell, 

And Beja’s lawns, where boastful Afrie fell. 

Hor less when king his martial ardour glows, 

Proud Sylves’royal walls his troops enclose ! 

Fair Svlvcs’ lawns the Moorish peasant plough’d, 

Her vineyards cultur’d, and her valleys sow’d ; 

But Lisbon’s monarch reap’d. The winds of heaven 3 
Bear’d high—and headlong by the tempest driven, 

.In Tagus’ breast a gallant navy sought 

The shelt’ring port, and glad assistance brought. 

The warlike crew, by Frederic the Red, 3 
To rescue Judah’s prostrate land were led ; ■ 

When Guido’s troops, by burning thirst subdu’d, 

To Saladin, the foe, for mercy su’d. 

Their vows were holy, and the cause the some, 

To blot from Europe’s shores the Moorish name. 

•In Sancho’s cause the gallant navy joins, 

And royal Sylves to their force resigns. 

Thus, sent by Heaven, a foreign naval band 
Gave Lisbon’s ramparts to the sire's command. 

■\ The-Guadalquiver..the largest.river in Spain.— Ed. 

- The Portuguese. in their wars with the Jloors. were several tinier 
assisted by the English and German crusaders. Tn the present instance 
the fleet was mostly English, the troops ef which nation'were, accord¬ 
ing to agreements rewarded-with the plunder, which was exceeding 
rich, of the city of Silves. Nuniz do 'Leon as crorticm dos Tids -de 
Pod. A.n. lJSd.—Er?. ,, 

J Barharobsa, a.l>. 1189.—.EB. 
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Nor MoorMi trophies did alone adorn 
'] he here’s isame ; in warlike camps though born, 
Though fenc’d with mountains, Leon’s martial race 
£ mile at the baltic-sign, yet l'onl disgrace 
7'., i jeon's haughty sons lus sword achiev’d: 
proud Tin's neck'his servile yoke receiv’d; 

;*nd, far around, falls many a wealthy town, 

(' valiant .Sancho, humbled to tliy frown. 

While thus his laurels flourish’d wide and fair 
}]( ilje,; AN li/.o reigns, bis inuch-lov d heir. 

■ Aieii'/fir lately conquer’d from the Moor, _ 

.7;. ouqm r d’,' streams with the defenders’ gore. 

jj A lorn-> dead, another Rancho reigns: 

/ p, urnnv a sigh the land complains S 

h !T n!ikd his airernv vain, unthinking boy, 
p-;.- «r>rvmit> now :> jarring sway enjoy. 

, - m lhe power, his wore the crimes of those 

• - V'ir'm to dispense that, sacred power he chose. 

J>r 'various counsels waver’d, and confus’d 
I -t» i ug i i a nii'--, lg v'Mioiis aits abusd; 
h -/ouiy' nr determin’d,- blindly rash at last, 

1 :,j M raVo. unmnnn’d, untufor'd by the past. 

7cL not like Nero, cruel and unjust, 

i-,u.< » vni'h'us of unnatural Inh. 

So! 1, 0 b. 1 ho '\t(ii’d bad flames consum’d liu Troy; 
■! mwpj, eduh! his people’s groans afford him joy: - 
War did Ida woes from female manners spring, 
i ♦] p, iim. 1 or Sinli.i’s hug 

:! \ r o liumipd w -okf; his costly meal prepar'd,- 
A- lieu n'd hoard when Rome’s proud tyrant f; 
\ jr da* d tin arti t hope his ear to ^ gam, 

*‘,v mov-torw hi a 'ts to 'point the shugs of pain. 

i.j-aui .i.-d high J «n fjusinu spirit soar’d, 

And usK'd a godbke hero for %oh» lord. 

, 7 flv ,s iru>n 1 i;dh”i /U^jrvtnX— Surrtar^paluF. 

UT.>„ JW« pn.u.1 y.i/'rf.—HclingoluhiV. influ 

Aliu-inu' to the i.htM.-, of Piuilinis. 
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To none accustom’d but a liero’s sway. 

Great must he "be whom that bold race obey. 

Complaint, loud murmur’d, every city fills, 

Complaint, loud echo’d, murmurs through the kills. 
Alarm’d, Bolonia’s warlike Earl 1 awakes, 

And from his listless brother’s minions takes 
The awful sceptre.—Soon was joy restor’d, 

And soon, by just succession, Lisbon’s lord 
Beloved, Alonzo, nam’d the Bold, he reigns; 

Nor may the limits of his sire’s domains 
Confine his mounting spirit. When he led 
His smiling consort to the bridal bed, 

J Camoens, who was quite an enthusiast for the honour of his 
country, has in this instance disguised the truth of history. Don 
Sancho was by no means the weak prince here .represented, hor' did 
the miseries of his reign proceed from himself. The clergy were the 
sole authors of his, and the public, calamities. The Homan See was 
then,in thehe'ight of its power, which it exerted in the most tyrannical 
manner. . The ecclesiastical courts had long, claimed the sole right to 
try an ecclesiastic: and, to prohibit a priest to say mass for a twelve- 
month, was by the brethren, bis judges, esteemed' a sufficient.punish¬ 
ment for murder, or any other capital crime. Alonzo II., the father of 
Don Sancho, attempted to establish the authority of the lung’s courts 
of justice over the offending clergy. Tor this the Archbishop of 
Braga excommunicated Gobzalo Mendez, the chancellor; andHonorius, 
the pope, excommunicated the king, and put his dominions under an 
interdict. The exterior offices of religion were suspended, the people 
fell into the utmost dissoluteness of manners ; Mohammedanism made 
great advances, and public-confusion- everywhere prevailed. By this 
policy the Church constrained the nobility to urge the king, to a' 
full submission to the papal chair. While a negotiation for this 
purpose was on foot Alonzo died, and left his son to struggle with an 
enraged and powerful clergy. Don Sancho was just, ailable. brave, 
and an enamoured husband. On this last virtue faction first fixed its 
envenomed fangs. The queen was accused -of 'arbitrary -influence 
over her husband; and, according to the superstition of that age, she 
was believed to have disturbed his senses by an enchanted draught. 
Such of the nobility .as declared .in the king’s favour were stigmatized, 
and . rendered odious, as the creatures of the queen... The confusions 
which ensued were fomented by Alonso, Earl of Bologna, the king’s 
brother, -by whom the king was’accused as the author of them. In 
short, by the assistance of the clergy and Pope Innocent IV., Sancho 
. .was deposed, andAoon after died at Toledo. ; The beautiful queen,-; 
Donna Meuoia, was seized upon, and • conveyed, away-by one Raymond 
Portocarrero, and was never heard of more, Suck are the triumphs of 
faction! ' - 
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“Algarbia’s realm,” lie said, “shall prove tliy dower,’ 
And, soon Algarbia, conquer’d, own’d his power. 

The vanquish’d Moor with total rout expell’d, 

All Lush s’ shores his might unrivall’d held. 

. And now brave Diniz reigns, whose noble fire 
Bespoke the genuine lineage of his sire. 

How, heavenly peace wide wav’d her olive bough, 
Each vale display’d the labours of the plough, 

And smil’d with, joy: the rocks on every shore 
Besound the dashing of the merchant-oar. 

Wise laws are form’d, and constitutions weigh’d, 

And the deep-rooted base of Empire laid. 

. Hot Ammon’s son 1 with larger heart bestow’d, 

Hor such the grace to him the Muses owed, 
li Erom Helicon the Aluses wing their way, 

[; Mondego’s " fiow’ry .banks invite their stay. 

■i :How Coimbra, shines Minerva’s proud abode ; 

And. fir’d with joy, Parnassus’ bloomy god 
J .Beholds another dear-lov'd Athens rise, 

And spread her laurels in indulgent skies; 

‘ Her wreath of laurels, ever green, he twines 
| ; With threads .of gold, .-and baccaris 8 adjoins. 

| Here castle walls in -warlike grandeur lower, 

Here cities swell, and lofty temples tower: 

In wealth and grandeur each with other vies : 

When old and lov’d the parent-monarch dies. 

J His son, alas, remiss in filial deedsj . 

But wise in peace, and bold in fight, succeeds, 

The fourth Alonzo : Ever arm’d for war 
31c views the stern Castile with watchful care. 

; : Wet/. 5 vhqn;the Hibyah nations cross’d the main, 

And spread their thousands o’er the fields of Spain, 
The brave Alonzo drew his awful steel, 

And sprung to battle tor the proud Castile. 

' \ : ■ 

• ■•- ! t.v.Alexander..the-€freat. - •- , 

2 'M-nuii'-pri, the hu-srest axel upvrely Portuguese river.— Ed. 

' 1 hr I'tcnnri^ >>; La<l\T rlo'e. a her!) to whieh the Em 
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When -Babel’s haughtyqueen 1 unsheath'd the sword, 
And o’er Hydaspes’ lawns her legions pour’d; 

When dreadful Attila, 2 to whom was given 

That fearful name. “ the Scourge of angry Heaven,” 

The fields of trembling Italy o’erran 

With many a Gothic tribe, and northern clan ; 

Hot such unnumber’d banners then were seen. 

As now in fair Tartesia’s dales convene ; 

Humidia’s bow, and Mauritania's spear, 

And all the might of Hagar’s race was here; 

Granada’s mongrels join their num’rous host, 

To those who dar’d the seas from Libya’s coast. 

Aw’d by the fui’y of such pond’rous force 
The proud Castilian tries each hop’d resource; 

Tet, not by terror for himself inspir’d, 

For Spain he trembl’d, and for Spain was fir’d. 

His much-lov’d bi'ide, 5 his messenger, he sends, 

And, to the hostile Lnsian lowly bends. 

The much-lov’d daughter of the king implor’d, 

How sues her father for her wedded lord. 

The beauteous dame approach’d the palace gate, 

Where her great sire was thron’d in regal state: 

On her fair face deep-settled- grief appears, 

And her mild eye* are bath'd in glist’ning tears ; 

Her careless ringlets, as a mourner’s, flow 
Adown her shoulders, and her breasts of snow : 

A secret transport through the father ran, 

While thus, in sighs, the royal bride began :— 

“ And know’st thou not, O warlike king,” she cried, 

“ That furious Afric pours’her peopled tide— 

Her barb’rous nations, o’er the fields of Spain? 

Morocco’s lord commands the dreadful train. 

AVer since the surges bath’d the circling coast, 

Beneath one standard march’d so dread a host: 

1 Semiramis, who is said to have invaded fndia.—AY?. 

5 Attila. a king of the Huns, surname! “The Scourge of God,"' 
He lived in the fifth century. He maybe reckoned among the greatest 
of conquerors. ■■■■■ 

3 Ilis much lot? d jride. —The-Princess Mary.-. Bhe-was;a lady 
of great beauty and virtue, but was exceedingly ill used by her 
husband, who wa? violently attached to his mntrof-es though he mved 
his crown to the assistance of his father-in-law, the King of Portugal. 
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Far on each side the clouds of dust arise, 

The drum’s rough rattling rolls along'the skies; 

The trumpet’s shrilly clangor sounds alanns, 

And each heart burns, and ardent, pants for arms. 
Where their bright blaze the royal ensigns pour’d, 

High o’er the rest the great Alonzo tower’d: 

High o’er the rest was his bold front admir’d, 

And his keen eyes new warmth, new force inspir’d. 
Proudly he march’d, and now, in Tariffs plain 
The two Alonzos join their martial train : 

Right to the foe, in battle-rank updrawn, 

They pause—the mountain and the wide-spread:lawn . 
Afford not foot-room for the crowded foe: 

Aw’d with the horrors of the lifted, blow 

Pale look’d our bravest heroes. Swell’d with pride, A 

The foes already conquer’d Spain divide, > 

And, lordly o’er the field the promis’d victors stride, j 

So, strode in Elah’s vale the tow’ring height 

Of Gath’s proud champion ; 1 so, with pale affright. 

The Hebrews trembled, while with impious pride 
The huge-limb’d foe the shepherd boy " defied: 

The valiant bov advancing, fits the string, 

And round his head he whirls the sounding sling; 

The monster staggers with the forceful wound, .. 

And his huge bulk lies groaning on the ground. 

Such impious scorn the Moor’s proud bosom swell’d, 
When our thin squadrons took the battle-field; 
Unconscious of the Power who led us on, 

That Power whose nod confounds tlT eternal throne; 
Led by that Power, the brave Castilian bar’d 
The shining blade, and proud Morocco dar’d ' 

His conqu’ring brand the Lnsian hero drew, 

And on Granada’s sons resistless flew ; 

The spear-staffs crash, the splinters hiss around, 

And the broad bucklers rattle on tbo ground: 

With piercing shrieks the Moors their prophet’s name, 
And ours, their guardian saint, aloud acclaim. 

Wounds gush on wounds, and blows resound to blows 
A lake of blood the level plain o’erflows; 

1 Goliath, the PhilistiB.ehhahiplon:’-^J^.yv . ' . 

* David, afterwards king of Israel.— Ed. 
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The wounded, pa'•pin£ in the pur])le tide, 

Jnow t!ii<l the death the tWvord but halt supplied. 
r ' hi ugh hijw 1 and quilted by their ladies’ bauds, 
,uu ui'iv the mail-plates of Granada’s bands, 

**% im Si ep dr. ad inm- Inc Lurinn rush’d along, 
r-heei.i’d in red carnage lay the boastful throngs' 
; : !V)eh'.»'n.w. disdainful of so light a prize, 
hicree orir thefield the fhund’ring hero flies ; 

■ , ; \tid his hold .arm the brave Castilian joins 
i n.dreadful conflict with the Moorish lines. . 


t‘he'.parting--sun now -pour’d the ruddy blaze, 
b davirkhri" 1 Vesper shot his silv’ry rays 
i.warf the gliroTu. and clos’d the glorious day, 

; 'n/'l<bv..in : 3'asfcpthe' strength of Afrie lay., 
u dreadful ^slaughter. of the boastful Moor 
nr fin -bat Mo-field was heap’d before; 

■he whom childhood vow’d® eternal hate . ; : 
despV'ite war against the Roman state: 
at/ivthree strong coursers bent beneath, the weight . 
i . . i m] 1 i by many s Homan knight, 

Cult ih< bnioc oi mnk distinguish’d worn), 
m ihrir cold hands --at-CannseAs ^..slaughter torn; 
hi« dread avv fyrd bespread the reeking .plain 
•li-s«nV|:'W ! iile streams of gore, and hilts of slain; 
■ihinc.dd Titus. swept from Salem’s land •• 

- h T„jds of* ghosts, ml It d down to death's dark strand; 
> i- I , , p< i m she Jell. llu> prophfH old 

scene'of/Sritcin’s fall foretold, ■ >.■ 

;breathe wild horror;: nor-the shore, 

3 chok’d the stream, so smok’d with; gore, , 
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When Marius' fainting legions drank tlie flood, 

Yet warm,, and purpled with. Ambronian 1 blood ; 

Hot such the heaps as now the plains of Tarif strew'd. 

While glory, thus, Alonzo’s name .adorn’d, 

To Lisbon’s shores the happy chief return’d, 

In glorious peace and wclkdeserv’d repose, 
liis course of fame, and honour’d age to close. 

When now, 0 king, a damsel’s fate 2 severe, 

A fate which ever claims the woeful tear, . 

Disgraced his honours-On the nymph’s ’lorn head 

Relentless rage its bitterest.rancour shed: ■ 

Yet, such the zeal her princely lover bore, 

Her breathless corse the crown of Lisbon wore. 

’Twas thou, 0 Love, whose dreaded shafts .control 
The hind’s rude heart, and tear the hero’s soul; 

Thou, ruthless power, with bloodshed never cloy’d, 

’Twas thou thy lovely votary destroy’d. 

Thy thirst still burning for a deeper woe, 

In vain to thee the tears of beauty flow; 

1 When the soldiers of Marius complained of thirst, be pointed to 
a river near the camp of the Ambrones. “ There,” says he, “you may 
drink, but it must be purchased with blood.” “ Lead us on,” they replied, 
“ that we may have something liquid, though it be blood.” The Romans, 
forcing their way to the river, the channel was filled with the dead., 
bodies of the slain.—Yid. Plutarch's Lives. 

2 This unfortunate lady. Donna Inez de Castro, was the daughter 
of a Castilian gentleman, who had taken refuge in the court of .•Portu¬ 
gal. Her beauty and accomplishments attracted the regard of Don 
Pedro, the king’s eldest, son, a prince of a brave and noble disposition, 
La Neufville, Le Clede, and other historians, assert that she was 
privately married to the prince ere she had any share -in- his bed. 
Nor was his conjugal fidelity less remarkable than the ardour of his 
passion. Afraid, however, of his father’s resentment, the severity of 
whose temper he knew, his intercourse with Donna Inez-passed at the 
court as an intrigue of gallantry. On the accession of Don Pedro the 
Gruel to the throne of Castile many of tlupdisgusted nobility were- 
kindly received by Don Pedro, through the interest of his beloved: 
Inez. The favour shown to these.Castilians gave great uneasiness to 
the politicians. A thousand evils were foreseen from the prince's 
attachment to his Castilian mistress: even the murder of his children 
by his deceased spjihse. {he princess Constantin, was surmised; and 
the enemies of Donna Inez, finding the king willing to listen, omitted 
no opportunity to increase his resentment againrt the unfortunate 
lady. The prince was about liis twenty-eighth year, when his amour 
with his beloved Inez commenced. 



HOOK Ill.] 


THE LUSIAD. 


The breast that feels thy purest flames divine, 

With spouting gore must bathe thy cruel shrme. 

Such thy dire triumphs!—Thou, 0 nymph, the while, 
'hophetic of the god’s unpitymg guile, 
in tender scenes by love-sick fancy wrought, 

By fear oft shifted, as by fancy brought, 

In sweet Monde go’s ever-vordant bowers, 

Languish’d away the slow and lonely hours: 

While now, as terror wak’d thy boding tears, 

The conscious stream receiv’d thy pearly tears ; 

And now, as hope reviv’d the brighter flame, 

Each echo sigh’d thy princely lover s name. 

Nor less could absence from thy prince remove 
•••iT-he -dear -remembrance of.his distant lovo, 
i Thv look's, thy smiles, before him ever glow, 

And o’er his melting heart endearing flow : 

1 ;Bv nmht his- slumbers bring, thee to his arms; 

; bV dav his thoughts si ill wander o’er toy charms : 

! : -Bv-iii:ght^by'day, each-thought thy loves .employ,, 

• | Each thought the memory, or the hope, of ]oy. 

’! Thoimh fairest princely dames invok’d his love, 

' No princely dame his constant faith could mo\e : 

| For thee, alone, his constant passion burn d, 

> Bor thee'the proffer’d royal mams lie scorn d. 
i Ah. hope of bliss too high—the princely dames 
Ttelus’d, dread rage the father’s breast inflames ; 

JTc. with an old man’s wintry eye, surveys _ 

The youth’s fond love, and_coldly with it- weighs 
The people’s murmurs of his son s delay 
To hies 1 - die nation with his nuptial day. 

the nuptial day was past unknown, 

Which, but when crown’d, the prince could dare to own.) 
And. with I he fair one's blood, the vengeful sire 
N< s d.ts to uucntl his Pcdio’s hut bin! hie ^ 

,>],. thou dread swo*d. oft stain’d with heroes gore. 

Thou awful terror of the pros!r\to Moor, 
tVlj.it vj,<yp could aim thee atfa female breast. 

Unarm’d^ by softness and by love possess’d ! 

Dracm’d from her bower, by murd’rons ruffian hands, 
Before the frowning king fair Inc/, stands ; 
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Her tears of artless innocence. her air 
So mild, so lovely,'and her face so fair, 

Mov’d the stern monarch ; when, with eager zeal, 

Her fierce destroyers urg’d the public weal ; 

Dread rage again the tyrant’s soul possess’d, 

And his dark brow his cruel thoughts confess’d! 

O’er her fair face a sudden paleness spread, 

Her throbbing heart with gen’rous anguish bled, 
Anguish to view' her lover’s hopeless woes, 

And all the mother in her bosom rose. 

Her beauteous eves, in trembling tear-drops drown’d, 
To heaven she lifted (for her hands-were bound) ; 1 
Then, on her infants turn’d the piteous glance, 

The look of bleeding woe; the babes advance, 

Smiling in innocence of infant age, , 

ITnaw’d, unconscious of their grandsire’s rage; 

To whom, as bursting sorrow gave the flow, 

The native heart-sprung eloquence of woe, 

The lovely captive thus :—“ 0 monarch, hear, 

If e’er to thee the name of man was dear, 

If prowling tigers, or the wolf’s wild brood 
(Inspir’d by nature with the lust of blood), 

Have yet been mov’d the weeping ba,be to spare, 

Hor left, but tended with a nurse’s care, 

As Rome’s great founders 2 to the world were given; 
Shalt thou, who wcar’st the sacred stamp of Heaven, 
The human form divine, shalt thou deny 
That aid, that pity, which- e’en beasts supply ! - 

Oh, that thy heart were, as thy looks declare, 

Of human mould, superfluous were my prayer ; 

Thou couldst not, then, a helpless damsel slay, 

Whose sole offence in fond affection lay, 

In faith to him who first his love confess’d, 

'Who first to love allur’d her virgin breast. 

In these my babes shalt thou thine irqage sec, 

An d, still tremendous, lvu>d thy rage on me ? 

1 Ad ccolum tendens arhentia lumina frustra,.- 
. ■ Lumina nam teneras arcebant vincula pahnas. 

, ■ ViKG. yEn. ii. 

* 1 Romulus and Remus, who were said to have been suckled. 

wolf.— L'd. ■ . ■ ,l 
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hie, for their sakes, if jet thou wilt not spare, 

Oh. let these infants prove thy pious care ! i 

Yet, Pity’s lenient current ever flows 

From that brave breast where genuine valour glows; 

: That thou art -brave, let vanquish’d Afric tell, 

Then let thy. pity o’er mine anguish swell; • 

Ah, let mv woes, unconscious of a crime, 

Procure-mine exile to some barb’rous cliuie : 

Give me to wander o’er the burning plains 
Of Libya’s deserts, or the wild domains 
; Of Scythia’s snow-clad rocks, and frozen shore ; 

There let me, hopeless of return, deplore : 

Where ghastly horror fills the dreary vale, 

.Where shrieks and bowlings die on every gale, 

I ; : pDh.e lion’s roaring, and the tiger’s,yell, 
jj There, wish mine infant race, consign’d to dwell, 
hiThere let me try that piety to find, V 

■ hi vain by me implor’d from human.kind: 
ipThcwe, in some dreary cavern’s rocky womb, 

Amid the horrors of sepulchral gloom, 
iiih'orhirn whose love I mourn, my love shall glow, 

H Tim sigh shall murmur, and the tear shall flow : 
u All my fond wish, and all my hope, to rear 
1 These infant pledges of a love so dear, 

: Amidst my griefs a soothing glad employ, . ' 

v< Amidst my fears a woeful, hopeless joy.” 

In f,ears she utter’d—as the frozen snow 
Touch’d by the spring’s mild ray, begins to flow, 

J It has been observed by some critics, that Milton on every ocea- 
i ■: siondkfond;of -.expiressing-his admiration of music, particularly of the" 
sony of the nightingale, and the full woodland choir. If in the same 
manner we are to judge of the favourite taste of Homer, we shall find 
it of hi less delicate kind. He is continually describing the feast, the 
h . lmge’chine, the savoury viands on the glowing coals, and the foaming, 
hoi-,]. Tim ruling passio.% of Carooens is also strongly marked in his 
writing.-. One may veutuie to affirm, t\ai there is no poem of equal 
length'that abounds with so many impassioned encomiums on the fair 
sex as the Lusiod. The genius of Camoens seems never so pleased as 
Th .whenTie xs : painting: the variety of female charnjs; he feelslail the 
magic of their allurements, and riots in his descriptions of the happi- 
uehs and miseries attendant on the passion of lovo. As lie wrote horn 
his fedings. the«e parts of his works have been particularly honoured 
with the attention of the world. 
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So, just began to melt bis stubborn soul, 

As ini Id-ray’d Pity o’er the tyrant stole ; 

Hut destiny forbade : with eager zeal 
(Again pretended for the public weal),: 

Her fierce accusers urg’d her speedy doom ; 

Again, dark rage diffus’d its horrid gloom 
O’er stern Alonzo’s brow: swift at the sign, . 

Their swords, unsheath’d, around her brandish’d shine. 

0 foul disgrace, of knighthood lasting stain, 

By men of arms a helpless lady 1 slain ! 

Thus Pyrrhus, 2 burning with unmanly ire, 

Fulfilled the mandate of his furious sire ; 

Disdainful of the frantic matron’s 3 prayer, 

On fair Polyxena, her last fond care, 

He rush’d, his blade yet warm with Priam’s gore, 

And dash’d the daughter on the sacred floor : 

While mildly she her raving mother eyed, 

Resign’d her bosom to the sword, and died. 

Thus Inez, while her eves to heaven appeal, 

Resigns her bosom to the murd’ring steel.: 

1 To give the character of Alphonso IV. will throw light on this 
inhuman transaction. He was an tin dutiful son, an '-unnatural brother, 
and a cruel father, a great and fortunate warrior; diligent in the exe¬ 
cution of.the laws, and a Macehiavellian politician. Ilis maxim was 
that of the Jesuits: so that a contemplated good might be attained, 
he eared not. how villainous might be the menus employed. When- the 
.enemies of Inez had persuaded him that her death was necessary to 
•• the-welfare- of the state, lie took a journey to Coimbra, that, he might 
see the lady, when the prince, his son, was absent on a hunting party. 
Donna Inez, with her children, threw herself at his feet. The king 
w#s moved with the distress of the beautiful suppliant, when.his three 
counsellors, Alvaro Gonsalez, Diego Lopez Pacheco, and Pedro Coello, 
reproaching him for his disregard to the state, he relapsed - to his former 
resolution. She was then dragged from his presence, and brutally mur¬ 
dered by-the hands of -his -three counsellors, who immediately returned 
•to the king with their daggers reeking with the innocent blood of his 
daughter in-law. Alonzo, says La Neufvillr. avowed the horrid assas¬ 
sination, as if he had done nobbing of'winch lie ought to be ashamed. 

2 Pyrrhus, son of Achilles.: ly; was also called Heoptolemus. He: 
sacrificed Polyxena, daughter of Priam king of Troy, to the manes of 
Jiis father. Euripides . and Sophocles•• .each wrote a tragedy having 
tho sacrifice of Polyxena for the subject. Both have unfortunately 
perished.—Ed. 

3 Hecuba, mother of Polyxena, and wife of Priam.— Ed. 
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That snowy neck, whose matchless form sustain’d 
The loveliest face where all the graces reign’d, 

Whose charms so long the gallant prince enflam’d, 

That her pale corse was Lisbon’s queen 1 proclaim’d, 

That snowy neck was stain’d with spouting gore, 

Another sword her lovely bosom tore. 

The flowers that glisten’d with her tears bedew’d, 

Now shrunk and languish’d with her blood embru’d. 

As when a rose, ere-while of bloom so gay, 

Thrown from the careless virgin’s breast away, 

Lies faded on the plain, the living red, 

The snowy white, and all its fragrance fled; 

So from her cheeks the roses died away, 

And pale in death the beauteous Inez lay : , 

With dreadful smiles, and crimson’d with her blood, 

Round the wan victim the stern murd’rers Stood, 

Unmindful of the sure, though future hour, 

Sacred to vengeance and her lover’s power. 

O Sun, couldst thou so foul a crime behold. 

Nor veil thine head in darkness, as of old 2 
A sudden night unwonted horror cast 
O’er that dire banquet, where the sire’s repast 
The son’s torn limbs supplied!—Yet you, ye vales ! 

Ye distant forests, and ye flow’ry dales ! 

When pale and sinking to the dreadful fall. 

You heard her quiv’ring lips on Pedro call; 

Your faithful echoes caught the parting sound, 

And Pedro ! Pedro 1 mournful, sigh’d around. 

Nor less the wood-nymphs of Mondego’s groves 
Bewail’d the memory of her hapless loves: 

Her griefs they wept, and, to a plaintive rill 
Transform’d their tears, which weeps and murmurs still. 

To give immortal pity to her woe 

They taught the riv’let? through hor bowers to flow, 

1 

1 The fair Inez was crowned Queen of Portugal after her in¬ 
terment. >\. 

2 Atreus, having slain the sons of Thyostcs, cut tlicni in pieces, and 
served them up for a repast to their own father. The sun, it is said, 
hid 1 ms face rather than shine on so barbarous a deed.— Etl. 
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And still, through violet-beds, the fountain pours 
Its plaintive wailing, aud is named Amours. 1 
A or long her blood for vengeance cried in vain ; 

Her gallant lord begins his awful reign, 

In vain her mnrd’rers for refuge fly, 

Spain’s wildest hills no place of rest supply. 

The injur’d lover’s aud the monarch’s ire, 

And stern-brow’d Justice in their doom' conspire:" 

In hissing flames they die, and yield their souls in fire. 2 

1 At. an old royal castle near Mondego. there is a rivulet called the 
fountain of Amours. . According.to tradition, it was .here 'that I)oii ■ 
Pedro resided with his beloved Inez. The fiction of Camoens, founded ' 
on the popular name of the rivulet, is in the spirit of Homer* 

2 When the prince was informed of the death of his.'.beloved Inez, ; : [ 
he was transported into the most violent fury. He took arms' against- 
his father. The country, between the rivers Min ho and Doura. was 
laid desolate: but, by the interposition of the. queen and the Arch- ’• 
bishop of Braga, the prince relented, and the .further horrors of a civil . \ 
war were prevented. Don Alonzo was, not only reconciled to his. son, ] 
but laboured by every means to oblige him, and to '.efface from his | 
memory the injttry and insult lie had.received. The prince,;however, | 
still eontihued ; to 'discover, the -strongest marks of'affection'' and grief. "' { 
When he succeeded to the crown, one of his first acts was a treaty with ' \ 
the King of Castile, whereby each monarch engaged to.give up such - :i 
malcontents as should take refuge, in each'..'others dominions. .In i 
consequence of this, Pedro Coello and Alvaro Gonsalez, vyliOj pii the' 
death of Alonzo had lied to Castile, were sent prisoners; to Dort; 
Pedro. Diego Paciieco. the tliiid murderer, made his escape. The other 
two were put to death with the most exquisite tortures,; and iiiosi. 
justly merited, if torture is in any instance to be ! allowed.. After . 
this the king, Don Pedro, summoned an . assembly, of the. states at !j 
Oant-anedes. Here, in the presence of. the Pope’s nuncio, he solemnly ; 
swore on the holy Gospels, that .having obtained a dispensation 'from A; 
Home, he had secretly, at Braganza, espoused the Lady Inez deCastro,- 

. .in the presence of the Bishop of Guarda, .and , of his master of the 
wardrobe; both of whom confirmed the truth of the oath. . The Pope’s; - j 
. Bull, containing the dispensation, was ■ published ;' the body of Inez . 
was lifted from the grave, was placed hn a .magnificent .tlirone,'and • ■.} 
witii .the proper regalia, crowned Queen of Portugal. The nobility. •: 
did homage to her skeleton, jmd kissed iiib-bonesvof .her '’handv'-'.; 
corpse was then interred a'J the royal monastery of Alcobaca, with it 
pomp before unknown in Portugal, and with all the honours due to a ■ ' 
queen. Her monument is still'extant, where her statue is adorned. .>■ 
with the diadem and the royal robe. This, with the legitimation of 
her children, anc? the care'-ho took of.all who had been in her service, ■■■; 
consoled him in some degree, and rendered him more conversable than 
he had hitherto beon ; but the cloud which the death of Inez brought ; 
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Nor this alone his stedfast soul display’d : 

Wide o’er the land he wav’d the awful blade 
■ Of red-arm’d Justice. IVom the shades of night 
He dragg’d the foul adulterer to light: 

The robber from his dark retreat was led, 

- • And he who spilt the blood of murder, bled. 
e.dJmnov’d he heard the proudest noble plead; 

Where Justice aim’d hc-r sword, with stubborn speed 
Fell the dire stroke. Nor cruelty inspir’d, 

Noblest humanity his bosom tir’d. 

The caitiff, starting of his thoughts, repress’d 
The seeds of murder springing in his breast. 

.jil-idfis ontstretch’d:arm the lurking thief withheld,' 
j For fix’d as fate he knew libs doom was seal’d. 

[ ijtiafe in his monarch’s care the ploughman reap’d, 

| j : iAnd proud,oppression coward distance kept. 

irJ/edro the Just 1 the peopled towns.proclaim, 

: [b And every field resounds her monarch’s name. 

: f {[over the natural cheerfulness of his temper, was never totally dispersed. 1 

! l !! : i,--.:.^4.;circunistance strongly characteristic of the rage of his. resent¬ 
ment must not he omitted. When the murderers were-brought before 
hbn,hewas so transported with Indignation, that he struck .Pedro 
C.oello several blows on the face-with the shaft of his wkip. - , 

1 l’cdro ihc Just .-.—History cannot afford 'an instance of any prince 
who has a more eminent claim to the title of just than Pedro I. His 
- diligence to correct every-abuse was indefatigable, and when guilt was 
: . nroved.bis justice was inexorable. He was dreadlul to- the evil, and 
i ■ beloved: hi the gbod," for he respected no persons, and his inflexible 
severity'-never digressed from the line of. strict justice. An anecdote 
or two will throw some liaht on.lns character. A pnr-.st having lulled 
■■■o. mason, the king dissembled his knowledge of the crime, and left the 
•: ■ Issue :to. the ecclesiastical .court,, where, the priest was punished by 
one year’s suspension from ..saying mass.. The king on this privately, 
ordered' the--mason’s son,to revenge the murder of Ins father. The 
young .-man obeyed, was apprehended, and condemned to death. When 
.. his sentence was to-he con tinned .hv the king, Pedro enquired, what 
wm;,tuo'youug man’s tradr* Ho-was- answered, that ho. followed ins 
. - fathers. .“Well then,” said rho king, u I sWUcommute-his .punishment,- 
'- oiud .interdict liim from meddling wit-^ stone or mortar for a twclve- 
.innth.’’ Alter this be fully r--f,ihhm< d the cuthonty rf Pa king’*' 
>urto over tn< clergy, whom lie punish, d with death winm fbur 
crimes wore raj it il. When solicited to refer tlu^ rauM?« ot Midi 
ennuunis t.. a higin r tribunal, be would answt r very ralndy. i! ’J hat 
what I j a t end to do ;»,T will scud thun to tlie highest of all tribunals, 
to that of their Maker and mine.” Against adultereia he was 
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Of this brave prince tlie soft degen’rate son, 

Fernando tlie Remiss, ascends the tlxrone. 

With arm unnerv'd the listless soldier lay 
And own’d the influence of a nerveless sway : 

The stern Castilian drew the vengeful brand, 

And strode proud victor o’er the trembling land. 

How dread the hour, when injur’d heaven; in rage, 
Thunders its vengeance on a guilty age ! 

Unmanly sloth the king, the nation stain’d; 

And lewdness, foster’d by the monarch, reign’d : 

The monarch own'd that first of crimes unjust, 

The wanton revels of adultTous lust: 

Such was his rage for beauteous 3 Leonorc, 

Her from her husband’s widow’d arms he tore: 

Then with uubless’d, unhallow’d nuptials stain’d 
The sacred altar, and its rites profan’d. 

Alas ! the splendour of a'crown, how vain, 

From Heaven’s dread eye to veil the dimmest stain ! 

To conqu’ring Greece, to ruin’d Troy, wliat woes, 

What ills on ills, from Helen’s rape arose 1 
Let Appius own, let banish’d Tarquin tell 
On their hot rage what heavy vengeance fell. 

particularly severe, often- declaring it as his opinion, that conjugal 
/infidelity 1 ': was the source of. the greatest evils, and .that therefore: to 
restrain it was the interest and duty of the sovereign. Though the 
fate of his beloved Inez chagrined and soured: Iris temper, he -was so 
far from being naturally sullen or- passionate, that he was rather of a 
gay and sprightly disposition; he was affable and easy, of:-access-: 
delighted in music and dancing; was-si lover of learning, a man. of 
letters, and an elegant poet.—Vide Le Glede. Mariana, Faria. , 

1 This lady', named Leonora de Tellez, 'was the wife of Don Juan 
Lorenzo Acugna. a nobleman -of one of the most distinguished families 
in Portugal. After a sham process tin's marriage was dissolved, ami 
the king privately" espoused to her, though, at : this time, lie was pub¬ 
licly married by proxy to Donna Leonora of Arragon. . A dangerous 
insurrection, headed bv one Velasquez, a tailor, drove the king and: 
his adulterous bride from - Lisbon.- fSoon ihter, he caused his •■marriage 
to he publicly er-iobrated iii the province of J-lntrc Dour-o o Minim. 
Henry, king of Castile, being iVs formed of tlie general discontent that 
reigned in Portugal, marched a formidable army into that kingdom, to 
revenge the injury offered to some of his subjects, whose slaps, had. 
been unjustly s dr zed at Lisbon. r l'he desolation hinted at, by Cnmoen- 
ensued. After the subjects of both kingdoms bad severely suffered, 
the two kings ended tlie war, much to their mutual satisfaction, by an 
intermarriage of their illegitimate children. 
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One female, ravish’d, Gibeah’s streets 1 beheld, 

O’er Gibeah’s streets the blood of thousands swell’d 
In vengeance of the crime ; and streams of blood 
The guilt of Zion’s sacred bard 2 pursued. 

Yet Love, full oft, with wild delirium blinds, 
And fans his basest fires in noblest minds; 

The female garb the great Alcides 3 wore, 

And for his Omphale the distaff 1 bore. 

For Cleopatra’s frown the world was lost: 

The Homan terror, and the Punic boast, 

Cannae’s great victor , 6 for a harlot’s smile, 

Resign’d the harvest of his glorious toil. 

And who can boast he never felt the fires, 

The trembling throbbings of the young desires, 
When he beheld the breathing roses glow, 

And the soft heavings of the living snow; 

The waving ringlets of the auburn hair, 

And all the rapt’rous graces of the fair ! 

Oh ! what defence, if fix’d on him, he spy 
The languid sweetness of the stedfast eye ! 

Ye who have felt the dear, luxurious smart. 

When angel-charms oppress the powerless heart, 

In pity here relent the brow severe, 

And o’er Fernando’s weakness drop the tear. 
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BOOK TV. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

STATE OF PORTUGAL ON THE DEATH OF DOM FERNANDO. 

Beatrice, daughter of Fernando, not acknowledged by the Portu¬ 
guese, the throne is occupied by. Don. Johip a natural; brother 'hi 
Fernando. A Spanish prince having married Beatrice, the Spaniards 
invade Portugal, which they claim by right of marriage. The Porti’ 
guese, divided in council, are harangued in an eloquent speech'.by Don 
Nufio Alvarez Pereyra'; he rallies the nobility;around the king, who.' 
conquers the Castilians on the gory field of Aljubarota. Nufio Alva¬ 
rez, following up Iris victory, penetrates as far as Seville, where, he 
dictates the terms of peace to the haughty Spaniards.. Don John- 
carries war against the Moors into Africa. Iiis son, Edward, renews 
hostilities with 1 he African Moors: his brother, Don Fernando, sur- 
. named the Inflexible, taken prisoner, prefers death in captivity to the 
surrender of Ceuta, to the'Moors, as the price of his ransom. Alfonso 
V. succeeds to the throne of Portugal: is victorious over the Moors, 
but conquered .by the Castilians. . John II., the thirteenth king : of 
Portugal, sends out adventurers to find a way, by land,. to India ; they 
perish at the mouth of the. Indus. Emmanuel,^succeeding, to the. 

■■ throne, resolves on continuing the discoveries of his.predecessors.They 
rivers Indus and Ganges, personified, appear in a vision to'Emmanuelj 
who. in consequence, makes choice of Vasco do Gama to command an 
expedition to the East. 

\ S the toss’d vessel on /he ocean rolls, 

Jj\_ When dark the niqht.<;rnd lo id flic tempest howls, 

When the ‘‘lorn mariner in every wave 

That breaks and gleams, forebodes his wat’ry grave; 

Pint when the difwn, all silent and serene, 

With soffc-puc’d ray dispels the shades obscene, 
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With grateful transport sparkling in each eye, 

The joyful crew the port of safety spy; 

Such darkling tempests, and portended fate, 

While weak Hernando liv’d, appall’d the state; , 

Such when be died, the pcacefnl morning rose, 

The dawn of joy; and sooth’d the public woes. 

As blazing glorious o’er the shades of night, 

Blight in his cast breaks forth the lord of light, 

So, valiant John with dazzling blaze appears, 

And, from the dust his drooping nation rears. 

: Though sprung from youthful passion’s wanton loves, 1 11 
(freat Pedro’s son in noble soul he proves ; 

A:id Heaven announc’d him king by right divine ;— 

;J: A■'cradled;infant gave the wondrous sign. 2 A 
I bier tongue had never lisp’d the mother’s name, , 

!■> No word, no mimic sound her lips could frame, 

I When Heaven the miracle-of speech inspir’d', 
e Hhe raiF-ed her little hands, with rapture .fir’d, . 

Let Portugal,” she ciiecl, '* with joy proclaim 
■Hie brave Don John, and own her monarch’s name.” 

Vhe burning fever of domestic rage 
Tmw wildly rav’d, and mark’d the barb’rous age; 

Through every rank the headlong fury ran, 

And first, red slaughter in the court began. 

Of spousal vows, and widow’d bed defil’d, 

Jx/n<lfanie the beauteous Leonore revil'd.. 

HiTfce: adult’rpug ndhie'in her/pyesehoe-bled; 

And, torn with wounds, his num’rous friends lay dead. 

1 Dom■John.was a natural brother of Eernando, being an 'ille- 
- vrlHnate son of Pedro.— Ed(.. 

-■ A-rcradled infant gave the -wondrous sign..-—'No circumstance has 
■ been more ridiculed, by the ancient and modern pedants than 

f ;Alexander’s pretensions to divinity.. - Some of his epurtiers;expostufat- 
; ing wkh himone day orr the absurdity of such claim, he replied, “I 
iniaw the truth of what»you say, but. these.” (pointing to a .crowd of 
.- rvbdans) Ae-tbeee- know no better.” T^e report that the Grecian array 
•. wa« cnmununled by a son of Jupitgr spread terror through , the East, 

11 i me rtiv * i undultlu op( i ition of hie conqucun J he mu ten 
J a tlu m mt ill Ui d ! y a feu monfw w m id pftu to tlw 
m ptruUmn iji tin, age of drlm 1 and. ns he w A^iilt cihuaio, win of 
iiu dcMnuctoJiiiscau'c Tin pretended fact, h'weui, n dificmuth 
related- 
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.No more those ghastly, deatlrfuT nights amaze, 

■ When Rome wept tears of blood in Seyila’s days : 

Mora borrid deeds Ulysses’ towers 1 belield: 

Each cruel breast, where rankling envy swell’ll, 

Accus’d his foe as minion of the queen; 

Accus’d, and murder closed the dreary scene. 

All holy ties the frantic transport brav’d, 

Nor sacred priesthood, nor the altar sav’d. 

Thrown from a tower, like Hector’s son of yore, 

The mitred head 2 was dash’d with brains and gore. 

Ghastly with scenes of death, and mangled limbs, 

And, black with clotted blood, each pavement swims. 

With all the fierceness of the female ire, 

When rage and grief to tear the breast conspire, . 

The queen beheld her power, her honours lost, 3 
And ever, when she slept, th’ adult’rer’s ghost, 

. 1 Lisbon, or Ulyssipolis, supposed to be fotmded by Ulysses.—.EH.. 

2 The mitred head.— Don Martin, bishop of Lisbon, a man of exem¬ 
plary life. He was by birth a .Castilian,' which-was esteemed a suffi¬ 
cient reason to murder him, as of the queen’s party. He was thrown 
from the tower of his own cathedral, whither he-'had'fled' to avoid the. 
popular fury. 

'The queen 'beheld her power, her honours lost.— Possessed of great 
. beauty and great abilities, this had woman, was a disgrace to her. sex, 
and a curse to. the age and country which gave; her birth. Her siste'r,. 
Donna Maria, a lady of unblemished virtue, had been secretly married 
to the infant, Don Juan, the king’s brother, who was passionately: 
attached to her. Donna Maria had formerly endeavoured to dissuade; 
her sister from the adulterous marriage with the king. ItrrevengeAf 
this, the queen, Leonora, persuaded Don Juan that .her sister yvas 
'..unfaithful to his.bed. The enraged husband.hastened to his wife, and, , 
without enquiry or expostulation, says Mariana, dispatched her .Syitlv 
two strokes of.his dagger. lie was afterwards convinced of her ibno: 
ounce. Having sacrified her honour, add her first husband, .to a Idug.; 
(says Faria). Leonora soon sacrificed that .king to a wicked'gallant, a ■ 
Castilian nobleman, named Don Juan Fernandez,de Audeyro. An..tin- ; . 
just war with Castile, wherein tlie Portuguese were defeated by-sea and: 
land, was the first fruits of the policy of the.no?:* favourite.’ Andeyro one 
day being in a great perspiratiqiV by some military exercise, the queen 
tore her veil, and publicly gave i^him to*wipe his face.: The grand 
master, of Avis, the king's illegitimate brother, afterwards John I„ and 
some others, expostulated wit h heron the indecency of this behaviour, 
She dissembled ■heyAsentment, but,-soon after, they were seized/and :; 
commilted to the cAilo of Kvora, where a forged order ffir their execu¬ 
tion was sent; but the governor suspecting some fraud, showed it to 
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11 palo. 011(1 poiutiiig at his bloody sbroud, 
jera’d over for revenge to scream aloud. 

: the kin g. Yet, such was her .ascendancy over Fernando, that though 
convinced bofTier- guilt,, lie .-ordered..'his brother ; to kiss , the queen’s. 
ii; ■ hand, .and'thank her for liis life. Soon after, Fernando died, but;not 
. till-he .was fully convinced of the queen’s conjugal infidelity, and. bad 
ij given, an order, for the assassination of the gallant. Not long after the. 

: death-of .the king, .the favourite- Andeyro was stabbed in the .palace-by 

,;i the’grandmasterof-Avis, and Don Euy de Pereyra. The queen ex- 
u ; pressed.-ail the-transport-of grief-and rage, and declared--she' would 
undergo .the trial-ordeal in vindication of his, .and her, innocence. Bnt 
: .j this she -never, performed.: in her vows of revenge, however, she was. 

'more punctual. Don Juan, king of Gastile, who had married her only 
■j •' ',daughter>afid-.h6iresB,- at her earnest entreaties invaded Portugal, .and. 

•, v-was '.proclaimedJnnsr.- "Don'-John, grand master of Avia, was pro-" 
| ij claimed by the people protector and regent. A desperate war eusued. 
ii jfQneonLeonora. treated with indifference-by her daughter and son-in-. 
|| Iji-law.:resolved on the murder of the latter, but the plot was discovered, 
i|| and: she was sent prisoner to Castile. The regent was besieged 
in - Lisbon,- and the: city reduced, to. the utmost. extremities, when. 

> Hd.an •epidemic broke out in. the Castilian • army, .arid made such de- 
p vastat.ioi), iluvt the king, suddenly raised the siege, and abandoned 
:;•! ins views on Portugal. The happy inhabitants ascribed their deliver- 
i.'p a see/ to ihe valour and vigilance of the regent. The regent reproved 

I 1 ;!' their' ardour, exhorted them to. repair' to their churches,, and return 
.thanks, to God, to.'.-whose interposition he solely ascribed their safety. 

; This behaviour increased the admiration of the people; the nobility of 
. ‘ the. first .rank joined the regent’s party, and many garrisons in the 
> '■ -interest of the bring of Gastile opened their gates to him. . An assembly 
. of the. states met at- Coimbra, where it was proposed -to invest the 
: rrenent: with the regal dignity. This he pretended to decline. Don 
: John, son of Pedro.the-Just and the beautiful Inez de Castro, was by 
".me '-people-: esteemed- their lawful sovereign, but was, and bad.been 
■: Tvut- . detained- a prisoner by the King of Castile.. If the states won 1 d 
:i declare tiie infant, Don John, their king, the regent professed his wii- 
-r lingness to swear -allegiance to him, that he would continue to expose 
junisylf to every danger, and act us regent, till Providence restored to 
1 ’or-tugaT her lawful sovereign. The states, however, saw the necessity 
that the nation should- have- a head. 'The regent was unanimously.; 
: - elected-kmge and some articles-in favour of. liberty were added to those. 
agreed unon at the -coronation "of Don Alonzo Enriquez, the'first king 

-i Don Jojiis I,, one of.the greatest ofTho Portuguese moTiarchs. was 
the iiaturai son of Pedro the J ust, byiDonna Teresa Lorenza, a Galician 
Tiidy, and was born pome years after.th« death of Inez. At seven years 
• f »<.<- he n ahm,eh- gi and msc-tor of Avis, where ho recoil ed an excellent 
o - education/.which; joined to his great parts, .brottgltf- turnout early on 
the jioliti.'al theatre. He was a bravo commander, and a deep i>«li- 
ti.iun, yet m-sci ibifoited the character of cundeur and honour. To be 
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Castile’s proud monarch to the nuptial bed, ; -■ 

In happier days, her royal daughter 1 led. 

To him tire furious queeu lor vengeance cries, 

Implores to vindicate his Lawful prize, 

The Lusiau sceptre, his by spousal right; 

The proud Castilian arms, and dares the fight. 

• To'join his standard as it waves along, 

The warlike troops from various regions throng : 

Those who possess the lands by Rodrick given, 2 
Wliat time the Moor-from Turin’s banks was driven ; 

I’hat race who joyful smile at war's alarms, 

And scorn each danger that attends on arms ; 

Whose crooked ploughshares Leon’s uplands tear, 

Now, cas’d in steel, in glitt’ring arms appear, 

Those arms erewhije so dreadful to the Moor: ; 

The Vandals glorying in their might of jore 
March on ; their helms, and moving lances gleam 
Along the flow’rv vales of Betis 7 stream : . 

Nor stay’d the Tyrian islanders 3 behind, 

On whose proud ensigns, floating on the wind, 

Alcides’ pillars 3 tower’d : Nor wonted fear 
Withheld the base Galician’s, sordid spear ; ; 

Though, still, his crimson, seamy nears reveal 
Tlie sure-aimed vengeance of the Lusiau steel. 

humble to his friends, and haughty to his enemies, was his leading, 
maxim. His prudence gained him the confidence of. the wise ; his 
: steadiness and gratitude the friendship of the brave ; his liberality, the 
bulk of the people. He was in the-' twenty-seventh year' of his age 
when declared protector, and in his. twenty-eighth'when, proclaimed, 
king. . ■ "...r ■■. ■ 

• The following anecdote is much to the honour of this prince, when, 
regent. A Castilian officer, having six Portuguese gentleman prisoners, 
cut off their noses and hands, and sent them-tb':.Do»krohn. v: -Higli!y: 
incensed, the protector commanded, six Castilian gentlemen to . be 
treated in the same manner.. But, before (he officor, to whom he gave 
tlie orders, had quitted tlie room, he relented. “ I havefgivcn enough; 
■ to resentment,” said he, “iu giving such a crr uniand.; It were iniuiiious 
to put it in execution. See^hat the Castilian prisoners, receive no 
harm.” 

'■Beatrice. 

, 2 Byliadriek given*— The celebrated , hero of Corneille’s, tragedy: 
of the Oid. / .. ’ ’ . 

3 Cadiz; m ancient tunes a -Phoenician., colon v, whose coins bear 
the emblem of two pillars-—the pillars of .Hercules (Alcides j.-jAa..'; 
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■Where, tumbling down. Cuenca’s .mountain side, 

The murm’ring Tagus rolls his foamy tide, 

. Along Toledo’s lawns, the pride of Spain, 

Toledo’s warriors'join the martial train : 

Nor less the furious lust of war inspires 
, 'The Biseayneer,' 1 and wakes his barb’rous fires, 

Which ever burn ior vengeance, if the tongue 
, Of hapless stranger give the fancied wrong. 

Nor bold Asturia, nor Guipuscoa’s shore, 

Named for their steely wealth, and iron ore, 

Delay’d their vaunting squadrons ; o’er the dales 
Ons’d in their native steel, and belted mails, 
idhie gloaming from alar, they march along, 

And join, with many a spear, the warlike throng. 

I'iijAs thus, wide" sweeping o’er the trembling coast, 

IpFhe proud Castilian leads his num’rous host; 

|iJThe valiant John for brave defence prepares, - 
l&.ud, in himself collected, greatly daresy 
such high valour in his bosom gloAv’d, 

^ Dunoon's Iocks 2 by miracle bestow’d : 

’ijiSafeV in.-himself -res6lv ? d, the hero’stands, 
j'.yVd, calls the leaders of his anxious hands : 

■ 1 'he council summon’d, some with prudent mien, 
u And words of grave advice their terrors screen.. 

" Ry sloih debas’d, no more the ancient fire 
01 .patriot--.'loyalty can now inspire; 

And c-ach pale lip seem’d opening to declare 
J For tame submission, and to shun the war; 

: When glorious'Nunio, starting from his seat, 

Claim'd cuer\ ca e. and clos'd the cold debate: 

Singling his brothers from the dastard train, 

•• His rolling -looks; -that .flashed with -steni.-disdain,.- 
On them he fix’d,; then snatch’d his hilt in me, 

While his bold speech 8 bewray’d the soldier's fire, 

’ Tim Gaseous m I'ahues. a very y.ocio.nt and singular people. 

: Their language has no relation to-that; or any other people. They are 
' regarded as the earliest inhabitants eiUhe- Spanistt peninsula.—Ed. . 
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Bold and unpolish’d ; while his burning eyes 
Seem’d as lie dar’d the ocean, earth, and skies, 

“ Heavens ! shall the Ltisian nobles tamely-yield ! 
Oh, shame I and yield, untried, the martial field ! 
That land whose genius, as the god of war, 

Was own’d, where’er approach’d her thund’ring car 
■■Shall now her sons their faith, their love deny, 

And, while their country sinks, ignobly fly; 

Ye tim’rous herd, are ye the genuine line 
Of those illustrious shades, whose rage divine, 
Beneath great Henry’s standards aw’d the foe, 

For whom ye tremble and would stoop so low ! 

That foe, -who, boastful now, then basely fled, 

When your undaunted sires the hero led, 

When seven bold earls, in chains, the spoil, adorn’d, 
And proud Castile through all her kindreds mourn’d 
Castile, your awful dread—yet, conscious, say, 

When Diuiz reign’d, when his bold son bore sway, 
By whom were trodden down, the bravest bauds 
That ever march’d from- proud Castilia’s lands ?■ 
’Twas your brave sires—and hns one languid reign 
Fix’d in your tainted souls so deep a stain, 

That now, degen’rate from your noble sires, 

The last dim spark of Lusian flame expires ? 

Though weak Fernando reign’d, in war luiskiH’d, 

A godlike king now calls you to the field. 

Oh ! could like his, your mounting valour- glow, 
Vain were the threat’nings of the vaunting foe. 

Not proud Castile, oft by your sires o’erthrown, 

But ev’rv land your dauntless rage should own. ■ 
Still, if your hands, benumb’d by female fear, 

Shun the bold war. hark ! on my sword I swear, 
Myself alone the dreadful war shall wage, 

Mine be the fight”—and, trembling ( witli the rage 
Of val’rous fire, his hanrf’lmlf-drawn display’d 
The awful terror of his shin ing blade,-— 

“ T and my vassals dare the dreadful shock; 

My shoulders nf<ver to a foreign yoke 

Shall bend; and. by my sovereign’s wrath I vow, 

And, by that loyal faith renounc’d by you, 
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My imtive land nnconquer’d shall remain, 

And all my monarch’s foes shall heap the plain.” 

Tlu> hero paus’d—’Twas thus the youth of Rome, 
•' The trembling few who ’scaped the bloody doom 
r J1iat, dy’d with slaughter Cannae’s purple field, 
Assembled stood, and bow’d their necks to-yield ; 
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,, | Snob mj-tiiil mgo brave Rnnio’s mien inspir’d ; 
j'l teai- ,\ns no more : with rapt’rous ardour fir’d, 

1 1 ' To horse, to horse ! ” the gallant Lnsians cried ; 

: Unified. the belted mails on every side, . : 

•i| The sptyar-staff trembled; round their necks they wav’d 
Tjif'tr shining falchions, and in transport rav’d, 

Id - The long our guardian ! loud their shouts rebound, 
j A the fierce commons echo back the sound. 

J !"f pad r, that long in rusting peace had hung, 

\ r ivon the hammer’d anvils hoarsely rung : 

'I T-mo, soft with wool, the plumy helmets line, 

1 And some the breast-plate's scaly belts entwine : 
■A..The-gaudy-inantles some, and scarfs.prepare, • ■ . 

Whr i*f various lightsome colours gaily flare ; 

:' J ; ' Attd golden hisshey with the warp, enwove, ; 

.Displays the emblems of their youthful love. 

! This was (he bmmis I\ Corn. Seipio Africanus. The fact, somc- 
: ..-what differently relatedhy tny, is tins... After tire defeat at Canine, 

•t considerable body of Homans fled to Oanusium, and appointed Seipio 
Claudius’the.u''c<)itimaudefs. AVhlle they remained there, it 
A - :>• whsddhl"Seipio,” that, some of his chief' officers,'at the head of whom 
' WtiK Ciceilins Metellus, were taking measures to transport themselves 
mtvm Italy. , I-le went immediately <u their assembly; and drawing.. 
Jiff -word, «aid, I swear that I will not desert the Commonwealth of.. 
■■-■ffoimr-nHr suffer any other rMizen tPdo-ih. The same oath I require of 
- - -mui'i (liciUu^ and of all present ; whoever refuses, let him -hnow .that 

>hI k .hi (,,} y drain’ a<iohn-i him. The histoiiau :idd>, that they were 
as Prrified hv this, rm if they had beheld the tab of tlieir conqueror, 
H.u.nihni, T ho all swr-ic, and submitted thcmielvos to Seipto.—\ nL 



110 


THE LUSIAD. 


[BOOK 7\. 


Tlio valiant John, begirt with warlike state, 

Now lead? his hands from fair A brant os' gate ; 

Whose lawns of green the infant Tagus laves, .. 

As from his spring he rolls his eooly waves. 

The daring van, in Nunio’s care, could boast 
A, general worthy of th’; iinnumber’cl host, ; 

Whose gaudy banners trembling Greece defied, 

When boastful Xerxes lash’d the Sestian 1 tide;: . 

Nunio, to proud Castile as dread a name, 

A.s erst to Gaul and Italy the fame 
Of Attila’s impending rage. The right 
Brave Rodoric led, a chieftain train’d in fight; 

Before the left the bold Almada rode ; " 

And, proudly waving o’er the centre, nod 
The royal ensigns, glitt’ring from afar, 

Where godlike John inspires-and leads The-war. 

’Twas now the time, when from the stubbly plain 
The lab'ring hinds had borne the yellow grain; 

The purple vintage heap’d the foamy tun, 

And fierce, and red, the sun of August shone; 

When from the gate the squadrons march along : 

Crowds press’d on crowds, the walls and ramparts throng. 
Here the sad mother rends her hoary hair, ; - 

While hope’s fond whispers struggle'with'despair . 

The weeping spouse to Heaven extends her hands : 

And, cold with dread, the modest virgin stands, 

Her earnest eyes, suffus’d with trembling- dew, 

Far o’er the plain the plighted youth pursue: 

And prayers, and tears, and all the female wail, 

And holy vows, the throne of Heaven assail. . 

Now each stern host full front to front appears, 

And one, joint shout heaven’s airy concave- tears : 

■ A-dreadful pause ensues, while conscious pride • 

Strives on each face the boart-felt doubt, to hide. 

Now wild, and pale, the boldest face is seen ; 

With mouth half open, and disorder’d mien, 

* Sestos. was tin city of Thrace, on 
Abvdos.— Ed. 


the Dardanelles, opposite 
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Mach warrior fcfK his creeping blood to freeze, 

•i And lanornid weakness trembles in-the knees. 

And now. the elam’or of the trumpet sounds, 

\iui th«> rough iu idling of the drum rebounds: 

'!),( hhb '-bull whmrln.ir mite the gab', on high 
! I'iw ibnn i-’h’d 1 irhpns shine, with many a, dye 
, ' *t in.t/im.' spi'-miour : o’er the ground they wheel 
- And < h,.n-i their footing, when the proud Castile 
: iiids iioubd the horrid charge.: loud bursts the sound, 

: :i' And; loud A.i'tabro’s i’oeky: cliffs-rebound 

•i !, r}ie■thinkVHng' roar-rolls round on every side, 

A :td \n mining, sinks Cnidana’s 1 rapid tide ; ; 

i h'iie 'rfow-pacVl iJurius ^‘rushes o'er the plain, 

:.•! • v’wvi fe:sA el -Tagus- hastens to the main : 
j was the tempest;-of the dread, alarms, 

'! 1 >al that prattled in their nurses’ arms 

| j i at iluvsonnd : with sudden cold impress’d, 

i !u- mothers strain’d their infants to the breast, 
fl -And sh-)!>]:"with horror. Now, far round, begin 
1 on,-. VibiY-strings’-whizzinff, and the brazen‘’.dm 
1 1 - M' rirttTon armour rattling : either van 
! Am mingled now. and • mam oppos’d to man-: 
f*. i-nia-i'd iiis; native -fields, the one -inspires, 

. A ad one the wmrrig.lasfc of conquest fires: , ... 

A: UThi te.eth, their writhing lips of bine,-.. 

'i iioir eye-balls':glaring of the purple hue, 

!■ s h !!>:n strains swiftest to impel the blow; ) 

■ A Ay-* wounds they -value-now. nor fear they know, r 
■ th-esr only passion tn offend the foe. J 

i g,io i Ax a mui in ry , ; 1 ike the .warrior god, 

. .-Before-jus- troops the glorious Nunio rode-: . 


a (tuiidiaua, one of the. two great rivers of Spuin.— Ed. 

l!mmiA"A A : . A'..:'.. -; - --A. Ay--,. 

ii.-r and Abrgll - have..-with great art, gradually heightened 
:of fsv.’ry InittUf.-till tbo last efforts- of.their genius were 
% describing (lie en perior - process- of the heroin the, decisive 
'T ( mi 'w j 1 lil e ritinrt r, Jut 1 - le-tenul Im nlnn-t 
, i r« iJu- his print-i]\d battle. The cireumstano pjep'tr.tttirv 
•iit.-ts, iiwiH :if“ hitpialy imagined, and >'memnb <'.-‘ducted, 
iurv o| the coinnat is purled with (natural neat, and a 
h itruegerr, vvliiclu one. need not hesitato|to aftlrm, would dt>. 
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lhat land, the proud invaders claim’d, lie sows 

ith tlieii'^pilt blood, and with their corpses strews ; 
Their forceful volleys now the cross-bows pour, ’ 
The clouds are darken'd with the arrowy shower; 

The white foam reeking o’er their wavy mane. ‘ 

The snorting coursers rage, and paw the plain; 

Beat by their iron hoofs,The plain rebounds, ' 

As distant thunder through the mountains sounds : 

The pond’rous spears crash., splint’ring far around ; 
The horse and horsemen flounder on: the ground ; ' / 
'The ground groans, with the sudden weight oppress’d, 
And many a buckler rings on many a. crest. - ’ 

here, wide around, the raging Nil mo’s sword 
With furious sway the bravest squadrons gor’d, 

The raging- foes in closer ranks advance, ’ ■.. 

And his own brothers shake the hostile lance/ 1 


was ' A f : ™ s ° wn brotliers shake the hostile lance.—the fust indignation 
with which C-amocns treats the kindred of the brave Nunio Alvaro de 
Pereyra, is. condemned by the French translator. “ The Perevras ” 
says he, “ deserve no stain, on tlieir memory for joining the King of 
Castile, whose title to the crown of Portugal was infinitely more iust and 
- solid than that of Don John.” CasteraThowever, is 

Don Alonzo Enriquez, the first King of Portugal, was elected by the 
people, who had recovered tlieir liberties at- the glorious battle of 1 ' 
Ourique. At the election the constitution' of the kinmiom was settled 
hnf e ?u e f Sh ° ri Stat u es f . wher *“J U is-espressly provided, that-nohe- 
•but a Portuguese can bo king of Portugal; that if an infanta marry a ■ 
foreign prince, he shall not, in her right, become Kiim of Portugal 
and a new election of a king, in case of the failure of the male line’ 
is, by these statutes supposed legal By. the treaty - of mamao-e 1 
^ p KU i S f -V aShle aud , Ooima Beatrix,: the: heiress wh 
Fernando.of Portugal, it was agreed, that only tlieir children should' 

° ^ ortuguese brown; and that, in case the throne became- 

vacant eie such ubi dren were born, the Queen-dowager,:Leohok.- 
h A d govern with the title of-Regent. Thus, neitlier>by-the ormhai 
: constitution, nor:by the treaty of marriage, could the King of Castile ' 
succeed to the throne of Portugal. ,. And any.:pretence lie might found 
on the. marriage contract was .already forfeited; for he caused hinweif • 
and his queen to be proclaimed, added Portugal, to his titles/coined 
Portuguese money with Ins byst, deposed the queen regent, and after--- 
wards sent her prisoner to Costifo. The lawful heir/Don Juan the 
son of Inez de Castro, was kept m prison by his- rival, the King of 
Castile; and, as before observed, a newelection was,. by tie ori-flnal'A 
statutes, supposed, Ir-^al in cases of emergency. These facts, added toV' 
the consideration C the tyranny of the King of Cast,'l,-. and the great 
services which DonUohn had rendered his country, billy vindicate tlfo / 
indignation of Camoens against the traitorous Pereyras 
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OJi. horrid sight ! vet not. the tics of blood, 

Xor yearning memory his rage withstood ; 

With proud disdain his honest eyes behold 
AVhue'er.the traitor- who his king has sold. 

Nor waul there others in the hostile band 

'A bo (Iran their svords against their native land: 

•vrd, headlong diiv n, by impious rase accurs’d, 

I n rank were foremost, and in fight the first. 

, Ho, sons and fathers, by each other slain, 

\\ itr. horrid slaughter dyed Pharsalia’s 1 plain. 

A eHreary ghosts, who.now for treasons foul, 

Andod i > Hoorn of Sligian darkness howl; 

J: Hfihon Qatiline, and,, stern Hertorins, tell : 

iji ||.brpther smtdes, and soothe the pains of hell ; 

.V\ T -i.th..tr.itiniph tell them, some of.Lusian race 
,i 1 1 o y i h.i\c c mu d the traitors foul disgrace. 

.lip ...*is>. lv a.v(>3;On waves, the foes’ increasing weight 
[•■!! our foremost ranks, and shakes the fight 

li>) i( h ana. nndismay’d great Nunio stands, ° 
||A.nd.braves .the tumult of surrounding- bands. 

> I s o I n-!'! high Con La’s - rocky mountains stray’d, 
j i ! :l.he ranging lion braves the shepherd’s shade: 

:} . : .. !! . c , ,s ^fl^ u ’ nis hasti’niug o’er the Tetuan 5 plain. 

1 A ith shouts surround him, and with spears restrain : 
■i- ■ grinning-tedth his breath he draws, 

Jyi: is it tear, hut rage, that makes him pause: 

....... Mi.s,.-.thrqat’ : ning- eyeballs- bum .with sparkling fire, 

...-Ann, his stern heart forbids him to retire: ■ 

,t Ani.id.st .Ui0..tki,ckues.s of the spears he. flings, 

: k‘ 0 , midst ,hm toes, the furious Nunio springs: - 
. y grass; with foreign gore distam’d, 

v hHspWys the carnage of the -hero’s hand. . 

- y rc pJc. shield the brave Giraldo bore. 

’A him from the vajiguisb'd Pere/^arm he tore; 

Aciii- Phsrsalus was fought the decisive battle b-twem 
1HI \ . j: Is. -A/?. 
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Pierc’d through that shield, cold death invades his eye, 

And dying Perez saw his victor die. 

Edward and Pedro, emulous of fame, 

The same their friendship, and. their youth the same, 
Through the fierce Brigians 1 hew’d tlieir bloody way, 

Till, in a cold embrace, the striplings lay. 

Lopez and Vincent rush’d on glorious death, 

And, midst their slaughter’d foes, resign’d their breath. : - 
! Alonzo, glorying in his youthful might, ' • \ 

Spurr’d his fierce courser through the stagg’riug fighfi: : 
Shower’d from the dashing hoofs, the spatter’d gore; _ . 

Plies round; but, soon the rider vaunts no more-: 

Pive Spanish swoi’ds the murm’ring ghosts atone, 

Of five Castilians by his arm o’ertlirown. 

Transfix’d with three Iberian spears, the gay, . 

The knightly lover, young Hilarioday : 

Though, like a rose, cut off in op’ning bloom, 

The hero weeps not for his early doom; 

Yet,, trembling in his swimming eye appears: 

The pearly drop, while his pale cheek he rears; : 

To call his lov’d Antonia’s name he tries,. Y 
The name half utter’d, down he sinks, and dies;]. 2 , 

Now through his shatter’d ranks the m'onarch strode, ; 
And now before his rallied squadrons rode : , : . 

Brave Yunio’s danger from.afar he spies, ■ 

And instant to his aid impetuous flies. • 

So. wlien returning from the plunder’d folds, 

The lioness her empty don beholds, 

Enrag’d she stands, and list’ning to the gale, 

She hears her whelps low howling in the vale; 

The living sparkles flashing from her eyes, 

To the Massvlian 8 shepherd-tents she flies ; ■ , ,. . 

1 Through the fierce Brigiam;— The -Castilians;' so ealkxl from 
one.of their ancient, kings, named Brix, or Brigus, whom the.monkish 
writers call the grandson of .Noah. ' 

These-lines are not in the common editions of Camoiins. They 
consist of three stanzas in .the-Ksrttigucse, and are said to have been 
■left out by fhe-author himself.in his second edition. Tim.-translator;'- 
however,-as they breathe the true spirit oF::A 7 irgil, was. willing to 
preserve them wild [his nclmowledgmeht. 

f Massylia, a pjjovinee in Numidia, greatly 'infested With lions, 
particularly that part -of -it -called 0» seta monies. irmaos, the seven 
brother-mountains.. 
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She groans, she roars, and echoing far around 
The seven twin-mountains tremble at the sound: 

So. rag'd the king, and, with a chosen train, 
lit' pours resistless o'er the heaps of slain, 

“ Oh, bold companions of my toils,” he cries, 

Our dear-luv'd freedom on our lances lies: 

TYln.Id jom iiiejid, your monarch loads the way, 

And dares 1 L 0 thickest of ihe iron fray. 
SayyBhitll.'the^Iiusian raee.forsahe their king, 

SVlierc spears infuriate on the bucklers ring! ” 

He spoke.; then four.times round his head he whirl’d:-:• 
H.is pond’rous spear, and-midst--the foremost hurl'd ; 

•Deep-:through.the' ranks the-forceful weapon pass’d, 

•And- -many: u gasping - warrior sigh’d his-last. 1 . 

With noble shame inspir’d, and mounting rage. 

His hands rush. on. and-.foot to foot engage; 

■1 iviclr bursting sparkles from the blows aspire : 
burn flushes blaze, their swords seem dipp’d in fire ; s / ’ 
-'The bolts' of steel and plates of brass are riv’n. 

A.;u:l. wound for wound, and death for death is giv’n. 

■ 1 And many a msprng warrior sigh'd his I-nsf. —This, widen. is 
.ft'most htcmlifoiuW . ;' 


MHitos 'lanpatcta o .vUimo sHsjnrn,— 
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The first-in'honour of Saint -Jago’s band. 1 
A naked ghost now sought the.gloomy strand ; 

And. he of Calatrave, the sov’reign knight, ■■■ y : . 

Girt with whole troops his arm had slain in fight, V 
Descended inurmTing to the shades of night.. } 

Blaspheming Heaven, and gash’d with many a wound, 

Brave Nunib’s rebel kindred gnaw’d the ground. 

And curs’d their fate, and died. Ten thousand more 
■ Who held no title and no office bore, 

And nameless nobles who, promiscuous fell, - 

Appeas'd that day the foaming dog of hell. 2 

Now, low the proud Castilian standard lies : ' 'yi- 

Beneath the Lusian flag ; a vanquish’d prize. 

With furious madness fired, and stern disdain, . 

The fierce Iberians 3 to the fight again y f 

Hash headlong; groans and yellings of despair 
With horrid uproar rend the trembling air. 

Hot boils the blood, thirst barns, and every, breast . . 
Pants, every limb, with faiuty weight oppress’d, . . 

Slow now obeys the will’s stern, ire, and. slow . ; 

From every sword descends the feeble blow.: 

Till rage grew languid, and tir’d slaughter found . 

No arm to combat, and no breast to wound. 

Now from the field Castile’s proud monarch flies, 4 
In wild dismay he rolls his madd’ning eyes, 

v Grand master of the order of St. James, named Don Pedro Numb 
He was not killed, however, in this battle, which wii.s fought on tin* 
plains of'Aljubarota, but in that of Yalyerda, which immediately, 
followed.-' The reader may, perhaps, be surprised to Jind that, every 
soldier mentioned in these notes is a Don, a Lord. ,' vTh.e' follo\yhtg- 
' piece of: history will, account for the number of the Portuguese nobles. 
Don Alonzo Enriquez, Count of Portugal, was saluted king by his army. , 
ati the battle, of Onrique ; in return, his majesty dignified every man 
in his army vritbthe rank of nobility.—Yide the 9th of the Statutes 
, of Lamego. ... 

. 2 Cerberus. 3 Tie Spaniards. 

4 This tyrant, whose unjussi pretensions to the .crown, of. Portugal ■ 
laid his own. and that, kingdom h blood, was on his final defeat dyer-: 
whelmed w\th all the frenzy of grief. . In the night.after the decisive 
battle of Aliubarota.lje lied upwards of thirty miles upon a.mule. ..Don 
.■■Laurence, archbishop ot Braga, in .a letter written in old:Portuguese to : 
Don John,’ abbot*4’ Alcobaza, gives this account of his: behaviour.:;. 
I! Tile■•■constable has informed me that be saw the King of Castile 
at Santaren,. who; behaved as a madman, , cursing his existence, and; 
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Ami loads the pale-1 ipp’d flight, swift wing’d with fear, j 
As drifted smoke; a,t distance disappear, V 

Tho dusty squadrons of the scatter’d rear: J 

•Blaspheming Heaven, they fly, and him who first 
Forg’d murd’ring arms, and led to horrid wars accurs’d. 

The festive days by heroes old ordain’d 1 
The glorious victor on the held retnain'd. 

The fun( ral rib-s. and holy vows he paid : 

i. noi tiii' while the r- si less Hnnio stay’d; 

O'er Togo':-: waves his gallant bands he led, . 

And bumbled Spain in emery province bled: 

■ ■■Sdviiia’a'.standard on his spear he bore, 

Arid Andalusia’s ensigns, steep’d in gore. 

]jow , irt ,the dust; distress’d Castilia mourn’d, . ; . . 

' And, bath’d inYears, each eye to Heav’n was turn’d"; 

The orphan’s, widow’s,.and the hoary sire’s; 

•'And ■Hea-.v’n relenting, quench’d the raging fires 
.Of tffli tuat hate from England’s happy shore . 

. The peaceful seas two lovely sisters bore. 2 

-fearing' the hairs of his beard. •.-And,'in good 1 faith, ray good friend, 
it is holtor that he should do so to himself - titan to us ; the man 
>ii'ho thus plucks liis own beard, would, be much, better pleased to 
do so to others.’’ The writer of this letter, though a prelate, fought 
at tlw.Imttlc of Aljnbarotft,'.where he received on the face a, large-wound; 

v * The.- J&tiatt .days 'btf heroes 'old ordain'd .—As a certain ' proof. 

■ (»t tijn victory, it was required.-.by the honour of these ages, that the 
/.-wi-or: Ktinuld encamp-three days on - the. field ol -battle;. • By -.this 

-. }{rut'-!it-wrant.rv the advantages which ought - to have, been pursued 
..Wi'Vf: frequently lost. Don John, 'however,.though ho.complied with 
the. 'roigntftg ideas nf honour, -sent Bon Nunio, with a proper army, to 
' reap-t«p-fruits’of-his victory;. ■ ■ . 

■. 1 ,ioinv : ol Portugal, -about--a -year- after the battle of Aljubarota, 
y{hv, I , mltp]>n..-elilest daughter o{-,Tohn of-(>aunt, dime of Lancaster, 

• :srm - tii ■■ Edward'• Hi.--who'.-assisted- the king, his- son-in-law, in an 
i- i , , mi*< i srtlt* , id it the » nd o 1 tne campaign, pru i id 

< >n \ H'j i,» ( i uSv ii Us 1 ’ ccs tm thi m' 1 lint tins c i- p < - 
. VenKsT-by the' marriage ofliis 'ybfmfce'st.' daughter.- Catalina, with Don 
H ,>ji ilti t own tin King It < a-tik 'J 1 i-iwi. m J’oir.u,.! t a 
t 1 , u'Ui'd <■! .Ikiti. and iidncod the citie- of '1 n ,.nd !*vl\ Ji'vm 
\ f'l • i hotiid Ain’t tin fttulol ( vu v h nu hAw 1 i t ^ir 

i » ), [J d x itli hi >g ul Vntu_.il Jju *ift tb ]n i u , i 
thati.'Wn i'u ed bn (mre via> now piol'U.gtd fui ntt- • •*» }i r-. 
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The rival monarclis to the nuptial bed, 

■In joyful hour, tho royal virgins led, 

And holy peace assum’d hex’blissful reign, 

Again the peasant joy’d, the landscape smiled again. 

But, John’s brave breast to warlike cares inur’d, 

With conscious shame the sloth of ease endu’rd, 

When not a foe awak’d his rage in Spain, . 

The valiant hero brav’d the foamy main; 

The first, nor meanest, of our kings who boi-e 
The Lusian thunders to the Afric shore. 

O’er the wild waves the victor-banners flow’d; 

Their silver wings a thousand, eagles show’d ; 

And, proudly swelling to the whistling gales," 

The seas -were whiten’d with .a thousand sails.- 
Beyond the columns by Alcides 1 plac’d 
To bound the world, the zealous warrior pass’d. 

The shrines of Hagax’s race, the shrines of lust, 

And moon-crown’d mosques lay smoking in the dust. 

O'er Abyla’s high steep his lance he rais’d, 

On Ceuta's lofty towers his standard blaz’d: 

Ceuta, the refuge of the traitor-train, 

His vassal now, insures, the peace of Spain. - 

But ah, how soon the blaze of glory dies! a . 

Illustrious John ascends his native skies. 

and, though- not-strictly, kept, yet, at last the influence uf the English- 
queen, Catalina,.prevailed, and a long peace, happy for both kingdoms,■ 
ensued, - 

1 .The Pillars of Hercules, or Straits of. Gibraltar.—-Ad. 

; 2 The character of this great prince claims a place in these notes, 
as it affords a comment on the-enthusiasm of Ganxoens, who has made- 
him the hero of Iris episode. Iiis birth, excellent education, and 
masterly, conduct when regent, have already been.mentioned. . The 
same justice, prudence, and. heroism always’ accompanied him when 
Icing. He had the art to. join the' most winning affability;withall ; 
the .manly dignity of the sovereign. To thosd’who were his friends; 
when, a private man, lux was particularly attentive. His nobility 
dined at his table, he frequently ma've visits to them, and iufrodiief'd 
among them the taste for, and the love of, letters. As -hoffoitutlfd' 
advantages of educatiqn, he took the utmost care of that, of his 
children.- He.had mafe: sons,.and he himself often instructed them 
in solid and useful ftpwledge, and was amply repaid: He.litcdAd 
sue them men, men of parts and of . action, whose only emulation, xvas 
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/Thy nation proffer’d, and the foe with joy, 

Eor Geuta’s towers, prepar’d to yield the boy; 

The princely hostage nobly spurns the tliought 
Of freedom, and of life so. dearly .'bought: . 

The raging vengeance of the Moors defies, 

(fives to the .clanking- chains In's limbs, and dies ;;::y ; -' 7 
A dreary prison-death. Let noisy fame' /y y 

No more nnequall’d hold her Godrus’ name ; 

Her Regnlus, her Curtins boast no more, . ; . 

i\ or those the honour'd Decian name who bore. 

The splendour of a court, to them unknown, 

Exchang’d for deathful Rate’s most awful frown, " 

To distant times, through every land, shall blaze 
The self-devoted Lusian’s nobler praise. 

How, to the tomb the hapless king descends, . 

His son, Alonzo, brighter fate attends. 

Alonzo ! dear to Lusus’ race the name ; 

Hor his the meanest in the rolls of fame. ; "■■■’ 

His might resistless, prostrate Afric own’d, 1 
Beneath his yoke the Mauritanians 1 groan’d. 

And, still they groan beneath the Lusian sway, 

’Twas his, in victor-pomp, to bear away 1 

The golden apples from Hesperia’s shore, - ' - 

Which but the son of Jove had snatch’d before, 

and admiration, nor is there good proof Hint he received any verv 
rigorous treatment; the contrary... is rather to be inferred from the. 
romantic.notions of military honour which then prevailed among the;. 
Moors. Don Fernand is to this day esteemed as a saint arid martyr 
in Portugal, and his memory is commemorated.- on the il fill .of .Time. 
King Edward reigned only five .years■ and a month.. He was the:: 
most eloquent man in his dominions, spoke and wrote Latin elegantly,: 
was author of several books, .one on horsemanship, in which "art he 
excelled. He was brave m the held, active m business. and rendered 
his country infinite service by reducing tlieulaws to a. regular Code, 
He was knight, of the Order of,the Garter, which honour was.conferred 
upon him by his- cousin, Henry R, of England, In one ihstailce he 
.gave great offence to the superstitions ’ populace: He ddspise'd. the 
advice of a Jew astrologer, who entreated him to delay his cortmatidh 
because the stars tlnfe-day- were unfavourahie. : /Po this the misfortune 
of Tangier was ascribed, and (he people were always on the alarm, as 
if some terrible disaster were impending over them. 

1 The Moors. 
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The palm, and laurel, round his temples bound, 
display'd his triumphs on the Moorish ground. 
When proud Arzilla’s strength, Alcazer’s towers, 
And Tingia, boastful of her num’rous powers, 
Beheld their adamantine walls o’erturn’d, 

Their ramparts levell’d, and their temples burn’d. 
Great was the day : the meanest sword that fought 
Beneath the Lusian flag such wonders wrought 
As from the muse might challenge endless fame, 
Though low their station, and untold their name. 


Now, stung with wild ambition’s madd’ning fires, 
To proud Castilia’s throne the king 1 aspires. 

The Lord of Arragon, from Cadiz’ walls, 

And hoar Pyrene’s 2 sides his legions calls ; 

The num’rous legions to his standard throng, 

And war, with horrid strides, now stalks along. 
With emulation fir’d, the prince 3 beheld 
His warlike sire ambitious of the field; 

Scornful of ease, to aid his arms he sped, 

Nor sped in vain : The raging combat-bled : 
Alonzo’s ranks with carnage gor’d, Dismay 
Spread her cold wings, and shook his firm array; 

To flight she hurried; while, with brow serene, 

The martial boy beheld the deathful scene. 

With curving movement o’er the field he rode, 

Th’ opposing troops his wheeling squadrons mow’d: 
The purple dawn, and evening sun beheld 
His tents encamp’d assert the conquer’d field. 

Thus, when the ghost of Julius 4 hover’d o’er 
Philippi’s plain, appeas’d with Roman gore, 
Octavius’ legions left the field in flight, 

While happier Marcus triumph’d in the fight. 


1 When Henry IV. of, Castile died, he declared that the infanta 

Joanna, was his heiress, in preference to his sister, Donna Isabella, 
married to Don Ferdinand, son to the King of Arragon. In hopes to 
attain the kingdom of Castile, Don Alonzo, king of Portugal, obtained 
a dispensation from the pope to marry his niece, Doma Joanna. 
After a bloody war, the ambitious views of Aleppo and his courtiers 
were defeated. ,) * 

2 Tin. Pirrr>ner>a which semrate Franco from boain.— ha. 
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When endless night had seal'd his mortal eyes, 

And brave Alonzo's spirit sought the skies. ‘ 

r J.he second of the name, the valiant John, 

Onr thirteenth monarch, now ascends the throne. 

lo seize immortal lame, his mighty mind, ; 

(What man had never dnr’d before), design’d; 

That glorious labour which 1 now pursue^ 

Through seas unsail’d to find the shores that view 
The day-star, rising from his wat’ry bed, 

The urst. grey beams of infant morning shed. 

Selected messengers his will: obey ;A AA.A: kW T 

through Spain and France they hold their vent'rous wa v. 
Through Italy they reach the port that gave 
I he fair Parthenope 1 an honour'd grave : 2 
1.hat shore which oft has felt the servile chain,' ; 

Ant. now smiles happy in the care of Spain. * 

how, from the port the brave advcntTers bore. ■ j 

And cut. the billows of the .Rhodian shore ; ’ ■ 

.jSow,. reach the strand-where noble Poinpey-Mfied ; 

And now, repair’d with rest, to Memphis sped ; 

And now, ascending by the vales of .bale, ’ •; 

(Whose waves pour fatness o’er the grateful soil), 

Through Ethiopia's peaceful dales they stray. 

IV here their glad eyes Messiah’s rites * servev : 

Ainl now they pass the fam’d Arabian flood, ' ) 

Whose waves ol olu in. wondrous ridges stood. V .) 

While Israel’s favour’d race the sable' 6 bottom trod : ■ j ■ 
Behind them, glist’ning to the morning skies. : . ' : 

The mountains nam’d from Ishmael’s offspring «rise; - 
How, round their steps the blest Arabia spreads " - 

Her groves of .odour, and Iter balmy meads ; - • 

And. every breast, inspir'd with glee, inhales 
The grateful fragrance of SabseaT gales: 


:.. hNaples. ..... 

- Panlienope was one of the Byrons, fairasrerf becanso she ronh 
. not allure Idysses* she threfr herself .into the sea. [Her corpse wa 
, tin oven .asboie, and buried when? Naples now stands." 

■ 3 .-..The epast of .Alexandria, ’ ■■ f' 

4 Among the Ck-hiiinis of Abvssmin. 

5 Bandy, the $/»rh sable == siud.— DK 

Li'.'*. The Xabatheda mountains; so. named from Nahaoth, the sonbi 
Ishmael. • ■/ "'v'-- A 
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Now, past the Persian gulf their route ascends 
Where Tigris’ wave with proud Euphrates blends; 
Illustrious streams, where still the native shows 
Where BabeVs haughty tower unfinish’d rose: 

, From thence, through climes unknown, their daring course 
' Beyond where Trajan forced his way, they force ; 1 
Carmanian hordes, and Indian tribes they saw, 

And many a barb’rous rite, and many a law 2 
; Their search explor’d; hut, to their native shore, 

. Enrich’d with knowledge, they return’d no more. 

The glad completion of the fate’s decree, 

Kind Heaven reserv’d, Emmanuel, for thee. 

The crown, and high ambition of thy 3 sires, 

To thee descending, wak’d thy latent fires, 

; And, to command the sea from pole to pole. 

With restless wish inflam’d thy mighty soul. 

I Now, from the sky, the sacred light withdrawn, 

O'er heaven’s clear azure shone the stars of dawn, 

Deep silence spread her gloomy wings around, 

And human griefs were wrapp’d in sleep profound. 

The monarch slumber’d on bis golden bed, 
j Yet, anxious cares possess’d his thoughtful head ; 

His gen’rous soul, intent on public good, 

The glorious, duties of his birth review’d. 

When, sent by Heaven, ^ sacred dream inspir’d 
His lab’ring mind, and with its radiance fir’d: 

High to the clouds his tow’ring head was rear’d, 

New worlds, and nations fierce, and strange, appear’d; 

I The purple dawning o’er the mountains flow’d, 

The forest-boughs with yellow splendour glow’d ; 

High, from the steep, two copious glassy streams 
-; Roll’d down, and glitter’d in the morning beams ; 

'■i 1 Beyond whrre Troian .—The Emperor Trajan extended the bounds 

i of the Roman Empire m thefhast tar bevond any ot his predecessors, 

f His conquests reached to the river Tigns,*tear which stood the city 

of C'tcsiplion, winch lie subdued. The Homau historians boasted that 
India was entirely conquered by him; but they could oitfy mean 
Arabia Felix.—\ id. Burn. Oass; Kusob. I’liron. p, 21^, 

3 Fninumurl was cousin to the lute king, John II. afcd grandson to 
king Edward, son ot John 1. 
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Hers, various monsters of the wild were seen, 

And birds of plumage azure, scarlet, green : 

Mere, various herbs, and flow’rs of various bloom ; 
There, black as nitrht. the forest’s horrid gloom, 
Whose shaggy brakes, by human- step untrod, 

1 kirken’d the glaring lion’s dread abode. 

Here, as the monarch fix'd his wond’ring eyes, 

Two hoary fathers from the streams arise 
Their aspect rustic, yet, a reverend grace 
Appear’d majestic on tlicir wrinkled face: 

Their tawny beards uncomb’d, and sweepv long, 
Adown their knees in shaggy ringlets lmng; 

From every lock the crystal drops distil, 

And batlie their limbs, as in a trickling rill; 

Gav wreaths of flowers, of fruitage, and of boughs, 
(Nameless in Europe), crown’d their furrow'd brows 
'Bent o’er bis staff,, more silver’d o’er withyears, : 
Worn until a longer wav, the ono appears ; . 

Who now slow beck’ning with his-wither'd hand. 

As now advanc’d before the king they stand 

“ 0 thou, whom worlds to Europe yet unknown.!, 
Are doom’d to yield, and dignify thy crown.;-.., 

To thee our golden shores the hales decree: 

Our necks, ..uiibow’d before, shall bend to thee. 

Wide thro’ the world resounds our wealthy fame; y 
Haste, speed thy prows, that fated wealth to claim. 
From Paradise my hallow’d waiters spring; 

The sacred Ganges I, my brother king * . 

Tli’ illustrious author 1 of the Indian name: 

Yet, toil shall languish, and the tight shall flame ; 

Our fairest lawns with streaming gore shall smoke, , 
Ere yet our shoulders bend beneath the yoke ; 

But. thou shaft conquer: all thine eyes survey, 

With all our various tribes, shall own thy sway.” 

He spoke.; and, meffcin^. in a silv’ry stream, , 

Both disappear'd; when wakintr Jrom his dream, 

The wdnd’rino' monarch, thriH’cl with ‘awe divine, , 
Weighs in big-lofty thoughts the sacred sign. . 

5 The river Indue, which gave name to India. 











The ghastly realms of. death, could man invade, 

For you my steps should trace the. ghastly shade.” 

While thus, with loyal zeal, my bosom swell'd, 
That panting zeal my prince with joy beheld: 
■Honour’d with gifts I stood, but, honour’d more 
By that esteem my joyful sovereign bore. 

That gen’rous praise which fires the soul of worth, 
And gives new virtues unexpected.birth,- . y 
That -praise, e’en now, my heaving bosom fires,. 
Inflames my courage, and each wish inspires. 

Mov’d by affection, and allur’d by fame, 

A gallant youth, who bore the dearest name, 
Panins, my brother, boldly su’d to share 
My toils, my.dangers,- and my fate in war; 

And, brave Ooello urg’d the hero’s claim 
To dare each hardship, and to join otir fame: 

For glory both with restless ardour bnrn’d, 

And silken ease for horrid danger spurn’d : 

Alike renown*d in council, or in field. 

The snare to baffle, or the sword to wield. 

Through Lisbon’s youth the kindling ardour rain, 
And bold ambition thrill’d from man to man; 

And each; the. meanest of the ventTous band. 

With gifts stood honour’d by the sov’reign’s hand. : 
IleavcnH what a fnry s well'd each warrior’s breast, 
When each, in turn, the smiling king address’d ! ‘ 

Fir'd by his words the direst toils they scorn’d, ; 
And, with the horrid lust of danger fiercely buru’d. 

With such bold rage the youth of Mvnia glow'd, 
.When the first keel the Fnvine surges plough’d : 
When, bravely vont’rons for the golden fleece, 
■Gracious Argo 1 sail’d from wood'ring Greece. 
Where Tago’s yellow stgeano the harbour laves, 

And slowly mingles with the ocean waves, 

1 Orac’ioit? Arjjo. —According to the fable. iho vessel 
. Argonauts .spokh and prophesied. See 'Z7 ie Argonautics of iVi 
lihodius.— L'd. . : J 
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Then, breathing 1 fix’d resolves, my daring mates 
March to the ships, while pour'd from Lisbon’s gates, 
Thousands on thousands crowding, press along, 

A woful, weeping,'melancholy throng. 

A thousand whiie-rob'd priests our steps attend, 

And prayers, and holy vows io Benv’n ascend: 

A scene so solemn, and the tender woe 
Of parting friends, constrain’d my tears to flow. 

To'weigh'our anchors from our native shore— : V 
To dare new oceans never dar’d before— V 

Perhaps to see mv native coast no more—• ) 

■ Forgive, 0 king, if as a man I feel, 

I bear no bosom of obdurate steel—-- 

(The godlike hero here suppress’d the sigh, ; v ; ■ 

And wip’d the tear-drop from; his manly eye ; 

Then, thus resuming)—All the'peopled shore 
An awful, silent look of anguish wore ; . ' 

Affection, friendship, all the kindred ties . .. /■ 

Of spouse and.parent languish’d in their eyes:. 

As men they never should again behold, 

Selt-offer’d victims to destruction sold, 

On us they fix’d the eager look of -woe, 

While tears o'er ev’ry cheek began to flow: • 

When thus aloud, "Alas ! my son, my son,” 

A hoary sire exclaims, oh ! whither run. 

My heart’s sole joy, my trembling age’s stay: 

To yield-thy limbs the. dread sea-ruonster's prey ! v 
To .seek thy Imrial in the raging wave, ! 

And leave me cheerless sinking to the grave! 

AViis it for this 1 watch’d thy tender years, 

And bore each fever of a father's fears 1 
Alas, my boy!”—His voice is beard no more, 

The female shriek resounds along the shore *. ■ 

With hair disheveli’d. through ihe yielding crowd 
A lovely bride spring? on. and screams aloud ; 

£> Oh ! where, my husband, whore to seas unknown, 

Where wouldst thou fly, nr^aud my love disown! 

con venissenty fuit ab . omnibus in scaphis deduntus. Neque solum' 
■homines.religiose srfr reliqur omnes-voce.maxima-cum lacmins a 
precabantur, ut bwu.et prospere iha tanvpeneulnsa navisratio ormulms 
eveinret, etumversi re bene gcstamncolumes m patnam refluent. 
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And wilt thou, cruel, to the deep consign 
That valued life, the joy, the soul of mine 1 
And must our loves, and all the kindred train 
Of rapt eudearments, all expire in vain! 

1 All the dear transports of the warm embrace, 

“• When mutual love inspir’d each raptur’d face ! 

' v ' Must all, alas ! be scatter’d in the wind. 

Nor thou bestow one ling’ring look behind ! ” 

Such, the ’lorn parents’ and the spouses’ woes, 

Such, o’er the strand the voice of wailing rose; 

From breast to breast the soft contagion crept, 

Moved by the woful sound the children wept; 

The mountain-echoes catch the big swoli’n sighs. 

And, through the dales, prolong the matron’s cries; 

The yellow sands with tears are silver’d o’er, 

Our fate the mountains and the beach deplore. 

Yet, firm we march, nor turn one glance aside 
On hoary parent, or on lovely bride. 

Though glory fir’d our hearts, too well we knew 
What soft affection, and what love conld do. 

The last embrace the bravest worst can bear: 

The bitter yearnings of the parting tear 
Sullen we shun, unable to sustain 
The melting passion of such tender pain. 

Now, on the lofty decks, prepar’d, we stand, 

, When, tow’ring o’er the crowd that veil’d the strand, 

A reverend figure 1 fix’d each wond’ring eye. 

And, beck’ning thrice, he wav’d his hand on high, 

* By this old man is personified the populace of Portugal. The 
endeavours to discover tho East Indies by the Southern Ocean, ft*r 
about eighty years had been the favourite topic of complaint, anti 
never was anv measure of government more unpopular than thv 
. expedition of Gasia. Kitynamiel’s council were almost unanimous 
\ against the attempt. Some dreaded thtvintio 1 action of wealth, and 
its attendants, luxury and effeminacy • while others affirmed, that w*» 
adequate advantages* could arise from so perilous and remote a naviga¬ 
tion. The expressions of the thousands who crowded the *hore when 
Gama gave his sails to the wind, are thus express'd by Osoriua: “A 
multis tumen interim is fictus ntquo Jnmentatio /lebat, un funns 
efferre viderentur. Sic cnim dicebant: En quo miseros mortals 
provexifc enpiditas et ambitio? Potuitne grnvius supplicium hotniutbun 
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And thrice his hoary curls he sternly shook, 

While grief and anger mingled in his look : 

Then, to its height his falt’ring voice he rear’d, 

And through the fleet these awful words were heard : 1 

“ G frantic thirst of honour and of fame, 

The crowd’s blind tribute, a fallacious name: 

What stings, what plagues, what secret, scourges curs’d, 
Torment those bosoms where thy pride is nurs’d! 

What dangers threaten, and what.deaths destroy 
’The hapless youth, whom thy vain gleams decoy ! 

istis constitui, si in se scelestum e.liquod fncinus ndmisissent ? Est 
euim illis ininiensi maris longitudo peragranda, iluctus humane? dif- 
tieillima navigatione superandi, vita* discrimen in locis' -hitinitis. 
obenndmn. Non fait multo tolorabilius. in terra qnovis genere mortis- 
absumi,,qnsuii turn procul is. patria marinis Huctibus sepeliri. H»ec at, 
aba multa in bane sontentiam dicebant, cum omnia multo tristioru. 
lingere prremetu cogerentur.” The tender emotion and'fixed resolu¬ 
tion of Gama, and the earnest passion of the multitudes on the shore, 
are thus added by the same venerable historian: “ Gamatamen quiainvis 
iaerymas suorum desiderio funderei., rei tamen bene gerendio lidneia 
eonbrmatus, alacriter in navem Jaustis ominibus .oouscendit. 

Qui in' ii it ore consistebant, non prius abscedere voluerunt, qniuu 
naves vento sccnndo plenissimis vclis ab : omnium conspectu rembtiw 
EUnt.” b'J' 

J . More literally rendered by Capt. R. Burton:— 

-■:—He spoke 

. From a full heart, and skill’d in worldly lore,. 

In deep, slow tones this .solemn warning, fraught Ay. 
With wisdom, bv long-suffering only taught: . b : ' \ , 

1 0 passion of dominion! O fond lust 
Of that poor vanity which men call fame ! 

0 treaoh’rous appetite, whose highest gust 
' Is vulgar breath that taketh honour’s name! 

O fell ambition, terrible but just . - . . . . 

Art tliou to breasts that cherish, most thy.flame! c 

Brief life for them is peril, storm, and rage; 

This world a lie'll and death their heritage. 

“‘Shrewd prodigal I whose riot, is the dearth 
Of states and principalities oppress’d, . ■ 

Plunder and rape ark of thy loathly birth, 

( ,Thon art alike of life ami soul the post. 
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] i\ thee, dire tyrant of (lie noble mind, 

What dreadful woes are pour’d on human kind : 
Kingdoms and empires in confusion burl’d, 

What streams of gore have drench’d the hapless world 
’ : 'bou dazzling meteor, vain as fleeting air, 

'Yhati new-dread lioi’ror dost thou now prepare ! 

1 ligh sounds thy voice of India’s pearly shore, 

Of endless triumphs and of countless store: 

Ol other worlds so tower’d thy swelling boast, 

0;iv golden dreams when Paradise was lost, 

When tin tiig promise sirep'd the world in gore, 

,\ud -■ injj)lf■ innocence was known no more. 

.">ud say. bus fame so dear, so dazzling charms? 

.M ust bridal hommess, and the trade of arms, 

1 i '.moeivf, and laurels riipp’d in blood, be priz’d, 
lit iViiilVlife is scorn’d, and all its joys despis’d ? 

■vnd say. does, zeal for holy faith inspire 
i, IVi sprca.d its mandates, thy avow’d desire ? , 

!■tehidd -the Hagarene 1 in-armour stands, 

I rrea.dfi-ou-'tby'b6rders,.andthe-foedemauds.:'- 
irand miles own his loidly sway, 

-thousand various shores his nod obey. . 
fimonghnf] these regions, all these cities, scorn’d 
{,- Mjv religion, and thine altars spurn’d. 

A foe renown’ll in arms the brave require ;. 

T?ifit high-plum’d foe, renown’d for martial tire, 

A ''Before-tliy-jgatb^'his shining spear displays,;.. 
c " : *,VMist'tlioti' wonldst fondly dare the wat’ry maze, 

- -Knfeeblfld' lea'vn thy native: land-behind, 

■ ; On shores unknown a- foe unknown, to find. ' 

0!i! madness of ambition ! thus to dare 
Dfingers so fj’uitless. so remote a war! ,. 

■ fi fuii- inimo’s vain flattery may thy name adorn, : 

•*• A nri thy proiui titles on her flag he borne: - ; 

; 1, i 1 > d a' P( i in flya. of India lord, 

= {}'<iv Ethiopia’s vast., and Araby adtfbd!, 

A ' 

!i < 'r.r-’d hr, the mini who first on floating wood. • 

A borsook t’nc beach, and braved..the treach'ieus flood ! 
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Oh ! never, never may the sacred Nine, 1 
To crown his brows, the hallow'd wreath entwine; 

Nor may his name to future times resound: 

Oblivion be his meed, and hell profound ! 

Curs’d be the wretch, the lire of heaven who stole, 

And with ambition first debauch’d the soul ! 

TV hat woes, Prometheus, 2 walk the frighten’d earth i 
To what dread slaughter has thy-pride giv'n birth ! 

On proud Ambition’s pleasing gales upborne, 

One boasts to guide the chariot of the morn ; 

And one on treach’rons: pinions soaring high, 3 
O’er ocean’s waves dar’d sail, the liquid sky : 

Dash'd from their height they mourn'd their blighted aim: 
One gives a river, one a sea the name ! 

Alas ! the poor reward of that gay meteor, fame ! 

Yet, such the fury of the mortal race, 

Though fame’s fair promise ends in foul disgrace, 

Though conquest still the victor’s hope betrays. 

The prize a shadow, or a rainbow-blaze. 

Yet, still through fire and raging seas they inn 
To catch the gilded shade, and sink undone i ” 

1 The Muses,— Ed, 

2 Prometheus is said to have stolon fire from heaven .—JfJ 

3 A]haling- to the fables of Phaeton ami Jearm; the former 

having obtained from Helios, his father, permission to ruide tlm 
chariot of the sun for one day,. nearly set the- world oh the. Tib 
perished m the river Eridauus (the Po.) Jcarus. the sun bavin- 
melted the wax with.which his wings were cemented, fell into that 1 
part of the iEgcan which, from his misfortune, was colled the lean a a 
Qea.—JM. . 
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’ thewmvo mUm latitude of the Cape Apr uition 
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rtory of. the Gape-giant told him.by G-ama. p , of 'Good 

vov.lge continued; arrival of the expedition f> e 
!’roinifte.; pass by the ports of Mozambique and Mombas, ami 
ul. Melinda. 

niTHILE on the beach the hoary father stood, 

\Y And spoke the murmurs of the: multitude, 

\Vi> spread t,he canvas to the rising gales, 

■'"no of-ntlu winds distend the snowy sails. 

As from our den-r-lov'd native shore we fly 
Our volive shouts, redoubled, rend the sky 
s,u-,^ cne.eess! ” far echoes o’er the ode. 

While nui WciA into (he foamy waves divide. 

Ibom Leo 1 now, the lordly starfot day, 
fnl ouselv blazing, shot his fvAoestray ; 

When. slowly gliding from our wishfid eyes, r 
The human mountains mingled with the skies; 


- The sun : 


li the constellation Leo in July.-Ed. 




r ! age's lov’d stream, and Cintra’s 1 mountains cold 
Him fading now. we now no more behold; 

And, still with, yearning hearts our eyes explore. 

Till one dim speck of land appears no more. 

Our native soil now far behind, we ply 

The lonely dreary waste of seas, and boundless sky 

Through the wild deep our vent’rous navy boro. 

Where but our Henry plough’d the wave before ; a 
The verdant .islands, first by him descried, 

Wo pass'd; and, now in prospect op’ning wide, 
bar to the left, increasing on the view,. 

1lose Mauritania’s 8 hills of paly blue :' ; 

bar to the right the restless ocean roar’d, 

■Whose bounding surges never keel explor’d: 

If bounding shore (as reason deems) divide . 

The vast Atlantic from the Indian tide. 4 

. Nam’d from her woods/’ with fragrant.bowers adorn’d. 
From fair Madeira’s purple coast we turn’d: 5 : 

Gyprus and Paphos’ vales the smiling loves 
flight leave with joy for fair ^Madeira's groves ; 

A shore so flow'ry. and so sweet an air, 

V enus might build her dearest temple there. 

Onward we pass Massilia’s barren strand, 

A waste of wither’d grass and burning sand : 

A\ here.his thin herds the meagre native leads. 

Where not a riv’let laves the doleful meads: 

A or herds, nor fruitage deck the woodland maze; 

.-O’er the wild waste the stupid ostrich strays, 

In devious search to pick her scanty meal, 

Whose fierce digestion gnaws the temper'd steel. 

From the green verge, where Tigitania ends, 

To Ethiopia’s line the dreary wild extends. 

■ The Sena deCintra. situated about la miles N.W. of Lisbon.— Ed. 
‘ See the life of Don Henry, prince of Portugal, in the preface. 

' Morocco. ' C 

4 The discovery of some of ti. e West Indian islands bv Columbus was 
made in 1402 and 3403. His dir-overv of the continent of America 
via not till libS. The fleet of (,ava sailed fioin tlm Turin m t thT. 

'■ Called''by the imeicnts hmite: Pw-pimm’.T. Now Madeira, and 
.Porto Santo.'. The iormer was- so named by Juan Gonzales, and 
Tristan Vaz, from the Spanish word madera, wood. These discoverer* 
wore sent out by the-great Don Henry. 





Xow, past the limit, which his course divides, 

When to the north the sun’s bright chariot rides, 

\Vc leave the winding bays and swarthy shores, 

Where Senegal's black wave impetuous roars; 

A flood, whose course a thousand tribes surveys, 

The tribes who blacken’d in the fiery blaze 
When Phaeton, devious from the solar height, 

Gave Afrift’s sons the sable hue of night. 

And now, from lar the Libyau cape is seen, 

Now bv my mandate named the Cape oi Green ; 2 
Whore, mi'd-h the billows of the ocean, smiles 
A iiow’ry sister-train, the happy isles , -1 
Our onward prows the murm’ring surges lave ; 

And now, our vessel* plough the gentle wave, 
j Whore the blue islands, named of Hesper old, 

| rhcii Jruitfnl bosoms to the deep unfold. 

! ! Here, changeful Nature shows her various face, 

'vi iVolics o’er the slopes with wildest grace : 
i Here, our bold fleet their pond’rous anchors threw, 

: The sickly cherish, and our stores renew, 
i From him, the warlike guardian pow’r of Spain. 

| Whoso spear’s dread lightning o’er th’ embattled plain 
:jit« oft o'erwheim’d the Moors in dire dismay, 

Amt fix’d the fortune of the doubtful day; 

Prom him we name our station of repair, 

And'dago’s name that isle shall ever bear. 

■f ! ir northern winds now curl’d the black’ning main, 

-• (Tar sails unfurl’d, we plough the tide again: 

Hound Afric's coast our winding course we steer, 
Wh'-re, bending to the east, the shores appear, 
ileiv dalofo * its wide extent displays, 

And \.is’ Alandmga shows its mnu’rous bays; 


' The, Tropic of Cancer.— Bl. 

- 0:iUed bv Ptolemy f'npvt Amnarivm. now Cape \ enie. 
■■■■s' Gpnarips. ealled l*y the ancients- Insulas■Fortunate. 
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Whose mountains’ sides, though pareh’d and barren, hold, 
In copious store, the seeds of beamy gold. 1 
■The Gambia bore bis serpent-journey takes, 

.And, thro’ the lawns, a thousand windings makes ; 

A. thousand swarthy tribes his current laves 
Ere mix his waters with th’ Atlantic waves. 

The Gorgades we pass’d, that hated shore, 2 
Earn’d for its terrors by the bards of yore ; 

Where but one eye by Phorcns’ daughters shar’d, 

The ’lorn beholders into marble star’d ; 

Three dreadful sisters! down whoso temples roll'd 
Their hair of snakes in many a hissing fold. 

And, sea,tt’ring horror o’er the dreary strand.^ 

With swarms of vipers sow’d the burning sand. 
iStill to the south our pointed keels we guide, 

And, thro’ the austral gulf, still onward ride .- : 

Her palmy forests mingling with the skies, 

Leona’s 3 rugg’.d steep behind us flies: 

The Gape of Palms 4 that jutting- land we name, 

Already conscious of our nation’s 5 fame. 

far navigable. It carries more water, and runs with less noise than: 
the other, though filled with many rivers which water the country of. 
Mandinga. Both rivers are branches of the Niger. Their waters 
have this remarkable quality: when mixed together they operate as 
an emetic, but when separate do not. They abound'with great 
variety of fishes, and; their banks are covered .with horses, crocodiles, 
winged serpents, elephants, ounces, wild boars, with great numbers of 
■ others,.wouderful for the variety of their nature and"different forms. 
--Fakia y Sousa. , 

■ ‘ Timlmdu, the mart of Mandinga gold, was greatly resorted to by the 
merchants of Grand.Cairo* Tonis, Oran, Tlcroieen,.Fez, Morocco,Ate. 

- < Antra boo promontorium (Hespcrioncerasl Gorgades insula; 

: narrantur, Gorgonum quondam 'domns, -bidni • navigatiorie-distantoV w- 
roiitinente, ut trad it Xenophon Lnmpimeenus. JVnutrnvit in <m» 
Hanno Pmnorum imperator, prodiditquo hirta feeminarum corpora v'i ms-' 
jarniicitate evasisso. duarumque .Gorgonum cutes argument! et mimcnli 
gratia in Junoni.s templo posuit.speet.atas usque ad Curlhagmem 
captain.— I'ljn. Hist, Nat. 1. 6. c. 31. ‘ " ' 

Sierm Leone. ■„ 4 Cape I'nhnns —7M, 

'■ During the reign of John $1, the Tortugnose nrwtod several 
but-, and aequmd gnat powa m die c'ten-ne uginns <>t (.imua 
Azambuja,a lDrtuguese captain, havingobtained leave from (kmutiansa,' 
a negro, prince, to ere4 a fort, on-his. territories,, an unlucky: accident 
hud almost proved fytal to the discoverers. A huge rook lay very com¬ 
modious for a quarry; the workmen began on it; but thi.-, rock,As the 
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s against our bulwarks roar 
Hook the bending shore : 

>■ to tlie constant blast, 
Thomas nam’d wo pass'd: 
realm beiiore us rose, 
s' limpid billow flows ; 
o never seen, , 
o’er tli e banks of green, 1 
heroes, through the night 
>nr>3 1 he mental light. 


; as southward thus ire stray, 
vkuown ihe wat’ry way. 
press’d wifk solemn awe, 
i-native skies withdraw, 

;.se their cheering beams, 
the pole-star gleams. 
iere the car of day 
and pour’d the downward ray : 
faith ' of ancient lore ; 
pears no more.. 
ito’s' .star retire , 
mw’d by Juno’s ire. 

rnecl to be a negro god. The Portuguese 
d worshippers,'who were afterwards wit] 
ion of such, presents ns they most esfet 
ving brought an ambassador from. Cm 
istrueted iu the faith.. By ..this -meat 
100,000 of the people wore. baptized 
chimihos built.. . Soon after, the princ< 
was baptized bv the ,imino.:of Alonzo. 
10, however, would not receive the fait 
•tid only one Wife, turned apostate, at 
on. who, with a great army,.-surround 
ed.by some Portuguese and Christian 1 
By ’fhe hrayery of.these, however, Au 
slain. One of. Aquitiuio’s officers de< 
Hie thirty-seven .Christians,' but by. ad 
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Here, while the sun his polar journeys takes, 

His visit doubled, double season makes ; 

Stem winter twice deforms the changeful year, 

And twice the spring’s gay flowers their honours real 
Now, pressing onward, past the burning zone, 

Beneath another heaven and stars unknown, 

Unknown to heroes and to sages old, 

With southward prows our pathless course we hold: 

Here, gloomy night assumes a darker reign, 

And fewer stars emblaze the heavenly plain ; 

Fewer than those that gild the northern pole, 

And o’er our seas their glitt'ring chariots roll: 

While nightly thus, the lonely seas we brave,-• \ 

Another pole-star 1 rises o’er the wave : ■ 

Full to the south a shining cross 2 appears, 

Our heaving breasts the blissful omen cheers : 

Seven radiant stars compose the hallow’d sign 
That rose still higher o’er the wavy brine. 

Beneath this southern axle of the world 
Never, with daring search, was flag unfurl’d ; 

Nor pilot knows if bounding shores are plac’d, . 

Or, if one dreary sea o’erflow the lonely waste. 

While ihus our keels still onward boldly sf ray’d, 

Now toss’d by tempests, now by calms delay'd, 

To tell the terrors of the deep untried, - 

What toils we suffer’d, and what storms defied; 

•What, rattling -deluges -the black clouds.pour’d, : 

What dreary weeks of solid darkness lower’d : 

She- fled to the woods, where she was delivered of- a son. -Juno 
changed them into hears, and Jupiter placed them in heaven, where 
they form the constellations of Ursa Major and Minor. Juno, still 
enraged, entreated Thetis.never to sufferCnlisto to bathe in the sea. 
This is founded on. the . appearance of the northern pole star, to Jho 
inhabitants of our : hemisphere; but, wkm Gama approached! the 
austral pole, the northern, of consequence, disappeared under the waves. 
1 The Southern Cross. > t 

: 2 The constellation of the southern, pole w r as called The C/wt by the 
Portuguese sailors, f-om the appearance of that ligure formed by seven 
stir- In the soiUTk rn In tntvpl < h\ a~ (..nitMi'. cIn ru>i the mghf* 
are daiker than in the northern, the skies being adorned with much 
fewer stars. 
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What mountain-surge's mountain-surges lash’d, 

What sudden hurricanes the canvas clash’d ; 

What bursting lightnings, with incessant flare, 

Kindled, in one wide flame, the burning air : 

What roaring thunders bellow’d o’er our head, 

And s< em'd to shake the reeling ocean's bed : 

To tell each.horror on the deep reveal’d, 

Would ask an iron throat with tenfold vigour steel’d: 1 
Those dreadful wonders of the deep I saw, 

Which fill the sailor’s breast with sacred owe; 

Aiui which the sages,’of theirslearning vain, 

Jfetocdnrthe phantoms of the. dreamful brain: 1 .. 

Tludrliving'.flrc, by seamen held divine, 2 . 

Of Heaven's own care in storms the holy sign. 

Which,■■■midst the horrors of the tempest plays, 
mi. on the blast’s dark wings will gaily blaze; 

Those eyes-distinct have seen that living fire • 

< ieic through the siorm, and round my sails aspire. 

And oft, while wonder.thrill’d my breast,mine eyes 
To heaven have seen the wat’rv columns.rise, , 

Hicnder, at first, the subtle fume appears,. . 

And writhing .-round, and round its volume rears : 

Thick as a. mast the;vapour -swells- its size, 
•.Ahc-ttrlingAvhirlwind- lif ts-it to- the nicies;■. ' 

’The tube now straightens, now in width extends, . 

Antipin, a- hovering- cloud, -its - summit"ends :• 

- ... \ :N(m,.mihi d Ungu:c cenium mint, oraque centum,.. ■■ ' 

. ftm«: ('ox, mimes ■■soclerum-caniprendvre for mux. —JBxi-vj,- - 
' 11 d ihuitj jtrt, hj '■eanmi laid ditim. —'] ho mi 3 pin? room 
virpear.i of else air. otter being--violently agitated l>v a' tempest, 'unite, 
, -i < pen the humidity bctriut to subside. :if K the ewe when the 
--or'.' i* Jn.'wt o\]),iu-ti d. bj the agnation of tin n stnir !ky ido 
i if *u ath > i <1 h> tin masts and undm ot the ‘-hie Igui_ 

♦ , y.i Ufy. the p]< iac'-, of tlie appio.iahiufr eaim, if i-. iV< wonder 

to t toe »>i[wr-utio i o' .‘ulor- dienld m wll aces h,n< <*-tea>Hd thcri 

■ Of,■?navK>} , -t< otmi care in sfovt'twihv Iwhj tftjn. 

)•: tin- cvptdition of Uu> 0> hfen Flopee, in a violent temi o.-i liuse 
if,,- Wirt *ee*< to li.noi ov«t the heads of t'asUr and I'eMux, who 
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Still, gulp on gulp in sucks the rising tide. 

And now the cloud, with cumbrous weight supplied. 
Full-gorg’d, and black’ning, spreads, a nd moves, more slow, 
And waving trembles to the waves below. 

Thus, when to shun the summer’s sultry beam 
The thirsty heifer seeks the cooling stream, 

The eager horse-leech fixing on her lips, 

Her blood with ardent throat insatiate sips, 

Till the gorg’d glutton, swell’d beyond her size, 

Drops from her wounded hold, and bursting, dies. 

So, bursts tlie cloud, o’erloaded with its freight, 

And the dash’d ocean staggers with the weight. 

Hut say, ye sages, who can weigh the cause, 

And trace the secret springs of nature’s laws, : 

Say, why the wave, of bitter brine erewhile, 

Should to the bosom of the deep recoil 
Robb’d of its salt. and. from tlie cloud distil, 

Sweet as the waters of the limpid 1 rill P 
.Ye sons of boastful wisdom, famed of yore. 

Whose feet unwearied wander’d many a shore, 

From nature’s wonders to withdraw the veil, 

Had you with tne unfurl’d the daring sail, • 

Had view’d the wondrous scenes mine eyes survey’d. 

What seeming miracles the deep display’d, 

What secret virtues various nature show'd. 

Oh 1 heaven ! with what a fire your page had glow’d ! 

And now, since wand’ring o’er the foamy spray, 

Our brave Armada held her vent’rous way, 

1 In this Look, particularly in the description of Masulia. tin* 
C! orgadc-s, the fires called Castor and Pollux, and the water-spout. 
Camoens has happily imitated the manner of Lucan. It is prohahh; 
that Canteens, in his wyajre to the East, Indies, was an eye witne-s 
of the phenomena of the fires and water-spout. Tire latter; is thus 
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Five times the changeful empress of the eight 
Had fill'd her shining horns with silver light, 

When sudden, from the maintop's airy round, 

“ band'! land ! ” is echoed; At the joyful sound, 
Swift to the crowded decks the bounding crew 
On wings of hope and flutt’ring transport flew, 

And each strain’d eye with aching sight explores 
The node horizon of the eastern shores: 

As thin blue clouds the mouniain summits rise. 
And now, the lawns salute our joyful eyes; 

.Loud through the fleet the echoing shouts prevail, 
We drop the anchor, and restrain the sail; 

And now. descending in a spacious bay, 

Wide o’er the coast, the vent’ro.us soldiers stray, 
;.To .spy the wonders of. the savage shore,; 

Where stranger's foot had never trod before. 

I and my pilots, on the yellow sand, 

Hxplore beneath what sky the shores expand. 

That sage device, whose wondrous use proclaims 
TIT immortal honour of its authors’ 1 names, 

The sun’s height measured, and my compass scanu 
The painted globe of ocean and of land. 

/Here vve 'perceiv’d, our vent’rous keels had past . 
Unharm’d the southern tropic’s howling blast; 

And now, approach'd dread Neptune’s secret reign 
Wlmro the stern power, as o’er the austral main 
11/ rides, wide scatters from the polar star 
flail, ice, and snow, and all the wintry war. 

While thus attentive on the bcacli we stood, 

■My soldiers, hast’ning from the upland wood, 
jii’ght to the shore a trembling negro brought. 
Whom, oil the forest-height, by force they cauglit, 
As. distant wander’d from the cell of homo, 
ifo suck'd the honey from the porous comb. 
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Horror glar’d in bis look, and fear extreme, 

In mien more wild than brutal Polypheme : 

Ho word of rich Ainbia’s tongue*he knew, 

Ho sign could answer, nor our gems would view : 

Prom garments .strip’d with shining gold, he turn’d, 

The starry diamond and the silver spurn’d. 

Straight at my nod are worthless trinkets brought j 
Round beads of crystal, as a bracelet wrought, 

A cap of red, and, dangling on a string, 

Some little bells of brass before him ring : 

A wide-mouth'd laugh confess’d his barb’rous joy, 

And, both his hands he raised to grasp the toy. 

Pleas’d with these gifts, we set the savage free, 

Homeward he springs away, and bounds with glee. 

Soon as the gleamy streaks of purple morn 
The lofty forest’s topmost boughs adorn, 

Down the steep mountain’s' side, yet hoar with dew. 

A naked crowd, and .black as night their hue, 

Come tripping to the shore : Their wishful eyes 
Declare what- tawdry trifles most tiny prize. 

These to their hopes were given, and, void of fear 
(Mild seem’d their manners, and their looks sincere), 

A bold rash youth, ambitious of the fame 
Of brave adventurer, Veloso his name,- 
Through pathless brakes their homeward steps attends, 
And, on his single arm, for help depends. 

Long was his stay: my earnest eyes explore, 

When,-rushing down the mountain to the shore 
I mark’d him ; terror urged his rapid strides, 

And soon Cobllo's skiff’ the wave divides. 

Yet, ere his friends advanc’d, the treach’rons foe 
Trod .on his latest steps, and aim’d the blow. 

Moved by the danger of a youth so brave. . 

Myself now snatch’d an oar, and sprung to save: 

When sudden, black’ning down the mountain’s height, 
Another crowd pursu'd his panting flight; 

And. soon an arrowy, and a flinty shower 
Thick o’er our heam the fierce barbarians pour. 

1 Arabic, one of the mm copious unci wide-spoken of languages.— Ed , 
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: Xnr pour'd in vain; a feathoi-'d arrow stood 
s Fix’d 1 in my leg, and drank the gushing blood, 
j ■■■’Vengeance, as sudden, ev’ry wound repays, 
i. Fall on their fronts our flashing lightnings blaze ; 

Their shrieks of horror instant pierce the sky, 

And, wing'd with fear,, at fullest speed they fly. 

!. 1 Oamnons, in describing the adventure of Fernando Vclosd. by 

i ^.departing from the . truth of history, has shown, his judgment as a 
;poet.h The place where, the Portuguese landed they named the Bay 
..ot r*t. -Helen;- They caught one of two negroes, says Faria, who were 
■,; busied in gathering honey on a mountain. Their, behaviour to this 
savage, whom they gratified with .a red cap, some glasses and bells, 
j |iinduced lrim to bring a number of his companions for the like trifles, 
j Though some who accompanied Gama were skilled in the various 
I ; African languages, not one of the .natives could understand them. A 
li commerce,. however, was commenced by signs and gestures. . Gama 
||l. behaved to them with great civility; the fleet was cheerfully supplied 
pi iwith fresh- provisions, for which the natives, received cloths and 
ijj ■ trinkets./-Butthis friendship Was soon interrupted by a young, rash 
id Portuguese'. -Having contracted an intimacy with some of the negroes. 

I] ■ In; obtained leave to penetrate into the country along. with, them, to 
jd observe their habitations and strength. They conducted him to their. 
■ hum with great good nature, and . placed before him, what they 
I ■■• esteemed an elegant repast, a sea-calf dressed-in the way. of their 
I v-country;-This,so much disgusted-the delicate Portuguese, that he 
instantly got up and abruptly left them. Nor did they oppose his 
('departure,'.hut- accompanied -him with the greatest innocence -As 
.-'fear-, however, ..is’always jealous, lie imagined they .were leading him 
"d as a victim.to slaughter. No sooner did he come near the. ships, than 
no failed aloud for assistance. •.Coello’s boat, immediately.-set oft', tor . 
: - his rescue.. The Africans ; lied to the woods; and now esteeming 
- the j Vjvtugue.so,as a band of lawless plunderers, they provided them- 
-"■-selves, with-' arms, and lav in ambush.. Their, weapons wore javelins,, 
- jamded with short pieces of horn, ■'which they throw with, great 
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Long tracks of gore their scatter'd flight betray’d, 

And now. Ycloso to the fleet convey'd, 

His sportful mates his brave exploits demand, 

And what the curious wonders of the land : 

“ Hard was the hill to climb, my valiant friend, 

But oh! how smooth and easy to descend ! 

"Well hast thou prov’d thy swiftness for the chase, 

And shown thy matchless merit in the race ! ” 

With look unmov’d the gallant youth replied, 

“ For you, my - friends, my fleetest speed was tried ; 

’T-was you the fierce barbarians meant to slay ; 

For you I fear'd the fortune of the day; ■ 

Your danger great .without mine aid 1 knew. 

And, swift as lightning, to your rescue flew.” 1 

. 1 The-critics have vehemently declaimed.against the least mixture 
of the comic, with the dignity of the epic poem. 'It" is.'needless, to 
enter into any defence of this passage of Camoens, farther‘than tn 
observe that Homer, Virgil, and Milton 'have offended the-.critics' in 
the same manner, and that tins piece of raillery in the Lusiad.is by 
much the politest, and the least reprehensible, of anything of.the,kind in 
the four poets. In Homer are several strobes of low raillery. Batroclus 
•having' killed Hector’s, charioteer, puns thus on his ■'sudden' fall. It 
,»>.« pity, he in not nearer the sea ! He mould soon catch (dmndrmce n/' 
oysters, nor would the storms, friqldm him. See how ha direr from ins 
chariot down to the sand! What excellent dims are the Trninm'! > 
Virgil, the most judicious of all poets, descends even to. liurlcstpVei 
where the commander of a galley tumbles the pilot into the sea;— 

-. Seghemque Mcnmtcn f. 

In marc prxcipiiem jmppi detiirbal ah altn. ■ . . 

At yravh.nl mndo vix tandem reddilm imo-cst- -'•••• 
law, senior, madid.aqiie jluens in ve.sie JMenwtes, : ; 

Sv.mma petit.scopuli.siccaqua iri rupe resedil. ^ 

Ilium et. labentem Teucri, et risere ■na.fantmi.: • 

Et sidsos rideni revomenlem qwclore jluetns. v 

And, though the character of the speakers, ihe ingenious defence wham 
has been offered for Milton, may, in some, measure, .vindicate"-Urn.-- 
raillery which lie puts into the mouths of Satan and Belial, (lie low¬ 
ness of it, 'when--compared with that of Ganioens, must still be acknow¬ 
ledged. Talking of the exethtiou of-the diabolical artillery among 
tiro good, angels, they, says Satan'."-. 

“ FHw off. anj" into strange vagaries fell 
As they would damm. yet for a dance they seem'd 
Somewhat •■xirava'rant and wild, perhaps 
For joy of ulfei'd peace.-- 
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Ho now the treason of the foe relates, 
flow, soon as past the .■mountain’s upland straits, 
lioy ehang <1 the colour of their friendly show, 

And force forbade his steps to tread below: 

How, down the coverts of the steepy brake 
Their lurking stand a treaoh’rous ambush take; 

On speeding 1 -to-.defend.'liis flight,' 

I'm rnsb, and plunge ns in the shacks of night; 

.Nor, while in friendship, would their lips unfold 
>Y here India’s ocean laved (he orient shores of gold. 

.Sow prosperous gales the bending canvas swell’d; 
t com these rudo shores our fearless eourse we held : 
:,^ e “ eafc h : the gbst’ning wave the god of day . 

,,-xtad noyr fiyeTimes.withdrawn the parting ray, 

'' * 1,311 ° cr ^ l0 P’’ow a, sudden darkness spread, 

-And,: slowly floating o’er the mast’s tallhead * 
blnok cloud hover'd : nor appear’d from far 
I i f p. moon’s pale glimpse, nor faintly twinkling; star; 

' leap a gloom the low’nng vapour east, 
j rr.nsiiv d with awe the bravest stood aghast. 

; “’•.while, a hollow bursting roar resounds, 
when hoarse surges lash their rockv mounds: 

Aor iiad the black’ning wave, nor frowning heav’n 
.1 .be \vontea signs of gatb’ring tempest giv’n. 

A ooz'd we stood. “ 0 thou,"our fortune’s snide. 

A vert tins omen, mighty God ! " T cried ; " 

' r ,r - through forbidden climes adventurous stray'd, 
^‘ !C RtJt;re f s of the deep survev’d, • 

V. jue.ii i hose wide solitudes of seas and sky 
"A ere doom’d to hide from man’s unhallow’d eye P 
vi hale r tins pr. digy, it threatens more 
.'•in midnight tempers, and the mingled roar, 
n i.en sea and sky combine to rock the marble shore,” 


To whom tin a 

i.eadr-v, tiir- if 
Of hard vnifiO' 
ti'ch so we n: 
Anri stumbled 

They show iv 


Be.Ihil, in like grypesome mood, 
ans we sent wjjre terms of weight, 
is, arid fifil .of inreo urg’d home, 
dit perceive amus'd them VU, 


-thif 


uift they have beside., 
ir foes walk nut upright.” 
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I spoke, when rising through the darken’d air, 

Appall’d, we saw a hideous phantom glare ; 

High and enormous o’er the flood he tower’d, 

And ’thwart our way with sullen aspect lower'd: 

An earthy paleness o’er his cheeks was spread, 

Erect uprose his hairs o£ wither’d red; 

■Writhing to speak, his sable lips disclose, 

Sharp and disjoin’d, his gnashing teeth’s blue rows; 

His haggard beard flow’d quiv’ring on the wind, 

Revenge and horror in his mien combin’d ; : 

His clouded front, by with’ring lightnings scar'd, 

The inward anguish of his soul declar’d. 

His red eyes, glowing from their dusky caves, 

Shot livid fires: far echoing o’er the waves 
His voice resounded, as the cavern’d shore 
With hollow groan repeats the tempest’s roar. 

Cold gliding horrors thrill’d each, hero Abreast, 

Our bristling hair and tott’ring knees confess’d 
Wild dread, the while with visage ghastly wan; 

His black lips trembling, thus the fiend began :— 1 

“0 you, the boldest of the nations, fir’d 
By daring pride, by Inst of fame inspir’d, 

Who, scornful of the bow’rs of sweet repose. 

Through these my waves advance your fearless prows, 
Regardless of the length’ning wat’ry way. 

And all the storms that own my sov’reign sway, 

Who, mid surrounding- rocks and shelves explore 
Where never hero brav’d my rage before : 

Te sons of Lnsus, who with eyes profane 
Have view’d the secrets of.my awful reign, 

Have pass’d the hounds which-jealous Nature drew 
To veil her secret shrine from morfal view; 

Hear from my lips what direful woes attend. 

And, bursting soon, shall o’er your race descend. 

“ With every boundiug’h-eel that dares my rage, 

Eternal, war my rocks and storms shall wage, 

1 The translator in reply to the critics will venture the assertion, 
that the fiction of the apparition of the Cape of TempcsK in sub¬ 
limity and auful grandeur of imagination, stands miMirpanfod in 
human composition. 
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The next proud fleet 1 that .through: my drear domain, : 

Witli daring search shall hoist the streaming vane, 

That gallant navy, by my whirlwinds toss’d, 

And raging seas, shall perish on my coast: 

Then he. who first my secret reign descried, 

A naked corpse, wide floating o’er the tide, 

Shall drive-Unless my heart’s full raptures fail, 

1 > Jmsii.-’! ok, shalt thou ihy children wail; 

dtaeh year thy shipwreck’d sons shaft.thou deplore, , : 

Hack year thy shedcd roasts shall strew my shore. 

■' With trophies plum’d, behold a hero come, 4 
Yedrehrk wilds, .'prepare his yawning tomb.; 

• Thmisrh smiling fortune bless’d. his youthful morn, 

■Though glory's rays Ids iaurell’d‘-brows-adorn, 

Full oft tliough he beheld with.sparkling eye 
'J.Xif: Tiirkish inoons s in Vtild confusion fly, 

'•While -ho,"prptid .vic-toi^ thunder’d in the rear, 

Ali, all his mighty fame shall vanish here. 

Uuiloa’s sonK. and thine,; Alombaz, shall see 
Their conqueror, bend his lanrell’d head to me : 

■‘. ika ticxi, prouu fleet .—-On the return ol Gama to Portugal... a 
boot <1 thirteen sail, under the ■ command of Pedro Alvarez Cabral, wan 
••sous out oa the second voyage to India, where the admiral with only 
six whips arrived. The rest were mostly destroyed bv a terrible tom-. 

at the -Cape of Good Hope, which lasted twentv days. “ The dav- 
••tiiae”. Kays Faria, K was so 'dark that the sailors could scarcely see each 
etner, or hear what wins said---for the horrid noise of the winds. Amomr 
Uio«e who r.i-ri-ii'-d was the celebrated- Bartholomew Diaz, who was the. 
I « la i< rii lunoi ,t the l\ipo of Good Hope, which he named the 

I, ,VAi >' In ,i‘ rrtn.i —Dor Fnuiesteo dc Ahm} u,<. lit n,i‘- Jb» 
i i '* <h”ui< i-' i> i i.n oi India, in v hich voi’utr^ he obtaiiK d ■'CM i il 
groat victories -over the--Mohammedans and pagans. He was the iin-t 
AUi i ri< i< 1 uul homin'., w ‘'lomki/ Oil hi- 1 ritrru to 

j'nrtngal- tie put:jnio rite bay ol: -bahlanlm;-near - the thme ol 
D 11 t 'I, ii) ' j lit i'nl [i o'], in -i lb unifies oi on d li. 
•sscxvums-. produced a mmrre] with.the Caffres, or Hotientols. -His: 
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While, proudly mingling with the tempest's sound, 

Their shouts of joy from every cliff rebound, 

“ The howling blast, ye slumbTing storms prepare, 

A youthful lover,, a,nd his beauteous fair, 

Triumphant sail from India’s ravag’d land ; 

His evil angel leads him to my strand. 

Through the torn lralk the dashing waves shall roar, 

The shatter’d wrecks shall blacken all my shore. 
Themselves escaped, despoil’d by savage hands, 
kSliall, naked, wander o’er the burning .sands, 
if par’d by the waves far deeper woes to bear, 

Woes. e'en, by me, acknowledg’d with a tear. 

Their infant race, the promis’d lieii’S of joy, 

Shall now, no more, a hundred hands employ; 

By cruel want, beneath the parents’ eye, 

In these wide wastes their infant race shall die : 

Through dreary wilds, where never pilgrim trod, 

W here caverns yawn, and rocky fragments nod, 

The hapless lover and his bride shall stray, 

By night unshelter’d, and forlorn by day. 

In vain the lover o’er the trackless plain 
Shall dart his.eyes, and cheer his spouse in vain. 

Her tender limbs, and breast of mountain snow, 

■ 'Where, ne’er before, intruding blast might blow, 

1’arch’d by the sun. and shrivell‘d by the cold 
Of dewy night, shall he, fond man, behold. 

Thus, wand’ring wide, a thousand ills o’erpa-st, 

In fond embraces they shall sink at last; 

While pitying tears their dying eyes o’erflow, 

And the last sigh shall wail each other’s woe. 1 

1 This poetical description of the miserable catastrophe of'Don 
'Emmanuel de Souza, and his beautiful spouse, iieonora.-.'do'-.Sii,.'is:.;by'", 
no means exaggerated. Jlv was seicral vonis svucnmr of Pin in 
India, where lie amassed immense woalth.v On his return to his 
native country, the ship in which was his lady, all liis riches, and flve 
.hundred men. his sailors and domestics, was dashed to pieces oil the 
rocks at the Gape of Good Hope. Dei Emmanuel, his lady, and 
three children, with fmr hundred of the crew escaped, having only 
raved a few arms and provisious. As they marched through the wild 
uncultivated deserts, some died of famine, of thirst, and fatigue; 
others, who wandered from the main body in search of: water,-wer* 
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Some few. the sad companions of tlieir fate, 

.Si.ta]i vet sTirvive. protected by my liato, 

■ On .Tagas* banks the dismal tale-to. tell, 

How. blasted by my fi’own, your heroes Ml.” 

Ho pmis’dj in act still farther to disclose 
A long. a .dreary prophecy of woes : 

When springing onward, load my voice resounds, 

And irndst his rage: the tlireat’ning shade confounds. 

What art thou, horrid form, that rid’st the air.? 

ITy Heaven’s eternal ■'light, stern fiend, declare.” . 

His lips he .writhes.-his eyes far round he throws, 

Arid, from, his breast, deep hollow groans arose, 

Stersily askance he stood : Avith ivoanded pride ; 

And anguish torn,. “ In me, behold,” he cried, 

While clarlc-red sparkles from his eyeballs roll’d, 

*‘‘In, me the Spirit of the Cape behold, 

That roclc, by you the Cape of Tempests nam’d,. \ 

Bv r Aeptune’s rage, in'.horrid earthquakes fram’d, > 

'Ahen Jove's rod bolts o’er Titan's offspring flam’d. j 

. murdered by tile savages, or destroyed by the wild beasts. They 
arrived,- at last, at a village inhabited by : African banditti. At. first 
: they.: were courteously.received, but the . barbarians, having un¬ 
expectedly seized tlie’ir. arms, stripped the -whole company naked, 
and .lelt-them' destitute to the mercy of the desert. The wretchedm;s>: 
of the -delicate and exposed Leonora was increased by the brutal.' 
insults of the negroes. Her'husband, unable-to relieve; beheld her 
jin senes.. •' After, having travelled about 300 leagues, her leers swelled. 

i f< W do \trAfci’ step rnd her sticu-Jh exhausted =h mu 
down, and wviili tlio sand covered herself to the neck, to conceal her 
.-nakedness.' Xn this dreadful situation, she beheld two of her children 
expire. Her own death soon followed. Her husband, who -.hail been 
-Jong on.'imomvd of her beauty, received her lastbreath in a distracted 
/anUrspe: Iranii’.diatftlv. ho snatched his• third child .in Ins arms, .and 
iifiefihi? 'thc.-hhosi'-lnnienl'able'- cries, ho ran into the thickest of the 
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With wide-stretch’d piles I guard the pathless strand. 

And Afric’s southern mound, nnmov’d, I stand: . ■ • '■ 

Nor Roman prow, nor daring Tyrian oar 

lire dash’d the white wave foaming to my shore; 

Nor Greece, nor Carthage ever spread the sail ; 

On these my seas, to catch the trading gale. ■ ’ 

Yon, you alone have dar’d to plough my main, . , . 

And, with the human voice, disturb my lonesome reign.” . 

He spoke, and deep a lengthen’d sigh he drew, 

A doleful sound, and vanish’d from the view: 

The frighten’d billows gave a rolling swell. 

And, distant far, prolong’d the dismal yell, 

Faint, and more faint the howling echoes die, . , . 

And the black cloud dispersing, leaves the sky. 

High to the angel-host, whose guardian care 
Had ever round us watch’d, my hands I rear. 

And Heaven’s dread King implore: “ As o’er our bead 
The fiend dissolv’d, an empty shadow fled ; 

So may his curses, by the winds of heav’n, 

Far o'er the deep, their idle sport, he driv’n! ”- 

With sacred horror thrill'd, Melinda’s lord 
Held np the eager hand, and caught the word. 

“ Oh, wondrous faith of ancient days,” he cries, 

“ Conceal’d in mystic lore and dark disguise ! 

Taught by their sires, our hoary fathers tell, 

On these rude shores a giant-spectre fell, 

What time,, from heaven the rebel band were thrown : 

And oft the wand’ring swain has heard his moan. 

While o’er the wave the clouded moon appears ’ 

To hide her weeping face, his voice he rears ■ ' 

O'er the wild storm. Deep in the days of yore, 

A holy pilgrim trod the nightly shore; 

Stern groans he heard ; by ghostly spells controll’d. 

His fate, mysterious, thus the spectre told : 

‘By forceful Titan’s warm ehubrace compress’d, 

The rock-ribb’d mother, Barth, his love confess’d: 

1 The giauts or Titans; called “sons of God” in Gen. vi. 2.— Ed. 
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'Th'c : ■ hundred-handed-.giant 1 at a 'birth, 

And me, she bore, nor slept my hopes on earth ; 

My heart avow’d, my sire’s ethereal flame; 

(treat A daniastor, then, my dreaded name. 

In mv bold brother’s glorious toils engaged, 
Tremendous war against the gods 1 waged: 

Yet. not to reach the throne of heaven I try, 

With mountain pil’d on mountain to the sky ; 

To me the conquest of the seas bofel, 

In his green realm the second Jove to quell. 

INor did ambition all rny passions hold, , 

'Twas love that prompted an attempt so bold. 

Ah nte, one siimincr in. the cool, of day, 

1 saw the ‘Nereids on the sandy bay, . 

With lovely Thetis from the wave, advance 
■".lh-.mirthful frolic, and the naked dance. 

1 ii; all her charms reveal’d, the goddess trod, 

With fiercest fires my struggling bosom glow’d; 
Yet, yet- I feel thern biirning in any heart, 

And hopeless, languish with the raging smart. 

For hex% each goddess of the heavens 1 scorn’d, 

For her alone : m 3 r fervent ardour burn’d. 
in vain I woo’d her to the lover's bed, . 

From my grim form, with horror, mute she fled. 
Madd’ning with love, by force I ween to gain 
The, silver goddess.of the blue domain ; 

■ To the hoar mother of the Nereid hand 5 
1 toll tny purpose, and her aid command: 

.. By tYar unpell’d, old Doris tries to move, 

And, win the spouse of Peleus to mv love, . 

Tiie silver e'oddess with a smile replies, : 

. - Wlmt nymph can yield her charms a-giant’s .prize 
Yen from the horrors of a war to save, 

And guard in peace our empire of the wave, 

. Whate’er with honour lie inay hope to gain, . 

■'•That; let bin', hope^his wish shall soon.attain.” 
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The promis'd grace infus'd a bolder fire 

ah 1 ww 7 mightj Hl ? ibs Wit!l ficrcc d e. ire. 
?ni h t eri 7 sproad8 its dreadful night, 

. mV phantoms' borer o’er the lover’s siriit r ■ 

4n?fV ar Vf lgnd S m - Ste P S V^orisdedVi ' 

O V ]o gentI ® eve V 1 ' sliadov '7 mantle spread 
Before mj steps the snowy Thetis shoj * 

si 4 le n Cl “ n, ’®> ;ll] naked, and alone. 

>-vuff as lug wind ruth open arms I uirm^ 

Si-4“? her waist with joy delirious elun cr ♦ 

In all the transports of the warm embrace 
A hundred-kisses on her angel face. " ’ : 

On aj lt g various charms my rage bestows, / . - 
Au d, on her .cheek, my cheek enraptur’d riows ■ 

l hSt ™ g T h ^sbaracTtelP 

V h ; 11 ' fe d des pam, what rage my bosom swell t 
■ -tie was no goddess, here noheav’nly 'clmrius 
A rugged mountain fill’d my eager arJm ’ 

-evwhy/: I cried, !; with all I wish’d decor : 

Ano,.when exulting in the dream of jov' — . 

4-W t0 ™he ^ms conitVl ” 

ff* n ' n ? 1 s ^kO’ aad sprunA awav ' 

riV 1,0 f Le s< ? ntul sought tho world unknown* ' - 

) J<1 i 1 1 'I u (o i mu d j 01K 

- 1} _ioal aisbonomy and my tears "to hide 
Ana shun the tnumph..of the goddess’ pride ■ : 

rlSf.-r ■ V Jm Af ! ™ ow;,™. 

;y.r-hiL'l; ;br.':.'T;— - -= 

ju.y_stdl nnig-flesh.'to earfchvbudoxVcreW - : v. : 

Amt my huge bom *, no , n » re bV marrow warm'd 

' }l0 ”° P 1 ^ - i K.r. t, nrimmi 

wV a ‘ d jr< - nT ’ d f ’ a in* of moiiatruns size'h^-omr 
>Uere,ionn t mcridl mn unp,, d u n , sh i t 



153 



A cultur’d shore invites us to the land. 

Here their sweet scenes the rural joys bestow, 

And give our -wearied minds a lively glow. 1 
The tenants of the coast, a festive hand, 

With dances meet us on the yellow sand; 

Their brides on slow-pac’d oxen rode behind; 

The spreading horns with flow’ry garlands twin'd, 

Bespoke the dew-lapp’d beeves their proudest boast, 

Of all their bestial store they valued most. 

By turns the husbands, and the brides, prolong 
The various measures of the rural song. 

Now, to the dance the rustic reeds resonnd; 

The dancers’ heels, light-quiv’ring, beat the ground; 

And now, the lambs around them bleating stray, 

Feed from their hands, or, round them frisking play. 

■ And nine our wearied minds a Ihehj glow.-Va riety is no leal 
delightful to the reader than to the traveller, and the imagination of 
Camoens gave nn abundant supply. The insertion of this pastoral 
landscape, between the terrific scenes which precede and follow, has 
a fine effect. “Variety,” snvs Pope, in one of liis notes on the 
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Methought I saw the sylvan reign of Pan, 

And heard the music of the Mantuan swan : 1 
With smiles we hail them, and with -joy behold - 
The blissful manners of the age of gold. 

With that mild kindness, by t-heir. looks, display ! dj 
Fresh stores- they:.'bring, with cloth of red pepaid'j 
Yet, from’their,lips no word we knew couldilow,. 
Nor sign of India’s strand their hands bestow. A . ; 
Fair blow the winds ; again with sails unfurl'd 
We dare the main.-and seek the eastern world. 
Now. round black Afric's const our navy veer'd, 
And, to the world’s mid circle, northward steer'd: 
The .southern pole low to the wave declin’d,! 

We leave the isle of Holy Cress 2 .behind: , 1 

That isle where erst a Lusian, when he pass'd 
The tempest-beaten cape, his anchors cast, . . 

And own’d his. proud ambition to explore ■ 

The kingdoms of the morn could dare no more. 
From thence. Still on, our daring course we hold V 
Thro’ trackless gulfs, whose billows never roll'd. 
Around the vessel’s pitchy sides before : , 

Thro’ trackless gulfs, where mountain surges roar, 
For'inauv a night, when not a. star appear’d. 

Nor infant moon's dim horns the darkness cheer’d 
For many a dreary night,.-and cheerless day, 

■ In calms now fetter’d, now the whirl wind’splay, 
Br’ardent hope still.fir’d, we forc’d our dreadful 
Now, smooth as glass the shining- waters.lie,. : 

No-cloud, slow moving.-sails the aznresky : 

Flack from their height the sails unmov’d decline, 
’Fite airv streamers form the downward line ; 

No gentle quiven owns the gentle gale. 

Nor gentlest-swell distends the-ready sail; 

Fix’d as in ice, the sluinb’rihg prows remain,;- V 
And. silence wide extends her solemn - reign. 

Now to Hie waves the bursting clofids, descend, , 
And heaven and sea in "meeting : tempests bibud ; i 
1 

* :A Small island, natecd Sa'nfa Omz-.by-Bartliolrtmew 
.-discovered it. •••• Accordin':?. io Farm ..v.-.'^oHsa,'. he; went 
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Behold, 0 king, how many a shore we. fried.! 

How many a fierce barbarian's rage defied ! 

Yet still, in vain, for India’s shore we try. 

The long-sought shores our anxious search defy. 

.Beneath new heavens, where not a star we knew. 

Through changing climes, where poison'd air we drew ; , 
Wandering new seas, in gulfs unknown, forlorn, 

13v labour weaken'd, and by famine worn.; 

Our food corrupted, pregnant with disease, 

And pestilence on each expected breeze; 

Not even a gleam of hope s delusive ray .. 

To lead us on ward, through the devious way— .- : 

That kind delusion 1 which full oft. has cheer’d 
The bravest minds, till glad success appear’d: , 

Worn as we were, each night, with dreary care, 

Each day, with danger that increas’d despair: 

Oh ! monarch, judge, what- less than .Lusian fire 
Could still the hopeless scorn of fate, inspire ]- ■ . 

Y hat less. 0 king, than Lusian faith withstand, 

When-dire despair and. famine gave command ^ ! : 

Their chief to murder, and with lawless power 

Sweep A fries seas, and every coast- devour 1 

What more than men in wild despair'still bold ! . * v 

Those, more than men, in these my band, behold! . 

Sacred to death, by death-alone subdued, 1 

These, all the rage, of fierce despair withstood;* 

. 1 Hop - 

" It had been-extremely impolitic in Hama- to.. mention -the 'inn tin y 
of his followers.to the. Kingof.Melinda. The boast of'-ilieir-loyalty, 
besides. has a good c-ffeer- in the- -poem, as it -elevates the heroes, and 
gives uniformity to the.character of bravery, which'the dignity, of ?lre 
• n*»t o lwaiiji n <o b<- .ixmlcl t i L* i Hi-duy iLP th j i >tt* r 
otto u nth T’< sf >n<irur foi tin. Cap* of f-utd IIop' . s va fit' 
hialu-st pro *L of 1?'- n solution, Th.e ih-i.t s'uvccl in>\v tossed in the 
clouds, ut tmnlo ■ uu/ie* contingent! and. now sunk i.r> the .-lowest'.''-.whirl¬ 
pools Of the abyss. The winds were jnswflbrablycold,-atnl. to the ras;e 
•>*’ tin :< sii 1 k t v - ultkd tin honor of an all u-f t>n ;-iri u d.nhi 
Tile crew'expected every rnonieni. to be-swallowed-up in the deep. At 
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Firm Ei their fa'dh, though fondest hope no more 
Could "ivc the promise of their native shore ! 

Now, (lie sweet waters of the stream we leave, 

Sr.d 1 he salt wave 1 - onr gliding prows receive: 

: -.Here to the lefty between the bending shores,. 

; Torn by the-winds the whirling billow roars ; 

And hulling raves against the sounding coast. 

• . Whoso mines of. gold Sofala’s merchants boast: 

: Tuji to;'the gnlf tlie shbw’ry south-winds howl, 
v Aslaiit. against the wind, onr vessels roll: 

vi.j bar from the land, wide o’er the ocean, driv’n, 

li-j Jar helms resigning to the care of heav’n, 

ij f > i 1 op ,im If at Leon pa wons tos ’d, we ro t m, 

|] viheri onr glad eyes beheld the.surges-foam 
SjiAjryinyf the beacons of a cultur’d bay, 
p A hci-f; sloops and barges cut the wat’ry way; 
il ri ;u river's opening breast some upward plied, 
liinci scmie came gliding - :down tlie sweepy tide. 

! a ,,;n>e.k-throbs of-transport heav’d m every heart 
j hi o view the loio.wledge of the seaman’s art; 

I > i \ \>e hop’d < ur aideut wish to gam, 

'i'<• hear of India’s strand, nor hop’d in vain. 

Though-Ethiopia’s sable hue they bore 
b'o look of wild surprise the natives wore : 

' ol> -i’s.-t their heads the cotton turban swcll’d, 

. '-■ < loth of blue the decent loins conceal’d. 

. .jivei-r speech, though rude and dissonant of:sound, . . 

r i Ovlr jpooch a mixture of Arabian own’d. 

• x -h m-nando. skill'd in all. the copious store ■ . . • . 

■: (Affair Arabia's speech, and flowoy.lore, 

- i rrysyl nl converse heard the pleasing, tale, 
h'ha.t,. o.’-er .thesojseas, full oft, -the freejuent sail, 

. And: Jordl-v.;vessels, tall as: ours, appear’d, 

.■ sAv’-techpio :the: regions, of-.the morning-steer'd, . . 

A.uUv. inick' returning-, to*5he southmost land - 
Convey'd the treasures of the Indian* strand; 

. ■..•■■■■ ** - 

' ii obi" tiiftit} days withstood the temped, and a perfidious conspiracy, 

; hivieto.-mnmoi-. with an imc^Kjitered;. mind, a- ■ favourable -change of. 
j w< at in r tew'vid the spins of I ho lit ct. mid allowed than to double tim 
U.i]*e of <:■ >od IIopo.-*-L.r/r from O-imis's Hibtona. * 
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Whose cheerful crews, resembling ours, display 
The kindred face and colour of the day. 1 
Elate with joy we raise the glad acclaim, 

And, River of good signs,” 2 the port we name : 

Then, sacred to the angel guide,' 1 who led ■ 

The young Tobiah to the spousal bed, 

And safe return'd him through the perilous way, 

We rear a column 1 on the friendly bay. 

Our keels, that now had steer'd through many a clime, 

By shell-fish roughen’d, and incased with slime, 

Joyful we clean, while bleating from the field 

The fleecy dams the smiling natives yield: r 

But wliile each face an honest welcome shows, 

And, big with sprightly hope, each bosom glows, ? 

(Alas ! how vain the bloom of human joy ! - i 

How soon the blasts of woe that bloom destroy !) j 

A dread disease its rankling horrors shed. j 

And death’s dire ravage through mine army spread. ■ i 

Never mine eyes such dreary sight' beheld, : 

Ghastly the mouth and gurus enormous swell'd ; B 
Aud instant, putrid like a dead man’s wound. 

Poisoned with feet id steams the air around. 

No sage physieiaus over-watchful zeal. • 

No skilful surgeon’s gentle- hand to. heaL-n - ; 

Were found: each dreary mournful hour we gave 
Some brave companion to a foreign grave. 

' Gama and hi* followers wore, from the darkness of the T'utu 
"ui'su complexion. thought to he Hoorn. V'h«m Gama arrived in tin 
East, a commit- alle commerce was carried 01 between the ladies 
and the Peal Sea by the Moorish traders, hv whom the gold iniw- of 
■ Sofaia. ami tic- licJic- of Ewt Africa were on joyed. Tim tr.illic was 
hrmig-ht by land to. 'Cairo,' from whence Europe was supplied by thu 
Venetian and Antwerpian merchants;. -••••• ".-‘a: ;!:- 

kA :!4 M)nomeIhefico'u■dosBons*Signais.* 

Raphael. See Tobit. cb. v,.and-sn.—2J7, •:.. 

* It wap. the cm-tnm r,f the Portuguese navigators in erect crossc« o>i 
tic - ,o * o, nr v-di-er^f i'c nua.io Gama rurud m m mis for 
pdt rs A stone Midi hun inti tr« (*t d my crosses dnrrnv h)*e\pt d,t»o i t 
They bo.'e the name and arms of the king of lY>rtu?»l, and were in- i 
t> nurd a J proofs or tin lith which -menus from lust discover}, 

; Titi*p-'" ticai description of the scurvy G by no means ex agm-rated. ’< 
U ie vviut ».uietime-> really happen* in the course of a long voyagi. 
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A grave, the--awful gift of -every sliore.!—¥-r 
Alas ! what weary toils with us they bore! 

Long, long endear'd by fellowship in woo, 

O’er their cold dust wc give the tears to flow; 

And. in their hapless lot forbode our own-, 

A form cm burial, and a grave unknown! 

Now. deeply yearning o'er our deathful fate, 
With joyful hope of India's shore elate, 

"A'e loose the hawsers and the sail expand, 

And, upward coast the Ethiopian strand. 

. What danger threaten’d at Quiloa’s isle, 
Mozambique's treason, and Mombassa’s guile: 

: What -miracles- kind- Heav’u our guardian wrought, 
Loud fame already to thine ears- has brought: 

■Kind Heaven again, that guardian care display’d, 

; And, to thy port our weary fl.eet convey’d, 

VTuere thorn 0 king, Heaven's regent power below. 
•ikda’Ht thy full bounty and thy truth -to flow 
Health to the sick, aud io-the weary rest, 

• And sprightly-.hope reviv’d in-every breast,- 
,£'roclaita- thy-gifts, with grateful joy repaid, 

•/The .’prate man’s tribute for.tlie brave man’s aid. 
Arid now. in honour of thy fond command, 

Toe glorious annals of my native land; 

' And -what the--perils: of-a route so bold. 

Ho. dread as. ours, my faithful lips have told. . 
Thom jtuhze, great monarch,.if the. world before - 
Are-saw the prow such length of seas explore ? 

Nor sag** Uiyssts. 1 nor the Trojan 2 pride 

ten eh ■ raging gull’s,-such whirling storms defied ; 

X' < no pt or rmith of my dread course explor'd, , 
Though-by--the muse as demigods ador’d.. 

O f !i »u whose IncaA all llelioo i inflam’d, 1 
Wlm.w- birth seven vi?anting cities proudly claim’d; 
\od ti.oTi uho-'i* nchow lute anti jural song,* 

I -otp-vt ri iw. led MwcioA wturfa along, 

Win v* w.wiiLf >i> l”,L' ias a vinrrn impos’d, k 

• jtiid 'Til*<-.‘rVsunres-.-oW-.-his borders swellM ; - 
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Let. all Parnassus lend creative fire, 

And all the Fine 1 with all their warmth inspire; 
lour demigods conduct through every scene 
Cold fear can paint, or wildest fancy feign ; h 
The Syren’s guileful lay, dire Circe’s spell, 2 
And all the horrors of the Cyclop’s cell; r> 

Bid Scylla's barking waves their mates o’erwhelm 
And hurl the guardian pilot from the helm, 4 
Give sails and oars to fly the purple shore, : 
Where love of absent friend awakes no more : s 
l.n all their charms display Calypso's smiles, 

Her flow’ry arbours and her am’rous Aviles ; 
lu skins confin’d the blusfring winds control,® 


1 Tho Muses. 3 Homer’s Odyssey, bk. x.' 

3 Bee the Odyssey, bk. is. . ■•'SeeiEri. ; V, 833 i 

Tile Lotophagi, so named from the lotus, are. thus described bv 
Homer:;—. :: 


“ Not prone to ill. nor strange to foreign guest, ; :, 

They eat, they drink, and Nature gives the feast ; 

The trees around them all their fruit produce; . 

Lotos the name; divine, ncelareous juice.; . 

(Thence call’d Lotophagi) which whoso tastes, . .. 1 f. • 

Insatiate, riots in the-, sweet repasts,' 

Nor other home, nor other care intends, ; . 

But quits Ills home, his country, and his friends: 1 
The three we sent, from oil th’ enchanting ground : : . 
"Wc uragg’d reluctant, and by force we bound; ■ 

The rest in haste forsook the pleasing shore. 

Or, the charm tasted, had return’d no more,’' . 

. ’ ' . Pori:. Odyss. ix, Id!). 


The Libyan lotus is a shrub like a bramble, tiio berries like the* 
mvrrle, purple when ripe, and about the sum of an oiiv<v Mived 
Av.uh hrcad-corn, it was used as food for slaves. They also made av 
••agreeable wine of it, hut which would not keep alwve’tcn days. See 

•'’■Ip skim confin'd (lie hlmi'rmq irindf control.-—The gift of Abhi.v 
to Uiyss. ?. 


“The adverse winds in leathern bags He brac’d,. 
••CdnipressVl their force, and lock'd each 'straggling blast ; 
L< i !ma tho murhty my of goth align'd. 

Tito tempest's lord, the Grant of .the'!wind; . 

Hbwvord alope the lisi’iiing storms obey. ; 

To .-month til’. do-p. or swell the foy ,v sea. 

These..in my. hollow ship themonarch, hung, 

,.•'Scciiroiy ©tier'd bya silver thong; .. ■ -v ; 
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Or. o’er the feast bid loathsome harpies 1 prowl • 

And lead your heroes through the dread abodes’ . 

■ u ; tortur d spectres and infernal * gods ; 

Om; ev'rr flow'r that decks AomVs hill 
j ° o 1 " 1 >oar fables with divines!, skill; 

' -ur, UL ‘ a *' h 1110 wonders my tale they fall, 

. >\ here irnth, all nnadorn’d and pure, exceeds them all. 

mde thus, illustrious Gama charm’d their ears, 

: I ne joob oi wonder each Melindian wears 
\ud pleased attention witness’d the command 
, ,. L r \‘?'7 movement of his lips, or hand. 
e:i Ap'r ) 0:nr{l P^'- 11 ''d, own’d the glorious fame 

^ Juu s monarehs and the Lusian name: 
i t ^ ^3 . warlike rage tlie victor-kings inspir’d * 

| '! ;. J - r iSr ' . iU ‘ jr warriors’ loyal faith admir’d. " 

, h'^ r i( ' ss - Uh menial train, in wonder lost, 

I id'C gallant needs that please them most, 

! i:: 1 "' 1 ; 10 . “ iate > while, fix’d in fond amaze, 

:i y iK! .uusiun.features everv eye surveys • 

V^ioie present to the view, by fancy brought. 

| -- -n<' the wonders by the Lusiaus wrought 

^ , bold Mature to their wond’nng si<dit 
.-.nspuiys the raptur’d ardour of the fight. ° 

j Apollo now withdrew the cheerful day, 

' And left the western sky to twilight grey; 

'ocmatii ihe wave he sought fair Thetis’ bed, 

..yii,!. to the shore Melinda’s-Bov’reign sped. 

r, b(i ^ r >';^ss joys arc thine, 0 just Renown, 

>. fi'-n fiope of Virtue, and her noblest crown ! 


exempt, with friendly s ' 
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13v* tlic-e the seeds of conscious worth are fir'd, 

Hero by hero, fame by fame inspir’d : 

"Without thine aid how soon the hero dies ! 

By thee upborne, his name ascends the skies. 

This Ammon 1 knew, and own'd his Homer’s lyre 

The noblest glory of Pelides’ ire. 2 

Tbis knew 7 Augustus, and from Mantua’s shade ■ 

To courtly ease the Roman bard convey’d : 8 
And soon exulting flow’d the song divine, 

The noblest glory of the Homan line. 

Hear was the Muse to Julius; ever dear 
To Scipio, though the pond’rous, conquering spear 
’Roughen’d his hand, th’ ijumort.nl pen he knew, 

And, to the tented field the gentle Muses drew, 
hncli glorious chief of Greek or Lat.ian lino. 

Or barb’rous race, adorn’d the Aoniau shrine ; 

Each glorious name, e'er to the Muse endear'd. 

Or woo'd the Muses, or. tho Muse rever'd. 

Alas, on Tago’s hapless shores alone 

The Muse is slighted, .and her charms unknown ; 

Tor this, no Virgil here attunes the lyre, 

Ho Homer here awakes the hero's lire. 

On Togo's shores are G.-ipios, Caesars born, 

And Alexanders Lisbon’s clime adorn ; 

But, Heaven has stamp’d them, in a Tougher mould,. . 
Hor gave the polish to their genuine gold. 

Careless and rude, or to lie known or know, 

In vain, to them,.the sweetest numbers flow : 

Lnheard. in vain their native poet sings, 

And cold neglect weighs down the Muse's wings, - 
Lv n he whose veins the blood of Gama warms, 4 
Malles hr, unconscious of the Muse’s charms: 

J or him. no Muse shall leave her-golden loom. 

Ho palm shall blossom, and no wreath slink bloom: 

Act, shall my labours and my caves be paid 

By fame immortal,, and by Gama’s' shade':" \ i. .' 

1 AJexnnder the ttrent.—AL ■ a :..> : 

* Virgil, fvorn at Mantua.—Hi, A ■ - ' : ' : • 

1 T>o:t flaw: Uf,, fl,. Goiiia. grand sou of Vasco-de Gain a; f .he b 
r.f the Lu-MI. -LW. 
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Urn dial) tii« somr on f'N Yy shore proclaim. 

Hm fit^t of hemes.. first of naval fame. 

Hud>-. uud ungrateful, though m3- country he, 

1 hi.- ]i»*(>uri rvamph' sail ho taught by me— 

" Whs-mYr Om heroY worth demands the skies, 

T<> 1 vwivu that, worth .some gciiYous hard si 1 a 11 rise ! n 


KNi* or t ![k rirm nouK. 
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BOOK VI. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

e Kama’s long. recital being concluded, 'the. poet, resumes the illm 1 
oi his story in his own person. The Portuguese admiral outers into ; i 
alliance with the King of Melinda, assures him that the vessels of 1 \ 
nation will always in future anchor on his shores.. Gama receives F« - i 
the monarch a faithful pilot to conduct hinvto India. Bacchus, now h -• 
recourse to Neptune, at whose palace the divinities of the sea nssemb • 
The gods of the sea content io let loose the uiuds and wave agni; - 
the daring navigators. During the night, the sailors on the way . ■■ 
relate to each other amusing stones. Yeloso urges them to>o!*-. • 
some proud feats of war. The history of iluv contest of thcTwelw'! 
knights of England with the twelve‘of Portugal is then told. ■, 
violent fempe.-t avails the flee t. Yivid picture of a Morrn at s ■ 
Gama addresses his .pray c.r to God.; and Yenus, with her nymphs a. 
captivates the storm-gods that a calm ensues. , The hoy nf the ma--' 
head raises a.joyful cry of Land !-re-echoed by thewvhole crew. - Th-■? 
•pilot ..informs. the Portuguese that they are now approaching tpY 
kingdom of Calicut. The poet’s reflections. > 

W ITH heart sin core the royal pnyum jov'd. 

And ..hospitable rites each, hour employ’d- w. 

Tor riudH-hu kiivg the Lusian band adniidd,’ 
rid, much i.uetr 1 ru'nd.ddp and th'dr aid de.-ir'd ; 

•Bach hour the gay fe-Hvi?y prolongs, 

Mctuuhnn dances, nnd Arabian songp; 

f'laclYlr’jur in rpirthfui transport steals tiwny, : 

.By night the bnr.quci, ami tin, dm.v ly day; 

And now tht- bosom of the deep inrbm-g 
And ail the pride of Neptune'? ly.-gNe rites; 
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Their Milken banners waving o’er the tide. 

A jovial band, the puirded galleys ride ; 

Viie net and angle various hands employ, 

And.Moorish timbrels sound the notes of joy. 

i^urli \uiri (he pomp, when Egypt’s beauteous 1 queen. 

.Made Jill the pride of naval show convene, 

-In'pleasure’s downy bosom, to beguile. 

Her love-sick warrior : 2 o’er the breast of Nile, 

, .-.Dazzling with, gold, the purple ensigns flow’d, 

■ And to the lute the gilded barges row’d ; 

. Nhile from the wave, of many a .shining hue, 

. Tiler anglers’lines tho panting fishes, drew. 

4; o Now, from the .West the sounding breezes blow, 
it* i- .And far the hoarv flood was yet to -plough: 

; foirnr,run and the field bestow’d their store, 

|: Ancf friendly pilots fromtlie friendly shore,. 
j -Trainhi in tlte Indian deep, were now aboard, 

- ; then 6 .aajA, parting, from’Melinda’s lord, . 

d'oe holy vows of lasting peace renew’d, . 

• ! i-ou still the king for lasting friendship sued ; 
i ■ Laui'-’ hero(L'm hh port supplied, 

I And lusted rest, he own’d his dearest pride, 

.ii ; Ana vow’d, that ever while the seas they roam,- 
* bo Eusum fleets should find a bounteous home, 

.> Ami, - over .from the gen Tons shore receive . 

•> •.WhiVte’er. his-:port,.'whate’erhis land could give. 3 . : 4 

■ ■: ? Cleopatra. . ■ - ■ -. ... - • 

: Every display of eastern luxury and magnificence was lavished 

■ :. -an-The Hshmg.parties on flic Aule, with which Cleopatra amused Mark 
. -An tonwhen- at. any time .he showed: symptoms, of . uneasiness, or 

• f-.iemed inciiucd to. abaudon the effeminate life which he led with his 
■■ mistress,. ■ At one of these parties. Mark Antony, having -procured 

. i divei'c >.o pm fishes.-upon. Ins-:hooks while under .the water, he very 

■ tralianily boasted to his mistress of his great dexterity in angling. 

> f.-i'OTintra perceived his art., and as. gallantly outwitted him. Some 
A AdnU ^ in; a- little, while -Mark, Antony’s 

line ; brought, up a fried fish in place of a live one, to the vast entertain- 
:■! iiiestrUi! die queen, and all the convijrftd company. Octavius was at 
1 this tiiae on his march to decide wh# should be master of the world. 

. 3 J he :rneTiflslup of the Portuguese and--M^fuidiaus \*as of long. 

! . eon tin nance.-■ Alvaro- babral, the second admiral who made the 
vovnge to v India, in an engagement, with the Moors off. the coast of 
eKolala,- itoofc- - two ships,-richly, freighted from tlie mines of that 



HJ6 


THE I.VSIAD 


[boos vr 


Y 01 ’ 3c?s his i°T grateful chief declar’d : 
'V'., novr ’ to seize the valued hours prepar’d, 
hull to the wind the swelling sails he gave. 
And, his red prows divide the foamy wave : 

T- uii to the rising sun the pilot steers. 

And. far from shore through middle ocean bear 
il\ e Tauitcd s Ky how widens o’er their heads. 

A acre lirst the infant morn his radiance sheds. 
And jinw. with transport sparkling in his eyes 
.Keen to behold, the Indian mountains rise, 
i hgh on the decks each Lusian hero smiles, ' ’ 
And, proudly in. his thoughts reviews his toils 
A hen the stern demon, burning noth disdain, 
Hetield the fleet triumphant .plough the main : 

1 he poners of heav’n, and hear’ids dread lord u 
Kesolv'd m Lisbon glorious to renew 
1 he .Roman honours—raging with despair 
rrom high Olympus; brow he cleaves the air, 
on earth new hopes of vengeance to devise. ' 
bn Sl1 -e that aid denied him in the skies ; 
^lasphenung Heav’n,-he pierc’d the dread abode 
ocean s lord, and sought the ocean’s god. 
Keep, where the liases of the hills extend. 

- nc earth s huge ribs of rock enormous bend 
A here, roaring through the caverns, roll the wa 
Kcsponsnm as tdie aerial tenipest raves 

T lie ocean’s monarch, by the Kereid train f 
And wat iy gods encircled, holds .his rehm. a A 
Vtde o er the deep, which line could ne’er esplm 
bhmmg .-with hoary sand of silver ore, - ■ 

l.vtends the level, where the palace rears 

vis crystal towers, and emulates the spheres ;. 
bp, starry bright,, the lofty turrets blaze • ,• 




Adorn’d with pillars, anrl with roofs of gold, 

The golden gates their massy leaves unfold : 
Inwrought with pearl the lordly pillars shine, 

’The sculptur’d walls confess a hand divine. 

Here, various colours in confusion lost, 

1 >ld Chaos' face and troubled image boast. 

•.Here, rising from the mass, distinct and clear, 

! Apart, the four fair elements appear. ' t 
High o’er the rest ascends the blaze of fire, 

. .iAor, fed by iniitter did the rays aspire, 

: But, glow’d mtheria.1. as the living flame, 

Which, stol’n from hcavVi, inspir’d the vital frame. 

■ -Nest., all-embracing air was--spread around, 

C.•■Thin as the light, incapable or wound; . 

If.: The subtle power, the. burning south pervades, 

And penetrates the depth of polar shades, 
ii i:i ere,, mother Earth, with mountains crown’d, is seen, 
ji tier trees in blossom, and- her lawns in green ; 

|i • The lowing-beeves adorn the-.clover vales, A ■ 

| AlTie fieecy dams bespread the''sloping dales ; 
ii Here,, land from land, the silver streams divide; 

T The sportive fishes •through - the crystal tide, 

| iBodropt with gold.their shining sides display : 
u : And here, old.-'Oeean rolls his billows gray : 

.' Beneath-the moon’s pale orb his current:.flows, 

"And,, round the earth his giant arms lie throws. 

?:,.. Another, scene display’d the dread alarms 
‘ Uf war. in lieav'n. and mighty Jove in arms ; 
i. Himvy Titan’s race their swelling nerves distend 
i dice-knotted oaks, and from their bases rend 
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The choicest boon to humankind to tjive. 

Them toils to lighten, or their wants relieve : 

While Pallas here appears to wave her hand, 1 
The peaceful olive's silver houghs expand : 

Here, while the ocean’s god indignant frown’d. 

And rais'd his trident from the wounded ground, - 

As yet entangled in the earth, appears 

The warrior horse: his ample chest he rears, 

His wide red nostrils smoke, his eye-balls glare, 

And his fore-hoofs, high pawing, smite the air. 

Though wide, and various, o'er the sculptur’d stone* 
The feats of gods, and godlike heroes shone; 

On speed the vengeful demon views no more 
Forward he rushes through the golden door. 

Where ocean’s king, enclos’d-with nymphs "divine, 

In regal state receives the king of wine: 3 


struck the earth with hi? trident and produced the lioms,' whose 1 
hounding. motions' are emblematical of the agitation of the sea. 

• I'al las commanded the olive-tree, the symbol of peace, - and of. 
riches,--to soring forth. The victory was adjudged to the 'goddess.' 
irony whom • tile city was named Athens. The■ taste of- the' ancient' 
(Ateiuns clothed almost every occurrence in mythological n'He'«r«rv;' 
The founders ■ of .Athens,-it is most- probable, disputed whether their 
new city should tic named -from the fertility of the soil or from the. 
marine situation of Attica. The former"opituon'prevailed;, tiud -the-- 
town received its name' in honour of. the goddess of the olive-tree— 
Athene. : ' - ■' -m — 

11 Me. Palin? here appears t'o'.imvcJier hn : nd.~Ak Neptune struck. 
the -earth.with- Jus trident. Minerva. says the fnhifi. struck- ibo earth' 
•with her laucc. That she waved her'hand while the olive'' houirhs ' 
bU'f d 1 - 1 nun met '>i rinstrt, n.il vaio tile piUurt Tom tint 
ot'-Xcptnnc. which follows. -' 

1 8 -Though wide. and various o'er, the sculptur'd s/one.—Tl’te desarip- 
turn -of.-palaces. is a tavouritu topic several times touched upon hy 
-tiie -two. great- masters ox epic poetry, in -which they hnvo been 
happily imitated by their three greatest disciples anwmg'tho modern*;; 
tainicn-, 'la—o. ,rd MPi'i. 'ito de~<i{mif>n of An jhIom <>t 
.Neptune has great merit. Nothink can lii>'more in nhiee than iht* 
pk-fuie Of ebony awl <he fern ph-mr-nts. The wnr of' fj» e gork. 

tin I x h -< < Nt ! ( I 1 iVTt e Vt ill tf!! 1 ((i Wdh U < j nl } , ] J 

m of ycvni] eoWjnwg, To shn,v to the fhvh h u.uni tl d tho 
T« 'hisuf'i j ; m j Ufc jgi tin!} c!a^v> ’I. is thu mhrUmn <n 



“ G Neptune ! ’’ instant as lie came, he cries, 

Here -let'-my- presence -wake no cold- surprise.- 
A: friend I come, your friendship to implore 
Against the Pates unjust, and Fortune’s power; 

Beneath- whoso -shafts .the great-.Celestials bow, 

Xet cun I moiu, if more you wish to know, 

The wat’ry gods in awful senate call, 

For all should hear the wrong that touches all.” 

Neptune alarm’d, with instant speed commands 
From ev'ry shore to call the wat’ry bands: 

Triton, who boasts his high Neptunian race, 

Sprung from the god by Salace’s 1 embrace, 

.-Attendant on Iris sire the trumpet sounds, 

:Or 3 . through the yielding waves, his herald, bounds: 

Tinge is.his bulk, defoxun’d, and dark hishne; . 

His bushy, bea-rd, and hairs that never knew 
The smoothing comb, of seaweed rank and long, 'l 
Around his,breast and shoulders dangling hung, > . 

And, on the matted locks.black mussels clung; :) 

J -The description'of Triton, who,.'as Fanshaw says^' 

“ Was a great- nasty clown,” 

A in ihe style ’ of the classics. His parentage is differently related, 
tlesiod makes him the son- of .Neptune and Aniphitrite'. By Triton, 
in ; ;the physical sense of the fable, is. meant the noise, and-by Sala.ee, 
ihe.ixri&iher by - some ascribed to him, the salt - of the ocean. Tlx;-' 
Arhip fit tire fiibio-of Triton, it is probable, was founded on the appear- 
;mwi of -a sea animal, which, according. to .-some -ancient naturalists, 
hi the upward [.arts resembles the human figure. Pausanias 
relates- a -wonderful story of -a- monstrously large one, which often 
came nshore on the meadows of Bceolia. Over Ills head was a- kind 
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A shell of purple on his head lie bore, 1 
Around his loins no tangling garb ho wore. 

13 at all was cover’d with the siimy brood. 

The snailv offspring of the unctuous flood: 

And now, obedient to his dreadful sire. 

High o’er the wave his brawny arms aspire; 

To his black mouth his crooked shell applied. 

The blast rebellows o'er the ocean wide : 

A Vide o’er their shores, where’er their waters flow, 

The wat'ry powers the awful summons know : 

And instant, darting to the palace hall, 

Attend the founder of the Dardnn wall; 2 
Old Father Ocean, with his nnrn’rous race 
Of daughters and of sons.wvas first in place. A ;■ 
Nereus and Doris, from whose nuptials .sprung r _ 
.ITie lo vely Nereid train, for ever young, ' 1 ~ :w. 

AVho people ev’ry sea on ev’ry strand, 

Appear’d, attended with,their filial band n- : 

And changeful Proteus, .whose prophetic mmd a ■ 

The secret cause of Bacchus’ rage divin’d. r 
Attending', left the flocks, his sealv charge,. 

To graze the. hitter,'weedy foam at. large. ' 

In charms of -power-the.waging .waves to tame, 

•The."-lovely spouse of ocean’s sov’feign cameA . ■ . ■ . 

Prom Heaven-and -Testa spruug tbe birth divine, ':-/ y 
Her snowy limb.-' bright through the vestments shine. 
Here, with the dolphin, who persuasive led 
Her modest stops to Neptune's "ponsA bed. 

Pair Auiphitrite mov’d, more sweet, more gay 
Than xenial frrpi.m<e. and the flowmv. of Hev: 
Together with her sister-spouse she came. 

The same their u c-dd< d Innl their love the «-arue ; 
t ! A fh-Il t'f j.nr/il-' n,i hit b-uA In l'n .Tri die Portuguese— 
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The srmie the brightness of their sparkling eyes, 
iSright as the sun, and azure as the skies. 
iSiie. who, the rage of At ham as to shun, 1 
'.vs Phmg 1 d in the biiiows with her infant son ; 

'A A goddess iioxv, : ;a. god the .smiling boy, . ■ 

: v . Together sped ; and Glaucus lost to joy, 2 
Gui-s’d in liis love byvengefulCirce’s hate, 
r Attending, wept his Scylla’s hapless fate.. 

■ Arid.-now, assembled in the ball divine, 

,The ocean gods in. solemn council join; . 

f i The. goddesses, on pearl embroid ry sat,: 
i|;j The gods, on sparkling-..crystal chairs of state, 
il; ■ Amt. proudly honour’d, on the regal throne, 

I; ..Beside the ocean’s lord, Thyoneus 2 shone, 
i .High- ii’om the roof the living amber glows, 4 
|. xLtrh xrojn the root the stream of glory flows, 

! . . j Site vJto the rage of Athimas to shun.— Ino,. the daughter of- 
;■ Wndmus and lierroionc, and second spouse of Atlmmas, king of 
. '.I hobos.-■ .The. fables of her fate are various. That which Camo."nR 
!.?[ ’follows is the most common, At ha mas,- seized with madness, imagined 
>1 dial, lus spouse was a lioness, and her two. sous young lions. Tn tin* 
•ii tvenzv ne, slew Learekns, and drove the mother and her other son, 
hldkierfcus. into tlic sea. The corpse of the..mother-was 'thrown 
i.isiioreon- htegara and that of the sou at Corinth. They were after- 
wards deified, the one as a sea goddess, the other as the god of 

- And ({Imicm lost, to joy ,—A fisherman,- says the fable, who. on 
>n kik d m. hub, w n turned into ,> sea god < net. was tnamnuied 
■■ of- him, aiici in royenge of dfer slighted love, poisoned the. fountain 

- L< ’i id mi< fro Usii illy 1 m tiled. J!y the fnn-e of the enchanin cut 
. !.iie la vnured .heyltii: was changed into a hideous monster, whose Joins 

y.'.-rc/siuromided Vvith the ever-barking heads of dogs and wolves. 

,ili rij tin , thi'hii-df into tiie si i, and was met imtn plnM.d 
I I ( ih ’Mi "lull 11 u- Juu nunc The uek Sjlli at st distune 
a i ~ i a 'In dm <! i Mom ni Hue heun’sunsinijg o( tin m • ’<.*. 

* ' is x be b <nc !< ltd witn (la v.a f ei. icsunidu; the b uking 

- *;jBitcnbuiC- -■ b- 

‘ M'/k i’a moflh Uinej a,i,hi e^loti — 

• f: From i lie arxfied roof, 
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And. richer fragrance far around exhales 
Than that which breathes on fair Arabia’s gales. 

Attention now, in listening silence waits : 

The power, whose bosom rag’d against the Fades, 

Rising, casts round his vengeful eyes, while rage 
Spread' o’er his brows the Wrinkled seams, of age . d 
“b thou,” he cries. whose birthright sov’reign sway, 
From pole to pole, the raging waxes obey; . 

Of human race ! tis thine to fix the bounds, 

And fence the nations with thy watTy mounds : 

And thou, dread power, 0 Father Ocean, hear, 

Thou, whose wide arms embrace the world’s wide sphere, 
’Tis thine the haughtiest victor to restrain, d d'd; 

And bind each nation in its own domain : d 
And yon, ye gods, to whom the seas are givki, 

. Your just, partition with the gods of hcav’n; d 
You who. of old unpunislvcl never bore d 
The daring,trespass of a foreign oar; 

You who beheld, when Earth’s dread offspring strove* d 
To scale the vaulted sky, the seat of Jove ; 

Indignant Jove deep to the nether world-'.. 

The rebel band in blazing thi.uKlers b.nrTd. 

Alas ! the .great' monition lost on yon, . . ■ 

.Supine yon slumber, while a roving crew, . 

With impious search, explore the wat’ry way, 

And, unresisted, through your empire stray : v 

To. seize the..sacred treasures,of the main, . 

Their fearless prows your ancient laws disdain • 

Where,'far from mortal sight his. hoary head v . 

Old Ocean brides, their daring sails they spread, s : 
And their glad shouts are echo’d- where the.roar: .1 

Of mounting billows only howl'd, before.; ,r Yi d 

In wonder, silent, ready Boreas 3 .sees.' 

.'Your, passive languor, and neglectful ease ; : . - 

Ready, with’force auxUiar,. to restrain ... , .... 

-The”bold intruders on yodr awful reign; - d 'Yd 
Prenar’d to burst his-tempests, as of old. r 
’When his black-whirlwindso’er-the gyr;an.roll’d, ■■ 

: Tne Turns. *’ Tin. u'.-rtdi viraL 
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And rent the Myniau 1 sails, whose impious pride 
First brav’d then' fury, and your power defied, 
r is or deem that, fraudful, I my hope deny 
'My darken’d glory sped me 'from the slcy. 

11 or, high my honours on the Indian shore ! 

How soon these honours must avail no more! 

'Ur,less these rovers, who with doubled shame 
Ti, siaiu my conquests, bear my vassal’s 2 name, 

- Unless they perish on the billowy way., 

Tin n muse, ye gods, and vindicate your sway. 

.* The powers of heaven, in vengeful anguish, see . 

Tim tyrant of the sides, and Fate’s decree; ■ 

^g'i’hn dread: decree, that to the Lusian train ■ 
in Consigns,' betrays your empire-of the main : 
ij rlay, shall your wrong alarm the high .abodes? 

'Are'meh.exaltbrl''to'dihe,Tahk of-gods? . 

; i-, * >. or you exalted,-while, in careless ease 
dbYoit. yield, the-wrested trident of the seas, 

1 ! }>’d your monarchy, your honours stain’d, 

•four birthright', ravish'd, and your waves profan’d I 
j!i .‘■■'.Jibe the daring wrong to me, to yon, . 

! too. shall mj lips in vain your vengeance sue ! 

i this, this to sue from high Olympus bore-” 

■ ''.lore he attempts, hut rage permits no more, 
iberec. bursting wrath the wat’ry gods inspires, 

" And, their red eye-balls burn with livid fires : 

. 1 lifiaving and. panting struggles evr’y breast, 

'Abih the fierce billows of hot ire Oppress’d. 

Twice from his seat divining Proteus rose, 

A' ■< w ' i e he Ujnrk. enrag’d, his sedgy brows : 
v -n; the mandate was already giv’n, 
ly, A'cptnnr sent, to loose the winds of heav’n: 

: fn vain : t;iiough prophecy his lips inspir’d,. . 

A;. The-ocean’s qbcoti. l:ds silent lips';requir’d. 

N'.i r h the storm < i Ijendlong rage denies, 

v. vOr'-.cmfinscl to debate; or."thought to-rise; 

Ami ik'W. the God of Tempests fivift unbinds 
from their dark caves the various rushing winds: 

1 A ml nai the Myrnivn mill 1 .—'The sails of the Argonauts, inlmiut- 
. A fust-uote.On tlui: Tirst book ofthc Lusiiul. 
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High o’er the• storm• the.power impetuous rides, 

His howling voice the roaring tempest guides : 
Right- to the damn less fleet their rage he pours, 
And, first their headlong outrage tears the shores: 
A deeper night- involves the darken’d air. 

And livid flashes through the mountains glare : : 
Uprooted oaks, with all their leafy pride. 

Roll thund’ring down the groaning mountain’s side 
And men aud herds in clam’rous uproar run, 

The rocking towers and crashing woods to shun. 

While, thus, the council of the wat'ry state 
Enrag'd, decreed the Lnsian heroes’ fate. 

The weary- fleet--before the'gentle ga,le 
With joyful hope display’d the steady sail: 

Thro’ the smooth deep they plough’d the length’nir 
Beneath the wave the purple car of day 
To sable night the eastern sky resign’d, 

And. o'er the decks cold breath’d the midnight win 
All but the watch in warm pavilions slept. 

The second watch the wonted vigils kept. 

Supine their limbs, the mast- supports the head. 
And the broad yard-sail o'er (heir shoulders spread 
A grate nil cover from the chilly gale, 

•And sleep’s soft dews their heavy eyes assail. 
Languid against- the languid power they strive. 
•And, sweet, discourse.preserves their thoughts alive. 
When Leonardo, whose enamour'd -thought .. 

In every dream the -plighted -fair one sought— 

The dews of sleep what better-to remove - ; : 
Than ?hr soft. v. oful. pleasing I ale- of Inver ” 

“ JH-timed, alas ! ” the brave- Wm.-oso cries, 

“ The talcs of love, that melt, the heart and eves; 
The doat enchant ineiks of llm fair I know. 

The fearful transport, ami the rapturous woe: 

But, with onr state ill suits the grief or joy ; 

Let war,-let gallant war oar thoughts employ; .- ;. 
With dangers threaten’d, let the talc inspire 
The scorn-of danger, and the:hero’s fipp.; 5 
His mams wkh joy the brave YLf/.So heir, 

And, on the youth the .speaker’s toil confer. 
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The brave VBLOSO takes the -word -with joy, 

'■ ‘“Ami truth,” he cries, “shall these slow hours decoy. 

The warlike tale adorns our nation’s lame, 

The twelve of England give the noble theme. 

“When Pedro’s gallant heir, the valiant John, 

("hive war’s full splendour to the Lusian throne, 

In hamd ty England, where the winter spreads 
• Mis snowy mantle o’er the shining meads, 1 
The seeds of strife the tierce Erynnis sows ; 2 
The hateful strife from court dissension rose. 

. With e\ Ty charm adorn'd, and cv’ry grace, 

1;V: That spreads its magic o’er .the female face,. 

;jj: Twelve--'ladies' shin’d the courtly train among, 

■'■■The tivst; the, fairest o:t the courtly-throng 5 
•kn. Ei'v lircath revil’d their injur’d name, 

:[■; ■Aud.' 8fetixi > d/tho''jli6iiQhr of their .virgin.-'fame. 

:; ; Tv veil ve youthful barons own’d the foul report, 

’i'he charge at first, perhaps, a tale of sport. 

,\n. hn>' the sport that lightly dares defame 
f . -The sacred honour of a lady’s name ! 

> "*Vhat knighthood asks the proud accusers yield, 

1 1 mi, dare ihc- damsels’ champions to the field. 2 

Tn liaughiy England, xvliere the winter, spreads 
•: a .Ute.&ncnoy mantle 0 ’er the shining meads .— 

3 a the original— 

La va. grande Iwjlatcrra, que de neve 
. - . . . . ■ -Boreal eempre alnmda; . 

OTivU 5« “In rlnistrions I'liverknul, always covered with northern snow.” 

'| a, 01 .ryt( the • translator' was willing to'retain the . manner of Homer, he 
it proper to correct the error in natural.history fallen into, by 
■ - i WtnthxK Fan-show seems to have been sensible of the mistake of ins 

nv.fgof, a>oi i,a« -given the following (uucountonanced- by the Portu- 
n t „, , u jil.ii c o) 11a clem il snows a^enbed to his country :— 

‘‘In merrv Envlaiid, which (from cliffs that stand 
1 aim hills otsuow) once Albion’s name (lid git.” . 
ry : or : FHscordia, tlio goddess :*t contention.—'V jbgu, dvireid;. 

;; F.-h " * 

* fV/taf l-nighilmotl adr, the proud arnfcrR yield, * 

An l, dorr Hit oVnf champ knit- to the Juki — 

Tin lr uis! nor La- not hc< n able to discover the slightest unlive of 
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‘ There lei. the cause, as honour wills, be tried, 
Ana, let the lance and ruthless sword decide.’ 

The lovely dames implore the courtly train. 

With tears implore them, but implore in vain. 

So fam’d, so dreaded tower’d each boastful knight, 
the damsels’ lovers shunn'd the proffer’d fight. 

Of arm unable to repel the strong, 

The heart’s each feeling conscious of the wrong. 

^ ken, robb d of all the female, breast bolds dear, 
Ah-Heaven, bow bitter flows the female tear ! 

To Lancaster’s bold duke the damsels sue; 

Adown their cheeks, now paler than the hue ‘ 


this chivalrous adventure in any memoirs of the English Liston*. It \-- 
probable, nevertheless, that however adorned with romantic- ornament. 
.it is not entirely witliout foundation in truth. Oastera, who-urihappflv 
does not cite his authority, gives the names of the twelve Portuguese 
champions : Alvaro Van d’Almado, afterwards Count d'Avumciies 
in Normandy;- another Alvaro d'Almada, snruamed the Justcr from 
• his dexterity at that warlike, exorcise; Lopez Fernando Pacheco • 

■ * cure* Homen -d Acosta; Juan Augustin Pereyra-; Luis Gonfalez d«. 
maiatay; the two brotliers Alvaro and Bodrigo Meiidez.de Oerveyrad 
. •Buy-Gomex deSylva: Soueyro d’Aeoat-a, who gave his name to'the 
mer Acosta in Africa: -Martin Lopez d’Azcvcdo;- and Alvaro Gonfalcz 
de Coutigno, surnamed Magricio. Tim names of the English champions, 
ami ck the ladies, he confesses arc unknown, nor does history positively 
explain the sayj.ry. of which the dames complniued; it- must, however, 
lit .aid?, have been such n* required the atonement ol blood * il fnliorf 
qu’rflejul samjlanlc, since two sovereigns allowed to determine it bv 
th»sworn ‘Some entm." b tadua “nun pahip- c m.kmn this 
episode ol Camocns; but for my part.” he continues, 1 .1 think th- 
adventure ot Olmdo and liophrtmia, in Tasso, is much more to be 
blamed. Hit- episode oi the Italian poet is totally exuberant, wherea- 
Unit of the Portuguese has a direct relation to ins proposed’ subject: 
iiie wars of Jiih country, n vast field,-in winch he has admirablv ,«uc- 
:wcned._ without prejudice to the first rule-of the epopen, the Unite of 
the action.” .The-severest critic - must allow that tiro 'episode, related 
h} elo>o, is happiIy_inrrotlHce».i. To one who ha?' fiver bnt*n 
the scene must be pv.niculurly pleasing. Tile Heat is under sail, thtw 
punigb the smooth *!enp— ‘ ' 

*• And o tw the decks wjhl breath’d the imdnighi wind.” ' - 

AH. bafc-.iho second watch are asleep in their v/arm pavilions; tb'e 
--cub wtej. -it Lj thf imd, th.it. n d r-om tin -bill*, gd< In ,* 
bro-d vwl-<-,i tli • -km Vnrs t > ouip ,v < i tic m. and lie x tnl i 
to r IK miotii.r L.rlu’itiM pn hm u m -,m‘p witj there 

**= -no sea-scene Mpiai i>> (hi.- in the Oh-ssm, or Him id. 




Of snowdrops trembling to the chilly gale, 

The slow-pac’d crystal tears tbeir wrongs bewail. 

When down the beauteous face the dew-drop flows, . 
What manly bosom can its force oppose ! 

His hoary curls tb’ indignant hero shakes, 

-And. ail his youthful rage restor’d, awakes : 

‘••■Though loth.,’ he cries, ‘ to plunge my bold compeers 
In civil discord, yet, appease your tears : 

• From..-Lusitania ’—for, on Lusinn ground 
Jjiuvo banc-aster had strode with laurel crown’d ; 

Had mark'd how hold the Lnsian heroes stione, 

\ i'What- time lie claim’d the proud -Castilian throne, 1 . 
f •• How matchless pour’d the tempest, of their .might, ., 
t' ■ AVlien, thmtdhing at his side, they rul’d the fight:■: 
i;: iior lo.ss their ardent passion for the fair, 

llen’rons and brave, lie view’d with wond’ring care, 
t When, crown’d with.roses, to the nuptial bed 
|, The 'warlike John his lovely daughter led— 
a. ’ hi-orn Lusitania’s clime,’ the hero cries, 
j f The -gallant, champions of your fame sha.ll rise, 
a Incur hearts will burn (for well their hearts I know) 
i|! . ;.Totpour your vengeance on.the guilty foe. 

Let courtly phrase the heroes’ worth admire, 

. . And. for your injur’d names, that worth require.: 

^ i .'Let all the soft endea*rments of the fair, 

. And. words: that weep your wrongs, your wrongs declare. 
.. .Alygelf the heralds to the chiefs will send, 
f : And to the king, my valiant sou, commend.’ 

. He spoke; arid twelve of Liisian race he names 

All nohic youths, the champions of the-dames. -. 

; The dames, by lot, their gallant champions choose, 2 
And-each her hero’s name, exulting, views. 




178 T1TE I.USIAD. [book vi. 

Each in a various letter hails Iter chief. 

And, earnest for his aid, relates her grief: 

Each to' the .king her courtly homage sends. 

And valiant Lancaster their cause commends. 

Soon as to Tagus' shores the heralds came, 

Swift through the palace pours the sprightly ilamc 
Of bigh-sonl'd chivalry: the monarch glows 
First on the listed field to dai’e the foes: 

But regal state 'withheld. Alike their fires, . 

Each courtly noble io the toil aspires : 

High on h'is helm, the envy of his peers, . 

Each chosen knight the plume of combat wears. 

In that prond port, half circled by the wave, . ' 

Which Porfcugailia to the nation gave, ■ - 
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■'England.sljall know the' combat shall be mine. 

By land I speed, and, should dark fate 'prevent', 
(For death alone, shall blight my firm intent), - ' 
Small may -the sorrow for my absence he, 

For-yours, were conquest, though nnshar'd by hie.; 




>0K VI.] 


THE LUSIAD. 


179 


Yet. sonic:thlug more than human warms my breast, 

And sudden whispers, 1 In our fortunes blest, 

Nor envious chance, nor rocks, nor whelmy tide, 

Shall-our glad meeting at the list divide.’ 

‘“ He said; and now, the rites of parting friends 
Sufiiecd. through. Leon and Castile be bends. 

‘ : ;Gii many Afield, enrapt, the hero stood, . 

And the proud scenes of Lusiau conquest view’d. 

Navarre he pass’d, and..pass’d the dreary wild, 
i ’ Where ; rocks on rocks o’er yawning glens are pi 1 ’d y . 
il: The wolf’s dread range, where, to the ev’ning skies' 

In clouds involv’d, the cold Pyrenians rise. 

; Through' Gallia’s flow’rywales, and-wheaten plains . 

|' c He strays, and Bolgia now his steps detains, 
p There, as forgetful of his vow'd intent, 

, In various cares the fleeting days he spent: 
j : His peers, the. while, direct to England’s strand, ' 

!. • Plough the chill northern wave ; and now, at land, 

H -Adorn’d in armour, and embroid’ry gay, 

I To lordly London hold the crowded way : 
f( . Bold; Lancaster receives the knights, with joy; . - 

: ; -The feast, and warlike-song each hour employ, 
d The ‘beauteous dames, attending, wake their fire, 

- With tears enrage them, and with smiles inspire. 
i-HAnd nod'-;-with doubtful blushes rose the day,. 

Decreed the rites of wounded fame to pay. 
iThe,; jUnglislvmonarch gives the listed bounds, 

.■And, fix’d in rank, with shining spears surrounds. . 

. Before their dames the gallant knights advance, . 
r . (Bach like a.Mars), and shake the beamy lance: 

-The dames, adorn’d in silk and gold, display ‘ 

; .. A. ihdusand; colours glitt’ring to the day : 

: • Yet mmefhwg more than human warms ray breast, ' 

••• ■■:And mdden. tehieperit.-*- . . 

tbc Pdnugue^OT-' i * ■/ 

- Mas, k a verdade o er/ririto me tulnvinha. 

. I.ilerulhv i! But, if rov -spirit Irulv -divine.” Tims rendered igc 

P tEiaaikw—'' - .-vP A P AP-'. ' A 

-■■i MuL m-myaw'/rini) mr-tt bird doth.sing. 
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Alone in tears, and doleful mourning, came, 

Unhonour'd by her knight. Magricio's dame. 

‘Fear not our prowess.’ cry the bold eleven, 

; In numbers, not in might, we .stand uneven. 

More could we spare, secure of dauntless might, 

.When for the injur'd female name we fight.' 

“Beneath a canopy of regal state, 

High on a- throne,'the English monarch sat, ■ ; 

All round, the ladies and the barons bold, 

Shining in proud array, their .sta tions hold. 

How, o’er the theatre the champions pour, 

.And facing three to three, and four to four, . 

Flourish their arms in prelude. From the bay 
Where flows the Tagus to the Indian sea, 

The sun beholds not, in his annual race, 

A twelve more sightly, more of manly grace . 

Than tower’d the English knights. With 'froth in g. jaws, 
Furious, each steed the bit restrictive gnaws,- 
And, rearing to approach the rearing foe, . ' 

Their wavy manes are dash’d with foamy snow.:;. j 
Cross-darting to the sun a thousand rays, . v 

The champions’ helmets as the crystal blaze., . . 

Ah now, the trembling ladies’ checks : how \va,ri 1. 

Cold crept their blood ; when,.through the tumuli rah ' V , 
A shout, loud gathering.: turn’d was ev’ry eye 
Where rose the shout, the sudden cause to spy. ■ 

And lo. in shining arms a warrior rode. - - . ■ 

With conscious pride his snorting courser trod 
Low to the monarch, and the dames he bhudsg ’ 

Ami.now, the great.Magricid joins his friends..' . : - 

M ith looks that, glow'd, exulting rose the lair. 

Whose .-wounded honour claim’d the hero’s care.' 

Aside the doleful weeds, of mourning,thrown. 
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Torn by the spur, the loosen’d reins at large. 

Furious, tlie steeds in tlimid’ring plunges charge; 
Treni-BJ<BSib'eneafcb.;- ilieir' hoofs the solid ground, 

And, thick the fiery sparkles flash around, 

A dreadful blaze ! With pleasing horror thrill’d, 

The crowd behold the terrors of the field. 

Here, stunn’d and sta-gg’ring with the forceful blow, 

A' bending- champion grasps the saddle-how ; 

••Hove, back ward, bent, a falling knight reclines, 

;:His plumes, dishonour’d,flash the courser’s loins. 

So, tir'd and stagger’d toil’d the doubtful fight, •, 

When great Magricio, kindling all his might, 

(lave all his rage to burn : with headlong force, / 

■ Conscious of victory, his bounding horse 
Wheels. round and.round. the foe; the hero’s spear 
How on the front, now flaming on the rear, 

'Mows- down their firmest battle ; groans the ground 
jfnneiitli his courser’s smiting hoots: far round 
-The cloven helms and splinter’d shields resound. 

Here, torn and trail’d in dust the harness gay, . 
..From the fall’n master springs the steed away ; 

• Obscene with dust and gore, slow from the ground 
Rising,-the master rolls liis eyes around, 

-Fain as a spectre on the Stygian coast. 
in.ail the rage of shame confus’d, and lost: 

Here, low on earth, and o’er the riders thrown, 
iflfiieAvallowing coursers and the ridei’S groan.; 

: Before their giimm’riiig' vision dies the light. 

And. oeep .descends the gloom of death’s eternal-night.. 

• j'iuw How who boasted, ‘Let the sword decide,’ 

. Alone in flight’s ignoble aid confide : 

L-.ud to the -d ms the shout of -joy proclaims 
..:Tub spotless honour of tho ladies’ names, b 
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The green-bongh’d forests by the lawns of Thames 
Rehold the victor-champions. and the dames 
House the tall roe-buck o'er the dews of morn, 

While, through the dales of Kent, resounds the bugle-horn. 
The sultry noon the princely banquet owns, 

The minstrel's song of war the banquet, crowns: 

And. when the shades of gentle ev'ning fall, 

Loud with.the dance resounds the lordly hall: 

The golden roofs, while Yesper shines, prolong ; ■■■■■. 

The trembling, echoes of the harp and song. : 

Thus pass'd the days on England's happy strand, . 

Till the dear mem'ry of their natal land • 

Sigh'd for the banks of Tagus. Yet, the breast . 

Of brave AFagricio spurns the thoughts of rest. . 

In Gaul's proud court he sought the listed plain, 

In-arms, an injur’d lady’s knight, again. 

As Home’s Corvinus 1 o’er the held he strode, 

■And. on the foe's huge cuirass proudly trod. 

So more by tyranny’s proud■ tongue revil’d. 

The Flandrian countess on her hero smil’d. 2 
The Rhine another pass’d, and prov'd his mighty 
A fraudful Ctemurn dard him to the fight.. u ... . 

! A$ .Bojsc’s Corrimi *.—Valerius afaxirtius. a Roman -tribune. who 
'•fought and slew a Gaul-of enormous shmtre, in single combat. 'l>uviug" 
t t_ h 1 inuip i<u d < n l 1 t lit hr* t d Jin rnU om-i Mum turn » 

■ pecked. his. face and baud, and sometimes., blinded him with list'.' 
•tl.<.p]mi.sr on lua ymgs. '1 be .victor was -tucnce named (Amnr.s,drum 

■ Uorvus.. Aid. Livy, i. 7. e. i!<5. 

H f h <f i ; i r ), ji h i hru nil 1 — [in pnju (,'•*• i <r 
nhnn atm 1 ,h{ hi- ' iknu n i-> hibilji r} IVtugU, amt 

I’m io Pi dip 'in < r 1 uuG ol I’m >• uid\, and i "] of iLndn- 
■>'.1)0 iq a.irli oil! .jink- i*ido til it Uin! - YU nt Fni ic.\ bnuu> 
as.-reiubieu the states ol his kingdom, cited I’luiip uv.appear with hr-; 
am i w y d- ^ T ~aM’i \ui i ’ d.-lfium. pirh-kdfl if tin 

•earl's ui. liandeis-y.eie not onlitreu-to do.iioniagt?, A dispute.amse.’on- 
v. ludi '-lie yin n d, u< ooiiiin v f<> fin- euMom <-t 1h.*n tiu\ In appeal to 
tin* ;aic <d' arm-. Tin- pnpwd was mv<-ppd. ami Ma-iido lb- 
i:lnuu|.'.voi-i wt l-iiooliu. vanquirthed. a Freud)- elievaher, appointed.'hv 
< \ .off- J j u_ i m_ uitii i- d i h l.uiji r i tin- ,i h< mu i ,iUU 
Ui'iugji Ln murm i d. Pen,,. .*od li., ii* - 1 Poi-1 ngui-M’ v.>,0-: - n* t ( nr 
v.iik dord’f. iv*-ui m t i the disuh.mf u-c of C.uim' ns i* iin>n>v to )«* 
ir.h-rfi d. A V>r 11 n tMt’ni.imui nK.m-. io fellow tlj mob of imf.ir, 

- 77-, !$;,<“['‘.th>r j. rw-’J. u.’l p.-'n'-d .hHit.—'lUn A1\,m> 
V.iz d'Abndu. T:± ■mrn'ik'io o: UadLsy re).ties,'dial at ii.i-k bo 
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Strain’d in bis grasp, the fraudful boaster fell-” 

Here sudden stopp’d the youth; the distant yell 
Of gath’ring tempest sounded in his ears, 

Unheard, unheeded by his list’ning peers. 

Earnest, at full, they urge him to relate . .. 

■'Magneto 5 s combat, and. the German’s fate. 

When, shrilly whistling through the decks, resounds 
The master’s call, and loud his voice rebounds: 
i us taut from converse, and from slumber, start. 

Beth bands, and instant to their toils they dart. 

‘■ Aloft, oh speed, doAvn, down the topsails !” cries 
The master: sudden from my earnest eyes . 

'Vanish’d the:stars ; slow rolls the hollow sigh, 

The sform’s dread., herald.” .To the topsails’fly 
The. hounding youths, and o’er the yardarms whirl 
The'--whizzing ropes, and swift the canvas furl; 

When, from theirgrasp the bursting tempests bore 
The sheets-half-gather’d, and in fragments tore, 

“ Btrike, strike-the mainsail!’’lotid again he rears 
■Mis echoing voice; when, roaring in their ears, 

As if the shirry vault, by thunders i-iv’n, 

■'itush’d downward to the deep the walls of lieav’n, 

Willi headlong weight a fiercer blast descends, 

And, with sharp whirring crash, the mainsail rends; 

received from a German a challenge to measure swords, on condition : 
■that each should fight.with the right side unarmed; the German by . 
this hoping to bo victorious, for he was left-handed. The ’Portuguese,:. 
*i)spec.|.jji^ r no fraud, accepted. - 'When the combat began lie.perceived 
tun niemiahfv. His right side unarmed was exposed to the enemy. 
vOiose Jptt side whjc.lt was nearest to lmn was del ended with half a 
cuirass.--• = •’Notwithstanding - all..this, the brave Alvaro , obtained the 
vmiorv. lie sprang upon the German, seized him, and, grasping him 
fliretb]vvm jus firms: -stilled-and crashed him to death ; imitating the 
■eorsduct“or.Hercules., who in the same manner slow the cruel Antons. 

■ ilore-wb ought to remark' the .address of our author; he describes at 
’ length the injurv-■■■ami grief of the English ladies,'the voyage of the 
IiuIim h urpiW t > i'.ngi md. and IEl' piowt ss they thmo di'pl twd 
H i > \ 1 ». iri tr Mn-( flit m i S'- cilm nut no ' in im u 
uhh d. fha i fli> rnhi^r iibndgi's In'ret u d . w t -,<. h.n 
follow by 'degrees the preludes of the -storm.-\te perevm* ibe anxiety 
■ of bi« mind <>n th?’ view- of the approaching danger, hastening hi* 
to tr-d. H< 1 old Mm Ffmke- of a master! -!//X vA. a w 

TXn.-w 
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Lon d shrieks of horror thron gh the flee t xesou n d *: 
Durpts tlao torn cordage; "attic fur around 
The splinter’d jardai-ms :; froiti eacli bean:lmg mast ; . 
In many a shred, far streaming on the blast" 

The canvas floats; low sinks the leeward side, 

O'er Lie broad vessels rolls the swelling tide : 

" Ok strain each lic-rvc ! '* the frantic pilot cries— 
“Oh now 1 ”—and instant every nerve applies. 
Tugging: what cumbrous lay, with, straiufnl Ibrciv; ■ , 
Dash’d by the poncTrous loads, the surges hoarse:,: 
Roar in new whirls : the dauntless'soldiers ran : 
To pump, yet, ere■ theigroaning pump began :"P\ 
The,wave to vomit, o’er the ,decks o erthrowit , 


In grovelling heaps, the stagger’d,soldiers groan,: b • 

80 rolls the vessel, not the boldest three, 

Of aiMua’obnstest, and of ftmtest I-cuce, 

C an guide the starting rudder ; from their hands' 

’The helm bursts : scarce .a cable’s strength commands . 
.The stagg’ring fury of its starting bounds, 

^ v tide to the forceful, beating surge resounds' 

The hollow crazing hulk : wiili km tiling rage 
The adverse winds five adverse winds ongaire. •: 

As. irpm .its base of rock their baudod power a 

• Strove-in. the dust, to strew some, lordly .ipwei’i " 
hose.dented battlements in ruiddlc sky h 
Frown on the. tempest and its rage defy ;- h 
S .. w.ai'd Ttte u mds . bnji ok i the riM upborne 
On the wide liionntaiu-w-a-ve's. slant ridge forlorn.-,• P 
Ad !w the limunow- blue. 

-.Liangs G-avaT. lofty vessel, To the. view byth 

'•-Small, as her boat; o'er Panins’ shatter'd.prore:. .. 

.Falls the.Tail mainmast, prone, with, crashing 'roar:"V 
i vn ban"-, \ g 'gm-imm th'U'upi nml ham. 

: The sailors Kit to heaven -in' wiki'dosmijv 





on tilt* mountain-billows upward driv’u, 

>uv\ mingles with the clouds of Jicav’n ; 
rushing downward with i he sinking waves, 
ihoy behold old Ocean’s vanity caves. 

•-astern blast against the western, pours, 
ast'the southern storm the' northern roars 
t pole to pole the flashy lightnings glare, 
oale, tjlue. twinkling' sheet enwraps the air; 
■{ft succession now the volleys fly, ■ 

?d in poin ted curvingso’cr the sky ; 

,tlrr(>iigli. ihc horrors of the dreadful night, 
ihe torn waves they shed a ghastly light; 

•treaking surges flame with burning red, 

A and louder still the.thunders spread, 
the solid Iieaw’ns together crush’d, 
riiur worlds'on worlds expiring .rush’d, 
dim*brew’d Chaos struggled to regain 
wild,confusion of bis ancient reign, 
mch .the volley when the arnr of,dove 
i lieMv’n’s high .gates, the rebel Titans drove; 
nick .fierce lightnings blaz’d athwart the flood, 
n, sav'd by Heaven. Deucalion's vessel rode 
>’or the delug’d, hills. Along the shore 
doyens. mindful of their fate, deplore r 1 . 
ling round, on trembling wings.they. fly,. 
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The am'rous dolphins to their deepest caves 

■ In vain retreat, to fly the furious ; waves; • 

’ High o’er the mountain-capes the ocean flows, 

And tears the aged forests from their brows : 

- The pine and oak’s huge, sinewy roots uptorn, 

■ And, from their beds the dusky sands upborne 
On the riulo whirlings of tlie billowy sweep, 

> Imbrown the surface of the boiling deep. 

■ High to the poop the valiant Gama, springs, 

And all the rage of grief his hosom wrings, 

Grief to ..behold, the while fond hope en joy’d 

i The meexl of all his.toils, that hope destroy’d, . 
j i In awful hori'Or lost, the hero stands, y 

■ And rolls his eyes, to heav’n, and spreads his hands, 

■ ■While'to--the clouds.his vessel rides the swell, 

i And now, her black keel strikes the gates of hell; 

’ ;i D Thou,” he cries, “ whom trembling heav’n obeys, 

; Whose vvill the tempest’s furions madness sways, 

!: -Who, through, the wild waves, ledd’st Thy chosen, race, 

■ i 1 While the high billows stood like walls of brass : 1 
all 0 Thou, while- ocean’ bursting o’er the world 

: RoarM o'er the hills, and from the sky down huiTd 
a Rush’d other headlong oceans; oh, as then 
The second father of the i’ace of men 2 
, S-'b- in I’hy care the dreadful billows rode, 

Oh ! .-eve us now, be now the Saviour-God! 

'aSa fe in Thy care,. w r hat dangers have we pass’d ! 

A Ann shall.;Tliou- ]eaveus, leave ns now at last 
; -To : perish here—our dangers and our toils 

■ : To spread Thy lav, r s unworthy of Thy smiles ; . 

V ;.ai' TAaoier. . . The plain truth is, poetry delights ' in personification; 

evv’-yihinK in it, as Aristotle says of the Iliad, has manners; poetry 
' mu«t‘therefore personify according to oiir Ideas. , : TlinS in, Milton':-r- •' 
■ ■)■■■■. Tears, such.as angels weep, hurst forth.” 

. 1 : And Ikus.inHomci‘, wlule tlih suitors, are conducted to. hell h 
■> Tremhling, the spectres glide, ad*d plaintive vent 

- t -n linn,hollow screams, along tXe deep descent: ” 

■ •••; and, unfettered with mythological distinctions, cither shriek or arti- 

< ii, iti It - ill afconli >g to tiw inojt poetical tU'v of ih< .> - mpu- i 
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Our vows unheard ? Heavy wifh all thy weight, 

Oh 'horror, come I and come, eternalnight I ”d . v 

He paus'd:—then ronr.d liis eyes and arms he throw 
. In gesture wild,.and thus : “ Oil happy you ! 1 
You, who in Afric fought for holy faith, . .r 

And, pierc’d with Moorish spears,-. in glorious dentil, y 
Beheld the smiling: heav’ns your toils reward, .. 

. By your .brave mates beheld the eoucpxest shar’d p .A 
Olt happy yon, on every shore renowu’d ! 

Your vows respected, and your wishes crown'd.” 

He spoke ; redoubled rag’d the mingled blasts ;. ... 

: Through the torn cordage and the shatter’d masts , dp 
The winds loud whistled, fiercer lightnings blaz’d,:. 

And louder roars the doubled thunders rais’d, 

The sky and ocean blending, each on fire, . 

Seem’d as all Nature struggled to expire. : 

■When now, the silver star of Love appear’d, 3 ' 

Bright in the east, her radiant front she rear’dp : 

Pair, through the horrid storm, the gentle ‘ray 
Announc’d the .promise: of.- the cheerful day; 

Prom her bright throne Celestial Love beheld . 

The tempest burn, and blast on blast impcll’d 
“ And must the furious demon still,” she cries, •' 

“ Still urge his rage, nor fill the past suffice !.: . 

Yet, as the past, shall.all his rage be vairi—, 

She spoke, and darted to the roaring main:'; .. 

Her lovely nymphs she calls, the nyurphs obey,; 

Her nymphs the virtues who confess her sway.; 

Bound ev’ry brow she bids the rose-buds twine, ., 

And evVy .flower adown the locks to shine, 

The; snow-white lily, and the lanrcl green,. : : 

Ami pink and yellow,as at strife be seen. 

Instant, amid their .golden ringlety strovbA 
Hndi ilow’reL planted,by ihe hand < f L-ne; 

\t strife, wu't first rh" Lipuynn Y1 po wis i > gain. 

Who ‘In ij’nj esr- and tin w v 
B'-lght as a Parry band the Ntr-ids sk nc. 

L --taut .■id.Ewluk sum flu ’.r pimnu c < u u : 

- I'o ’in nW‘H E<>! j-h > tie u ml y. 


* Venus. 
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Hie winds die faintly, and, in softest siglis, 

Bach at his fair one’s feet desponding lies y 
]'he bright Orithia, threatening, sternly chides 
The 1'nrTous Boreas, and liis faith derides ; 

The furious Boreas owns her powerful bands: 

Bair Galatea, with a smile commands 
.•< The raging■■■hfotus, for his-love, how true, 

His fervent passion and his faith she knew. 

Tims, every nymph her various lover chides 
A , The silent winds are fetter’d by their brides; 

I | And,-to the goddess of celestial loves, 

!j! - Mild as her look, and gentle as her doves, 
if >. In fiowTy bands are brought. Their am’rous flame 
i The queeii approves, and “ ever burn the same,” 

, jj She cries, and joyful on the nymphs’ fair hands, 

I Th’ Eolian race receive the queen’s commands, 
i i' And vow,, that henceforth her Armada’s sails 
■ [■ - Should' gently' swell with, fair propitious gales. 1 ; 

i 1 And vow, that henceforth her Armada's saite 

Sj ■: ' i;-'.'-- Should gently swell with fair propitious gales. 

- 1 lu inmuberaMe instances Gamoens discovers himself a judicious 

; - imitator of the; ancients. In the two great masters of the. epic are 

" several propheciesoracidaf of the fate of different heroes, which give 
1 -nri-alr of solemn importance to the poem. The tate of- the Armada 
"; f’nus obscurely anticipated, resembles m particular the prophecy ot 

- the safe return of TJlvsses to Ithaca, foretold by the shade of Tiresias. 
.which-wits" afterwards fulfilled by the PJyeacims. It remains pow to 

■niake some observations on the machinery used by. Gamoens in this. 

- honk. "•.•-•The- necessity of machinery in. the epopea, and the, perhaps, 
uwinmnnt hh diiu ultv of finding om mniceptiouibb adiptul n« v 
r>bom where the heroes are Christians,.or, in other -words,-to a poem; 
■> h -r 'suhicct is moduli, haw ahead', bun oImuccI in the tut lam 

- ' Theniachiuerv of Gamocns has also been prosed, in .every,roapeot,.to 
iy. ]o«s.exceptionable than that of Tasso in. his Jerusalem, or that of 

V, !+urn i.i hi' Iknnidr Tilt dentnt of Ifichu-to rin jnlue of 
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Xow. morn., serene, in dajipled grey.arose 1 : ^ ■ 

O er the fair lawns "where nmrm’ring Gausfes flows: , 
.Pale shone the wave beneath the golden beam, 

Blue, o'er the silver flood, MalabriVs mountains gleam: 

. - The. sailors on the .main-top's airy round. ^ ■ 

-‘' Land, land ! ’’ aloud with waving.hands.resouhd ;- T 
Aloud the pilot of Melinda cries, ^ 77 : 

“ Behold. 0 chief, the shores of India rise [•” "■ ; : 

Bhue. tl)e joyful crew on tip-toe trod. 

And every breast with swelling raptures glow’d ; :• 
Gamas great soul confess'd the rnshimr swell, 

- Prone on his manly knees the hero,felly ^ : P 7'" 

^0. bounteous heayn ! "■lie'cries. and spreads.his hands 
. Lj) bounteous heav’n, while boundless joy e'omniands 
No- further word to flow. / In wonder lost.- 1 
As one m horrid dreams through whirlpools ioss’d, 7 
•How, snatch d by demons, rides the flaminn air 
Andjiovls, and hears the bowlings of despair: ^ ■:■■■■• 

Awak d, amaz'd, contus’d with transport clows, 

And, trembling: still, with troubled joy o’mhoyrs ;' ;7 
So, yet affected wkh the sickly weight 
Left, by the horrors of the dreadful "night, 

Tile hero wakes, in raptures to beholcT 
Tim Indian shores before -his prows unfold: 

Bounding, he rises, and., with eyes en tire, 

. Surreys the limits of his proud'desire. 7 : 

. 0 glorious chief, while storms and oceans rav’d 
M hatr.hupcks» foils thy dauntless valour brav’d 1 ! * 

By toils like thine tho‘brave ascend to heav’n. 

By tods like thine immortal fame is gic'n. 

ot- he. who daily moves in ermine gown. '77-v 

Who nightly slumbers on the (much'of .Bwn ; 

L h" |-rondly boaris Hmugh heroes old to trace 
Inc lordly lineage of his tiled it. co; 
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Proud of t'he smiles of every .courtier lord, 

■ A.-welcome guest-at-every courtier’s.board; - 

■ -Not lie, the' feeble son of ease,- .may. claim .. 

Thy wreath, 0 Gama, or may hope thy fame. 

■Tis he, who nurtur’d on.the tented field, 

Prom -whose brown cheek each tint of fear expel I’d, 

With manly face tmmov’d, secure, serene, 

■ Amidst the. thunders of 

; Prom horror’s mouth dares snatch the warrior’s crown, 

■ llisown liis honours, all his fame his own : 

s Who', pi'om'ily just to honour’s stern commands, . 

;j! The dog-star’s rage on Alric’s burning sands, 

| i Or the keen air of midnight polar skies, . 

| [ Long watchful by the helm, alike delies : 
ij Who, on his front, the trophies of the wars, 
if Bears his ..proud-, knighthood’s badge, his honest scars; 

: Who, cloth’d in steel, by thirst, by famine worn. 

I . Through raging seas by bold ambition borne, 

M Scornful of gold, by noblest ardour fir’d, 

Eaqb wish fry'.'mental dignity inspir’d, 

- Prepar’d each ill-to suiter, or to dare, 

To: bless,mankind, his great, his. only care ; 

Him whom her son mature Experience owns, 

■Him, him. alone Heroic Glory crowns. 

price more.the translator is tempted to. confess -his-opinion, that-. 
•th<r contrary, practice of Homer and 'Virgil affords, in reality, no reason¬ 
able objection-'-against--: the exclamatory- exaljcranccs of Camoisus. 

■ Horn'or. * .'though the father of the epic .poem., has his exuberances.- 
v; which violently trespass against the first -.rule of the epopea,- the unity 
: - of the-iietion. • A rtdo 'which, strictly-speaking*is-hot outraged by the 
. <ngi‘cfeiv'ti eseminations of L-amoens. 'Hie one now before ns. as the 
.- •■•Riwetrst. •:«rit>c- • must--: allow, -is happily, adapted • io the-subject -of 
-th« Iwifc: '1 tie grenf dangers winch the hero hud hitherto .encountered- 
piui u ! i> d -'ll cJ lb is tthnv'td'. I m “ n( tt io 

the-fruiiurt-ftitofewilie object -of lus -ambitnni.-anU oi ail Ins tods. 
'J > tv 1 im t, m Manfi/H' on tin _,i n.d Inn,* of i nt po in hi- it- 
propriety-.-.-and--discovers’ f lic wnnnth of author’s genius. .It must 
Ai>" l'i> -ft w »i -smo.’h tlni.Htui- font tlu-tunpi i oi out unht.us 
p**- 1 h. i 1 i 'nit m]it vi‘h v hu it h< *-['( hn of iho 1 kviriot 

ina'tni o.iutti t. i oi i’ il< u_,lit iiul b sifit v inch ho nl 

i]i< ft n-i f tic s ( .| t t • itt'tni ins < v, t nine hi. ?■> the n sdt. <•. 
mismiiiivv-. His c,:ui!]i!Sir!ts in Aivicn,,where .in •« gu)umt attack l><* 
i t a), wt.lm ti ut ‘wu Sti. at <-la, .»ml tin > uhlan lu‘ gut .ut 1 
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the battles in which he bore an honourable share in India. ri«e 
to opr idea, and possess vis with an esteeniy and ml mi ration: of nur 
,martial: poet, who thus. could look back with a agallant. enthUsiasnv 
.'{though, his modesty does not mention himself) on all the harddbps 
he ••had; endured: who thus could bravely esteem the damrers 'to 
which he had been exposed, and by whieh'he had severely suffered. 
«' ‘‘he desirable occurrences of his life, and the ornament of 

■his.music. . 
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Some, blindly wand’ring, holy faith disclaim, 1 
And. fierce through all. wild rages civil fin mo. 

High sound the titles of the English crown, 

King of Jerusalem.” 2 his old renown ! 

Alas, deliedited with an airy name, •. 

The thin, dim shadow of departed.fame,. : yvA/W 

Bdngland’s stern monarch, sunk in soft repose, .. 

Luxurious riots mid Ids northern snows : 

Or, if the starting burst of rage succeed. 

His brethren are his foes, and Christians bleed ; 

While Hagar’s brutal race his titles stain, ; :A 

In weeping Salem unmolested reign, 

And with their rites impure her holy shrines profane. j 
And thou, 0 Gaul, 3 with gaudy, trophies -plum’d. -.'.V 
“ Most Christian ” nam’d : alas, in vain assum’d !. 

What.' impious lust of empire steels thy breast. C 
From their just lords the Christian lands to wrest ! ' 
While holy.faith’s hereditary foes 5 
Possess the treasures where Cyniiio flows; 6 
And all secure, behold tdieir harvests smile 
In waring gold along the banks of iSTile. 

AikI thou. 0 lost to glory, lost ,to fame, •• ■ ; : 

Thou dark oblivion of thy ancient name, ■ 
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By every vicious luxury debas’d, 

Each noble passion from tby breast eras’d, 

Nerveless in sloth, enfeebliug arts tliy boast, 

O Italy, how fall’ll, how low, how lost! 1 
In vain, to thee, the call of glory sounds. 

Thy sword alone thy own, soft bosom wounds. 

Ah, Europe’s sons, ye brother-powers, in you 
The. fables old of Cadmus 2 now are true ; 

! 0 liuJji! hou; falVii. how lino,-how lost !—However these, severe 
reflections; on modern Italy may displease the admirers of Italian 
.manners, the picture on the whole is too just to admit of confutation. 
Never did the, history of tiny court -afford such instances of villainy 
and, all the baseness of intrigue as that, of the pope’s. That this view 
of they lower ranks in the pope’s dominions is just, we have the in¬ 
dubitable testimony- of Addison. Our poet is justifiable in his censures, 
for.he only follows the severe reflections of the greatest of the Italian 
poets. It were easy to give fifty instances; two or three, however, 

. shall suffice,Diixite,'in'-his’sixth canto, del Burg;— 

.. .AM, send Italia, di dolore ostello, 

-Nave sensa ndeehiero m'-gran-tempesloi, 

'■'•y.; Non donna di provincie, bordello. 

“ All, slavish Italy,;the inn of dolour, a ship without a pilot in a 
horrid ..tempestnot the mistress of provinces, but a brothel!’’ 

Ariosto, panto 17:— 

0 d’ ogni r.itio ff-tida sentina 
;. Dor mi Italia imhriaco. 

“ 0. inebriated Italy, thou sleepest the sink .of every filthy vice! ” 

' And Petrarch :5- . :'- 

Del’e-mpia BaMlonia, and’ efuggiia 
Oani rergoqna, ond’ oqni bene e fuori, 

Miwrgo didol«r, wmiix d’ errori . 

j SopJ'wjgil'io pef.aUnhgdrla vita. 

“ From the impious Babylon (the Papal Court) from whence all shame 
and. all good-arc fled,-, the'inn of dolour, the mother of errors, have I 
Chastened atv'ny to .prolong' my. life.” 

-27m ■fables old of Cadmus.— Cadmus having slain the dragon 
■which guarded the .•fountain of Dirce, y Bceotia. sowed- the teeth of 
the tnonster.-. A'- number .of- armed men immediately sprnrur up; ami. 
fiurrennded Cadmus, in order to kill fiim.. By the counsel of Minerva 
lie threw a precious stone among them, in str?ving for vthich they 
■ tlew one another. Alniv five .survived., who afterwards assisted him 
t- build riit c-hy of Thebes.-.Vid. Ovid. Met. iv. , 

.. . . . . Terrigrme perenni per-nmtua vnlnera fratn*. 
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Fierce rose the brothers from the dragon tooth. 
And each fell, crimson’d with a brother’s death. 

So, fall the bravest of .the Christian name, 1 
A bile dogs unclean 2 Messiah’s lore blaspheme. 
And howl their curses o'er tlie holy tomb. 

While to the sword the Christian race they doom. 
From age to age, from shore to distant -shore, 

By various princes led, their legions pour -, 

United .all in one determin’d aim, 

From ev’ry land to blot the Christian name. 

Then wake, ye brother-powers, combin’d awake. 
And. from the foe the great example take. 

If empire tempt ye. io, the East expands, : 

Fair and immense, her summer-garden lands : t f 
There, boastful Wealth displays her radiant store 
Facto! and Hernias’ streams, o’er golden ore. ' 

Roll their long way: but, not for you they flow, V 
Their treasures blaze on the stern sultan’s brow.: 
For him Assyria plies the- loom of gold, 

And Afric’s sons-their deepest mines unfold 
To build his'haughty throne. Ye western powers 
To throw tlie mimic bolt of Jove is yours. : 

Yours all the art to wield the mans of lire. 

Then,: bid the thunders of the dreadful tiro 
Against the. walls of dread Byzantium 8 roar. 

Till, headlong.'drivenfrom Europe’s ravish’d shor 
To their cold .'ieywunn wilds, and dreary den.'.. 

By Caspian'mountains, and micultur’d fens, 

(Their-fathers’ seats beyond the Wolgian.Lake,'*)(■' 
The barb Yens race of Saracen betake, : 

And hark, to you the woful Greek exclaims;’ 

The Georgian fathers and th’ Armenian dames, . 

So fall 'thehrdrml of 'theMnMittn name,- 1 '' 
■; While dogs unclean ■ 'A b •' 
Imitated from a fine passage in Lucan,''begin nirig~Ab 
Quh’ fxirivr.. 0 Ctef'a! fpitv ia-iiia Itceniw f/rrrt^ 

T Gcntihus inrisis Littiiiia prxhtrc tworem ? ■ - 

Titebloliu.mM.fjrws. 

: - : •* Constantinople. ' 

< r 7 » n /)' - bid -ru' ^'1 ‘ If! 

large river Volga, or Vv alga, which empties itself- into it. 
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Their fairest offspring from their bosoms torn, 

(, A -dimclf ill '.tribute 1) l - loud' imploring mourn.. 

Alas, in vain ! their offspring captive led, 

.In Hagar’s 3 sons’ mnhallow’d temples bred, 

To rapine train’d, arise a brnta.1 host, 

The Christian terror, and the Turkish boast. 

. Yet sleep, ye powers of Europe, careless sleep, 

To you in vain your eastern brethren weep ; 

Yet, not. in vain their woe-wrung tears shall sue, 

Though small the Lusian realms, her legions few, 

..The guardian oft by Heav’n ordain’d before, 

The Lusian race shall guard Messiah’s lore. 

'When Hoav'n decreed to crush the Moorish foe 
lleav’u gave the Lusian spear to strike the blow. 

ViLien Hcav’n’s own laws o’er Afrie’s shores were heard, : 
The sacred shrines the Lusian heroes rear’d; 8 
Nor shall their .zeal in Asia's bounds expire, 

■Asia, subdu’d, shall fume with hallow’d fire. 

When the red sun the Lusian shore forsakes. 

. Ami on the lap of deepest west i awakes, 

O’er The wild plains, beneath unincens’d skies 
The sun shall.view, the Lusian altars rise. 

. And, cohid new worlds by human step be trod, . 

, Those worlds should tremble at the Lusian nod. 5 . 

: ' r : 1 .Their fairest offspring from their bosoms torn, . 

. y (A dreadful tribute!)—.. 

Bv .ihis barbarous .policy the tyranny of the -Ottomans was long 
siistainefi. The troops of the Turkish infantry and cavalry, known by;, 
the .name of Janissaries and Spahis, were thus supported. ‘‘The sout 
■of Christians —aml those the most completely furnished, by nature-^ 

= were taken in their childhood from,their parents by, a levy inadeyvory 
.five years, or olt,ener, as occasion required.”—tsVNDvs. 

- MohaiamcAcns. . ■ 

! O'er Afric't chores 

. The sacredshrines the Liman heroes rear'd.— 
a Bee the note on. book v. p. 1,57. * 

■ -■ 4 Of dnqv'vi'wrxt .—Alludes to t^e discoverv and conquest of the 
i -.Brazils-bv.the•h’orlusruuse.. - v ' V \ - *. 



THE LUSIAD 


(hook vn. 


JOS 

Ami now. their ensigns blazing o'er the tide, 

On India's shore the Lusian heroes rifle. 

High to the fleecy clouds resplendent far 
"Appear the regal towers of Malabar, 

Imperial Calicut, 1 .the lordly seat ■ 

Of the first monarch of the Indian state. 

Right to the port the ••valiant Gama bends, . ■ • 

"With joyful shouts, a fleet of boats attends: 

•Joyful, their nets they leave and finny prey, 

And, crowding round the Lusians, point the way. 

A herald now, by Tasco’s high command 

Sent to the monarch, treads the Indian strand 

The sacred staff he bears, in gold he shines, : 

. And tells his office by raajostic signs. : i : . 

As, to and fro, recumbent to the gale. 

The harvest waves along the yellow dale, 

rendered accessible. to the former. The purpose of. his poem is also 
■strictlykept in view. The vest and the east he considt-rshs two grout 
empires; the orie of the true. religion, the other of a false.: '-The 
-.professors of the' true, disunited and .destroying one another; tho 
professors of the hike one, all combined to extirpate the other. He 
upbraids tile professors of. the.true religion for their vices, particularly'. 
•Tor (heir disunion, and for- deserting .tile interests of- holy .'faith, ;. His 
eounirynieri, however, ho boasts-, have, been' its defenders and .planters,' 
.and,' without the assistance.of their brother powers, will plant; it in 
Asia. 

. The Crusaders,’' according to Voltaire, “ were a hand of vngahomi; 
thieves,.' who had 'agreed, to fumble from the heart;of Europe Inorder 
to .desolate a country they had no right to. and massacre.-'-.in '«f»ld ■ 
J.'iood, a venerable prince, more than fourscore years old. and his whole 
people,••against whom they had no pretence of complaint.” 

To prove that the■ - Crusades were neither so urijii8ti’fi»bk\ .so Im- ; 
.politic,-'nor so unhappy in their cou sentiences as. snpertifeial''readers' of. 
history-are accustomed to regard-them, would not be dmioult. 

T'pon tin' whop-, jt will Iji found that be Portugiu “e !><■' i t-Uh- of 
the political reasons of-sv Crusade with an accuracy in the-phil^opljy.-. 
'> hi-t.iry,- ujK’ifj to Tint of Volt mr, 1 « Sin p h 1 ie d jm ,u of iii’o . 
T<‘uL:d surpass- thai of tho I nrnUe. And tin rnf m in ] m Sty tmpt 
allow, that, to suppose the- discovery of Gama . Hip. -'completion 1 ; of'all • 
the-endeavours to -overthrow Vho crest enemies of. the true -religion;' • 
• itm- a dimity fa ?b ]io< m, and ,\n imp *rtnrt"** to tin h"i<>. Muninr in 
tiinf wjiii'h y-M Jr.-, 05 the same ‘•i.pp<>-i f it>!i. plloAt- to the subject of 
the Jerusalem of Tasso. . 

1 'Calicut is the name of a famous sett-porl^^ of 




So, round the herald press the wond’ring throng, ' 
Recumbent waving as they pour along, 

And ranch his manly port and strange attire, 

And much his fair and ruddy hue admire : 

When, speeding through the crowd, with eager haste. 
And honest smiles, a son of Airic press’d.: 

15nra.pt with joy the wond’ring herald hears 
(Jastilia’s manly tongue salute his ears. 1 
‘• i What friendly angel from thy Tago’s .shore 
.Idas led thee hither P ” cries the joyful Moor. ; 

Then, hand in hand (the pledge of faith) conjoin’d— 

“ Oh joy beyond the dream of hope to find, 

To hear a kindred voice,” the Lusian cried, 

“ Beyond unmeasur’d, gulfs and seas untried: 

Untried, before our daring keels explor’d 

Our fearless way ! 0 Heav’n, what tempests roar’d. 

While, round the vast of Afric’s southmost land, 

Our eastward bowsprits sought; the Indian strand 1 ” . 

: Aiua,z’d, o’erpower’d, the friendly stranger stood— 

A path now open’d through the boundless flood ! 
/The bone of ages, and the.dread despair, 

Accomplish’d now, and conquer’d ! ’’—Stiff his hair 
Bose thrilling, while his lab’ring thoughts pursued 
/•The dreadful course, by Gama’s fate subdued.. 
Homeward, with gon’rous warmth o’erfiow’d, he leads 
'the -Lusian- guest, and swift the feast succeeds; . 

’The purple grape, and golden fruitage smile; 

And each choice viand of the Indian soil 
] hon'd o’or the hoard, the master's zeal declare; 
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The sacred pledge of eastern faith 1 approv’d, 

By Traill mi alter’d, and by wrong nmnov’d. 

Now, to the fleet the joyfnl herald bends. 

With earnest pace the Heav’n-sent friend attends: 

Now, down the river’s sweepy stream they glide,. 

And now, their.pinnace cuts, the briny tide: 

The Moor, with transport sparkling- in his. eyes,» 

The woli-knov,n make of Gama's navy spies, 

The bending bowsprit, and the mast so tali. 

The sides black, frowning as a castle wall,- •• 

The high-tower d stern,, the lordly, nodding prore. 

And the broad standard slowly waving o'er 
The anchor’s moony 2 fangs. The skiff he leaves. 

Brave Gama's deck his hounding siep receives; 

And, " Hail l " he. cries : in transport G-AMA sprung, s .. 

-And round his neck with friendly welcome hung;. 

.hkirapt, so distant o’er the dreadful main, ■ 

To heai'the music of the, tongue of Spain. 

And now. beneath a painted shade of state, 

Be.-ide the adnimd, the stranger sat. 

Of India's clime, the natives, and the laws. 

What monarch sways them, what religion awes? 

Why from the tombs do'-m-al to h.s sms 
The son so far r the valiant chief inquires. 

In act to -peak the strum, or taws In;- bind. 

The joy la 1 c?nv in Blent wonder si and, 

"Rath gently pzTvsiny* r .i, with greedv oar. 

As tv-i th 4 ' bending forest 1 -* scoop'd to bear 

1 T> nd j 1 'Vi • of rv'i< rn f< it"’. —To t at together was and still 
is. in the ea-t 1 upon p f tJi»_ imiolaMr* pledge of protection. \,» 
p iVi-mn rohUrmn m.-ore flat \ f Pong v\ Ur- «, a >weh‘]} n 
the utmost tenor pro-noted himself before him, ami implored to he 
po ehu irf’M i b no ft* nuHtu 1* n pot tv 4 ei him. 

io t.bre hi,- ItA, 'J'bc aobk-rrm took « jwh, eat ] art of it, pud enve 
the rest to the hmUYe. a-sm-imr him of s-c’Hy, .As they upproneJ''<*d 
t i< la » m ih< \ u t * on J * I t ' urn 1 du J mr lot i m* p i of p < 
isob3< rwA -no The hwn-'d 11 pilin'* rb Vi nds.l H i 

niHpli n r, v,he need 1 h\y. U' he delivered fo tltur ivty. The 
f >th< j. Jhoi ip. nt inhchir d riThpAt i and umrer, implied. * U< have 
< on it _• i ’ md l i ill '< r i to v Ira* Ilf pt te>(,d U>f 
numb r* r > j* 1 k - >'<, f>bm U,e tun of in- ‘Tnustic- and Evd/Uhoui.snTuI 
in the Tiichf f:Hki mb hi.' fn-upe. 

- i,- or-jM tnt-Aap- ■! —-Jhh. 
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In Rhodope, 1 when -Orpheus’ • heavenly strain, 

•Deplor’d-his lost. Eurydice in: vain; 

While, with a mien that gcn’rous friendship won 
From ev’ry heart, the stranger thus began , 

“ Your.glorious deeds,.ye Lusians, well 1 know, 

To iieig'hb’ring' earth the vital air I owe; 

Yet—though my faith the Koran’s lore revere ; 

• So taught rny sires;-.my birth at proud Tangier. 

A hostile dime to Lisbon’s awful name— . 

I-glow, enraptur’d, o’er the Lusian fame; 

Proud though your nation’s warlike glories.shine, 

These' proudest honours yield,.0 chief, to thine; ■■■:■;.■ 
Rouen,th thy dread achievements low they fall, 

And India’s shore, discover’d, crowns them all. 

Won by your fame, bv fond affection sway’d, 

A friend .1. come, and offer friendship’s aid. 

As, on rny lips Gastilia’s. Iangmage glows, 

So, from my tongue the speech of India flows : . 

Mozaido my name, in India’s court belov’d, 

For honest deeds (but-time shall speak) approv’d. 

When Iitdia’s monarch greets his court again, 

( For. now. the banquet on the tented plain :. 

And sylvan chase his careless hours employ), 2 
Wd,on'India’s mighty lord, with wond’ring joy, 

Shall hail you welcome on his spacious shore 

Throu gh oceans never plough’d by keel before, 

M yself -shall-glad.interpreter attend, : 

Mine ev’ry office of the- faithful .friend. 

Ah ! but a stream..Abe labour of the oar, 

Divides my birthplace from your native shore; 

< >n '.Imre- unknown, in distant worlds, how sweet 
The kindred longue, Ihe kindred face, to greet i 

In: Eho(l'ope:~Tho ...beautiful.- fable of tlie descent of Orpheus to 
hell, for the meoverv of his beloved wife, Eurydice, will be found -m 
.AhiffilA Georgies, bk. iv., lines +00--SO. ~ t Ed. 

.tv* -(For mrc'ihe-lmiquH on/lw ienf&i plains 

And sylvan-chase his .carelesshours c*inphry }.— # 

The great 'BlotuilAind- 'other eastern sovereigns, attended .by their 
'courtiers;--'sr^nfi' -armnaHv 'some- months of the. finest season in t-n- 
ctimpineiiis in the field, iff luiuting-parlies, and military amusements. 
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•Such now my joy: and such, - O Heav’n, be yours! 

Yes. bounteous Heav'n your glad success secures. 

Till now impervious, Heav'n alone subdued 
The various horrors of the trackless flood : 

Heav'n sent you here for some great .work divine, 

And Heav'n inspires my breast your sacred toils to join. 

. Vast are the shores of India’s wealthful soil; 
Southward sea-girt she forms a. demi-isle : 

His caveruM cliffs with dark-brow’d forests crown’d, 
liemodian Taurus 1 frowns her northern bound: 

From Caspia’s lake th’ enormous mountain 1 spreads; 

And, bending eastward, rears a thousand heads: - 

Far.to extremest sea the ridges thrown, 

By various names, through various tribes are known : ‘ 

Here down the waste of Taurus’ rocky side 
Two inf amt rivers pour the crystal tide, 

Indus the one, and one the Gauges nam’d, .1 

Darkly of old through distant nations fam’d: . :: T 

One eastward curving holds his crooked wav, 

One to the west gives Iris, swoll’n tide to stray : : . : ' : , : 

Declining; gpnfcluvard many a land they lave. 

.And, widely swelling, roll the sea-like wave, H 

Till the.twin offspring of ,tho mountain sire : ' t 

Both in the Indian deep engulf’d expire : . , . ’ ; : 

Between these.streams, fair smiling to the day, ■v/.h/.'/T 
The Indian lands -their wide domains display; . . 

And many a league, far to .the south; they' bond; h ■ /, . I 
From the broad region where the rivers end, 
riJI. where the shores to Ceylon's isle oppose. - 
In conic form the Indian regions close.. x.., : 

To various laws tlie'various tribes incline,? ' - 

And.various are. the rites esteem'd, divine: - 

v, >mc. as idw ! fc*n hi, reecho the Khn-.m’s lore. 

Some the dread monsters of the.wild adore-; 'k v .:;y "V.. 

1 7 f, / v< —lot JIwi dam nn << ul’Aisa <•.}>)- 

H "i i t % _ t r* rn 

nyri.f rt; iho vole and krunvu by rniiou-. n;nno, a* (UwaMi*. 
, rwiu'-. IVipii ii.-in, Jivt T’iuu<- oti mk<l ihn.mdi' 

'f * ' i ‘ 1 ■ i> h«t n.* )-t ig< m 7u>>Tjutauw t»> 
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Some bend to wood and stone the prostrate head. 
And - rear nnliallow’d altars to the dead.: 
l>v 0antes’ banks, as wild traditions tell, 1 
Of old Hie tribes liv'd healthful by the smell; 

No food they knew, such fragrant vapours rose 
Rich from the flow’ry lawns where Canoes flows: 
Here now the Delhian, and the fierce Path an, 

Feed their fair flocks; and here, a heathen clan, 
rSrern Dcd<ha.n‘s sons the fertile valleys till, 

A dan, whose hope to shun eternal ill. 

Whose trust from ev’ry stain of guilt td save, 

Is-fondly plac’d in Ganges' holy wave; 2 
j if to the scream the breathless corpse he giv’n r ■ 
jH-They deem the-spirit wings her way to heav’n. 

; i Here by the mouths, where .hallow’d Ganges ends, 

I[’| Eens.'ala’s beauteous Eden wide extends, 

|i::j".lJnnvail’d smile her fair luxurious vales: ' 

|h- And here. Cambay’a 8 spreads her palmy dales ; 

|j- j- A." warlike realm, .where still the martial race . 

11 ; j Froui Porus,'’ fam’d.of yore, tlieir lineage trace, 
it - Nnrsingah here.displays her spacious line, 

1 . in noflye gold, her sons and ruby shine: 
c Alas, how vain J. these gaudy sons of fear, 

. . ilrembling, bow down before each hostile spear.' 

' Arid now. heboid ! ’’—and while he spoke lie rose, 

: j Now,■■.with, extended arm, the prospect shows.-—• 


l - i'ls -H-iJ'l imrfiwm leJL— Pliny, -imposed upon by some Greeks. 
•wiir> -me)ended'to have been in . India, relates this table.—Vide' Nat;' 
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‘‘ Behold these mountain tops of-various size 
, Blend their: dim ridges with the; fleecy skies: \ 
Nature’s rude wall, against the fiercO- ! Canal*V;'; v ; 
They guard the fertile lawns of -Malabar. 

Here, from the mountain-to the -surgy.mn.in, 

Fair as a garden, spreads the smiling plain: 

And lo, the empress of the Indian powers, 

Their lofty Calicut, resplendent towers ; : 

Hers e'v-’ry fragrance of the spicy shore. . 

Hers ev’ry gem of India’s countless store :. 

Great: Samoreem, her lord’s imperial, style, 

.The. mighty lord of India’s utmost soil: 

To him the kings their duteous tribute pay, : 
And, at his feet, confess their borrow’d sway. 

Yet higher tower’d the monarehs ancients boast, 
Of old one sov’reign rul’d the spacious coast. . 

A votive train, who brought the Koran’s lore, 
(What time great Perima.l the scop tret bore), 
From blest Arabia’s groves to India came; 

•'Life were their v/ords, their eloquence a flame 
Of holy zeal: fir’d by the powerful strain. 

The- lofty monarch joins , the faithful train, ’ 

And vows, at fair Medina’s 2 shrine, to close 
His life’s mild eve in prayer. and sweet repose. 
Gifts he prepares to deck the: prophet’s tomb, 

The glowing labours of the Indian loom, V 
Orissa's spices, and Gol eon da’s, gems; 

Yet, e’er the fleet llT Arabian ocean stems," 

His-final Care his potent-regions claim, -, . 
Bor his the transport of a father’s name :. . 

His servants', now,the regal purple, wear, 

And, high enthron'd, the c olden scopin-s ben-. 
-Proud-,Coobim- out-, and one fair Chal.c sways, 

The spicy.Isle another lord, obeys ; 

Couiarn and Catianoor’s' luxurious fields,. : 

.And Gtvm.Ern.nore to various lords he yields, .. . r 
While; these, and. others thus 'tho'.-mo'narc'h-’grac'd, 
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Save Calicut, a city poor and small, 

Though lordly now, no more remain’d to fall: 

Griev’d to behold such merit thus repaid, 
flie sapient youth the ‘king of kings ’ he made, 

Aiyl, honour’d with the name, great Zamoreem, 

The lordly, titled boast of power supreme. 

J>ha\ now ‘ groat Penmal 1 resigns his reign, 

' '*ift blissful'bowers of Paradise to gain: 
yrev!i ve g'^le his gaudy navy flies, 
natim,India sinks for ever from his eyes. 

, AI noon to Calicut’s commodious port 
to yhVets, deep-edging with the wave, resort: 
o'L^VjYer the shore extend the warlike piles, 

■ I'L-Jin all the landscape round luxurious smiles. 

Hij And how, her. flag to ev’ry gale unfurl’d, 

i She towers, the empress of the eastern world: 

| Such are the blessings sapient, kings bestow, 

I And from,thy stream such gifts, 0 Commerce, flow. < 

“ Prom that sage youth, who first reign’d ‘king of T 
I' j now who sways the tribes of India springs. 
Carious the tribes, all led by fables vain, 

Their rites che dotage of the dreamful brain. 

AH sate where Nature whispers modest care, 

Naked. they blacken in the sultry air. 

• The haughty nobles and the vulgar race 
Never.mast'join the conjugal embrace; 

Nor may the stripling, nor the blooming maid, 

i Oh, Inst io jov, by cruel rites betray’d !) 
to spouse of other than their father’s art, 

A;. Love’s connubial shrine unite the heart: 

Nor may their sons (the genius and the view 
^riim’d and. fetter’d) other art ptlgem. . 

A lie \Af "(i the Nam, and deep the hongn'isgiace, 
Bbould other tribe touch one of 

•■•.A-'.^LiOUsand-:uaLu .washings . 0 .< as orphan of a jn 


ding to tradition. Periroal. a.i 
]y»nt '*00. years be fore .Ham a’sv 
int-kingdiims, and ended his dy 


the pliilosopiv 
:'jysies, Hied'yi 
incing pSwof 
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Poleas 1 tlie lab’rmg louver clans are nam’d: : - :• 

By 'the proud. Ifayres the noble rank; is .claim’d; . 

The toils of culture, and of art. they scorn. 

The warrior's plumes their haughty brows adorn ; 

The shining falchion brandish’d in the right. 

Their left arm wields, the target in the fight.;'- 

Of danger scornful, ever arm'd they stand 

Around the king, a stern barbarian band. . i d .■ v 

Wliate’er in India holds the sacred name 

Of piety or lore, the Brahmins claim : vhk 

In wildest rituals, vain and painful, 'lost, • . • ■ 

Brahma, 2 their founder, as a, god they boast. 5 : , 

. 1 4.e. -pariahs, outcasts. ■ 

2 Brahma their founder ns a god they hoa-si.— Antiquity has talked 
much,..but. knew .little with certainty of the Brahmins. and their 

. philosophy. Porphyry and others esteem them tho mime: as the 
Gvninosophists of the Greeks, and divide them into several sects, the 
thtuiiuirei, the Germanes, the "Pram nay the Gymnetse, cite. Brahma is 
the head of the. Hindu triad which consists of Brahma, Aislimr 
and Siva'.—ili. 

3 Almost imnun.erable. and sometimes as whimsically absurd as ilio: 
“.Arabian Nights’Entertainments.” sire the holy legends of .India:'-' Tl e 
accounts .of.-the god Brahma, or Brimlui, are more .various than those 
oi anv taole m the Grecian mythology. Aceurdimr to Fa flier Bobmrw, • 
ia his life of Xavier, tiie .Brahmins hold, that the Great God having a 

' desire to become'visible,- became man. In- this'state he produced three 
•sons, Mayso. Visnu, and Brahma:.-the- first, born of liis moufli, the 
second, of in's breast, the third, of his •belly'. Being about t.o return to. 
bis invisibility, Ik- assigned various .departments to his three sous'. To: 
•Brahma be cave the third Maven,. with the superintendence, of the. 
rites of religion. Brahma having-a desire,-for children, begat' thru 
Brahmins, who arc the priests of India, and who. are believed by. the 
other tribes to l>e a race of demi-goels, who have the blood of ; heavi-ti 
panning- in their veins. • Other .accounts say. Hint: Brahma produc'-ii 
the. priests - from his head, - the -more ignoble tribes from, his- biga-si. 
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To crown their meal no meatiest life expires, 

Pulse, fruit, and herbs alone their board requires: 

: last comes MiJeah,. the Kingdom, who bogat' Shekiuah, the Divine 

-i' : : Presence. In tlio same maimer the Christian Gnostics, of the sect.of 
o. Yafehtinus, held t.lieir, nxijpa'jita, and their thirty iEons. Ampsiu and 
;.; o-4»(ran«, .they, tell, us, i.e. Profundity and Silence, begat llacua and 
I'karlhuu, Mind and Truth ; these begat Ubucm and Thardeadia, Word 
.i: and. Lite, and these Id'erexa and Atarbarba, Man and Church. The 
1 ; other conjunctions of‘their thirty iEons are of similar ingenuity. The 
>;• prevalence of the same, spirit of. mythological allegory in such different 
nations, affords the philosopher-a worthy field for speculation. 

■Almost, its innumerable, as their legends are the dreadful penances 
tj.Uj to which the. Hindus submit themselves for the expiation of sins. 
|] : . home hold the transmigration of souls, and of consequence , abstain 
It ;i from: all animal food. 1 Yet, Jiowever austere in;-other respects, they 
ji ; j freely abandon themselves to every species of dcdtauchory, some of them 
l ; |:. esteeming the most unnatural abominations as the privilege of their' 

: j sanctity..-. -The. cow they venerate as sacred. If a dying man can lay 
: ji hold of a cow's tail, and expire with it in liis hands, his soul is sure to 
ji be purified, and perhaps will enjoy the signal favour to transmigrate 
j j: into th e body of - one of those animals. The temples of Itidiaj which 
; are iiimierous, are filled with innumerable idols of the most horrid 
I figures.- The Brahmins are allowed to eat nothing but what is cooked 
f? day themselves. Astrology is their principal study ; yet, though they 
arc mostly a despicable set of fortune-tellers,'some of them are excellent 
i, . moralists,, and particularly inculcate the comprehensive virtue,,, of 
i" humanity,, which is enforced by the opinion, that Divine beings often 
j ’ assume the. habit of mendicants, in order to distinguish the'charitable 
4 ' tyoin'the . inhuman. They have several traditions of the virtuous, on 
.these.iuippy trials, being translated into heaven ; the. best designed 
•j. : incitement to virtue, perhaps, which their religion contains. Besides 
j- .-the Brahmins,,the principal sect of that vast region called India, there. 
?: are., several others, -who are divided and subdivided, according to in-, 

•t .'nutnerable variations, in every province. In. Cambay a,- the Banians, a 
f .- tsect wliofstrictly ahstain from all'aninial.food, are numerous. 

The sacred books of. the Hindoos are written in a dead- language, 

: the Sanskrit, winch none but the Brahmins are allowed to study, .bo 
i?.; .- strict in this are they, says' Mr., Dow, that only one. Mussulman was 
f ever instructed, in^ it, and liis; knowledge xvas obtained by fraud.; 
dv';\5f{ihuit«ntid--'XkbiiT,'einp,eror of India, though- bred a Mohammedan, 
studied; several religions. In the Christian lie was instructed bv a 
’ Portuguese. .. But, finding that: of the Hindoos inaccessible, he. had 
■a)., - recopvsedo art.- A boy named Fern,. was^as the orphan of a Brahmin, 

-Though from the extracts-given .by.- Mr, Dow, the philosopher Goutam appears to 
have ijtv'-a a verv Buns Scot,us or Aquinas in metaphysics, the Pythagorean reason why 
;: '--the'Brahmins abstain Jrom annual food, is a convincing pJwol oi their ignorance m 
V 1 ; natural, philosophy: will let- vermin overrun them ; some of the Banians cover 

, - their mouth with ii cloth: lest they should suck ift a gnat witli their breath; anti some 
1 , --..icarftfiilly sweep the floor,ere. they.trend upon it, lest,.they dislodge ‘jie soul of an insect.. 
1 And.yei, tlie.y do not know that-in tho water theydrink, and in every salad they .cat, 
j they cause the death ot innumerable living creatures. 
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. Alone.-in lewd ness riotous and-free,. 

No spousal ties withhold, and no degree : 

•Lost'-to the heart-ties, to liis neighbour’s arms. 

The willing husband yields Ms spouse’s charms-: : 

In nnendear’d embraces free they blend ; . 

Yet, but the husband\s kindred may ascend 
The nuptial couch: alas, too blest, they know V 

IV,or jealousy's suspense, nor burning woe ; y 

The bitter drops which offc from dear affection flow. J 
But, should iny. lips each wond’rous scene unfold, ; ■ 

Which your glad eyes will soon amaz’d heboid, 

Oh, long before the various tale could run. 

Deep in the west would sink yon eastern sun.' - 
In few, all wealth from China to-the'Kile,; ' ’ V 

All balsams, fruit, and gold on India’s bosom smile.” V 

While thus, the Moor his faithful tale'reveal’d. 

Wide o’er the coast the voice of Rumour swell-d; 

As, first .some, upland vapour seems to float 
Small as : the smoke of lonely shopberd cote,. 

Soon o’er the dales, the rolling* darkness-spreads,- 
And wraps in hazy clouds the nibnntam beads, 

The leafless forest and the utmost lea ; . . ’ : 

And wide its black wings hover o’er the sea : : ' 

The tear-dropp’d hough hangs, weeping in the vale,:: 
And distant navies rear the mist-wet sail. 

•Sb, Fame increasing, loud, and louder grew, .'- 
And to the sylvan camp resounding 'flew 
“A lordly band,” she cries, “ of warlike Alien,. •' 

Of face and garb in India never seen, . - 

•Of tongue ’unknown, through gulfs imdar’d before, 
Unknown. their aim, have reach’d the Indianshor©.'’ 

To hail their chief .'the Indian lord prepares; ; 

..And to; tire fleet he sends his .banner’d. Kayres; -. 

Y *o the ng, in nobles pw 1 -* al mu. 

|i'be. wond’ring city pours th* •nimnmlxsc’d throng. 


mjr under the cave ■ 
An,l fr.il In 

i-i-.e dm: n end. i. 


f of tV wi-t rnieun of tDse jikil - >)ii 
d"e «t.their hsmki; .reiumm. Jiut, tho.-lr 
I ml under til" K-fi.uut nt rtii oath, 
lie ever connntiaicaled. the km>w Judge-. 
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And now brave-G ama, and his splendid train, 

.Himself adorn’d in all the pride o£ Spain, 

; In .gilded-barges--slowly, "bend to shore, 

While to the lute the gently falling oar 
. Kow, breaks the surges of the briny tide, 

And now, the strokes the cold fresh stream divide. 

Pleas’d with the.splendour of the .Lusian band, 

On eveiy bank the crowded thousands stand. 

Begirt with bigh-plum’d nobles, by the flood 
The first great minister of India stood, 

The Catnal 5 In's name in India’s tongue: 

To Gama swift the lordly regent sprung: 

, J His open arms the valiant chief enfold, 

J j And now be lands him on the shore of gold : 
j; With pomp unwonted India’s nobles greet 
i 1 '1 lie fearless heroes of the warlike fleet. 

: j..] A couch on shoulders borne, in India’s mode, 
i | •'With gold the canopy and purple glow’d), 

1 ! Beceives the Lusian captain ; equal rides 
| iij'The lordly catual, and onward guides, 

1-1 VFhile Gama’s train, and thousands of the throng 
1 Of India’s sons, encircling, pour along. 

, To hold discourse in various tongues they try; 

In vain; the accents unremember’d die, 
funant as utter’d. Thus, on Babel’s plain 
J bach builder heard his mate, and heard in vain. 

(f'M*. fhe while, and India’s second lord. 

. Hold glad responses, as the various word 
The faithful Moor unfolds. The city gate 
"they pass’d, and onward, tower’d-in sumptuous state, 
Before ihem now the sacred temple rose; 

The portals wide + bc sculptur’d shrines disclose. 

The chiefs advance, and, enter’d now, behold 
The gods o r ‘wood. cold stone, and shining gold; 

Various of figure, and of various face, 

A?- -h 0 foul demon will’d fhe iikeuesp base. 

Taught to 'oehold the rays of godhead shine 

hair boat: d in the human fa (> e divine, » * 

1 lv'twil. tj. i-liicf nflieerof polirein ,< town.- FuiniL' Hindu.uni 
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Witli sacred horror thrill'd, the Lusians view'd 

The monster forms, Chimera-like, and rude. 1 ; 

Here, spreading horns a human visage bore. 

So. frown’d stern Jove in Lybia’s fane of yore. 

One body here two various faces rear’d; '■ 

So, ancient .Janus o’er his shrine appear’d. 

A hundred arms, another brandish’d wide; 

So, Titan’s son 2 the race of heaven defied;., "AT.vA' 

And here, a dog bis snarliug tusks display’d; 

Anubis. thus in Memphis’hallow’d shade •• | 

Griun’d horrible. With vile prostrations low 
before those shrines the blinded Indians bow. 3 
And now. again the splendid pomp proceeds; 

To India’s lord the haughty regent leads. 

. To view the glorious leader of the fleet 'A 

increasing ihonsands swell o’er every street; 

! The monster forms,■ Chimera-ffitc, and rude — .Chimera’,■ s iiwnste* s 
flaiu Ivy Beileroniion. ■ • 

“ First, dire Chimera's conquest vras- enjoin’d, V ; ; 

A mingled monster' Pf no mortal kind; •, 

• Behind, a dragon’s fiery tail, was spread,- j 

A gout's rough body bore a lion's head : J. 

. Her pitchy nostrils flaky ilsunes (expire, -A At 

Her Raping throat emits infernal'fire.” • A- 

T Porks H, vi. ! 

fio Titan's Sou .—Briareus. A/ 1 

3 Jtrfore .these- shrines, the blinded Indians boie.—ln this-; instanpe.;. .j 
C;un«ens has. with great art, deviated from the truth of history. As it ; 
i’- »I>t C pepi-'t if jm loro f o p-tpwii Uif Ini ot li i\u. j 
in;' the East, .it would have been highly absurd-to" have represented .j 
l Jama atid his attendants a'S on tlieir imees in -jv pagan'- t.fem] lie. V,-.Tht*, • 1 

liniu'ii Ti,s tin «M=< ‘ O'" u'di" iitii b'« mill." HO O-Mi'e 1, : 

■'• that .'there were many Christians ia India,conjecturedthat.the | 

■ temple, to win eh tiie auuiil led -him. was a Cbrisuan church. -At, I 
'their-entrance they were met, by four priests,''who;seemed- to make I; 
crosses' on- their foreheads; • Tim. wails were painted with many, images. j- 
In the middle-was a little round chapel, in the wall of which,-opposite. • j 
Ur t r ituni" i 1 a, 'inter wn.cn c u IJ li r Ih 1 cb '■o.ind | 

l i t r p- i u i Tth.ru t < Pond thi du’i ' I .1 tn brw i 

door, and point in rm flu; b-i.ightcl image, cried aloud. ‘Mary, Mary <’ 
film eutisa! and hi- uH ud.wls pro-ir Ur cl tto im' Ivw on .bo groin d, y 
wo k A,e 1 -tsi.i’i • >.! A. ir b n<hd k. c< ■- wlnrid the hlc-Mtl virgin " 
Thim Os'trins. Another writer says, tied a Vv.n.ncruose, haring .-mw 
vA.a.'im- 1, “ If it; the dcvii's lmw". 1 l.ovrcvr worship 



TOOK VII.] 


THE LUSIAD. 


211 


High o’er the roofs the struggling youths ascend, 
i The hoary fathers o’er the portals bend, 

, The windows sparkle with the glowing blaze 
Of female eyes, and mingling diamond’s rays, 
i And now. the train with solemn state and slow, 

Approach the royal gale, through many a row 
Of fragrant wood-walks, and of balmy bowers, 

Radiant with fruitage, ever gay with flowers. 

Spacious the dome its pillar’d grandeur spread, 

Tor to the burning day high tower’d the head ; 

The citron groves around the windows glow’d, 

I, And branching palms their grateful shade bestow'd: 

4 The mellow light a pleasing radiance cast; 

|j | The marbltv walls Dtedalian sculpture grac’d . 

t ii Here India’s fate, 1 from darkest times of old. 

|4 The wondrous artist on the stone enroll’d; 

jl] 1 jr crc India's fate .—The description of the palace of the zamorim, 
i i | eituntbd-aniong aromatic- groves, is according 'to history; the embellisb- 
: j: Hieut pf the walls is iii imitation of Virgil’s description of the palace 
j. i of King Latiims :—, 

i • . Tectum avgusHim. ingens, centum sublime columuis, 

i| 'Urbe fidl.simnna, etc. 

• ••••• .“ Tire palace built by. Pious, -vast and.proud,' . 1 ' 

Supported by a hundred pillars, stood, f 

A': And round encompass’d 'with a rising wood. J 

3 •' >; ; The pile o’erlook’d the town, and drew the sight, 

. .Surprised, at once, with reverence and delight. .... 

I" Above the portal,-carv’d in cedar wood, , 

: Placed in their ranks their godlike grandsirps stood. 

•Old',Saturn, with his crooked scythe on high; 

And Ital m. fhiifled the,colony;;. 

And atieunit Jamis with his double face, . 

And Tnutch of keys, the porter of the place. 

There'stood--Babinus.-planter of the vines, . T ' 

On .'r SiWn-t pruning-hoolc his head reclines; . f 

And studiously surveys his gen’vons vviu.es.- ■ J ■ 

Then waflike kings who lor their country fought, 
"A«id;ltonftimiblo wouiids. from: haltlo brought.. 

Around the posts hung helmet*.-*!artsy and spears; A 
: Arid captive chariots. lives, shields, and bars; J*- 

And i-n ken Leak-- of ship-, t!u f t-r piiies of their wars, j 
AWvethe rest, as chief of all the band ,* * : 

IV:,, {’inis* phvAl, n 1 uckhr in his hand: 

His olher wav’d a long divining wand. , 

■fcfirt in his Rabin gown the hero sate-—T ,, 
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.Here, o er the meadows, by .-Hydaspes’ stream, 

In fair array the marsh ail'd legions seem : 

A youth of gleeful eye the squadrons led, 

Smooth was his cheek, and glow’d with purest red: 
Around his spear the curling Tine-leaves wav’d ; 

And, by a streamlet of the river lav’d. 

Behind her founder, iSysa’s Avails were rear’d; 1 
■ >So breathing life the ruddy god appear’d, 

Had Semele beheld the smiling boy. 2 

The- mother’s heart had proudly heav’d with joy. 

In number'd here, were seen th’ Assyrian throne:, 

Thai drank whole rivers as they march’d along': 

Mach eye seem'd earnest on their warrior queen/ 

High urns her port, and furious was her mien ; 

Her valour only equaled by her Inst: 
hast by her side her courser paw’d the dust. 

Her son’s.vile rival; reeking to the plain ’ v 

Fell the l;oi swear-drops as he champ'd ihe rein. 

And here display’d, most glorious to'behold,' 

The Grecian banners, op’ning many a fold, 

Seem’d trembling on the galeat distance far V : 
i’lie Ganges lav’d the vide-ext ended war. 

Here, the blue marble gives the helmets’ gleam ; ; 

Here, from the/cuirass'shoots the golden beam. ' 

A proud-eyed youth, with palms unnnmber’d tray. 

Of the bold veterans led rhe brown army ; 
iScornfitl of mortal birth enshrin’d he rode. 

Call’d Jove his father, 1 and assum’d the god. 

• 1 Behind lierjoim<le.r''Nysa , *AGalte xwrcrcafd^-^--* ;• 

27 /- Cai, r « ior\l lhr^kl'. t xt, {r hd 

'this is in the - perspective manner of the ■-beautiful dewenphous of 
the -figures on the shield of 'Achilles;—I?;. xviii. ■ •; 

2 Ihxi »>r thlfl ii i,i '*nih,{f t a/, q j.i i'Ik’.xu p o a 

•i non/ the.C*reek fabulists ascribed the Inman expeihiimi or Srwnatft*: 

t'li'd Jr , i .. ,V7, _ j ; lt hon-ivi -t f'bmjt'j m thi- j.r. 
tension /■• her son Alexander, was. admired by tfcj ancients, “This" 
hot-headed forsooth, caahot'',-b6 '.at restuirik'ss he embroil toe iii ; 

a quarrel with Juno.”—Q cixt. -Ucirav .< 
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"While dauntless G ama and his train survey’d 
The sculptur'd walls, the lofty regent said : 

“ For nobler wars than these you wond’ring see 
That ample space th’ eternal fates decree : 

Sacred to these th’ unpietur’d wall remains, 
'Unconscious yet of vanquish’d India’s chains. 

Assur’d we know the awful day shall come, 

!’ig with iremendons fate, and India's doom. 

The sous ol Brahma, by the god their sire 
1 Taught to illume the dread divining fire, 

TTotn the drear mansions of the dark abodes 
i; 1 Awake the dead, or call th’ infernal gods; 
iji'j'Tlien, round the flame, while glimm’ring ghastly blue, 
d[j Behold the future scene arise to view. 

|[[The sons of Brahma, in the magic hour,. 

|;| Beheld the foreign foe tremendous lower; 

! [!i'I7.rdcuowh their tongue, their face, and. strange attire, 
t! And their bold eye-balls burn’d with warlike ire: 
i I Tiicr saw the chief o’er prostrate India rear 

!; i * 1’he' : 'glitt’ringterrors of his awful spear, 
ml. jiut, switt.behind these .wint’ry days of woe 
i| A spring of joy arose in liveliest glow, . _ . 

; i Such, gentle manners, leagued, with wisdom, reign’d 
: In the’ dread victors, and tlieir. rage restrain’d, 

. Beneath their sway majestic, wdse. and, mild. 

. mPmnd of her victors’ laws, thrice happier.India srmTd. 
•1 ■’ ''•'.Si)i ; to - 'tho'’:p.ro|).h.ets of the .Brahmin -train 
' -The visions rose, that never rose in. vain.” 
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Around the silver pillars : high o'er head 
The golden canopy its radiance sited : 

Of cloth of gold the sov’reign’s mantle shone, . 

And, his high turban flam'd -with precious stone 
Sublime and awful was his sapient, mien, 

Lordly his posture, and his brow serene. 

A hoary sire, submiss on bended knee, 

(Low bow’d his head), in India's luxury, , 

A leaf , 1 all fragrance to the glowing v.isro. 

Before the king each little while replac’d; -• 

The patriarch Bralmiin (soft and slow he rose), 
Advancing now. to lordly Gama bows. 

And leads him to the throne ; in silent state. • .' 
The monarch's nod assigns the eaprnin's sear : 

Tire Lusiau train in humbler distance stand : 

Silent, the monarch eyes the foreign band - Ah 
"A’ith awful mien ; wiren valiant G \>TA broke 
The-solemn pause, arid thus ma jestic spoke :— 

" Prom -where.the crimson sun of cv’ning laves 
:His.blazing, chariot in the western, waves. 

I come, the herald of a mighty king. 

'And,-holy'vows of lasting 'friendship bring . 

To thee. 0 monarch, for resounding Fame 

Far to the west- has 'borne thy princely .name:, . .. 

All India’s sov'reign thou !. Kor deem .1. sue, . 

Great as thou art, the humble suppliant's due. ■. 
A'.bnte’er from western Tagus to the IS! iky /. 
Inspires 'the'monarch’s.wish* the merchant’s toil. \ 
Prom where the north-star gleams o'er-seas;.of frost, 
To •Ethiopia's.utmost burning coast, : 

WTarcVr the sea, whate’er the land bestows. 

In my great monarch's realm unbounded flows, - . 
Pleas'd thy .high grandeur and renown, to.■.hear,' 
bly sbvTeigtr offers.friendship's ha,rids sincere;; 
Mutual he asks'them, npked ofdisgmse, 

.Then, every bounty of the,smiling, skies.. ■ 

Hhower/l on his shore and thine, in mutual flow, . 
'..Shall ."joyful Commerce',oii each- shore •bestow.;; 


* A bf)/,—The TSvtcl. 
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Our might in war, what vanquish'd nations fell. 

'Beneath our spear, let trembling Afrip tell; 

: Survey my floating towers, and let thine ear, 

Oread''as it roars, our battle-thunder hear. 

If friendship then thy honest wish explore, 

That dreadful thunder on thy foes shall roar. 

Our banners o'er the crimson field shall sweep, 

And our tall navies ride the foamy deep, 

Till not a foe against thy land shall rear 

Tiv invading'bowsprit, or the hostile spear: 

My king, thy brother, thus thy wars shall join, 

|j j The glory his, the gainful harvest thine.” 

; [| Brave Ga.ma spake ; the pagan king replies, 
iLi “ From lands which now behold the morning rise, 
i;f While eve’s dim clouds the Indian sky enfold, 

■ ';CHo'rions'tO' : tiS';an offer’d league'we hold. 

i:i ynfc shall our will in silence rest unknown, 

; i j Till what your land, and who the king yon own, 

|j!| Our council deeply weigh. Let joy the while, 

I J And the glad feast, the fleeting hours beguile. 

I Ah ! to the wearied mariner, long toss’d 
.d O’er briny waves, how sweet the long-sought coast! 

The night now darkens; on the friendly shore 
Let soft repose vonr wearied strength restore, 

'.■■Assur’d an answer from onr lips to bear, 

■. Which, not.displeas’d, your sov’reign lord shall hear.. 

Mon: now wo add not.” 1 From the hall of state 
•Withdrawn-, -they- now approach the regent's gate ; 

'Cun Tim sumptuous banquet glows all India- s pride 
'Heap’d on the board, the royal feast supplied. • 

Aim o\r the dew-diops of the eastern lawn 

■ Gleam’d the pale radiance of the star of dawn, 

TheA-aliant G-AMA on his couch repos'd, 

-And balmy rest each Lusian eye-lid clos’d:.. 

When the" high catual, watchful fulfil 
Lhi 'nmfious m indues ot hm ujv’iogu’s mil, 

■'^ Tn.secret 'converse wdfch the Moor, retires ; 

? And. earnest, *nueh of Lusns’ sons inquires;. . * 

f - ..A'-" ivr: 1 1'ho fenny of this*first conversation 

l^n,ni, tbr /m.onmandt \m 1- according io Hit irutli *f Ls-U * t 
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"What laws, what holy rites, what monarch sway’d 
The warlike race P When thus the just Mozaide :— . 

‘‘The land from whence these warriors well 1 know, 

(To neigkb’ring earth nay hapless birth I owe) . 

• Illustrious Spain, along whose western shores 
Grey-dappled eve the dying twilight pours.— 

A wondrous prophet gave their holy lore, 

The godlike seer, a virgin mother here, 

Th' Eternal Spirit on the human race 

(So be they taught) bestow’d such awful grace. 

In war unmatch’d. they rear the trophied crest : 

What terrors oft hare-thrill’id my infant breast 1 •. 

When their brave deeds mv wond’fmg fathers told; 

How from the lawns, -where, crystalline and cold, 

The Gna-diana rolls his mnrmTing tide, .. 

And those whore, purple by the Tago's side. 

The length’ning vineyards glisten o’er the field. ' 

Their warlike sires my routed sires expell-’d : - 
-Nor paus’d their, rage ; the furious seas they, brav’d, : 

Nor loftiest walls, nor cast-led mountains-saved |! o 

Round Afric/s thousand bays their navies rode, : 

And their proud armies o’er-onr.armies, trod. 

-Nor less, let Spain through all her kingdoms own, p-v 
O’er other foes their dauntless valour shone: '-. ; v ■ 

.Let Gaul confess, her monntnin-ranfparts wild,.- A'A.-rd 
Nature in vain the' hoar PyreniaUs pil’d. 

No foreign lance cor.ld e’er their rage restrain, ' ...f 

•'Unconque-r’d-still the warrior race remain.- -• 

More would yon hear,-sect?re your care raav trust . . 

The answer of their lips, so nobly-just, f t. 

1 maltT,-or?™i bnr, Ur UTd mv v<ft n! brow/.--The- cr.il iumVw 
■ fi *h ’’ hid H i\»r till o’ ti c ]’< iftK n to ] th 

to seme appear unnatural. Oarnnens. seems- to be-nvrnre- of- this by 
giving- a reason for that enihusiasai-in. the' first- speech -of Monzakla -to 

y-v ,V r- for >nf*t i 0,1; ,lv -.?/>. 

A,iU Jf"t' * o/f. rr, l.tuJ mvf i, iv 

Asia, that f-his - Moor: did conceive .a - great aifoctioh to- G Ah A,-', whose, 
religion he e»ibmfeil,-fend to \Y.Ji6m he proved of the btihost service, ; 
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Conscious of inward worth, of manners plain, 

Their manly souls the gilded He disdain. 

Then, let thine eyes their 'lordly might admire, 

And mark the thunder of their arms of fire : 

The shore, with trembling, hears the dreadful sound, 
And rampir'd walls lie smoking on the ground. 

; Speed to the fleet; their arts, their prudence weigh, 

; Mow wise in peace, in war how dread, survey.” 

.•With keen desire the craftful pagan burn’d 
Soon as the morn in orient blaze return’d, 

■ ; To-view'the fleet his splendid train prepares; 

|;ij Audnow, attended by the lordly Nayres, ' j: 

Ijd The shore they cover, now. the oarsmen sweep * 
i| :! The foamy surface of the azure deep : 

I !j And now, bravo Paul us gives the friendly hand, 

M And high on CtAjia’s lofty deck they stand. 

[ S-! Bright to the day the purple sail-cloths glow, 

!«r|- Wide to the gale the silken ensigns flow; 
wj The pictur’d flags display the warlike strife; 

; Bold seeni the heroes, as inspir’d by life. . - 
| Here, arm to arm, the-single combat strains, 
j : .Hero, burns the combat on the tented plains 
• General and fierce ; the meeting lances thrust, 

; And the black blood seems smoking on the dust. 

; .y Yvh'th earnest eyes the wond’ring regent views 
-'The pictur’d, warriors, and their, history sues. 

.But novv the;ruddy, juice, bylSfoah found, 1 ■ 

. -.-In foaming goblets circled'swiftly round, 

And o’er the' deck swift rose the festive board ; 

. Yet. smilins* oft. refrains the Indian lord : 

- ■ ■■'H-is iaidt foi-bade with-other tribe to join- 
Tim sacred meal, esteem’d a rile divine. 2 


tv{hhj. juice Nacth found.—-Gen.- ix. 20. “And Xo 
X"fan Uttebaorinian; and he pinrited a vineyard, and he cine 
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In bold vibrations, thrilling on tie ear, 

The battle sounds the Lusian trumpets rear; ; 

Loud burst the. thunders of the arms of fire, ■ , . 

Slow round the sails the clouds of smoke, a spire, 1. 

And rolling their dark volumes o’er the day ■ : 

The Lusian vrar, in dreadfnl pomp, display. 

In deepest thought the careful regent weigh’d 
The pomp and power at Gama's nod bewray'd ; 

Yet, seem’d alone in wonder to behold . 

The glorious heroes, and the Avars half told 
In silent poesy.-—Swift from the board : 

High crown’d with wine,-..uprose the Indian lord j 
Both the bold Gamas, and their gen’rous peer, . 

The brave Coello. rose, prepar'd to boar. - .v 

Or, ever courteous. give the meat reply : 

Fix’d and inquiring was the regent’s eye: 

The warlike image of a hoary sire, 

Whose name shall live till earth and time expire, . 

His worrier fix’d, arid more than hum an glow’d: . -f 

The hero's look ; his robes of Grecian mode; 

A bough, his ensign, in his right he wav’d, - . : . 

A leafy bough.-— But I, fond man depraved 11 ; 

Where would 1 speed, as mudd’ning in a dream, 

Without your aid, ve.Nymphs of Togo's stream l- 
Or yours, ye Dryads of. Moridego’s bowers 1 
'Without your aid how vain my wearied, powersI : 

Long yet, and various lies my. arduous way / ' . 

Through low’riug tempests and a boundless se;i. 1 ' ; 

hr. iwhr f.-.rfh bread and vine and he Ih ‘•-vd him."—Gpu.viv. 18. The 
jruriari'hf- only drank wine, according to Hr. Smkdy. ou the) r mere 
-ra mr ii -u,. K vhrr tlu\ v<r< -ud in r< <oAy br/o,- thr f oiri Ofbej 
customs of the Hiarloos arc-incmtirsoccHw Curuoiins in -this book.1 Ifa ■ 
noble should touch a person uf another trily—- ■ .1; ' ;1 • V; r ' 

. A thon.mnrJ ritr..?, and ?iw7m?gs o’er and o'er, 

(V’> hi.'initialpurify't-tth.n. 

'•Nothing, says, Osorias. hut ,€ic death: nf,.tb'o UTdmppj 7 rohunohor enh 
•wipe otf the pollution. Yet are told. -by the .sanie.-.anthor.. T.hut.' 
Hindoo y.mi.Uy «>-rot h_ jVir’Vjiod, or run t irui-hed by the 
. ii m ro 1 ^ i *, ■ i i , n <w < i nu m i irMi lx<un< gu it m 
i )],'*’• r ii tr - ~ i he nc! 1 u •> -i\>. thi s m< 

writer,.adept lilfe'-cbiidrsti of,their.mtc.i»,--.estfeoinIng ihete can Ih; ruV 
^tuerc « i ”, m die -el dwmi.'p of tlnix L<u*. 




THE LTJSIAD. 


219 


Oli then, propitious hear your son implore, 

And'guide my vessel to the happy shore. 

Ah i see how'long what perilous days, what woes 
On many a foreign coast around me rose, 

As, dragg’d by Fortune’s chariot-wheels along, 

1 sooth’d my sorrows with the warlike song : 1 
Wide ocean’s horrors length’ning now around, 

And. now my footsteps trod the hostile ground ; 

Yet, mid each danger of tumultuous war 
Your Luskin heroes ever claim’d my care: 

As Can nee - of old, ere self-destroy’d, 

One hand the pen, and one the sword employ’d, 

1 I Degraded now, by poverty abliorr’d, 

i,M The guest dependent at the lordling’s board : 

!|[;| ]STow’'blest i with all the wealth fond hope could crave, 
11 Coon J beheld that wealth beneath the wave 
M for ever lost; 3 myself escap’d alone, 

1 ! On the wild slioro all friendless, hopeless, thrown ; 

1 i j j‘vly life, like Judah’s heaven-doom’d king of yore, 4 
is-i By miracle-prolong’d ;• yet not the more 
y ; li-o...eiid my'sorrows:'.-woes succeeding woes . . ■ ' " 
ij ' Belied my earnest hopes of sweet repose : 
f! In place of bays around my brows to shed 
Their sacred honours, o’er my destin’d head 
YFoul Calumny proclaim’d-the fraudful tale, 

' And left me mourning in a dreary jail. 5 


1 The ic'arlike son;/.—Though Camoens began bis Lnsiad in Por¬ 
tugal, ahmxA the whole of it was written while on the ocean, while 
. inmfrica: arul in IiHlia.—See.bis Life. \ 

■ '?'• >iDaughter of.Bolus. . Her father, having thrown her 
incestuous child to - the Yogs, sent her a sword, with -which she slew . 
: hei-sr-ir : In Ovid she writes an epistle to-her husband-brother, where 
she. thus describes herself- 
v Dezlra tenet calamum, siriaium tenet altera ferrum- 

.a' SoonI .behdd that wealth heneath the wave . 

- y y <; , ; mar lost— > . . 

- .-Scw-tbe life of Cumoens. ... . •• 

’■* : 'MglifeJi1:e Judah's Hcavcn-doom’d king of yore.— He^kiah.—See 
. THftiah .xxxviii. ■ « ' , 

a 'Artd • Jeff me 'mourning in tv dreary jail— This, andthe whole 
paragraph from—. • • . 

Jjcgnuiid imr, b)j povurtij ubhorr'd. 
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finch was the meed, alas ! on me bestow'd. J 

Bestow’d by those for whom my -numbers glow’d,- > 

By those who to my toils their laurel honours ow’d. J 

Ye gentle nymphs of Tago’s rosy bowers. 

Ah, see what letter'd patron-lords are yours J, 

Dull as the herds that graze their fiow’ry dales, 

To them in vain the injur'd muse bewails : 

ISTo fosfc'ring care their barb'rous hands bestow, 

Though to the muse their fairest fame they owe. 

Ah, cold may prove the future priest of fame 
Taught by my fate: yet, will 1 not disclaim 
Your smiles, ye muses of 3Iondego\s shade. 

Be-still.-my dearest joy your happy aid ! 

And hear mv vow : A or king, nor loftiest peer 
Shall e’er from me the song of iiatthy hear ; 
jNor crafty tyrant, -who in office reigns, 

Smiles on his king, and binds the land in chains ; 

His king’s worst foe : nor be'"whose raging ire, 

And raging wants, to shape his corn-se. conspire; 

True to the clamours of the blinded crowd, 

Their changeful Proteus, insolent and loud : . ; ' 

A or he whose honest mien secures applause, • 7 ' 

Grave though-he seem, and-father of the laws, . . 

Who. but;half-patriot, .nigtrai’dly denies ... . 

Each other's merit, and withholds the prize: 

AYho spurns the imise, 1 nor feels the raptur’d strain,' h, 
Useless by him esteem’d, and idly vain :. . 

alludes So liis fortunes in. India. The latter circumstance relates 
particularly to the base- and inhuman -treatment- ho aecdmai. .dn.hjs'- 
return to Goa. fitter bts tmlmpjw shipwreck,—.See-Ins -Life. 

y/Who yp>irr>? the mme .—Similarity cif. condition has "produced’ 
MiuKritv it <- one o’ ri t ukh." .md Fjxw-ir Ihndi \> ?!,<> 

ornament, of-. ins countrv and his turn, and each was cmeltv -neclr-eM.], 
hv-tlie men of -pmv-*>r, who. in irntii, wore incapable to judire ot • their 
ni n rr j X b ! t it M Mil r i \ d rf *1 

s:n. ‘ no - of Cu.i ax- on ihc t r >rbaM«i-> nohihtv of I'm Mg d 'Jin 
sinuiar complaints of Spenser .vVil .show, that iseglect of goniuspbow-- 
e.ver, was n;:n ncynimed to the court of Ijisbon.: 

*'O tun; to? <nb r ! ft cr„P 0 f r .j] ^i-ad hearts 1 
-To tree.that-virtue should despised : bo • - ■ •.' 

Gf such as first were raised for virtue's parts, 
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For him, for these, no ■wreath my hand shall twine; 

On other brows tit’ immortal rays shall shine : 

He who the path of honour ever trod, 

True to his king, his country, and his God, 

On his hlest head my hands shall fix the crown 
' Wove of the deathless laurels of renown. 

And now, broad spreading like an aged tree, 

Let .noue shoot up that nigh them planted be. 

O let not those of whom the muse is scorn’d, 

Alive or dead be by the muse adorn'd. 

Ruins or Time. 

■i-i ,: Jf. jg thought, Lord Burleigh, who withheld the bounty intended by 

iJ ' gnenn Elizabeth, is here meant. But he is more dlearly stigmatized 
ii ]■ in these remarkable lines, where the misery of dependence on court. 
! !; favour,is painted in.colours which must recal several strokes of the, 
lAssiad .to the mind of the reader:— 

; |ij . “Full little knowest thou that hast not tried, 

j;j What hell it is, in suing long to bide ; 

, \{ To lose good days, that: might, bo holier spent, 

To wash: long nights in pensive discontent; 

’ j| To speed io-dav, to lx: put hack lo-morrow, 

, To feed on hope, to pine with fear and sorrow; 

'] ■ To have thy princess’ grace, yet want her peers’; 

To have thy asking, yet wait many years. 

•it. To fret thy soul with crosses and with cares, 

To eat thv heart thro’ comfortless despairs ; 

To fawn, to crouch, to wait, to ride, to run, 

. To spend, to give, to want, to be undone.” 

' Mother HuniiKun’s Tale. 

These lines exasperated still.more the inelegant, illiberal Burleigh. 

■ 'Bo true is tho observation of Mr. Hughes, that, ‘‘even the sighs of a 
■ miserable, roan are sometimes resented as an affront by him that is .the 
, hceasidmof them.” ■ ■- 


END OF THE SEVENTH BOOK. 
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BOOK Till. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

Description of the pictures, given by Pauius. The tieroos of 
Portugal, -from Lusus, one of the companions of Bacchus-.(who gave.. 
his name to.Portugal), .and Ulysses, the founder of 'Lisbon, down- n>. 
Don Pedro and.Don Henrique (Henry), the. conquerors of Cetitn. tirti 
all represented in the portraits of Gama, and are characterizedby..' 
•appropriate verses.. Meanwhile .the zamoriin 'has recourse to the 
oracles of liis .false gods, who make him acquainted with the - future 
dominion of the Portuguese over India, and. the ermsequout ruin of 
his empire. The Mohammedan Arabs conspire against the.Portuguese. 



A /.verdant. vine-hough waving- in Lis .right-; • - 

Smboidi flow’d. his sweepy heard of glossy white,; ■; 

.Wlien-thus, as swift, tire.Moor unfolds the word, , 

The'valiant.---Pa-ulus to ihfi Indian lord ;-—;; ; 

5 ‘ Bold though these. figures frown, ret bolder far - 
These gi-diite- in'mc-: -shin'd in arena, fc war. 

1 Ko-,v-!. a <--rt of ■uperiuk'nheiit cr iu-jV'dor of police.—F osuks' 
ilmductaui Dictionary. * Lumu. 
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In ■■that hoar sire, of mien serene, august, 

Lusus behold, no robber-chief -unjust; 

His cluster'd bongk—-the same which Bacchus bore 1 -— 
He waves, the emblem of his care of yore ; 

.The friend of savage man,-to Bacchus dear, 

The son of Bacchus, or the bold compeei’, 

What time his yellow locks with vine-leaves curl’d, 

The youthful god subdued the savage world, 

Bade vineyards glisten o’er the dreary waste, 

And humaniz’d the nations as lie pass’d. 

Lusus, the lov’d companion of the god, 

< In Spain’s.fair bosom fix’d his last abode, 

1 Our kingdom founded, and illustrious reign’d 
| In those fair lawns, the bless’d Elysium feign’d, 3 


‘ His dnder’d bough, the same ■which Bacchus bore. —Camoeiis 
immediately before, and in the former, book, calls, the'-ensign of Lusus 
'. r a bough; here' he calls.it- the green thyrsus of Bacchus - 
- ' . . . 0 verde Tyrso foi de Baceo usado. 

The.'thyrsus, however, was a javelin .twisted'.with' ivy-leaves, used in 
: the sacrifices of 'Bacchus':'-.. 

... - :ln those fair iaibns the Mess'd Elysium feign’d. —In this.assertion' 
our author has the authority of Strabo, a - foundation sufficient for a 
poet. . Horfare'.there'...wanting several Spanish writers, particularly 
Barbosa, who' seriously 'affirm'that Homer drew the fine description of 
Elysium, in Iris fourth Odyssey, from-the beautiful valleys of Spain, 
vrliere, iri one of Ins voyages, they, say, he arrived. Egypt, however, 
scums to -have -a. -better title to this honour. The fable of Charon, 
and the .judges of hell, are evidently borrowed from the Egyptian 
/.rites of burial, aud are older than Homer. After a ferryman had 
cnuvoved the corpse oyer a lake, certain judges examined the life 
. of the deceased, particularly his claim to the virtue of loyalty, and, 
according to the report, decreed or refused the honours of sepulture, 
ddifr. place ,nf the catacombs, according to .Diodorus:'-Siculus, was 
surrounded with deep canals, beautiful meadows, and a wilderness-of 
- groves. It is .universally known that the greatest part of the Grecian 
-fables- were fabricated from the customs aud opinions of Egypt, 
beveral other nations -have, also claimed the honour of affording Die 
idea of the fields of the blessed, liven the ..Scotch challenge it. 
'Many Grecian Sables, suvs an author-of. that •country,'are 'evidently' 
1 minded on the - reports of -the -I’lnSnician. sailors. That these 
navigators traded to the coasts ot J.5r*t;uu is eert.aui. In the middle 
itiinmer, the seasovs vvlieii the ancients perfpfnied their wvages. fo;-: 
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"Where, winding oft. the Gnndiana roves. 

And Donro -murmurs through the flow’rv o- r ovc-s. 

Here. with his bones, lie left his deathless fame, 

And Lusitania’s clime shall ever bear his name. 

That other chief tlT embroider'd silk displays. 

Toss'd o’er the deep whole years of weary days, 

On Togo's hanks, at last, his yows he paid : 

To wisdom’s godlike power, the Jove-born-maid, 1 - . v , 
Who tir’d his lips with eloquence divine, 

On Togo's banks he rear'd the hallow’d shrine. 

Ulysses he, though fated to destroy, . 

On Asian ground, the heav'n-bnilt towers of Troy, 2 1 
On Europe’s - strand, more grateful to the skies. 

He bade th' eternal walls of Lisbon rise.” 3 

season, and the beautiful verdure of the islands, could not fail to excite 
the admiration of the Phoenicians; ami their accounts of- the place 
naturally afforded the idea that these islands were inhabited by the 
spirits or the just. This, says our author, is countenanced-by Homer, 
who places his “ islands of the happy” at (lie extremity of-the.-ocean. 
That the fables of Scylla. the Gorgom-s, and severai others,wore 
founded on the accounts of navigators.- seems--probable-:" and, <%n this 
.supposition, the Insula? Fortnnnfsc. -and Purpura ria\ now-the -(.unary 
.aud Madeira-islands, -also'-claim the honour- of giving colours to the 
description of Elysium. The (ruth, however, appears to ho tins: That 
» place of happiness is reserved for the spirits of the -good is the 
natural suggestion of that anxiety and hope concerning the -future 
•which animates the human -breast. AH the --barbarous nations' of 
Africa and America agree in placing (heir heaven in beautiful islands, 
at an immense distance over the ocean. The idea is universal, c.nd is 
natural to every nation in-a statcot barbarous simplicity. 

' The goddess Minerva. - - 

c The hmvn-bmtt tr>m.rt of Troy .—Alluding to. the fable of 
Neptune,- Apollo, and Luomedon. 

3 On xuiropi: n strand. more aratefnl to fltc. (Itint, 

Up, U'-h th' dee.ml mAh of Lh<m u rm.~ 

For some account -of this tradition, - see the nolo on T.vriad, hk. iii. 

] ~ f in i t f r i i o ,s b \ n j iinlfn si t i 1 fit t { in 
lioctrr, -.Virgil has not scrupled to- insert one, -which -required an 

Prt>~ai jhles facto, i.edfamu pf.reunk, 

sponsor ha- given us th--hi-roryof Urate and his dtwendants at full 
h-ugfh in tj;e Faerie Queciie; and Milton. it is known, m. >.0 f.,ud of 
Hi.if A-iml legend, that he intended to writ' 1 a pt.ni on tie suhjnt ; 
•mi 1 v tu- tor It i-s w--. mdnerd l< ituntion it as a truth m the 
introduction to hii History, of England. : 
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“ lint who that godlike terror of the plain, 

. Who strews the smoking field with heaps of slain ?. 

; What' num’rous legions fly in dire dismay, 

' Whose - standards wide the eagle’s wings display ?” 

The pagan asks: the brother chief 1 replies :— 
■‘Uucouqncr’d deem’d, proud Rome’s dread standard flies. 
His crook thrown by, fir'd by his nation’s woes, 

> The hero-shepherd Viriatms rose.; 

Llis country sav’d proclaim’d his warlike fame, 

And Rome’s wide empire trembled at liis name. 

:-That gen’rons pride which Rome to Pyrrhus bore, 2 
l :To lunr they shoiv’d not-;. for they'fear’d him more, 
fi Hot on the field o’ercome by manly force,. 
i| ^Peaceful he slept; and now, a murder’d corse, 

''R\ irec-on slum, hr lay. Row stern, behold, 
jjI 1 )That other hero, firm, erect, and bold: 

Jj;|The power by which he boasted he divin’d, 

j!| iJcsido him pictur’d stands, the milk-white hind : 

[uj lnjur’d by Rome, the stern Sertorius fled 
iIiij To 'Pago’s shore,; and Lusus’ offspring led; 

|j' Their worth he knew; in scatter’d flight be drove 
I The standards painted with the birds of Jove. 

And.Id, the flag’whose shining colours own 
The glorious founder of the Lusian throne ! 

Aome dtumr the warrior of Hungarian race, 3 
Some from Lorraine the godlike hero trace. 

From’Jhgus’banks the hanghty Moor expell’d, 
i'-Viliein's sons, and Leon’s warriors quell’d, 
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“ And who tliis awful chief ?” aloud exclaims 
The wond'ring regent. “ O'er the field he flames 
In dazzling steel; where’er lie bonds his course 
The battle sinks beneath his headlong forcer 
Against bis troops, though few. the numTons foes 
In vain their spears and to why walls oppose. 

With smoking blood bis armour sprinkled o’er. 

High to the knees bis courser paws in gore : ■ 

O'er crowns and blood-stain’d ensigns scatter'd round 
He rides ; his courser’s brazen hoofs resound.'’ 

“In that great chief,” the second Gama cries, 

“ The first Alonzo 1 strikes thy wondTing eyes.' 77: 

Prom Lusus’ realm the pagan Moors he drove; 
lleav’n, whom ho lov’d, bestow'd on him sue)-. love. 

Beneath him, bleeding of Its mortal wound. 

The Moorish strength lay prostrate on the ground. 

••'.Nor 'Ammon’s son, nor greater Julius dar’d 
With troops so few. with hosts so runn’rous warPd : 

Nor less shall Fame the subject heroes own : 

Behold that hoary warrior’s .rageful frown ' 

On his young pupil’s flight 2 'his burning eyes 

He darts, and, 4 Turn thy flying host,’ lie, cries, . . . . 1 ■ 

‘ Back to the field.: ’. The vet’ran and the boy - .7 

Back to the field exult with furious joy: 7 7 ,: 

.'Their ranks mow’d down, the boastful foe recedes, 7-7v 
The vanquish’d triumph, and;the vietor bleeds. 7 -7 i . 
Agniin that, mirror of unshaken faith,' 

Bgaz behold, a chief self-doom’d to death. 3 ; 77' ,7" 

- 7 The first Alonzo .—King of Portugal. • 

2 On his ttouturjmptT* fight. —indeed .-.most, writers, sny. ; 
.•That the queen advancing with her army towards Uuniiaraez. the 

king, without ■wattiug till his -governor joined him. engaged them 
hi " mated hit lorf ift r crib to. run in® ft iu« mi t< i ig 

V ( * I C* , 1 l h ~ *! i I’ll i I ''lull t , i_ l < <1 ti 

army of the queen a second time, and gained a coripslete 'Fictorv.”—: 
Vx;v. - 

3 Em~ hi;]iold, a rjiief -seif-doom'd■ to de,aik.~~iScr: the same storv.m- 

’bk. iii.’p. 71, Though history-.affords no authentic document of this 
transaction, tradition, th-i poet's authority, is not. silent,. And llitiy 
; . mm vit if K ,7 in il.o t. <! Pm ue .*-011/9 s.-)'*' U 

i.&ouhtouaace.' Egaz and his family are there re>ircserif<:d, iadiHS'r:e!ielV 
I,, tlm .ittit id* and gam. - 1 - ^ ( - l ' l< ri > ;i '' 'b * p >*!.ui hj t .m.'* n?. 
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' ]J.-month Castilia’s sword his monarch lay; 

Homage he vow’d his helpless king should pay ; 

. His haughty king reliev’d, the treaty spurns, 

< With conscious pride the noble Egaz burns; 

: His comely spouse and infant race he leads, 

Himself the same, in sentenced felons’ weeds, 

Around their necks the knotted halters bound, 

’With naked feet they tread the flinty ground; . 

And, prostrate now before Castilla’s throne, 

Their offer’d lives their monarch’s pride atone. 

Ah Rome ! no more thy gen’rous consul boast. 1 
. Whose’lorn submission sav’d liis ruin’d host: 

! iNo father’s woes assail’d his stedfast mind ; 

'I ii’iie dearest ties tiie Lnsian chief resign’d. 

ii'u " There,, by the stream, a town besieged behold, 
bTiie Moorish tents the shatter’d walls enfold. 

: '.fierce as the lion from the covert springs, 

; fWheu hunger gives his rage the whirlwind's wings ; 

JiFrom ambush, lo, the valiant Fuaz pours, 

| And whelms in sudden rout th’ astonish’d Moors. 

The Moorish king 2 in captive chains he sends : 

And, low at Lisbon's throne, the royal captive bends. 

: Fuaz again the artist’s skill displays; 

Fur o’er the ocean shine his ensign’s rays : 

In .crackling flames the. Moorish galleys fly, 

"'And tlie red blaze ascends the blushing sky : 

. O’er;.Avila’s high steep the flames aspire,. 

Ami wrap the forests in a sheet of fire 

■'■■Ah Borne. f no more thy (jen’nms consul load. —Sc. Posthmnuv;, 
'the < J In die Sammies, submitted to the mdigum oi 

in'i under the volte." 

*• -Th*'Moorish'-king .—The Aleaydcs, or tributary governors under 
: ttisi Aliramoiii! or Emperor- of Morocco, are often by the Spanish, and 
•Portuguese':• writers styled kings. He who. was surprised and taken 
'primmer by-DonFnaz Itonpmho was .nnmedjGWrt.. Fun/,, utter.lvavmg 
: n-ijnv.fl i!rf iir4 na val vicrorv of the t’ortuguese; also experienced their 
first decent. With one and twenty sml lie attacked ■ litty-sV.nr large 
y.- '» tl.e Mo i”. “ Tin see," s,:ys Brand,m. vdiieh h *d latejy 

furnished him with i-rophies,now supplied him with a tomb.’' 

Arstac, eoiasratiuler el lb« t'-ht-ers.r-iy. . . ■ 
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There seem the wives beneath the prows to boil; 

•Void distant; far. around for many-a mile,;: 

The glassy deep reflects the ruddy blaze : 
bar on the edge the yellow light decays, 

And blends with hov’ring blackness. Great ami dread 
’ Thus shone the day when first the combat bled, 

The first our heroes battled on the main. 

Tiie glorious prelude of our naval reign, 

■ A bieli, now the win es beyond the burning zone. 

And northern Greenland's frost-bound billows own. 

Again behold brave Fuaz dares the light! 

Aerpower'd he sinks beneath the .Moorish might : 

Smiling in death the martyr-hero lies, : . 

And lo, his soul triumphant .mounts the skies. ■ 

Here now, behold, in warlike pomp portray’d, 

A foreign navy brings the pious aid. 1 

Lo. marching from the decks the squadrons spread, ' 

Strange their attire, their aspect firm and dread. 

. The holy cross their ensigns bold .display. 

To Salem’s aid they plough'd the wat'ry way : 

Yet first, the cause the same, on TagoV shore 
• They dye their maiden swords in pagan gore. 

Proud stood the AFoor on Lisbon's warlike towers. 

.From Li-bonA walls they dmo the Hoorn-h powers: 

Amid the thickest of the glorious fight,. 

*Horry falls, a gallant German knight. 

A martyr falls : that holy tomb bebold. 

There waves the blossom’d palm, the boughs of gold : . 

O’er Henry's grave the sacred plant, amse. 

And from the leaves," HcavVs gift, gay luniih redundant 
■ flows. . A-■ -.vy; 

"Aloft, unfurl A the valiant Panins erics. 

Instant, new wars on "new-spread 'ensign's rise ; yA : -'A.A 

x A for elan navii hriuyt .the- piom-.fthl-,-. —A-navy, of crusaders, mostly 

. s And from- lh? fan re.*.—-This legeml .is mentioned by some ancjejit- 
Porfugutf o curoiiicjijs. . Homer would -have availed himself, as t fcinndnft 
i-. d ii., r>‘ a f allium -o ( nthmiu-ti . ua’iliux <r**itrc*i Mi* ,«g* 
Henry was a lamve of Bonneville near Cologne.' ■.•‘•Jin? tuan," says' 
< .-ni-> vv 3--n" u *.( lu in the i.jonasu ry of M Vine* nt. hi.t vwlh«i*t 
di:e jialm.” A A f ; •/ A :: yyAyy’2 v;y 
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"Wrong'd by his king, 1 and burning for revenge, 

•Behold his arms that proud Castilian- change; 

The Moorish buckler on his breast he bears. 

And leads the fiercest of the pagan spears. 

Abrautes falls beneath his raging force, 

And now to Tagus bends his furious course. 

Another fate .he met on Tagus’ shore, • 

Brave Lopez from his brows the laurels tore: 

His bleeding array strew’d the thirstv ground, ... 

And captive chains the ragefnl leader bound. 

Bcsplendent far that holy chief behold ! 

Aside he throws the sacred staff of gold, 

And wields the spear of steel. How bold advance 
The numerous Moors, and with the rested lance 
Hem round the trembling Lusians. Calm and hold 
Still lowers the priest, and lo. the skies unfold : 5 
Cheer'd by the vision, brighter than the day. 

The Lusians trample down the dread array 
Of Hagar’s legions: on the reeking plain 
Low, with their slaves, four haughty kings lie slain, 
hi vain Alcazar tears her brazen walls. 

Before his rushing host Alcazar falls. ,V O; 

TIsere, hy his allar, now. the hero shines, 

And, with the warriors palm, his mitre twines;. AC/:-. 

That chief behold : though proud Castilla's host 

lie leads, his birth shall Tagus ever boast.- > . b , 

As a. pent flood bursts ■headlong o'er the. strand-' 

>Su pours his fury 'A r Algarbi.Cs land : 

Aor rampird town, nor castled rock afford. .. ■ 

The refuge of defence from Payo’s sword. ; ' 

‘ Ihrma'd oif hi* kina.—Don Pedro Fernando do < h-dro. -iojumrl bv 
♦ fie f>nuh «f L i mhl dm irnlri^i. tlu IvmrA t_ (-tit took ib 
infamon* revenge of hearing arms a gainst Ills native coYinhry. At fh»v 
head of a Moorish arm v-he committed several, mx traces in Spain ; but. 
■'.<« MiHv detrati-l r, Fran-d. 

. - Jnd lo. the gkitisunfobl;—" A«ording fo. sosne nrieieiii Portiigtiese 
h.-imu-, IVa Mp»thov, bid op <>? In-bon. uj <lu. n.*.;n < t Aloii-o l 
m loliic 1 AL wir, in. n ;n p ->^nnoi fh* Mocr« JJC 
tinrips. being suddenly.surrmihded. by a nuroehitiV tiartyhifdh'e'.'b.iierri.v* 
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.By night-veil’d art proud Svlvos falls his prey, 

And Tavila’s high walls, at middle day, 

Fearless he scales: her streets in blood deplore 
The seven brave hunters murder’d by the Moor. 1 
These three bold knights how dread! 2 Thro’ Spain and 
- France . 

At joust and tourney with the tilted lance 
Victors they rode: Castilia’s court beheld 
Her peers o’erthrown; the peers with rancour swell’d 
■ The bravest of the three their swords surround; 

Brave Itiheir strews them vanquish’d o’er the ground. 

!Now let thy thoughts, all wonder and on fire, 

That darling son of warlike Fame admire. 

Prostrate at proud Oastilia’s monarch’s feet 
■His land lies trembling : -lo, the nobles meet: 

Softly they.seem- to breathe, and forward bend 
The servile neck ; each eye.distrusts his 'friend-; 

Fearful each tongue to speak ; each bosom cold : 

.When, colour’d with stern rage, erect and bold, 

The hero rises : ‘ Here no foreign throne 
Shall fix its base ; my native king alone 
Shall reign.’. Then, rushing to the fight, he leads; 

Low, vanquish’d in the dust, Castilia bleeds. 

Where proudest hope might deem it vain to dare, 

..God led him on, and crown’d the glorious war. 

r - Her 'stre-ets-in' blood deplore ’. 

: , The seven brave hunters murder’d by the Moor .— , 

“During a truce with the Moors, six cavaliers of 'the order of f?t.. James 
Were, while on a huntin g party, .surrounded; and killed hr a numerous 
body of the.'Moors. During the debt, in which the gentlemen sold, 
their lives dear, a. common carter, named Garcias Rodrigo, who chanced 
to pass that way, came generously to their assistance,/and lost his liie 
■along with them. . The poet, m giving all seven the..same title, shows, 
us that virtue constitutes true nobility.. Don Psiyo.de- Correa, grand 
rmister of the order of St. James, revenged the death of these brave, 
unfortunates l>v the sack ot Tavila, where his just rage-put the garn- 
snit to.the sword. 1 ’—Casteua. 

‘■Thr-fe three bold kniyhls hoir, dhad— Nothing, can give us a 
stronger picture of the romantic character .of their ago, than the nutn- 
hors <€ these champions, who were gcntleineq of birthand who, m 
the true spirit, ftf knight-errantry, wont about from court to court in 
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.1 hong’ll fierce, aswmm'rous, are the hosts that, dwell 
By Betis’ stream, these hosts before him fell. 

The tight behold: while absent.from his bands, 
Press'd on the step-of flight his army stands, 

To call the chief a. herald speeds away : 

Bow, on his knees, the gallant chief snrvev! 

He ponrs his soul, with' lifted hands implores, 

And Heav’ii's assisting arm. inspir’d, adores. 
Panting, and pale, the herald urges speed: 

With holy.trust of victory decreed, 

Careless be answers, ‘Nothing urgent nails:’ . 

And soon the blooding foe before'him falls. 

To Numa. thus, the pale patricians fled— 

■_The hostile squadrons o'er the kingdom spread!’ 
They cry; unmov'd, the holy king replies-— 

' And I, behold, am off 'ring, sacrifice l’ 1 
Barnest, I see thy wond’ring eyes inquire . 

Who this illustrious chief, his country's sire ? 

The Lusian.Scipio. well might;speak his fame, 

But nobler Nunio shines a. greater name: 2 
On earth's green bosom, or on. ocean rr rev 
A greater never shall the sun survey. 



who Ims here caught the spirit of tfie'.originalH. 


d >’> i! <‘" di >ra vovaiFtarv danm. 
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From Tago’s banks they drive the.fleecy prey, 

And the tir'd ox lows on Iris weary way: 

When, .as the '.falcon, through the forest glade 
Darts on the lev’ret. from the brown-wood .shade 
Darts 1 tod eric 011 their rear; in scatter'd-flight 
They leave the goodly herds the victor’s right. 

Again,-behold, in gore he bathes his sword; 

His captive friend, 1 to liberty restor’d, 

Glows to review the cause that wrought bis woe, 

.The -cause; his loyalty, as taintless snow. 

Here treason’s well-earn’d meed allures thine eyes, 2 
Low, grovelling in the dust, the traitor dies ; 

■ :Great Divas gave the blow. Again, behold, 
r Jh'aviot and steed in purple slaughter roll’d : 

I,xreat Elvas triumphs ; wide o’er Xeres’plain 
uArovmd him reeks the noblest blood of Spain. 

bifrom vlimco they were driven to Messina, ere Malta was assigned to 
i-’jlhnin. By their oath ot-knighthood they were bound to protect the 
ydioh--Sepulchre from the profanation of inlidels: immediately on 
; Itakfng tins oath, they retired to their colleges, where they lived on 
L; hair revenues in all the idleness of monkish luxury. Their original 
| habitwas -black,- -with- a white cross; their arms - gules, a cross, 
j urgent. 

1 JUn mptiva friend .-—Before John I. mounted the throne of Portu- 
gr,!, one \ r asco Porcallo was governor of Villaviciosa. Redone tie 
Liuairmi! and his friend. Alvarez Ouytado, having discovered mat ho 
wap-in-the interest of the Ring of .Castile, drove, him from his town and 
, iorirc-ss. Oir the-osl-ahlishment of King John, Borcallo had I he .art t< < 
obtain the mvour ol that prince ; but, no sooner was he re-instated. m 
f. _ tut a. tb in In uein t it d it np to the t’.utihan- ami plumb i< 1 
i o ion ti • intuit whim, with 111* wilt he m id< pi non* r nut, 
•under a "numerous- party, ordered to be sent to Olivcnca. Roderie do 
T .Hrjdi-oal, hearing «l.this, attacked and defeated the escort.and set his 
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14 Hre Lisbon’s spacious harbour meets iIre view: 

How vast the foe's, (ho Lnsian fleet how few ! 

Castile's proud war-ships, circling round, enclose 
The Lnsian gal eys : through, their thund’rmg rows, 

Fierce pressing on..Pereira fearless rides,. 

His hook’d irons grasp the adm’ral’s sides : • 

Confusion maddens : : on the dread I ess knight : AyW 

Castilia’s navy pours its gather’d might : 

Pereira dies, their self-devoted prey, .. 

And safe the Lnsian galleys speed away. 1 

“ Lo, where the lemon-trees from’ yon green hill gA 
■Throw their cool shadows o’er the crystal rill; ' : 

There twice two hundred fierce Castilian foes 
Twice eight, forlorn, of Lnsian race enclose: 

Forlorn they seem,; but taintless flow’d their blood 
From those three hundred who of old withstood ; ■A ' 
Withstood, and from a thousand Romans tore 
The' victor-wreath, what time the shepherd s bore- , 

The leader’s staff of Lusus : equal flame • : ■ , 

Inspir’d these few,® their victory the same. i • AA. 

Though twenty lances bravo each single spear, ' 

Fever the foes superior might to fear. ! 

Is onr inheritance,■ onr- native right, 

Well tried, well prov’d in many a dreadful fight. ,v 

“ That, dauntless eat*! behold: on. Libva.’s coast.- 
Far from the succour of the Imsian host.* . . . '. AA '\A 

1 And mft the.Lim'an galley* speed riimy.—A, numerous',fleet of the 
(’S.lnt. lull’ f", (nr, > tv u luM( S I 1 1-0 1 Tin* It u < ru 

*!lf 1 1M l I' i ! 1 *■ J T) j I ll I \\ f 1 jh 

attacked-the Spanish athmral. the fury of IPs ot«.r4-pni • the Canti Han* 
W tV ! ! 1 1 ill d tin I i* i_u< - >1! o « ! { ( 1 ( In the. 
br.n ?j.ff of ^ ,ir fn< ulln 1 'm ’m -i wji.v 

- 37 k l,,}„ , Virgin-. 

- L,i'tfv,r< *,>•■}, V //ig- fnr~ 1! t i v M>3' ii'hmt.' ! in)ui.'c 

to A.lmada.a fortress on a yoountnin near Lisbon; iho "arrison.bri t‘if 
utnwu 1 . oumh -1 \.n< > >1 him Jo ui im »jibt- to th** 

La torn 1 1 tin lull in pa ta, ctiu.U u Portnyiii, < tim^ onpiov-d 

bravedeibnA.nnd of!; e;Ai a hnpuvrWmit mb* tin ('Lsti.iu. 

' 1 > 'or ' > V<> /» o„ ' u W't , M, wo V l.nk 

Ceuta, bon l’A:ro do Mw;/<-z was the only culver in the army who 
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Henry the chief. who first, by Heav’u inspir'd. 

To deeds unknown before, the sailor tir’d. 

The conscious sailor left the sight of shore. 

And dar’d new oceans, never plough'd before. 

The various wealth of ev’xy distant land 
He bade las fleets explore, his fleets command, 

■The ocean’s great discoverer he shines : 

H or less his honours in the martial lines: 

The painted flag the cloud-wrapt siege .displays,; 

There Ceuta’s rocking wall its trust betrays. T 
Black yawns the broach: the point of many a spear 
Gleams through the smoke: loud shouts astound the ear. /. 
Whose step first trod the dreadful pass ? whoso.sword ' 
llew’d its dark way, first with the foe begor’d ? A , 

"Twas thine. 0 glorious Henry, first in dare 
The dreadful pass. and ihiue to close the war. 

Taught by his might, and humbled in her gore, 

The boastful pride of Afrie Tower’d no more. A 

: -“'iS-urn’rons .though these, more num’rons warriors shine . 
Th’ illustrious glory of the Lusianline. 

But ah, forlorn, what shame to. banitrons pride! 1 A 
Friendless the master of the pencil died: 

■ These observations were sngsrested by the -.conduce of (Amoonx, 
whose design, like that.of.Virgii, was to write a . pomm whichniiyjiit 
•■mibiin nil tin- mnnijihs of his country. As the Anild of ATtoak Imp- 
pSies■what could not be introduced in t.Ho visinn oi Klysniin. so 
.-ensigns of (-},uu complete the purposeor the third anil.fourth Lusiads, 
The use of that-Jong episode, the conversation with; the Kiny .-of 
jfleUmlu. and its connection with the. subject,; have '..been ’bilrfady • 
obiserved. The seeming episode of the picture*, while it fulfils! tbiA 

And .nil m ij amninjf. -nxirsihe ; *o>w adorn, 

is also admirably connected with the con’d net, of the poem, A- 'flic. 
Hindoos natnnillv desire to be iriforined .of. the oonnf.rv. the histmi.: 
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!jii mortal fame his deathless labours gave: 

Poor man, he sunk neglected to the grave ! ” 

The gallant Paulas faithful thus explain’d 
d’hi' various deeds the pictur’d flags contain'd. 

Still o'er and o’er, and still again unfcir’d. 

The woudTingregent of the wars inquir’d : 

Si ill wond’viug, heard the various pleasing fcnle, 
Till o’er the decks cold sigh’d the ev'ning gale : 
The falling darkness dimrn’d the eastern shore, 
And IwfliVld hover’d o'er the billows boar 
Par to the west, when, with his noble band, 

Thr tltoughtful regent sought his native strand. 

O’er the';tallmountam-forest’s waving boughs. 
Aslant, the now moon’s slender horns arose ; 

Kear- her pale: chariot shone a twinkling star, 

And, save the manuring of the wave afar, 

It-rc}.-blooding silence reign’d ; each labour clos’d. 
In sleep’s soft arms the. sons of toil repos’d. ; : 

Vmi now, no more the moon her glimpses shed, 

A sudden, blnek-wing’d cloud the sky o'erspread. 
A sullen murmur through the woodland groan’d, 
fu woe-swoll’n sighs the hollow winds bemoan'd : . 
jT.jr-e on the plaintive gale, a path ring shower 
h,( u'u/d the horrors oi : the evil hour. 

.Mmfaltajnlhes-pincrlt-faliamlhm core^ 

V;-T Emifa r prmitiy-faoor^ (jut an artes eriuo. 




238 


THE LITSIAD. 


[book VIII. 


Thu^ when the God of earthquakes rocks the ground, 
He gives the prelude in a. dreary sound ; 

O’er nature’s face a horrid gloom he throws, 

TV iih dismal note the cock unusual ci'ows. 

A shrill-voic'd howling trembles thro 5 the air, 

As passing ghosts were weeping in despair; 

In.dismal veils the dogs confess their fear. 

And shiv’ring. own some dreadful presence near, 
feo, lower a the night, the sullen howl the same. 

And, 'mid the black-wing’d gloom, stern Bacchus came ■ 
Tne form, and garb of Hagar’s son he took. 

The ghost-like aspect, ami the threat ning look. 1 
Then, o’er the pillow of a furious priest, " 

"^yiiose burning zeal the Koran’s lore profess’d. 

Reveal'd he stood, conspicuous in a dream. 

His semblance shining, as the mooivV paie’gleahV: 

'•And guard. ” he erics. <! my sou. 0 timclyguard, 
Timely defeat the dreadful snare-prepar’d: 

And canst thou, careless, rmaffected, sleep. 

While these stem, lawless rovers of the deep A" 
lix on thy native shore a. foreign throne. 

Before whose steps thy latest race shall groan ! ” 

He spoke ; cold horror shook the Moorish priest y 
He wakes, but soon reclines in wonted rest: 1 

An airy phantom of the siirmh’ring: brain > ■ 

He deem’d the vision ; when the fiend a train, 

M itii sterner mien, and fiercer accent- spoke : 

On iait-htess! worthy oi the foreign yoke 1 . 

And knou s! thou not thy prophet sent by Heav’u, 

By whom the Koran's sacred, lore was cjv'n, 

« lie f -t gnt to no n and m,i«t 1 leave 
f no dowers oi Paradise. for you to ffrieve, 

For vou to watch, while, thoughtless of your woe. 
y c ‘ the carolers \ let ires ol He foe : 

Ibo foe, whose rage will soon with cruel jov, 

If nnopjvi-Ai. fay ^htcc] shrines dodrov? ’ 

? ' i0 ' 5 - kiiuHIfth’ aaspiri'-ns hour h< stows, 

J.et ev rv nerve their infant strength oppose. 


id-do: 


finost-lib: as}-, 
ribilit, of a ll 


r I nti'7 the thraifninti h,'th. — Monarmw.-d, by some 
'■t a pm. trujr atjui-in* 

C-; threiilem'ng u-kU, »ni<v, und di-uma kwj, 
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hen. softly usher’d by the milky dawn. 

The sun jh\-,'t rises 1 o’er the daisied lawn. 

Jlis silver lustre, as the shining dew 
ill' radiance mild, unhurt the eye may view : 
But, v, hen on high the noon-tide flaming rays 
(live all the force of living fire to blaze, 


2o'J 


1 H7nrn, softly usher'd by ihe milky damn 
The sMiJird rises .— . . : 

■ [ .Lome mv -elf greafh,” «ns Cast era, l 'if this simile N not fh<- 
noble and the most natural that can he iouinl m any poem. 
!i hits been imitated by the Spanish comedian, the illustrious Lope/. 
!<■, Yoga, m hr comedy o! Orpheus and Eurydice, act i. sc. 1 
j; Como tnirar pitch: ser 

i; ■ M sol al amanceer, 

Ih ./ yuundo sc t-ncimdc, no” 

< M-ra add- a wry loose translation of these Spanish lines in French 
;v,; r «i> ■'•The' literal English is, As- ihe- sun may be beheld at its rising, 
i hot <<-hon illnstrionsTy kindled, cannot. Naked, however, as this is. the 
‘j-'ilauoii or Caraoens is evident. As.Castera is so vei}• bold in Ivis 
niomiinm of this fine simile of the sum, it is, hut justice to add his 
Translation of it, together with the original Portuguese, and the trans- 
,,, L,i of Fanshaw. Thus the French translator :— 

Lcs yeux peuvent souienir la clartc du sole.il naisswnt, maislorsqu il 
o'rsi nivlire' dans sa. carriere hmineuse , et que ses rayons rcpandint /<> 
.,<rtimrs-dv midi, on tachcra.it en vain deTenvisager ; un prompt aveugh:-. 
■reenf scrail Je prix de cette audace. 

■■■■.Titus'elegantly in the original:— 

r Em rjuanto he fraca a foiya desia gentc,. 

:tlrdena «mw cm tudo.se reeista, : 

•■■"-: Poiviuo tjnahdd :o.-S.ol-salie, facilmcnte-. . 

: ' . ' . 7 Y pMc. milkvpov a aguda vista: 

Por< m despots que sohe claro, & ardente. 

^Yp''TY''T>S«; ; a ; bgiYte^^^ 

.••.,■:■■ Tao-^eiui flea, quaudo Hearns, 

. Be ridzes criar the nao tolhcis.” 

. ■: Yhd tinis hinnhlcd hy.Faushaw TY, 

yva jyo^vJiilstthis^eople’s strength .is not .yet, knit, 

>•••:• ...,Think:'now-yoinay-n > !»ist.thei!>i.by.aH.\yttyh. 

Foi when the Sun is in his uo/uup >it. 

. ;. •.•■>iipon -his morning bmuly. dinn-.ma} • ga/e;. 

But h t him once'up to his unith git. ' * 

Hi; T-nfcc-' them blind will) his rid inn ray-: 

So blind will ye l>e. if y<* look not iim’l, . 

If j'c jM'rnut these ctdars to take met. ’ 
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A giddy darkness strikes tlic conquer'd sight, 

That dares, in all his glow, the lord of light. 

Such, if oil India's soil the tender shoot 
Of these proud cedars fi x: the stubborn root. 

Such, shall our power before them sink decay’d. 

Ami India's strength shall wither in their shade'.” • 

He spoke: and, instant from his vot'ry’s bed 
Together with repose, the demon lied ; 

Again cold horror shook the zealot’s frame, 

And all his hatred of Messiah’s name 

Horn'd in his venom'd heart, while, veil'd in night. 

Ilicht to the palace sped the demon's flight. 

Sleepless the king he found, in dubious thought; 

His conscious fraud a thousand terrors brought: : 

All gloomy as the hour, around him stand,: 

With haggard looks, the hoary Magi hand: 1 :1 

To trace what-fates on India’s wide domain 
Attend the rovers from tmheard-of Spain, 

Prepar'd, in dark futurity, to prove 

The hell-taught rituals of infernal Jove :; . 

Mntt’ririg their charms, and spells of dreary .sound, 

With naked feet they beat the hollow ground y 
Pine gleams.the altars flame along the walls, . . f ' 
With dismal, hollow groans the victim fails ; - 

IVith earnest, eves the priestly band explore. 

The entrails, throbbing in the living c-dre. • •. ‘ . . • 

.And Jo, permitted by the power dimne. 

The hov’ring demon gives the dreadful sign.* AyT 

1 Around, 1dm daitd, ; ;; ~ 

With haggard hols., tin- hoary Ufay; JxtmL— 

The -Brahmins. the diviners of Indsa. Armnianus'Afarct>H?nn^ l;'2d. 
Says, that the Persian Magi derived their knmviedjre''front the Bwh- 
luitnts o! It.Klin, And Armans. L 7. expresslycivos the Brahmins 
Jh.> nsnm ef Mcgi. The Mac; of hide,, wtvs W. told Ah-vueh-r.,.»t 
hi-pub iNO’Mid.uiaiufunimudhiij,' f v js hi, ..pi, r wcii. 
cv.-tmt that he tonic less rest, and did more nnsthtof. -The. Brahmin? 
'nre-JK-iVer among modern writers railed. Magi.’ • * 

- Tl‘‘l» , r< nhs. fh ,t,f „7 n d - Tin- has in ti lhi«mi r 

to the truth of history.-' Bruvos relates, timt an wdgur hhing..brouglii 
betere the. Zanwrim,; 1 * J-.rn Hum Tam da agva Vhn tnartram hniiar .wtwfc 
<£«<?. vi'A ham dn rutty Imgr para a. India, c qub a gcuU: tVflhji tcria.-MiiC 



iw vm.] 


THE LUSIAD. 


241 


ATrre furious War her glen my falchion draws, 

: Here lean-ribb'd Famine writhes her falling jaws ; 

Dire-as-the fiery pestilential-star. 

.Darting bis eyes, high on liis tropbied ear, 

--. -ritern Tyranny - sweeps wide o’er India’s ground 
' >n mi Horn-wings fierce ILtpme hovers round; 

DK after ills. ami India’s fetter’d might, 

Ifli’ e'ernai yoke, 1 Loud shrieking a,t the sight, 

'•’he starting wizards from the altar fly, 

And silent horror glares in er’ry eye : 
i 'aie stands tin; monarch, lost in cold dismay, 

And, now impatient, waits the lingering day. 

1 1 Wide pli'c.my aspect rose the ling’ring dawn, 

;|'A ml dropping tears flow’d slowly o’er the lawn ; 
j : T!ie Moorish priest, with fear and vengeance fraught, 

; i 'n ■ , 0 . the light appear'd his kindred sought; 

! lirAppfilFd. -and trembling with ungen’rous fear, 

1 1 ■ n .u-eret council met, his tale they hear ; 
o .-Look’d by terror or impell’d by hate, 

;f \ acinus means they ponder and debate, 

I Minxlmifani' dos Mourns tic aqudlas partes .—.In a vessel of water ho 
p ; hovc-l him sonic ships which from a great distance came to India, the 
/pie oi which would effect the utter subversion of -iho Moors."’ 
'fun injs has certainly chosen a more poetical method of describing 
: tins divination, a method in the. spirit of Virgil; nor in this is he 
, inferior to hi? great master. The supernatural flame which seizes on 
’./iiiiiia Hide ivri'-tii'g at the sacrifice alone excepted, every other 
p;.n of (he augnry of Latinos, and his dream in the Alhuneanforest. 
/ i l, ici 5 wi M i co i?ul( In? ance?toi, the god F mmi'. m dig,,a 1 
i and poetical colouring, cannot come in comparison with lh<5 divmatiou 
.-) die Mu-.:"., and the appearance of the demon in the dream of the 
Me >i'h priest 

- l-'Tk 1 -eternal yete.---ffiiis pictimg it.may-perhaps--he said, is hut a 
•-? hail coif!pitment to the heroes of the Ltisiad, and- the fruits of their 
, / discmT-ry.' A little consideration, however, will vindicate Camoens. It 
j is’iiie demon and-the. enemies of the.Portuguese who procure this 
! rli vuiafton ; everything in it, is dreadful, on purpose -to determine the 
i .--ouYHvrim to destroy , the fleet of (Lima, -7n-:a -former .prophecy, of the 
' .-‘otujuesl of India’.(when the cat,uni -describes- the sculpture of the 
r«yal pajuoet. our poet lias been carefnl-t-o ascribe the happie-it effects 
| - to ihe.-discovery/of his heroes;— 

14 P.-neatii their sway majeMi>\ wise, and mild. * 

J’nmd o fh-.r victoi.-." laws, finice happier India smil'd.” 
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Ag;-iinst the Lnsian train what arts employ, 

-By force to slaughter, or by fraud destroy ; 

Tow black, now pale, their bearded cheeks appear. 

As boiling ra.ge prevails, or boding fear : 

Beneath their shady brows, their eye-balls roll, 

Xor one soft, gleam bespeaks the geirrous soul: 

Through quiv’ring lips they draw their punting breath. 
While their dark fraud decrees the works of death ; 

TTor unresolv’d'the power of gold to try ■ 

Swift to. the lordly cubital's gate they hie.— 

Ah. what the wisdom, what the sleepless care 
Efficient to avoid the traitor’s snare; 

What human power can give a king to know 
The smiling aspect, of the lurking foe ! 

So let the tyrant-plead. 1 —The patriot king 

Ivnows men, knows whence the patriot virtues spring; 

TYorn inward worth, from conscience firm and bold. : 

(Not from the man whose honest name is sold). 

He hopes that virtme. whose unalteiTi weight 
Stands fixM. unveering with the storms of state. 

lair'd was the regent with the -Moorish, goldy 
And now agreed their fraudful .course to hold, 1 

Swift' to the king the regent’s steps they tread : 

The king they found o’erwhelm’d in sacred dread. 

Thu .word they take, their ancient deeds relate* ""■•■■•■■•■,.- 
Their ever faithful service of'the state.; 2 ■ V 

1 So lei (he tyrant plead. —In -this short declamation. • •».aamiirer 
excrescence. the business-of the poem in reality is■■ carried on. •'••The 
vamorsiR. and hi* prime minister, the caliiai, arc artfuilyiclmraetiirif-eil 
in it; and the assertion' — ■ . ■ 

Lur'd mis the recent. tmi> the Noortrft oold. 



An w’i-aUm’ a- m, >>rl Vv r In n nr At h n t j > 

Last ailorded no more tbit hr the s\mnl of tin 1 •'j•i.-.-jih- ror, tin 
irnrwf ns.yrM-n a \\ jj e Mr’-- nhi hid w 1 u\.m*» 1 t ,c r roliyi i 
laid tin Jim -fwou-itni f in 1 ut *p< m llo.d .»,n] ih -.olatton 
ihtir vari j;- . uhwbUion'-. wer>- no;-, the empire of’ Jfnro.:<M, tj,.> 
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“ For ages long, from shore to distant shore 
For thee our ready keels the traffic bore : 

For thee we dar’d each horror of the wave; 

■■ Whatever thy .treasures boast-oux* labours gave. 

And wilt thou now confer our long-earn’d due, 

(■Jonferthy favour on a lawless crew F 
The race they boast, as tigers of the wold 
Bear that proud sway, by justice uncontroH'd. 

Yet, for their crimes, expell’d that bloody home, 

These, o’er the deep, rapacious plund’rers roam. 

'J'Jieir deeds we know; l’ouud Afric’s shores they came 
And spread, where’er they pass’d, devouring flame ; 
iMozambique’s towers, enroll’d in sheets of fire, 
ol-Biaz'd to the sky, her own funereal pyre.: 
j:l Imperial Calicut shall feel the same, 
ipAnd these proud state-rooms feed the funeral flame; 

| While* many a league far round, their joyful eyes 
; i Shall mark old ocean reddening to the skies. 

( 1 Bueh dreadful fates, o’er thee, O king, depend, 

1 i Yet, with thy fall our fate shall never blend : 
tjlire o’er the east arise the second dawn 
I : -Our fleets, our nation from thy land withdrawn, 
in other climes, beneath a kinder reign 
i . Shall fix their port: yet may the threat be vain ! 

-EnropeauF. gave . the name of Moors to all the professors of the 
IvTohanunedati'religion.. In the- same manner the eastern nations 
b hleudedl.all the ' armies of the Crusaders under one appellation, 
v. .'and' the: FrfoilfS, of whom the army of Godfrey was mostly composed, 

.'.became-.: their., icoinmon. name for all the inhabitants of the. West, 
lichee the airhu! of Gama, as already observed, all the traffic of 
the..Bast, from the Ethiopian side of Africa to China, was in.tho 
; -.hands of Arabian Mohammedans, who, without incorporating with the 
' -pagan .-natives, had their-' colonies established in every country 
.. commodious tor commerce. These the Portuguese called Moors : and,- 
v- at: present the- Mohammedans of India are called the Moors of 
Hindi>.-tim hy our English writers. The intelligence those Moors 
gave to one 'another, relative to the actions of Gama; the general 
terror with whtell■ thev be))eld the; appelran.ee of Europeans, whoso 
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If wiser thou with us thy powers employ. 

Soon shall our powers the robber-crew destroy. 

By their own arts and secret deeds o'ereome, 

Here shall they meet the fate escaped at home." 

While thus the priest detain’d the monarch’s ear. 

His cheeks confess'd the quiv’ring pulse of fear. 
Unconscious of the worth that fires the brave, 
hi state a monarch, but in heart a slave., 
lie view'd brave Vasco, and his gen'rous train, 

.Vs his own passions stamp'd the conscious stain 
Xor less his rage the fraudful regent tir'd ; 

And valiant Hava's fate was now conspir'd 

Ambassadors from India Gama sought. 

And oaths of peace, for oaths of friendship brought; 

The glorious talc, 'twas all he wish’d, to tell; 

So IIion’s 1 fate was seal’d when Hector fell. 

- Again convok'd before the Indian throne, 

The monarch meets him with a rageful frown ; 

11 And own," he cries, “•the naked truth reveal. 

Then shall my bounteous grace thy, pardon seal, ■ 

Feign'd is the treaty thou pretend'st to bring : 

Xu country owns ibee. and time, own'st no king. 

Thy life, long roving .o'er the deep, .3 know—- 
A lawless robber, every man thy foe. 

And think'st thou credit to thy talc to gain ? 

.Mad were the sovTcigu. and the hope were vain. 

Through - ways- unknown, from utmost western shore. 

To bid. his fleets the utmost cast explore, 

Great is thy monarch,- m thy words declare • 

But-'- sumptuous gifts the proof of greatness bearv. 

Kings thus to kings their'empire,’a grandeur show a '. 

Tims prove thy trtnh. thus we thy truth allow. ; 

What monarch trust the wand’ring seaman's w'ord .f ■ 

A f> '-nun * u n r> c <!t ihoa biiug-l* V <--< 1 hm gh come < rn u 
Has thrown thee, banish’d.from ..thy native:clime, A A. A: 
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f i: ac , | 1 0 £t of old the hero’s fate has been), 

Here end thy toils, nor tempt new fates unseen. 

Each land the brave man nobly calls his hom . 

Or if, b<dd pirates., o’er the deep 7™™%* here! 

Skill’ll the dread storm to brave O welcome nere 
Fearless of death, or shame, confess sincere - 
My name .hall then thy dread iwtori*® be, 

My captain thou, nnnvall d on the sta. 

Oh now, ye Muses, sing what goddess fir’d 
Gama’s proud bosom, and his lips mspir d. 

Fair Acidalia, love’s celestial queen, 

•n‘ lP car is poison’d, and thine eye deceiv d. 

W 1 « S ht, what »h»4e the courtier » ^ ^ 

I riiut light, that shade the guarded king receives. 

Me hast thou view’d in colours not mme own, 

?;. t bold 1 promise shall my truth be known. 

“ toSS mT™ nl^home 

to find anv people but^erve^and wulwtioi^. wit) 
die) only brought with thei ,, This opinion, howe\. i 

mukett. of coral, of \ j in Calicut they found cmli/e 

derived them. In Mel'.da <«j m *; nothin „ : w ] i<t ww - 

Mutiouh, where the arts fl n1 " . ■ , delicacies' on which vre wdit 

yntris.vrted of all the 'YYt'.'i'mY-i i a< j .rouemsity to be content. * 
ourselves. '1 he hmv o -, 1 1 ‘ j . butTthe zam'oriiu, with a de 

with the present f » 0 Yift ^.h'h we’re ottered to him. 'Iheqwesee 
datnbd eye l.el.eld the hats atlorned with bathe., 

war this: Four mantles <> i, ma c; , T , K . ts m-m.i dr.ulau 


CasTEMa. , , .. , ntuvn ,—Castera der.vA Ae.daha 

. fair Arid alia, Urc * rehdiat '?«**• t h„ Ht or retrain!, 
from a«,5br, wi.f.-h,M.y.untde |n V irg»l; drived in® 

-AcSdti ‘a fountain sacred to her in boiotia. 
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-Had have I left to dare the burning zone. 

And all the horrors of the gulfs nnlumwn' 

.not roar beneath the axle of the world 
. h f:° 11e before was daring sail unfurl’d ! 

•uk have I left these beauteous shores behind 

And have I dar'd the rage of ev’ry wind. 

fiiat now breathdd fire and now came wing’d with frost 

.mu d 03 the plunder of an unknown coast? 

boi. thus the robber leaves his certain prey 
i or the gay promise of a nameless dav * 

!b;ead and stupendous, more than death-doornd man 
; Mght hope to compass, more than wisdom nlan, 

Lo tliee my toils, to thee my dangers rise: 

Ah ! Lisbon s kimrs behold with other eyes 
L nere virtue calls, where glorv leads the wnv 
b o dangers move them, and no toils dismay " ’ 
imng have the kings of Lusus' daring TY100 ' 

Leso.v d the limits of the deep to trace, 

Beneath the morn to ride the furthest waves, , 

-Vnd pierce the furthest shore old-Ocean" laws ’ 

Sprung from the prince, 1 before whose matchless power 
toe strength of Atnc wither’d as a flower 
Xever to bloom again, great Henrv shone " 

• .Lacli gitt of nature and of art his "own : r. 

Bold as his sire, by toils on toils nntir'd. 

r ° find the Indian shore'his pride asnt'r’d; 

Beneath the stars find round the Hvdra shine 
And where fam'd Argo hangs the h'cavhdv sign, 
o here- thirst and, fever burn on ev'ry gale ^ : 

Tim dauntless Henry rear'd the Lusjan sail. 

LmboMcn d bribe meed that crown'd his toils, 
imyonu the wHe-spread chores !in( ] numbotis isles 
v ’ ueiv imtb the ironies p >ur Lie burnim- day 
>uceeefbng Imroes forc'd t!i’ exploring w-v ' 

That-race which.never;view’d the Pleiad’a'ear AT - 
Hiat barbbrnis raw bmmnbi ilm -mibbem shir! 

..nheir..eyc^.behckl.—Dread roar'd the blast—-the wave v 
Loris tp tn.e sky, the meeting 'whirlwinds ray e 
O'er the t<?m hear’ns; loud'on 1 heir awe-sfnmk ear 
bat lire seem'd to call. ‘Approach not here ’ ’ 
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At LisbonV court they told their dread escape, 

A ml from her raging tempests, nam’d the Cape. 1 , 

* Tinui southmost point,,’ the joyful king exclaim’d, 

1 (i.pc of Good Hope, he thou for ever nam’d 1 
Onward ray fleets shall dare the dreadful way, 

Arid And the regions of the infant day.’ 

In vain the dark and ever-howling blast 
Proclaim'd, ‘ This ocean never shall be past; ’ 

■ Through that dread ocean, and the tempests’ roar,. 
i'-iv kiusr commanded, and my course I bore. 

The pi liar liras of deathless fame, begun 
' By other chiefs, 2 beneath the rising sun 
i n thy o-yeat realm', now to the skies I raise, 

! Tim tic ithless pillar of my nation’s praise. ■ 

-Through these wild seas no costly gift I brought ; 
p Thy shore alone and friendly peace I sought. ' ■ 

p A oV) vet to thee the noblest" gift I. bring. 

Thr world can boast,—the friendship of my king. 

And mark the word, his greatness shall appear 
’ i . n ir j t mv craij'.e to India’s strand I steer, 

! A ^' wh proofs i’ll bring as never man before 

Its deeds of strife, or peaceful friendship bore.'.- 
i Afeiarh now my:.words,. my truth demands the light, 

For truth shall ever boast, at last, resistless might.”. 

Boldly the hero spake with brow severe, 
y - Of■■fraud: alike-unconscious, : as of fear : 

1 u? f rom lei %aqmq iehiprit*, nam <1 the Cape — Ba-aluilonu w 
jiitr/b.vav ihfj first who’discovered the southmost point of Africa. He 
dfiyf-ii -hack by the 'storms,-winch .on these seas weie thought 
i ( 031 * inm, md hi oh the karuedof fonnu age*. sai'- * 

J io!i_h< i rat Alt Dm/ when la rcl ited hm vowgc to lohull 
f’tU * V MdlmW p > nt thi Crpeof Tempest* 'i Lie expectationip 
' t ip ]-ii> howc-'T-r. vva* kindled by the account, and withinexpresi-ilh- 
vnaVac lAine author, he-immediately named -it the (Jape oi faond. 

: : * ?7ib j}iUar tlm: of deaiMess fame, begun 

. Jig other chief s.blc.— * 

'“TiflTnbv’ ending \vhnt4hosn did begin, 

• The pillar m tbv realm -advance; » . ■- 

•' - ..ejjrc-^dnc.tho element- of molt-ou tin.. 

Throiyh horn’d storms T lead to thee the dance.” 

° ■ ■ ■ Faksuaw. 
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: .His node confidence with truth impress’d 
;~miK deep, unwelcome, in the monarch’s breast 
-Nor wanting charms his avarice to gahi 
Appear'd the commerce of illustrious Spain, 
let, as the sick man loathes the bitter (Iranedit, 
Lhoogh nch mih licaHh ho knows tho co.p tomes 
ill- health without, it, self-decciy’d, he webdw 
.-Novc hastes to quaff the drug, and now delays'; 
-uemctnnt thus, as warring passion veer’d 
if 0 *L ldlim ] °rd the dauntless Ga>u heard'* 

• 4- ae 1 f 001 ’ 1 . 8 ^ threats yet sounding in his ear : /. 

-ue acts with caution, and is Jed bv fear 
With solemn pomp lie bids his lords prepare 
1 he friendly banquet; to the regent’s care 
Commends brave G ama, and with pomp retires 
Uie regent s hearths awake the social fire. ■ * ' 

Y ide o er the board the royal feast is spread 
And, tan* embroidered, shines Db Gama’s bed A 
1 he regent’s palace high o’erlook’d the bay ' . 

-rwre Gama's blaok-ribb'd fleet at anchor lay. 1 

, , NN'h v the - voice of ire and bitter woe 
qi er b l G° ,S hanks, ye nymphs of Tagus, show'?" 
i he how ry garlands from yonr ringlets torn 
, VV by wand rmg wild with trembling step* forlorn * 
iheaemon's mge you saw, and mark'd his tHo-ht 
io the dark mansions of efernal niobt • *• ° 

Atm saw how, howling through ihwshadcs beneath, 
, -be TOhd iiew horrors in the realms of death., - 
A hat trembling tempests shook the thrones of hell 
rMgfm ,1 .Inn-bieaws - mrs t - mil 
bee ragout babied imud, and all the lire . V 
Ab- powerless hate, with,!enfold dames const,ire - w 
broin erry eyc the tawny lightnings <dare ' 

Am. hell, illnmib’d bv the ul.aMlr dare 

Gr'drear bine gleam), indenfolddmrror slmwk 21 

Her darkung- caverns; frobi his dungeon rose 

! P:;‘ ih 1„U : t 

,. h ' rr ^u-h-rihVdjlcKi at « w< /,„r 
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j iasrur's scorn son : pale was "his earthy hue, 

' And from his eye-balls flash’d the lightnings blue; 
tDnvnh'd with'rage tlie dreadful shade demands 
FJie last assistance of th’ infernal bands. 

, As when the whirlwinds, sudden bursting, bear 
Ah* autumnal loaves high floating through the air; 

■ i-Bo, rosethelegions of th’infernal state,' : 

Dark Fraud, base Art, fierce Rage, and burning Hate: 
Wing’d by dhe. Furies to .the Indian strand 
M’hov bond ; the demon loads the dreadful band, 
e A?\dV in the bosoms of tbe raging Moors . . 

:< A !b their collected, living strength he pours. 

Due breast alone against bis rage was steel’d, 
b: "bbitre in snotless T'rnt’lrs celestial shield. ' 

dj|. 

»ji‘ i )np eTening past, another evening clos'd, 
lli: ! hfr 1'e^nnt still brave.-G ama’s. suit oppos’d ; 
lih'lm Smsiau chiet his guarded guest-detain’d, 

■ jjfWfth aris en arts, and wows of friendship feign’d. . 

ij - waudhi] ari. -though veil’d in deep disguise, 

; i|Bhone bright to Gala’s manner-piercing eyes, 
j C 'vc. in the sun’s bright , 1 beam the gamesome boy 
f i'lays with the shining steel or crystal toy, 

i’ s A* in itn'mu'* ■'bright beam.— Imitated from Virgil, who. by the 

■ ru >vi,‘piiiule, (Inscribes the fluctuation ot the thoughts of JSneas, on the 

.eVv/oftHo’i'Latiah'war'... . ■ .■ 

^b ■■■' t..'.'-V'.'.’‘‘Laoiiiedontius heros- 

i ^ ' f'nsicta videris, niaguo ouraruai iluctuat restu. 

■ Atqwi animuin nunc hue eelerem, nunc dividit illuc, 

- : : !n vi;ir!nw|ue rapit warns. perque omnia■ versat. 

^tiySiihit-aqntotfcnmhnwlahris ubi'Iuhien;ahenis;. 

". &>lo reperAissiun. aiit radiimtis imagine Lmue, . 

{Urmia porvoiitat late loca : jamque sub auras 
Jcrigbur, stiuirnique ferit laquearia tecti.” ■ - 

•w'Phis way’and'thnthotumahis'anxious mind,--- 
r , : ri'iiiniiS,-and-•.■reiec.ts the -counsels-lie.design’d ; 

■ A : ■ ’b 'iJxTil'jrhH himself in/, vain; in eyXypart,. 

■ .... And gives no rest-to Ins distracteu heart: 

•u-fio-wiiMV-thc stra by il«v or-mopn--by nisrht.-. - 

Klribr on -the polish’d--brass -their'trembling, light, ./■»-. 

A , >i'"in "Ji >' ’><« million mude, 

■ a Atid erst t)f(;u‘ tlnbious beunm from side io side; . 

A'on cj it» vcb o* v «n the pm Irani jilay, * 

And to Urn reding fhuli the gUriugday." 
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Swift, and irregular, by sudden starts. 

The living ray with viewless motion darts. 
Swift o’er the wall, the floor, the roof, by turns 
The sun-beam dances, and tire radiance burns; 
in quick succession, thus, a thousand views 
The sapient Lusian’s. lively thought pursues; 
Quick as the lightning cv’ry view revolves. 
And, weighing all, fix’d are his dread resolves. 
O'er India’s shore the sable night descends, 

And Gama, now, secluded from bis, friends,-' 
Detain’d a- captive in the room of state, 
Anticipates in thought to-morrow’s fate; 

For just Mozaide no gen’rons care delays, ■ 
And Yasco’s trust with friendly toils repays. 
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Che Bottoil-giogo.de straniere genti 
J..a piiirirt, ovo roguasti, ancor’ c scrva. 

In (juosUi terra dormi, o non rammenti, 

Uli’ insepolte de’ tuoi Fossa conserva? ... . 

Ove si giuu’ vestigio c rip] tiio scorno, 

’ Tu'neghittosd asjx-.tti il nuovo giorno?’’ 

vl'lnis elegantly translated by Mr. TIoole:— 

“Oh! Solyman, regardless chief, awake! r 

■••■•In-happier hours -thy grateful slumber take 
: -.Beneath-a foreign-yoke thy subjects-bend, 

... ''i. Anti jftrahgers : oW.thy land-their rule extend: 

- Here dost thou sleep ? here close thy careless eyes, • 

■ ' While, uiiinterr’d each lov’d associate lies ? 

-. Here where thy fame has felt the hostile scorn.. -. 

•»: j| . 1 Oanst. thou, unthinking, wait the risingmorn?” 

& The conclusion of this canto has been slightly altered by the trans¬ 
it iix>K • Oainorhis, adhering to history, makes Gama (when his factors are 
liptamed on shore) seize upon some of the native merchants as hostages, 
ft-f the in treaty of their wives aurl children the zamorim liberates his 
Irptives ; While Gama, having recovered his men and the merchandise, 
foiled away, carrying with him:the unfortunate natives, whom he had 
st-mod as hostages. 

As there is nothing heroic in this dishonourable action of Gama s-, 
| di'iiokTp has omitted it,, and has altered the conclusion of the canto. 
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BOOK IX, 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The liberation of Gama’s factors is effected by a great victory, ova 
the Moorish fleet, 'and by thb bombardment of Calient. ■ Gama return: 
in consequence to his ships, and weighs. anchor to return to Europe 
with, tile news of Ms great discoveries. Cainoens thou:introduces « 
very singular, but agreeable episode, recounting the love adventures of 
Iris heroes in one of the islands of the ocean. Venus, in search of her 
son.journeys ■through''all his realms to implore his aid, aval at length 
arrives at the spot Where Love’s artillery and arms are forged, j Venus 
intercedes with her', son in favour of the Portuguese. Tim isUnuI oi 
Hove, like that of Delos, floats on the ocean.; li is. then ■'.explained by . 
the poet.that these scorning realities;axe only allegorical. . 

I ) LI) 1 rr.-e ilie dawn; roll’d n : cr tlie lowVir.g bey, 

^ Tin.' M-fi:i'rjng cloud-' of tawny purple fly. 

Tv hile ret r,be day-spring struggled with the gloom, ■. 

’’J'he Indian .monarch, sought the regent's dome. 

in. all the luxury of Asian state. 

ilurh on a srir-gamm'd couch tin* monarch sat ' 

I’bcn on th* dlu-driou^ opthc, ponding down 
H’n ryes, sttru darken'd wib; n i liroathdr'c hown, 
i’l'.y irntblw-, 1'ile.’’ no fries, “ihy nor nppears, 

•Uoafess'd inglorious br-thy cautions fear?..- - 

let, util] if friendship,- honest, thou implm’o, ■- .: 

Lee- r.r/w command rhy vessels to the shore ? : . . . v 

1 Mickle. in place of fhe fir-d .-ewniren Mnn? vs of ihb .rmm. hm* 
ius*r 4 * 1 *x > *xjr< t h i. *r» i 3 i f tj in- < a r tup wi»i m »li« 
refctw'} v.-anhig hinpclf of ihc licence he had clMum,-} in hi- nr. fiK-e. 
—IaL 
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l i ; en’rons, as to tby friends, thy sails resign, 

My will commands it, and the power is • 

J,t vain thy art, in vain thy might withstands^ 

Thy sails, and rudders too, my will demands. 

Such he the test, thy toasted truth to try, 

Kach other test despis’d, I fix d deny. 

Knd has my regent sued two days m vam . 
i n vain my mandate, and the captive chain • 

Tot not in vain, proud clnot, ourself shall sue 
from tbee the honour to my friendship due: 

Fro force compel thee, let the grace to thine, 

Oar grace permits it, freely to resign, 

, Freelv to trust, our friendship, ere too late 
Our injur’d honour fix thy dreadful fate. 

' While thus he spake, his changeful look declar'd 
„ t „ proud breast what starting passions warr a. 

, feature mov’d on Gama’s face was seen . 

I ru he replies, with hold vet anxious mien, 

I * in me my sov’reign represented see, 

> His state is wounded, and he speaks m me; 

1 Gnaw’d by threats, by dangers uncontroll d, 
r rhe laws of nations bid my tongue be told. 

1 No more thy justice holds the righteous scale, 

The arts of falsehood and the Moors prevail; 

T see the doom my favour’d foes decree. 

- Yet, though in chains I stand, my fleet is fret. 

The bitter taunts of scorn the brave disdain , 

Few be my words, your arts, your threats are vam. 
Mv sovereign’s fleet l yield not to your sway : “ 

Safe shall my fleet to Lisboa’s strand convey 
The glorious tale of all the toils 1 tore, 

Afrie surrounded, and the Indian shore 


i Thy sa< 7 *, and rudders too 
history. • . „ , r . ,, , 


■ill demand *.—According to 


' to your sway. 
, into the pow i 


of Gammas refusing to put his lie 
thus tendered by F.tmhaw : » 

« The Malabar protests that he shall rot 
It! prison, if he send not for the ship*. 

£fe (constant, and with noble anger hot) . m 
H is haughty menace weighs not ut tiw chi#*. 


-Thu eireunwt.un 
of the zuvuoruu, 
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Discover'd. Those I pledg’d my life to gain, 

These to my country shall my life maintain. 

One wish alone my earnest heart desires, 

The sole impassion’d hope toy breast respires ; 

My finish’d labours may my sovereign hear ! 

Besides that wish, nor hope I know”, nor fear. 

And lo. the victim of your rage I stand, 

And bare my bosom.to the murd’rer’s hand.'’ 

With lofty mien he spake. In stern disdain. 

‘‘My threats," the monarch cries, “were never vain 
Swift give the sign.”—Swift as he spake, appear’d 
The dancing streamer o’er the palace rear'd ; 
Instant.another ensign distant'rose, 

Where, jutting through the flood, ; the mountain thfr 
A ridge enormous, and on either side 
Defends the harbours from the furious ride. 

Proud on his couch th’ indignant monarch sat, . 

And awfn! silence .fill’d the room of state. 

With secret joy the Moors, exulting, glow'd. 

And bent their eyes where G Asia's "navy rode. 

T hen, proudly hea v’d with panting hope, explore • 
The wood-erown’d upland of the bending shore. 
Soon o’er the palms a masts tall pendant flows, , 
Bright to the sun the purple radiance glows :•'•'••• ; - 
Tn martial pomp, far streaming,to the skies, ' ■ 

"Vanes alter vanes in swift succession rise, 

And, through the opening forest-boughs pf green,: ■ 
The sails’ white lustre moving on is seen,; " 

When sudden, rushing by the point of laud 
The bowsprits'nod, and wide the.sails expand ; ' 

.Full pouring on the sight, in warlike pride, ... 
liixtending still the rising squadrons ride : - ; ■ 

U or every n'eek, beneaih the morning rays, 

.Lake melted, gold, ine brazen spear-points blaze; 
Bach prore surrounded with a hundred oars 
Old Ocean dxils..around the crowded prores: 

And, live .times now in number Gama’s might, 
Pnmdiy their boastful shouts provoke thelight; 

Tar round tnc shore the echoing peal rebounds. 
Behind the bill an answ ring sijwiit resounds : 
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GUll bv tl.n poiut new-spreading sails appear, 

TUI seven times Gama’s fleet concludes the rear. 
A<»ain the shout triumphant shakes the bay; 

Form'd as a crescent, wedg’d in firm array, 

Their fleet’s wide horns the Lusian ships enclasp, 
Prepar’d to crush them in their iron grasp 
Shouts coho shouts—With stern, disdainful eyes 
The I ndian king to manly Gama cries 
“ Not one of thine on Lisboa’s shore shall tell 
The glorious tale, how hold thy heroes tell, 
h ‘With alter’d visage, for his eyes flash d fire, 

“ God sent me here, and God’s avengeful ire 
Shall blast thv perfidy,” great Vasco cried, ^ 

And humble in the dust thy wither d pride. 

1 prophet’s glow inspir’d lus panting breast,^ 
'Tndm-mmfc smiles the monarch’s scorn confess d. 

A mm deep silence fills the room of state, . 
d ndtlie proud Moors, secure, exulting wait: 

A ud now inclasping G-aaia’s in a ring, . 

Tb* Meet w4» o'.i-Umd whizzing from ,,ho 
The black-wing’ d arrows float along the skv, 

And rising clouds the falling clouds supply. ^ 

The lofty crowding spears that bristling stood 
Wide o'er the galleys as an upright wood, 

Lend sudden, levell’d for the closing fight, 

'Pm points, wide-waving, shed a gleam) light. 

>;i»te with iov the king his aspect rears, 

And v aliaut G tuA, thrill’d with transport, beam 
5 l-L drums' bold rattling raise the battle sound , 
Loho, doep-ton’d, hoarse, xil rates ior around ; 

The .fiiv’rimr trumpets tear the slmll-voic d an. 
O.iiv’iin" the gale, the flashing lightnings (hue. 
The smote rolls wide, and sudden bursts the roar, 
Tin- 'liked waves fall trembling, deep the shore 
Gr aVs • quick and quicker blaze embraces blaze 

1, d-rbW arm-i • louder the thunders raise 

Tl, AroSig. rolling our tbo WM •*>« 

The '-m-st incessant: awe-striu*k Lclio mes 

1-alVring Hurl d M f- r’.l: tom «><> hmm ttmm* 

flhrnl after clem!, enroll tl in drirkncss, Sual,,^ 
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■ Curling their-sulph’rons"foIds of'fiery'blue,- - 
Till their huge volumes,take the fleecy hue. 

And roll wide o'er the sky; wide as the sight 
Can measure heav’u, slow rolls the cloudy white ; 
Beneath, the smoky blackness spreads afar 
T Its hovTing wings, and veils the dreadful war 
Deep in its horrid breast: the fierce red glare, 

Cheo'ring the rifted darkness, fires the air, 

Each moment lost and kindled, while around, 

The mingling thunders swell the lengthen’d tsonnd. 
When piercing sudden through the dreadful roar 
The veiling shrieks, of thousands strike, the shore : . . 

■ Presaging horror through the-monarch’s breast . 

Crept cold: and gloomy o'er the distant east. 

Through. Gata’s hills 1 the whirling, tern pest- sigh’d, ■ 

And westward sweeping to the blacken’d tide, 

Howl'd o'er the trembling palace as it past:-,. 

And o’er the gilded walls a 'gloomy -.twilight, cast; . 

Then, furious, 'rushing to the darken’d, bay. “. ; 

Resistless swept the black-wing’d n-iglit away, . . . 

With all the clouds that hover'd o’er -the -fight, 

And o’er the weary combat-pour’d the .light. 

As by an Alpine mountain’s.pathless side . .. 

-.Some traveller strays, unfriended of a- guide; 

If o’er the hills the sable night descend, - . ■' 

And gathVing tempest wiih the darkness blend, 

Deep from the cat ern'd rocks beneath, aghast 
He hears the howling of the whirlwind’s blast ; 

Above, resounds the crash., and down the steep 
■'Some rolling weight groans on with fnnnd’ring sweep: 

,1 Through G>iia? hfflz.—' Tin; hills of - Gaia or Gair, pioimihi 
which form a natural' harrier on the east era shlo of the kuiglrim 
;Malabar. ' .TVV 

- - «Nature’s Ttule vrll.'asitiust f bo-fierce'Ganar.-' 

■ . Thev guard the fertile walls.of Malabar.” 

- ' ’ ■" V- VJmsrAU. vF,T 

t 7 Gy.. "i"b!n(j /<> /he J n-l(P\!hni^-V^r ‘h< ruvim.-tanr 

of go built A ih ' i> pt'L n n a '.hen J aj p i I « ill I .ft 

Gama. 
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■■■■■...A ghast he stands, amid tlve shades of night, 

And all his soul implores the friendly ligi.it: 
it comes; the dreadful lightning’s quiv’ring blaze 
The yawning depth beneath his lifted step betrays ; 
Instant unmann'd. aghast in horrid pain., 

Ills knees no more their sickly weight sustain : 
Powerless he sinks, no more his heart-blood flows; 

So sunk the monarch, and his heart-blood froze ; 

So sunk he clown, when o’er the clouded bay 
; The rushing whirlwind pour’d the sudden day: 

• Disaster’s giant arm in one wide sweep 
•; Appear'd* and ruin blacken’d o’er the deep.; 

; ;The sheeted masts drove floating o’er the tide, 

‘b.Aud the torn hulks roll’d tumbling on the side,^ 

,j Some shatter'd plank each heaving billow toss’d, 

■ j' And, by the 1 and of licav'n, dash’d on the coast, 

i ' Uoan’d prores ingulf’d; the lashing surges rave 
: the black keels upturn’d, the swelling wave 

.'kisses 'he lofty mast's reclining head; 

'• tJ «l. far fit sea. some few torn galleys fled. 

I Ami' 1 the dreadful scene triumphant rode 
; The Lusian war-ships, and their aid bestow’d : 

1 Their speedy boats far round assisting ply’d, 

■ Where plunging, straggling, in the rolling tide, 

(.'rasping the shatter’d wrecks, the vanquish’d iocs 
’Rear'd o’er the dashing waves their haggard brows. 
j So wwd of scorn the lofty Gama spoke, 

Nor lod-iPs kmg the dreadful silence broker. 

,Siow juic'd the "hour, when to the trembling shore, 
in cv/ful pomp, the victor-navy bore: 

{'< rnfv_\ nodding on, the bowsprits bend. 

And the red streamers oil;-- war portend: 

-•o n bm jIn the *o,ir, the bombs tremendous ti-.e 
And trail their black’ning rainljows o’er the skies ; 
Ok-r Calicut’s proud domes their rage they pour, 
A n ,l wrap her temples in a suiph’rfms shower. , 

•'Tis o'er_In tbreol/ning silence rides the. fleet: 

A Vi Id rage, and horror yell in cv’ry street: ’ 

Tin th msand^pouring round the ]ialace gate, 

In ciam rous uproar vail their wretch’d fate:* 
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■While round the dome, with lifted hands, they kneel’d, 

‘• Give justice, justice to the strangers yueld— 1 . : 

Our friends, our husbands, sons. and.fathers slain ! 

Happier, alas, than these that yet remain— 

Curs’d be-the counsels, and the arts unjust— y : ": : T'-i 

Our friends in chains—our city in the dust— 

Yet, yet prevent- 

Tim silent Yasco saw 

The weight of horror,'"and o’erpowering awe 

That shook the Mooi's, that .shook the regent's knees, 

And sunk the monarch down. By swift degrees 
The popular clamour rises. Lost,, immanii’d. 

Around the king the trembling .council stand ; 

.While, wildly glaring on each other’s eyes, 

Each lip in vain the trembling accent- tries; i. 

With anguish' sicken’d, and of strength bereft, 

Earnest each look inquires. What hopois left! 

In all the rage of shame and. grief aghast, ; 

The monarch, falt’ring, takes the word at last: ,- 
“ By whom, great chief, are these proud war-ships sway'd, 
Are there thy■ mandates honour’d and obey’d ? . .to 

-Fdrgiye, great cliief, let gifts of price-'restrain'■' 

Thy jnst revenge. Sl.mll India's gifts bo vaixx. 

Oh spare my people and their doom/u .-abodes— 

-Prayers, vows, and. gifts appease the injur’d gods■ .' 

Shall man deny f Swift- are- the brave 'to spare ■ 

The weak, the innocent con less, their care— ... Ytoi.tok :' 
Helpless, as innocent of guile, to thee 'to to 

Behold these, thousands bend the sixppliant.knee—to 
.■Thy navy’s thnnd’ring sides black' to the land 
Display their teiroi-s—yet mays't thou command—— ,v -toto. 

O’ei’power’d he paus’d, Majestic- andtoserclie'i to. 

Great Tosco rose, then, pointing to the-scene- to 
Whore bled .-the war. ‘‘ Thy -licet, px'aud king,.behold - 
O'er ocean and the strand, in carnage roll'd [ 

So. shall this pahaoe, smoking in the dust, ; to 

And ydftjprcrad city, weep thy-artsunjust. - A. - ..to:: 

The Moors I knew. and. for their fraud -preparM,■■ . . . - . 

1 left-my fis-’d^eonunmid. my navy’s guard ; l .a 

1 J b.fi vy lud Ci/un.-fad ,-ny it^ry'* <jU‘i? 1. . •: !/,■. Lit. ,-f Gama. 
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Wlwto’er from shore my name or seal convey’d 
Of other weight, that fix’d command forbade; 

' TJuis, ere its birth destroy’d, prevented fell 
What fraud might dictate, or what force compel. 

This mom flic sacrifice of Fraud I stood, 

. Bnt hark, there lives the brother of my blood, 

And lives the friend, whose cares conjoin’d conDol 
These floating towers, both brothers of my soul. 

Jf thrice,’ I said, ‘arise the golden morn, 

' Ere to my fleet yon mark my glad return, 

.Dark Fraud with all her Moorish arts withstands. 

And force, or death, withholds me from my bands ; 

Thus judge, and swift, unfurl the homeward sail, 
j. j'Adch the first breathing of the eastern gale, 

||i||Umnin4ftil of my fate on India’s shore A 
H :|Let but my monarch know, :I wish no more.’ 

I 'Each, panting while I spoke, impatient cries, 

|'!Tbo tear-drop bursting in their manly eyes, 
iif.In all but one thy mandates we obey, 
liil u one we yield not to thy gen’rons sway : 
ffiVithoTit thee, never shall onr sails.return ; 
jjlndiashairbleedjandGalicutshallburn— 

' Thrice shall-the morn arise.; a flight of bombs 
Shall then speak vengeance to their guilty domes : 

\ Till.noon : we pause. ;then, shall our; thunders roar, 

A ad desolation sweep the treach Tons shore.’ 

.Behold; proud king, their signal.in the: sky,.. 

' Bear his meridian tower the sun rides high. 

O’er Calicut no more the ev’ning shade 

.Shall spread hef : peaceful wings, my wrath unstai.d : 

Dirt flnmurh the night her smoking dust, shall gleam. 

Dire thro’: the night shall, shriek'the female scream.’’ 

11 Tin worth, groat chief,” the palc-lipp’d regent cries. 
c -Tii”: worth we own. •, oh, may these woes suffice ! 

To thee each proof of India’s wenltV we send ; 
Ambassadors.'of noblest race, attend-—— 

Sh-,v us in.- faite.v'd, G/.ma caught. the word. » 

On terms I talk not, and no truce afford : 

1 l ~ inn ad ;vl nl hjjpfi (>>’ Tiulia^ .— l hi* tne-f in i;n,mni'< a* 
r>n]..1r»n to’ -vrihet his nun .siiHj or hi- JO'* Dr the MilV utuiu A 
me in t. i' trui -l\n the Juto ol tna. 






160 the lusiad. ■ 

Captives enough shall reach the Lu&inn shore : 

)riee von deceiv’d me, and I treat no more. 

5’on now niv faithful sailors, pale with rage, 
xnaw their blue lips, impatient to engage; 
darm'd hr their brazen tubes, the thond ring band 
Watch the first movement of my brother s hand ; 
E’en now. impatient, o’er the dreadful tire 
IhcY wave their eager canes betipp d with tire ; 

>.lei'liinks my brother’s anguish'd look 1 see, 

The pant ins? nostril and the trembling knee. 

While keen he eves the sun. On hasty strides. 

Hurried along the deck, Coello eluacs 

His cold, slow ling’ring, and impatient cries, 

‘ Oh. give the sign, illume the sacrifice, (J 

A brother’s vengeance for a brother's blood 

lie spake : and stern the dreadful warrior stoou. 
So seem’d the terrors of Ins awful nod,, 

The monarch trembled as before a gou : 

The t-reach’rous Moors sank down in taint- dismay, 
And speechless at- his feet the council lay : _ 

Abrupt, with nuts' retched am-, the monarch mc< 
“ What yet—— ” hut dar’d not meet.the,hero s ey 
“What Vet may save 5 -—Groat V-^o sum. rejn 

“ Swift, Vindisputing. giveith’ appointed. sign« 

Hi Hi o’er thy loftiest- tower my flag disomy, 
AjcTand my train swift, to my fleet convey: 

Instant command—behold the son rmm lug i 
He spake, and rapture glow’d in ev’ry eve; 

The- Wu-.. ■iti-mlii.O on xbr ,■ 

Swift o’er the bay tlm royal barges row a, 

A drenrv gloom a sadden whirlwind threw; 

AmidVtmTiMwlinc bW. uoag'd. \\itbdrew 

The vanquish’d demon. -Soon, rn htstre mitcl 


I frni it < W't}l — 

tfi Hw rfeot c.oi'<li.1odtf! 
of lip''further treaty, h 

m. dhey had. Mn,- 
vrfmt -and - fail subiin 
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v jlatc with ioy, the Shouting thousands trod, 

And Gam v to his fleet triumphant rode. 

Soft came the eastern gale on hahny wings: 

XitscscK *£&*•■■* «* 

- Sfov bad r,hc captives lost the leader s cai c, 

1 ' ioUeto the shore the Indian barges hear; 

The noblest few tl.e chief detains,_ to own 
f t ‘ Melons deeds before the Lasnm thi one, 

IV own the conquest of the Indian shore: : . 

•v v v -mted ev’ry proof of India s store. 

up, l «-*»»■!; 

vc gale ’ 

To Gala's eyes unveil'd each treach rous Mime. 






THE LI-SI AD. 


[book IX 


202 

So burnVI bis breast with Heav’n-illumin’d flame, 

And holy rev’renco of Messiah’s name. 

0. favour'd African, by Heaven’s own. light 
Gall’d from'the dreary: shades of error’s night !■ 

M hat. man may dare his seeming.ills- arraign,- 

Or what the grace of Heaven’s designs' explain! ' 

Far didst thou from thy friends a stranger roam. 

There wast thou call’d to thy celestial home. 1 

"With rustling sound now swell’d the steady sail; 

The lofty masts reclining to the gale. 

On full-spread wings the navy springs away, 

And. far behind them, foams the ocean grey: 

Afar the iess’ning hills of Grata fly. 

And mis their dim blue summits with the skv: 

Be)math the wave low sinks the spicy shove. 

And. roaring through the tide, each nodding prore 
Points to the Cape, great Nature's southmost bound, 

• The-Capo of Tempests, now of Hope renownVL 

poem must hare languished. Though he is not a ■■warrior, the unex- 
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Their''glorious tale on Lisboa’s -.shore to tell 
I nspires each bosom with a rapt’ross swell; 

How through their breasts the chilly tremors glide. 

To dare once more the dangers dearly tried.-— 

Soon 10 the winds are these cold tears resign’d, 

And all their country rushes on the mind; 

How sweet to view their native land, how sweet 
The father, brother, and the bride to greet! 

"While listening'round the hoary parent’s.board 
The wond’ring kindred glow at ev’ry word; 

How sweet to ■tell what woes, what toils they bore, 

The tribes, and wonders of each various shore! 

These thonghts, the traveller’s lov’d reword, employ. 

And swell each bosom with unutter’d joy . 1 

The nnoen of love, by Heaven’s eternal grace, 

■ The guardian goddess of the Lusian race; 

The tjnecn' of love, elate with joy, surveys 
H er heroes, happy, plough the wat’ry maze : 

Their dreary toils revolving in her thought, 

A p.d all the woes by vengeful Bacchus wrought: 


1 The joy of ike fleet on the homeward departure from Lidia —he 
are now conic to that part of. the Lusiad, which, in the con duct ot tae 
poora ^ parallel to the groat catastrophe of the Hiatt, when, on Ui.e 
death of Hector, Achilles ..thus addresses the Grecian arm} — 

'■“ Ye sons of Greece, in triumph bring 

■ The corpse of Hector, and your pteons sing; 

; ■ Be this t’nc song, slow moving toward the shore,■ 

■ . v ' % aieclnr is dead, and Ilion is no more.’ 


Ohr Portuguese poet, who in liis machinery, and many other instances, 
it- - followed the manner of Virgil, now forsakes him. in a \ery bold 
s nnd mfi'Stei'lv spirit ho now -models his poem by the stops ot Homer. 
"WhaKof tlip vet remams. in .poetical conduct (though: not-.jn. 

v unit djon oi cheuu'A l m<'t.«), ev cil> lesembios the latter part <r, the 
11m 1 'ft f in’'' A the lum mi of J’dhoclu-. and tl e ndunptn n ot 
tjw liodv of Hector, are the.completion of the rage of Achilles. . jn the 
mimiifr, the ivM.srd of the In roes, and the consequences G their 
f\,. b’l^tduakb <b> (null ot rbt lam id 1 euniot-i\ if np] tu- 
'Vx* Milton ev^i" vt-cd our .pout■ f^hough Fansban’s translation wtts 
'uibbrn ), v‘< nomdm.e<aube of n^me riu’nui 
R . (JI }j 11( tl f «1 n nP h(Ih< t .inn in lopwim' nf norm 
... p, n- i ifht pciim 1 mint, ns indoi the Pamdiu LoA—Kt Ur 
; Hjsserfation which lotions this.book. ■ * 
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These toils, these woes, her yearning*.cares employ, 

To ha the, and balsam in the streams of joy. 

Amid the bosom of the-wat'ry waste, 

Hear where the bowel's of Paradise were plac'd , 1 
An isle, array’d in all the pride of flowers. 

Of fruits, of fountains, and of fragrant, bowers, 

. Sh&jneans to offer to their homeward prows,; ’ > 

The place of glad repast and sweet repose.: .-■■■■■. 

And there, before their raptur’d view, to raise 
The lieav’n-topp'd column of their deathless praise. 

The goddess now ascends her silver car, 

(Bright was its hue as„love’s translucent star).-; /•’ 

Beneath the reins the stately birds," that sing 
Their sweet-ton’d death-song spread the snowy wing; . 

The gentle winds beneath her chariot sigh, ■ 

And virgin blushes purple-o’er-the sky.:. 

On milk-white pinions borne, her cooing doves 
Form playful circlesFound her as she moves; 

And now their beaks in fondling kisses join," 

In am’rons nods their fondling necks entwine, , 

O’er fair Idalia’s bowers the goddess rode, 

Arid by h.er altars sought Idalia’s god : . 

The youthful howyer of the heart was there : 

Iiis falling 1 kingdom claim’d, his earnest care, s . : ,i 

• 1 Near where the hearers of Paradise were plac'd.— Behveea the 
'mouth of the Ganges and Euphrates. 1 .- •' 

2 Swans. '■ . / : 

'* llis faJtiny Jeiuejdom claim’d his earnest care.—-This fiction, in 
pc< t ndm t. h> ir " stniiUjir rt >-■ mid oiee m flu (ii^rosi, 1m- 
■toriek with-which Homer enriches and adorns his poems,-particular! j' 
to tho beautiful description'of flit* feast of the godAvith' a the. blameless; 
.Ethiopians.” If also' contains a .masterlycommentary .on-f hy'ihimhhien' 
of the Lushid. . 'i : he Divine Love conducts <b ama.Io .India. Tbe-same:- 
Divine Love is •represented as preparing to reform flat .corrupted world, , 
when its attention is particularly called to bestow a .foretaste olirn-, 
moit-.iity <-n the Ist-r^-s <-f ib** expedition which dA-fivered the nodi-nt 
world. Nor do the - wild fatpastic loves, mentioned -in: 'this little 
rpi-'d'*. afford my objection avaunt thi~ < vpletuiljon. an * \t 1 million 
don h imm n, tic tfi-nt. u-Af He- und I nibrnne 

■amours' signSfy, in the allegory,- the wild, sects' of dilfcrerttenthitsiftsisf-- 
which spring rip under the wings-of-the best .and iw>st s 'rational-insth. 
t-ui’-iis; ;v.'-I wh'p’i, ho*v»v( r c-intr.iry to each othir, all agree in 
■-.deriving their authority from the same source ■ - -. " . 
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.His bands ho Blusters, tlirougli fclie myrtle grores 
On buxom wings he trains the little lores. 

Against ilie world, rebellious and astray, 

Ho means to lead them, and resume his sway: 

: Km* base born passions, at his shrine, ’twas told, 

Mach nubler transport of the breast eontroll’d. 

A young Aetaion , 1 scornful of his lore, 
hi orn after morn pursues the foamy boar, 

1 *-1 young Act.non. —The French translator has the following 
: characteristic note: “This passage is an eternal monument of the 
e freeiloms tahen by Oamoens, anil at the same time a proof of the. im- : 

::: prudence of poets.; an authentic proof of that prejudice which soioe- 
d :times blinds them, notwithstanding all the light of their genius, The 
o'-modern 'Actwon of - whom he speaks, was-Eing Sebastian. He loved 
ijj' ijtbe. chase:' but, that pleasure, which is one of the most innocent.and 
iji jlipne ot the most noble -we can- possibly .taste, did not at all interrupt 
iwl this attention to the affairs of -state, and did not render him savage, as 
iKiiivr author pretends. On this point the historians are rather to be 
Jy believed. ■ And what would the lot of princes be, were they allowed no 
. Iprnlaxakon. -from their toils, while they Allow that. privilege, to . their 
p people V- {subjects - as we are. let us venerate the amusements of our 
\e -sovereigns ; let ns believe that the august cares for our good, which 
.1 employ them, follow them often even to the very bosom of their 
! [f pleasures,” ' 

[' Many are the strokes m the Lusiarl which must endear the ehurao-. 
'I v!'i' of Camoens to every, reader of -sensibility. The noble freedom and 
-ft manly indignation with which he mentions the .foible of his. prince, 
f- and . the flatterers of his court, would do honour to the greatest names 
. ■; of Oreecn-or Rome. While the shadow of freedom remained in Portu¬ 
gal, the greatest men of that nation* -in- the -days of Lusian heroism, 
fhmiirhfc and conducted themselves in the spirit of Camo'ens. A noble 
:'-i'imoedot« of tins brave spirit oilers itself. . Alonzo. 1Y., surnamed the 
.; : ilrave. ascended the throne, of Portugal in the vigour of his age. Tim 
; : -• .pleasures-of the chase engrossed all ids attention. His confidants and 
■ favour! tes .encouraged, and allured him to it. His time was •spent-.-in- 
\ -'the -forests- of - -Ciiitra'. - while • the .affairs of government were neglected 
,co or executed-by those whose -interest it was. to keep their sovereign in 
'••ignorance.-. -11 is presence, at last, being necessary- at Lisbon, he.entered 
■ -"-1 lie'council ivith ah the brisk impetuosity of a young sportsman, and 
! -with-'great familiarity and gaiety entertained his nobles with the his-- 
>- lory of a whole month spent in hunting* .'in fishing, and shooting.; 
’ When be had finished his narrative, a uoMtanan of the first rank rose 
:|'< up: “ Courts arid camps, !! said he, “were allotted for kings not woods 
! baud deserts..- Even the affaire of private men suffer when r-.-ejeatiou is 
preferred to bneiuc-s. Jhu wlien tlie whims of pleasure cner^s tim 
,j , -. thoughts; bf-H-bin jil’, a whole nation is consigned to rimi, We camcliero 
:< r r pur;“'», -> >han to hoar ilm exploit-* of the omnil exploits v hi'*h 
are milj mB lli^iblo to giooins and Ulooneie. If yom mnjw-ty w ill 
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In desert.wilds, devoted to the chase: 

Hack dear enchantment of the female face 
Spurn'd, and neglected. Him. enrag'd, he secs, 

And sweet, and dread his punishment decrees. : - • ;.. 

Before his ravish'd sight, in sweet surprise, 

Haked in all her charms, shall Dian rise : 

'With love’s tierce flames his frozen heart* shall bum , 1 
Coldly his suit, the nymph, rinmov'd, shall spurn. . 

attend to the wants, and remove the grievances of your people, you 
will find them obedient subjects-, if not—— ” The king, starling with 
rage, interrupted him, “If not, what?' 1 “If not," resumed the 
nobleman, in a firm tone, “ they will look for. another and a . better 
king.” Alonzo, in the highest transport of passion, expressed his . 
resentment, and hasted out of the room. In a little while, however, r 
he returned, calm and reconciled: "I perceive/’ said he, “the truth of 
what von say. He who will not execute the duties of a king, cannot 
long have good subjects. Remember, from t his day, you have.nothing ; 

more to do with Alonzo the sportsman, l.mt with Alonzo the .king of- J 
Portugal.” Ilts majesty was as good as his promise, and became, as a 
warrior arid politician, one of the greatest of. tho. Por tuanesev mono rehs. t 

1 ltd/! lores liiwc jlnai** hi* rn>z<m heart *liall hvn>. —“It is sard. | 
that upon the faith of *a pot-trait Don Sebastian felt.in love.with Afar- 1 
garei of Prance, daughter, of.Henry II.-, aud demanded her in marrimre, j 
but was refused. The $ poniards treated him no less . unfavourably,- . 1 
tor they also rejected bis proposals for one of the- daughters of Philip * j 
II. Our author considers these refusals as the .punishment- of Don ; ! 
F-ibi-ti'n ^ ' i , "in nu lnu> u ih, < h i-t but ill e nnh mi- 1 
sequence of the prejudice with which he .viewed-the amusements of his 
prince. The truth is. these princesses were reluswl h*r political me¬ 
sons, and not with any regard to the manner in which he tilled up his 
moments of leisure.” 

Thus Castera, who, with the same spirit- of .sagacity, .starts-and 1 
answers the following objections: “Hut Imre.is u difiicnlty:. Cfunmins 1 
wrote during- the lift- of Don debastinn, but- tin* -circumstance -he |- 
relates (the return >>f U\ma) happened see, ral years before, nncier ; 
the-reign of Kuunauuel. How, therefore, could-jtc say that* Utipkl i 
■ then saw Jton • Sfebnstfnn mt the ■ chase. -wlum -flint. -prince.-.was - not ; 
-h •> b ru 'J t i *-v(' >' < l-v i up> 1, i" .1 > idi.cr. it dus 
\w r,. ti p i n t, ,,, in,- t ilt Poh ''t >i n (-od Jnm 111 

Kov -h< Di-mvv ,t>in it-of n. di-hu ti"n r,l trn* om gt>ee< ul li.t 
eve be]In the past.- the•-presetif,- and tho- future; --everything, is -■ 
present before Jtim.” • •< 

■This defence of. the fiction of Aettecn is- not -more -absurd.- than 1 
uw\ ~ f Sm a i d * >hl spt it il T' r Li.. nltt pnttn>n fb« 

rrrfal 7 11 I p itt n ^ u * > 

ted At ihi< m utii'-e:,;-* of iVi-re on II,i- jM-.-me s.y -xtiei.mly 
'charaetorh-uc of J’rt-rtcli ideas, another note from him- will' perhaps • 
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Ji ilie.se JovM flogs that now his passions sway, 

, Ui, may he never fall the hapless prey ! 

■fUnrag’d, he sees a venal herd, the shame 
■ 0 f human race, assume the titled name; 1 

h> agreeable. "Several Portuguese writers have remarked,” says 
" that, the wish—: 

‘ Of these lov’d dogs that now his passions sway, 

Ah ’ may Lo never fall the hapless prey! 5 

Dad in it an air of propheey; and fate, in effect, seemed careful to 
:• accomplish it, in making the presaged woes to fall upon Don Sebas- 
fifth; If he did hot fail a prey to his pack of hounds, we may, how- 
! jOiiver. say that he was devoured by his favourites, who misled his 
'Mouth and, bis great soul. But at any rate our poet has carried the 
;!.* ijurolitude too far. It was certainly' injurious to Don Sebastian, who 
Nevertheless had the bounty not only not to punish.',this audacity, but 
l-iio -reward tho'ynst eulogies’which the author had bestowed on him in 
ptlier places.- 'As much as the indiscretion of Camoens ought to sur- 
oj'ri*o us. as much ought we to admire the generosity of his master.” 
iij -This .foppery, this -slavery -in thinking, cannot fail to. rouse the- 
t’ihulienRtion of every manly breast, when the facts are fairly stated. 

, -iriou tfehastian, who ascended the throne when a child, was a prince 
I bf great 'abilities .and great spirit, but his youth was poisoned with 
‘ bhe most romantic ideas of military glory. The affairs of state 
5 worn left to his' ministers (for whose character see the next note), his 
•o .oth or-studies' were neglected, and military exercises, of which he .not 
unjustly esteemed the chase a principal, were almost his sole employ. 

‘ ■( '•amoens.beheld' this romantic turn, and.in a genteel allegorical satire 
; ' foreboded its consequences. ' The wish,, that his prince might not fall 
P" tiff'--prey of his favourite passion, was in vain. In a, rash, ill-con- 
-•fWtod expedition- into Africa, Don Sebastian lost his crown in his- 
• c<vontv-/ihli year, an event which soon after produced the fall of the 
' Portuguese empire. Had the nobility possessed the spirit of Camoens, 

- ha/Tthey, like:him, endeavoured to check the quixotism of. a young 
■ ? ^onerous prince, that prince might have reigned long and happy, and 
i fM-fegal might'have escaped the Spanish yoke, which soon followed: 
}ff< defeat fit Alcavar: a yoke which sunk Tortuga I-into an abyss of 
misery, from which, in all’probability, she will never emerge into her 
/.former-splendour. ; . .' 
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And each, for some base interest of bis own, 

'With Flatt’ry’s manna’d lips assail tbo throne. 

He sees the men, whom holiest sanctions bind 
To poverty, and love of human kind; 

While, soft as drop the dews of balmy May, 

Their words preach virtue, and her charms display, 

Fie sees with lust of gold their eyes on lire, 

And evTy wish to lordly state aspire: 

He sees them trim the lamp at night’s mid hour, 

To plan new laws to arm the regal power; 

Sleepless, at night's mid hour, to raze the laws, 

The sacred bulwarks of the people's cause, 

Fram’d ere the blood of hard-earn’d victory 
On their brave fathers' helm-hack’d swords was dry. 

bTor these alone; each rank, debas’d and rude, 

Mean objects, worthless of their love, pursued : 

Their passions thus rebellious to his lore,, . 

The god decrees to punish and restore. 

The- little loves, light hov’ring in the air, ., y 
Twang their silk bow-strings, and their aims prepare: 
•Some on 'tlT immortal -anvils.point, the dart,.-. •. 

With power resistless,to inflame/theheart; 

Their arrow heads they tip with soft desires,. .. 

And all ihe warmth of love's celestial tires; 

Some sprinkle o’er the shafts the tears of woe,; 

Some store the quiver, some •stpel-springThc'.hq#.;;• h A; • • 
!v-irh chanting as lie works the Tuneful strain 
■Of love’s dear joys, of love's; luxurious pain ; ' T; 

Charm’d was the lay to conquer and reline, /fi. 

Divine the melody, -the song divine. 

Alrendv, now, began the vengeful war, 

■'The witness of the god’s benignant care ; . . . :•. 

On the hai'd bosoms of the stubborn crowd 1 i i 
An arrowy shower thmbowyer. train '-bestow’d';' kb 

d Or^ fb:- hard hotrmft of thf- zivhlmn -crowd. —There ..Is nn-elefrance 
in the -original ■ of tins line, which the ISnglisti language will not 
mlrait.:— V-v.v 

■ Sos clnros coraijnens he iilebe dura,’ ~ 

fVel. la the hard hearts .of the hard vulgar. . 
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n- ,1 tEo whi-winw shafts, deep sighs the air, 

EjSA&J&i & •* l0Te , dccbr<! - 

'i’liongb ™™u S featur'd, ami of various tao^ 

Ifi-u-h nymph seems loveliest m hci lotci s vie , 

S bv the darts, by novice archers sped _ 

! Ten thousand wild, fantastic loves are bred . 

In wildest dreams the rustic hind as.pnes. 

And haughtiest lords confess the humbled fLes. 

The snowy swans of love’s celestial queen 

' iXu 

The mitlicr’dVobe falls loosely from her hand ; 
iTnl&con her bosom heaves the living snow, 

: Xml on her smiles the living roses glo^ . 

1' mho howyer god, 1 whoso subtle smxtts nc ci Ky 
I' Vbaim’d, in'vain, in vain on earth or sky, ^. 

; vvi' T vo'-v smiles the mother power receives , 

' , ron rid lier climbing, thick as ivy leaves, 

ir mi.f. villi' loves in fond contention join 

Mo IS aud most, stall kiss |*r lwrf dwme. 
i P,yul in her arms she caught her wanton ho , , 

T Mid “ Oh, my son,” she cries, my pride, mj j J • 

I 

\\n v ., v 'er--so Will til eternal fates--u Licie cr 
TiVr.P«u»n race the victor standards rear 
■ Avmus resound, « altars flame. 

\ f ulv'Lok hot joyful lore, prodam.. 

lonktopclisson tho storm-torn .rare, 
ti: 1 -mcl svealc. St last •»' lm«a’a 

V-Viv’d now toils, repose domed, they bore . 

V’ R cclms there with tenfold rage pursue*. , 


Cupid. 
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Amid these raging seas, the scene of woes. 

Theirs shall be now the balm of sweet repose; 

Theirs ev’ry joy the noblest heroes claim, 

'Hie raptur’d foretaste of immortal fame. 

Then, bend thy bow and wound the Hereid train. 

The lovely daughters of the azure main : 

And lead them, while they pant with am’rous fire, • m. 
Right to the isle which all my smiles inspire 
Soon shall my care that beauteous isle supply,. \ . 

"Where Zephyr, breathing love, on Flora’s lap shall sigh. 
There let the nymphs the gallant heroes meet, 

And strew the pink and rose beneath their feet: 

In crystal bails the feast divine prolong, 

With wine nectareous and immortal song: [ g. 

Let every nymph the snow-white bed. prepare, , ; 

And. fairer far, resign her bosom there ; 

There, to the greedy riotous embrace" -.A g 

Resign each hidden-charm with dearest grace, v 
Thus, from my native waves a. hero line 
Shall rise, and o’er the East-illustrious shine: 1 ■ 

Thus, .-shall the rebel world thy prowess know, ■ 

And.what the boundless joys, our friendly.powers bestow 

She said : and smiling view’d her mighty .boy:. 

Swift to the chariot springs the god of joy ;)■ .)/: 

His ivory bow, and arrows .tipp’d;with gold. 1 . : ' 

Blaz’d to the sun-beam as the chariot roll’d : ■ ; g; 

Their silver harness-shining t:o the day. 

The swans, on milk-white pinions, spring.away, : / ;V A 

Smooth gliding o’er the clouds of.lovely, bine: : 

And Fame ; (so will'd,the god) before them flew; .... 

1 'Tints- front Tittj native waves'.a her.o line, 

ShnV -rm:, mid tier (he shine ,— • 

"By the line o! heroes to he produced hy the. union of die Bortiufnes«;- 
•'with the -Norc-uls, -is to he understood- tin? other • I’ortngticso, who,-fob 
iowing the steps of Gajia, ct&iblishttL iDustriousi'coloitierin India,’™, 
< hi ~r ’ r. 

* Art! Tnn <i rt,n t <h A At < »-T hi- ; a- ojo uTojrL a -mithc m 
sh.-ue. r>i dieynlrn.M-t os tgtno'us. Thinl’'' «*> lein.-md dwnption of 
Thua i- n lii-fp.bit In-. npi « i*. Yrgil. >r hi-s! < -i unit ttiom 
copi-- <• efter Iio!j,.-r. lie vinnt~. ‘.cjjn rin innsi'tn* < s l.uf. 1*y adding 
: others/ho makes a »eW picture/ which- justly m&jvbe..calWi his;-o>vp. 
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\ giant goddess, whose tmgovern’d tongue 
A'jth equal /.cal proclaims or rigid; or wrong; 

Oft had her lips the god of love blasphem’d, 

Arid ol't with tenfold praise his conquests nam’d : 

A hundred eyes she rolls with ceaseless care, 

A thousand tongues what these behold declare ; 

, Float is her flight, the lightning’s wing she rides, V 
■ And. though she shifts her colours swift as glides r 
riie April minWe, still the crowd she guides. ) 

■O'And now, aloft- her wond’ring voice she rais’d, 

-e And. with •’•a. thousand glowing tongues, she prais’d. 
r ’},e In/3d discoverer-, of the eastern world— 

, in giujflc swells the list’ning surges curl’d, 

.\nd unirn nr’d to the sounds of plaintive love 
.y lAiono the grottoes whore the.Nereids rove. ; 
jt j.isl’qc drowsy, -power', on - whose smooth easy mien 
(•'iSriuVsnides ot wonder and delight are seen, 

.’Avlroso glos'sv, simp-ring eye bespeaks her name, 
fit -Jnednlity,. attends-the goddess Fame. 
ii|h'ind byvthe heroes’ praise, the wat’rv gods/. 
i VFuh ..rfient speed forsake their deep aliodes ; 

rage by vengeful Bacchus rais’d of late, 
j ‘Now stung:j’etnorse. and love succeeds to hate, 
f i :/kh, w-bero I’eruorso in female bosom bleeds, 
q Tho^ tend’.rest love in. all its glow succeeds. 

When; fancy glows, how strong, O Love, thy .power I 
Nor slipp’d' the eager, god-.the'happy hour.; 

A Bwift Hr his arrows o’er the billowy main, 

'■ Wirg’dwith his.iires, nor flies a shaft in vain: 

1 The tin! n q »h. To mention fcW gosh in tbc masculine 
■T puflAiiiifeuiately to.anply to them— . 
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With purple shells/ transfus'd -as"marble veins. 

The yellow sands celestial Yenus stains. 

With, graceful- pride three hills -of softest green 
Rear their lair bosoms o'er the sylvan scene; 

Their sides embroider’d boast the rich array 
Of flow’ry shrubs in all the pride of May; 

The purple lotus and the snowy thorn; 

And yellow pod-flowers ev’ry slope adorn. 

.Front the green summits of the leafy hills 
Descend, with nrurnrring lapse, three limpid rills : 
Beneath the rose-trees loithing, slow they glide,. 
Row, tumbles o'er some rock their crystal pride; 
Sonorous now, they roll adown the glade, 

Row, plaintive tinkle in the secret shade, 

Row. from the darkling grove, beneath the beam 
Of ruddy morn, like melted silver stream. 

Edging the painted margins of the bowers, 

And breathing liquid freshness on .the flowers. .- . 
Here, bright reflected in the pool, below, 

The vermeil apples tremble on the bough : . 

Where o’er the yellow sands the waters sleep 
The primros’d banks, inverted., dew-drops weep; 
Where murm’ring o’er the pebbhs purls the suviun 
The silver rrouts in playful carvings gleam. 

.Long thus, and various, ev’ry riv'lct strays. 

Till closing, now, their long meano'ring maze, 
Where in a smiling vale the mountains end. 

Form’d in a cry .-fa l lake the waters blend : 1 
Fring'd was iho border with a woodland shade. 

In ev’ry leaf of various green array’d, 

.Each velinw-iing’d. each mingling tint between 
The dark ash-verdure and the silv'ry green. 



The trees, now bending forward, slowly shake 
Their lofty honours o’er the crystal lake; 

Xuw, from the flood the graceful houghs retire 
'With coy reserve, and now again admire , 

Their Auirious liv’ries, by the summer dress’d, 
Hinoofch-gloss’d and soften’d in the mirror's breast. 
So. by her glass the wishful virgin stays,. 

And. oft retiring, steals the ling’ring gaze. 

A thousand houghs aloft to hcav’n display 
Their fraerant apples, shining to the day; 

'The orange here perfumes the buxom air, 

And boasts the golden hue of Daphne’s hair. 1 
IS ear to the ground each spreading bough descends 
Deneaih her yellow load the citron bends ; 


' Ilu 1 . orange here perfumes the buxom air. 

And boasts the golden hue of Daphne's hair .— 

Trcrinwit ailu-dons to the fables of the ancients form a charactering 
feattife of the poetry of the 16th and. 17th centuries. A profusion of 
ills pedantry; a moderate use of it,however,iu a poem of these times 
pleases, because it discovers the stages of composition, and has in.it- 
‘-eU’ a lino crieet, as it illustrates its subject by presenting the classical 
..reader-with some little landscapes of-that country, through which ho 
ha- 1 ravelled. The description of forests is a favourite topic in poetry, 
i A mn cor, Tasso, and Spenser, have been happy in it, but both have 
copied an admired passage in Statius 

. “ Cadit'ardua fagus, 

Chaoniumque neinus, bmmraque ilhesa cuprcssus ; 

' procumbnut piceie, fiammis alinienta suprerais, 
•■(h-niquiyiliceajque-trabes, metuandaque sulco • 

':Taxas,et infiindos belli potura cruores 
' I-'raxinus. atqtie situ non expuguabile robur: 
cl' : diibc aiulax aides,,et odofo vulnereqiiniis . ■ 
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The fragrant lemon scents tlie cooly grove: 

"Fair as (when rip’ning for the days of love) 

The virgin's breasts the gentle swell avow. 

So. the twin fruitage swell on every bough. 

Wild forest-trees the mountain sides array’d 
With curling foliage and romantic shade : 

Here spreads the poplar, to Aicides dear ; 

And dear to Phoebus, ever verdant bore. 

Tiie laurel joins the bowers for ever green. 

The myrtle bowers belov’d of beauty’s queen. 

To Jove tiro oak his wide-spread brandies rears: 

And high to heav’n the fragrant cedar bears : 

Where thrnusrh the glades appear the cavern'd rocks, 
The lofty pine-tree waves her sable locks ; 

Sacred to Cybelo the whisp’riug pine 
Loves the wild-'grottoes- where the white cliffs shine: ■. 
Here towers the cypress, preacher to the wise, 
Less’iiing from earth her spiral honours rise, . 

Till, as a spear-point rear’d, the topmost spray 
Points to the E-den of eternal day. 

Here round her fost-Ving elm the smiling vine. 

In fond embraces, gives her arms to twine. 

The num'rous clusters pendant from the boughs. 

The green here glistens, here the purple glows : 

For. heio the genial seasons of iho year 
Danc’d hand'in hand, no place for winter here; 

HP grisly visage from the shove exp oil'd, 

United sway the smiling seasons held, , : HU 

Around, the swelling fruits of. deep hung red. 

Their snowy lines the {to grant blossoms spread : 
Between the bursting buds of lucid green 
The apple’s ripe vermilion blush is seen : 

For hero each gift Pomona’s hand bestows 
Jn cultur’d garden, free. itiieuhnr'd flows. 

•The flavour sweeter, and. the hue more fair,, ■ 

Than e’er was foster’d by the hand of care. 

■•Tlie cherry here in shinmg crimson glows: : 

And. stain’d with lover’ 1 * blond, 1 in pendent rows, 

At-d fiinnrd with low's hlnnd.-~ -Pvrnrau? amt. TVdsbc> 
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The bending boughs the mulberries o’erload ; 

The bending boughs caress’d by Zephyr nod. 
The-gen’rous peach, that strengthens in exile • • 

Far from his native earth, the Persian soil, 

The-velvet peach, of-softest'glossy blue, 

Hangs bv the pomegranate -of orange hue, 

Whose open heart a brighter red displays 
■ Than that which, sparkles in the ruby’s blaze. 

Here, trembling with their weight, the branches bear, 
Delicious as profuse, the tap’ring pear. 

For thee, fair fruit, the songsters of the grove 
With hungry bills from bower to arbour rove. 

Ah. if ambitious thou wilt own the care 
To grace the feast of heroes and the fair, 

Soft let the leaves, with, grateful umbrage, hide 
The sheen-dinged, orange of thy mellow side. 

A thousand-flowers or gold, of white and red, 

Par o’er the shadowy vale 1 their carpets spread, 

Cj' j'ah'cr tap’s!ry. and of richer bloom, 

Than ever glow’d in Persia’s boasted, loom-. 

As glilbring rainbows o’er the verdure thrown, 

O'er every woodland walk fid embvoid’ry shone. 

Here.o’er the wat’ry mirror's lucid, bed 
Narcissus, self-emmionr’d, hangs the head: 

J * d here. l»rdi\\M with kut’s celestial tears, 

The woe-ima-ldd flower of slain Adonis rears 
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Jts purple head. prophetic of the reign 
When lost Adonis shall revive again. 

At strife appear the lawns and purpled skies, 
Which from each other stole-the'beauteous dyes : 1 
The.-lawn in all Aurora’s lustre glows, 

Aurora, steals the blushes of the rose. 

The rose displays the blushes that adorn 
The spotless virgin on the nuptial morn, 
kiephyr and Flora emulous conspire - 

To breathe their graces o’er the field’s attire ; 

The one gives healthful freshness, one the hue 
Fairer than o’er creative pencil drew. 

Pale as the love-sick hopeless maid they dye 
The modest violet : from the curious eye 
The modest violet turns her gentle head, 

And, by the thorn, weeps o’er her lowly bed. 
.Bending beneath the tears of pearly dawn 
■The snow-white lily glitters o’er the lawny 



’ At rlrife appear the Inarm amt purpled &(<*•, : 

H’ i i. h I'h ntlf'^rb ii } tnu > <h ~~ 

On ‘Mb. passage Cas’era has the foilnwinix BorOna. f fjnni_ r |i hu'ri<i. not/’ 
‘yriiis tnought,”’ he, '* is lakes. from the itlylljuin v.f A-jiswiiw ot 


Amh'Ft rr-B rap rein Ainnr.i rrhoreiji. 
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1 the bough reelines the damask rose, 

YZ { ™ it' iMmilk-white bosom glows. 

The hyacinth bewrays the doleful A, 

And Ills the tribute of Apol <, is s.„h 

,! Where wiM-thyme^^he throw,; 

i 

; wmm „ 

1 r? /„/„t Ai —Uwinlbiw. * youth be- 

! S' «*.«- 

i £Ldi»».a».er>- 

5s™h» 1*' "o'rr 'rvr't." 
ins Sf S'tTpS" »*» •>— “\ m Msl 



280 


THE LUSIAD. 


[book IX.', 

Where from the rooks the bubbling founts distil. 

The milk-white lambs come bleating down the hill ; 

The dappled heifer seeks the vales below. 

And from the thicket springs the bounding doe. 

To his lov'd nest, on fondly flutt'riug wings, 

In chirping bill the little songster brings 
The food untasted : transport thrills his breast; 

’Tis nature's touch, 'tis instinct’s hcav*o-likc* feast. 

Tims bower and lawn were deck'd with Eden’s iiowers, 

And song ami joy imparadis’d the bowers. 

And soon, the fleet their ready anchors threw : 
lifted on eager tip-toe at the view, 

On nimble feet that bounded to the strand 
• The second Argonauts 1 ©lance to land. 

Wide o’er the beauteous isle 2 the lovely fair 
Srmy through the distant glades, devoid of care. 

1 The second Argonauts. —The expedition of the Golden Fleece aviw 
esteemed, in ancient poetry, one of the most daring adventures.-.the 
success ot which was accounted miraculous. The allusions of Caiuoens 
to this voyage, though in the spirit of his age, are by no • means 
improper. 

- HV'ie o'er ihe beauieom isle the lovrtii joir.~-\Ye now come to the 
passage condemned by Voltaire ns so lascivious, that -no - nation in 
Europe, except the Portuguese and Italians, could hear it. The fate 
of Camoens has hitherto been very peculiar. -The -tiiixtiiro- of -Pagan 
•and Christian mythology in. his machinery has been nnathomali’/ed, 
and his island o! love represented a* a brothel. Yet both aceusutions 
are the arrogant assertions of the- most superficial -acquaintance with 
Ids works. - His pi mm. itself, and a comparison of its- parts with-the 
similar conduct of the- greatest modern pool re will dearly - evince, ilml 
ih h'dii in-tane..-. no mo-km epic v,liter of note has given less olh-iso 
to true criticism. 

Not to mention Ariosto, whose descriptions will often admit of ih? 
palliation. Taret, i-p< riser, and Milton, have alnays been adeemed 
.-.in oner thf chfi'ft-t "f pn< t~. yet. in that delicacy o{ \umn df'cripikii, 
which Milton lias so flitdy- exemplified in the- miptinls ’of onr-first-- 
parents, none of them can boast the continued •uniformity of t.lio .Pomt- 
i'lS’M; pO'-t. 1h";igh th*'tc i< a warmth in I he enlomincr <>f fkmoehs 
uhirh iwa< tin genu - of T.t'-n Irw vet seadu i, and tf'migh the 
Maim of Annina k cvuhnih copied from thf l.si'kd. yd tho-c who 
; .r,- jK's-.tt-Tt d of the liner kitin’;:-, will e.tkly disi-ruer an e-smti.il 
ditlVre-noob-nv. ton tin love.-cenc.- of the nv* pods, u difference greatly 
in favour of the delicacy-- of the - former. Thomjh oho nymphs--in 
V -urn,- an th< i*o' iki a i’i tie \e,i,k nd in tk “-tu un and 
though- desirous to .captivate, still their-behaviour is that of. the virgin 
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From Jowly valley and from mountain grove 
'i'he lovely nymphs renew the strains of love. 


who hopes to be the spouse. They act the part of offended modesty; 
v oven 'when they yield they are silent,and behave in every respect like 
• biilton’s Eyo in the state of innocence,xvho— 

“ What was honour knew,” 

, And who displayed-- 

“ Her virtue, and the conscience of her worth, 

That would be wooedj and not unsought be won.” 

To sum up all, ilm nuptial sanctity draws its hallowed curtainr, and 
a maswrlv allegory thins up the love-scenes of Camoens. 

How dill emit horn ail this m the island of Aranda in Tasso, and 
'j! -ms translation, the bower ot Aerasia m Spenser.!: In. these \ntue.is 
IlN'daoed; thescehe'therefore'.is less delicate. The nymphs, while they 
V ,i SMihing, m place ot the modesty of the biidt as in Camoens tin- 
■ pi ploy all the arts of the lascivious wanton. They stay not to he wooed; 

The amorous siccct spoih to greedy eyes reveal. 

S nt m/' 1 f>om oil Lnghoh poet which, however, is rather fuller 
| <1,10. the oiiginal, shall hero suffice :— 
j: ! . " Withal she laughed and she blush’d withal, 

;j ’ That blushing to her laughter gave more grace 

ih And laughter to her blushing, as did Fall. 

' s Now when they spy’d the knight to clack his pace, 

>••. 'Them-'to beholtlpantl in-Ms sparkling-face 

The scivr/ wV/n.s of kindled lud appear , 

■ "'Their wanton merriments they did increase, . 

And to him beckon'd to approach more near, 

J dud dww'd him mamj riylits, that courage cold could rear. 

Xh is aiid other descriptions— 

“ Upon a bed of roses she was laid 
A.- faint through heat, or (light to pleasant sin”— 
pusent mere idea of lascivious voluptuousness. The allurements of 
sjxif-h are also added. Bongs, which breathe every persuasive, are 
'■■'•••'•''•beard-;- aud-tbenyrophs-boldly -call to the beholder:— - 
¥.' dole: cinupo di laiUujlia il Id to 
Find, c YhninUa morhida dC praii. —Tasso. 


These. I 

the exp 
eoieurin 
still pr>. 


« Our field of haifle is the downy bod, 

Or llow’n tui! amid Uu ‘■lolling mead ”—Tloonr. 

Hid the whole see.nes in the domains of Armida and Acra^ia. 
uini of manner the reverse of the island of Yunus? In these. 
t< s.-ion^uid inraare nx-reti minus. In {'amoens. though, the 
« ■„ i,u> wain.i", lit the mudistv '■< the de Mi ni<*n- is 

<ui\i.d Ill c-wt) thing he discijhes them n> still ss-uutlnug 
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Here from the. bowers that crown the plaintive rill. 
The-solemn harp’s melodious-warblings thrill; . 
Here- from the shadows of the upland grot 
The mellow lute renews the swelling note. 

As fair Diana,-and her virgin train, - > 

Some gaily ramble o’er the flow’ry plain. 

In feign'd pursuit of hare or.bounding roe. 

Their graceful mien and beauteous limbs to show • 
How seeming tameless, fearful now and coy, 

(Ho, taught the goddess of tnmtter’d jnu), ■ 

And. gliding through the distant, glades, -display - 
Each limb, each movement, naked as the daw 
Some, light with glee, in careless freedom take 
Their playful revels in the crystal lake ; 

One trembling stands no deeper than the knee 
To plunge reluctant, while in sportful dee 
Another o’er her sndden laves the tide : 
in pearly drops the wishful waters glide,: 
Reluctant; dropping, from her breasts of snow;. 
Beneath, the ware another seems to glow; 

.The am’rons-waves her bosom fondly kiss’d, • 

And rose- and fell, as panting, on her breast.- 
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" Whore some, in shades impervious to tho "beam, 
i (Supinely listen’d to the niuvm’riug stream : 

'• When sadden, through the houghs, the various dyes 
*• Of pink, of scarlet, and of azure rise, 
t Swift from ihe verdant hanks the loit’rers spring, 

"Down drops the arrow from the half-drawn string: 

Soon they behold ’twas not the rose’s hue, 
h Thejoncptil’s yeliow, nor the pansy's blue : 

Dazzling the shades the nymphs appear—the zone 
' And flowing scarf in gold and azure shone. 

.Naked as Yen us stood in Ida’s bower, 
ikipome trust the dazzling charms of native power; 

1 1 1 Through the green houghs and darkling shades they show 
iU'he shining.4u.stre of their native snow, 

! And every tap'ring, every rounded swell 
, ;0> thigh, of bosom, as they glide, reveal. 

1 iA« Msion-', cloth’d in dazzling white, they rise, 
jT'iien steal unnoted from the flurried eyes : 

Again apparent, and again -withdrawn, 
f I They shine and wanton o’er the smiling lawn. 

I Amaz'd and losi in rapture of surprise, 
w;; "-All joy, my friends! ’’the brave Veloso cries. 

"• Whutu’er of goddesses old fable told, 

• : Or poet sung of sacred groves, behold. 

-Sacred to goddesses divinely bright. 

These beauteous forests own their guardian might. 

From eyes profane, from ev’ry age conceal’d. 

Tr \r<. behold, all Paradise reveal’d ! 

Swii'r let us try it phantoms of the air, 

Or living charms, appear divinely fair ! ” 

1 Swiff at- the word the gallant Lttsians hound. 

Their j-apirl footsteps scarcely touch the ground; 

Through cops-’, through brake, impatient of their prey, 
t iswift as tiiewvounded deer, they spring-a,way 
■ I 'dnoBt through The vbndiftg shades. in rapid; flight, 

’Ok: nymphs, as wing'd with {error. ij,v their sight ; 
i j ki : th.'Ugh liir\ fled, the mild i< nand eye 

A'-d dimpling smile, their seeming fear deny. » 

f'i.-rt it.;-'.ugh the shades in parted nmt they glide: 

If winding pa'lf the ('bourn pairs divide, , 
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•Another path hr sweet mistake he trays. 

Amt throws the lover on the lover's gaze: 

If dork-brow'd bower conceal the lovely fair. 

The laugh, the shriek, confess the charmer there, 

: Luxurious here the wanton zephyrs toy, • 

And ov'ry fondling far’ring art employ. 

Fleet as the fair ones speed, the busy gale 
In wanton frolic lifts the trembling veil; 

White though the veil, in fairer brighter glow, 

The lifted robe displays the living snow : 

Quick iiivit’ring on the gale the robe conceals, 

Then instant to the glance each charm reveals y 
Reveals, and covers from the eyes on five. 

Reveals, and with the shade inflames desire. 

One, as her breathless lover hastens on, . ' A 

With wily stumble sudden lies o’erihrown ; i 
Confus’d, she rises with a blushing smile ; . 

The lover falls the captive of her guile : : 
Tripp'd by the fair, he tumbles on ibc mead, 

The joyful victim of his eager speed. 

. Afar, where: sport the wantons in the .lake, 
.Another band of gallant youths betake : •' 

The laugh, the shriek, the revel and the toy, yd 
'Bespeak-the innocence of youthful joy; ; ■ ' : • 

Tins laugh, the shriek, the galinnt Imsians hear 
As through the forest giadcs they chase, the d<x>r ; - 
'For; arm'd, to'.chaise the-hounding roe they-came, 

■ Lnhop’d the transport of a . nobler ■■ garner 
The naked wantons, as the youths appear. 

Shrill through '.the woods resound fluvshriek offbar. : 
•Some feign, such .terror of the forc'd embrace, V. 
■Their virgin..modesty to this, gives'tdaeej c v 
-hoiked they spring to land,- and .speed away 
7< <• cp* -t “j ie>t miptc.r’dln gl erg/nj . 

! i v , m lonog f*rf j i tn, and np.p? 

Wha. to the amQt.rs hand- iheir tear demies. 
$ome..wcU.assumc'iDiapa r s virgin sliarne, : - ■'1 if v 
When on her naked.sports the. hunter 1 eamei.' 


Tb‘ /.ir.Vsv-A'-U 
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Unwelcome—plunging in the crystal tide, 

In vain they strive their beauteous nnos to hide , 

The lucid waves ( : twas all they could) bestow 
A milder lustre and a softer glow. 

As, lost in earnest care of future need. 

Some to the banks, to snatch their mantles, speed 
Of present view regardless; cv’ry wile 
Was yet, and ev’ry net of ain’rous gunc. 

Whate'er the terror of the feign'n alarm, 

Displac'd, in various force, was ev'ry charm. 

.'Nor idle stood the gallant youth; the wing 
> Of rapture lifts them, to the fair they spring; 
l; Rome to the copse pursue their lovely prey; 

Pome, cloth’d aud shod, impatient of delay, 
Impatient. of the stings of tierce desire, 
k Pkuio'e lieadloirg in the tide to quench the fire. 
w°hc:i the -owlor to his cheek uproars 
The hollow steel, and on the mallard bears, 

! His r-wer do°-, ere bursts the flashing roar, 

■ Uiercddor the prey, .springs headlong from- the snore 
And harking, cuts the wave with furious ]oy: 

So. mid the billow springs each eager hoy 
R prints to the nymph whose eyes irom all the iu..u 
By singling him her secret wish confess d. 

■ A son of Mars was there, of gen’rous race, 

His cv’ry elegance of manly grace; 

Wrous and brave, the bloom ot April youth 
Glow'd on his cheek, his eye spoke simp cst truth ; 
Yet love, capricious to ih' accomplish u Lkh. 

Had e\er turn’d to gall each promis d jov, 

Had ever spurn’d his vows; yet still ins heart 
Would hope, and nourish still the tender smai. . 

Tin purest delicacy lhnn’d his lives. 

And proudest honour r.urs d Ins quid desnes. 

\oi t >i, ihn first that fair before him glow d 
1-". . > m,, vonth his kve iWow d. 
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Of selfish ]OT unconscious. ev'ry thought 
sweet iiriirir.ru’s ocean .stream'd nil oat. 

.Pattern of beauty did dip ley re shine, 

2* or .less she wish’d these beauties id resi<m' : : 
More than her sisters long'd her heart to yield, Ty- 
Yet. swifter fled she o’er the smiling field:, -A : 
The youth, now panting with -the hopeless eliaSe^V 
■'“ Oh- turn,” he cries, oh turn thy angel face : Ay 
False to themselves, can charms like these conceal; 
The hateful rigour of relentless steel P 
And, did the stream deceive me, when I stood ; 
Amid ray peers reflected in the flood ? . 

The easiest port and fairest bloom I boro— 
lalse was the stream—while I in vain deplore,. 

Mv peers are happy';. lb, in ev’ry.shade, V, 1-, 
In ev’ry bower, their love with lore repaid I : < b 
I, I alone through brakes, through thorns pursue : 
A cruel fair._ Ah, still my .fate proves true, 

11 rue to its rigour—who, fair nymph, to thee 
h eveal d t-was I tha-t sued 1 unhappy tiie ! 

Horn to he spurn'd though hot.c.-ay" inspire. 

Alas, I faint, my -languid' sinews tire: : ; . , : 

Oh stay thee—-powerless to susiain ilieiir weisrlit: 
My kneea sink down. I sink beneath rav fate ! ” 

He spoke;. a rustling .'urges, thro’ the trees. ■ . 
Instant new rigour strings Ids-active knees, - 
Wildly he .glares-around,'imd raging cries,: 

And must another -snatch ,my lovely prize■! 

In .-•us"> 2 , ra~.p thy beau it ms limbs con'd rain ! 

I feel,.I madden while I feel the pain 1 
On lost. thur. fli st tlm safety of my arms, 

My band shall guard thee, softly seize thy charms, 
2vo brutal rage inflames me. yet I 'burn 1 
t.y r.svi -in r. O gmhK-^. i m n, 

And Mailing- view -the .error ot mv fear: ' 

Ac brutal force, no ravisher is near; ■ ' 

A far nlr-., 5( , -brek g*f\n Pm rn thug , t .umk. 

Ira. from tl ? thicket swift ns flu e he hounds 1 
Ah. vr-Kti. the hope .to tire thee in. the bhase-l 
I fa-iu t. v yet hear, yet turn t-hy. lovdy face. , ' - 

\ n:u ;i v? by fours: wore evA thy wiil m yield 
.The harvest of my hope, that harvest Add 
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My-'-fate'would-guard, and walls of brass would rear r 
Between my sickle and the golden ear. 

Yet fly me not; so may thy youthful prime 
Ne’er fly thy cheek on the grey wing of time. 

Yet hear, the last my panting breath can say, 

Nor proudest kings, nor mightiest hosts can sway 
Fate’s dread decrees; yet tliou, 0 nymph, d.ivine, 

Yet thou -canst moi’e, yet thou canst conquer mine. 
ITnmov’d each other yielding nymph. I see; 

Joy to their lovers, for they touch not thee ! 

But thee !—oh, every transport of desire, 

That melts to mingle with its kindred lire, 

For thee respires—alone J feel for thee 
. The dear wild rage of longing ecstasy :■■■■■ 

By all the’flames of sympathy divine 
To thee united, thou by right art mine, 

Nom thee, from thee the hallow’d transport flows 
That sever’d rages, and for union glows : 

Itcav’n owns the claim. Hah, did. the lightning- glare : 

Yes. l beheld my rival, though the air 

•Grew dim ; ev’n now I heard him softly tread. 

.Oil rage, he waits thee on the flow’ry bed ! 

] see, J see thee rushing to his arms, 

And sinking on his bosom, all thy charms 
To him resigning in an eager kiss, 

AilI implor’d,, the whelming tide of-bliss I . 

And shall 1 sec: him riot on thy charms, 

Dissolv’d in joy, exulting in thine arms ? 

Oh burst, ye lightnings, round my destin’d head. 
i:)h pom* your flashes— ” Maddhing as, he said, 1 . 


m‘he 'mtti .—-At the. end of his.Homer 3fr. Pope has 
given an index of the-instanoes of-imitative and sentimental imr- 
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Amid ilie windings of the bow’ry wood 
His trembling footsteps still ihe nymph pursued 
■■.Woo'd'to the flight she wing'd her speed to hear 
His. am'rous accents melting on her. ear. ■■ 

.And now, she turns the wild walk's serpent maze 
A roseate bower its velvet couch displays ; 

Tiie thickest moss its softest verdure spread, 
Crocus and mingling pansy fring’d the bed. 

The woodbine dropp’d its honey from above, 

And various roses crown'd the sweet- alcove. 

Hove, as she hastens, on the hopeless boy 
8 he turns her face, all bath’d iu smiles of joy ; 
Then, sinking down, her eyes suffused with love 
Glowing on his. one moment lost reprove. 

Here was no rival, all lie wish'd Iris own ; 

Lock'd id Aer arms soft sinks the stripling down. 
-■Ah, -what soft murmurs panting thro’ the bowers 
Sigh’d to the. raptures of the paramours 1 
The wishful sigh, and melting smile conspire, . 
devouring kisses frat the fiercer tire V; 

Sweet -violence, with dearest grace, assails. 

Soft o’er the purpos’d frownThe smile prevails, ■ 
The purpos’d frown 'betrays.its- own deceit, 

;Xn well-pleas’d laughter ends the rising threat ; 
The coy delay glides off in yielding.love, - 
-And transport murmurs thro’ tlm sacred grove. 

The joy of pleasing adds its sacred zest, 

And all is love, embracing and embraced.; ■ 

The golden.morn beheld, ilm scenes;of joy; .. 
Hor, sultry noon, .mayst thou .the. bowers tin rioy;. 

;-The.sal-try'.noon-beam shines-, the lover’s aid, t. 

And sends him glowing to the secret sba.de. 

O’er evry shade, and ev'ry nuptial-bower, 

The love-slok strain, the virgin turtles pour.;; 

that a man out of breath wifh -running .should be able .frtlai 
Tli t. iv <1 < ’HmV! !h. ‘■ri i :\i *- *,< voebln 

w much, thr.udi laiivuci wish the chaw of u fr.-.ji-U 
}>-<w <i* 1 i « '.t>> n.fii b' afnttuL tli.it wUfikn. tL< 
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For nuptial faith and holy rites combin’d, 

The Lmian heroes and the nymphs conjoin’d. 

With flow’ry wreaths, and laurel chaplets, bound 
With ductile gold, the nymphs the heroes crown’d: 
By ev’rv spousal holy ritual tied, 

No chance, they vow, shall e’er their hands divide, 

In life, in death, attendant as their fame ; 

Such was the oath of ocean’s sov'rcign dame: 

The dame (from heav’n and holy Yesta sprung 
For ever beauteous and for ever young). 

Enraptur’d, views the chief whose deathless name 
'Die wond’riu.g world and conquer’d seas proclaim. 
With stately pomp she holds the hero’s hand, 

Anti gives.her empire to his dread command, ^ , 

By spousal ties confirm’d ; nor pass’d untold . 
What iVte’s unaltei'’d page.had-will’d of old: 

The 'world’s vast globe in radiant sphere she show’d, 
Tiie shores immense, and seas .unknown, -unplough’d 
The seas, the , shores, due to the Lusi an keel 
And I/usia.u sword, she hastens to reveal,. - 
Tiie glorious leader by the hand she takes, , 

And, dim below, the liow’ry bower foi'sakes, 

-High on a ,mountain’s starry top divine 
. Her palacewalls of living crystal shine ; 

Of gold arid crystal blaze the lofty towers; 

Here, -bath’d ini joy, .they pass the blissful hours 
Engulf’d in:,tides on tides of joy, the day 
ph.dbwny pitiievhvS glides unknown away. 

While thus the sov’reigns in the palace reign, . 
Like transport riots o’er the humbler plain, 

Where each, in gen’rous triumph o'er his peers, : 
His lovely:bride- to ev.Vy bride prefers. 


-A;“-Hbnce^y6' profane l the song melodious rose 
Bv mihie.-t. '/ephvrs vailed ihrough the houghs. 
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Hprice each unhriiiowYi eye. each vulgar ear: 

Chaste and divine are ali the raptures here. 

The nymphs oi ocean, and the ocean’s queen, 

The isle angelic, ev’ry raptur’d scene. 

The charms of honour and its meed confess, r 
These are the raptures, these the wedded bliss: 

The glorious triumph and the laurel crown, y , . v. - 
The ever blossom’d palms of fair renown, , 

By time unwither’d, and untaught to cloy V , 1 

These are the transports of the Isle of Toy. 

Such was Olympus aud the bright abodes : 

Renown' was' heav’n, and heroes were the gods. : 

Tiins, ancient times, to virtue ever just, .? 

To arts and valour rear'd the worshipp’d bust. : w 
High, steep, and rugged, painful to be trod, 1 . j; 

With toils on toils immense is virtue’s road ;■■■' 

But smooth" at last the walks umbrageous smile,'. . : 

Smooth as our lawns, and cheerful as our isle. 

Up the rough road Amides, Hermes, strove. , 

All men like you, -Apollo, Mars,"aud Jove : . 

Like yon to bless mankind. -Minerva toil'd.: :••• 

Diana ;l>orind. the.tyrants ef the wildA w - 
O'er the waste- desert Bacchus.spread,the -vine •;; 

And Geres taught' the haiwesf-heidio shine. - ''y " . A? A 

Fame rear'd her trumpet: .to 'the. blest abodes : : . >.y 

She rais'd, and hail’d them gods, and sprung of gods. ••••-•:• 

“-The love of fame, by heav'n's own hand imnress’d. 

The first, and noblest passion of the breast, - 
May yet mislead.—Oh. guard, ye hero train, 

Ho harlot robes of honours false and vain, .' 

Ho tinsel your?, be yours all. native gold,- ■ : 

Weli-carn’d each honour,.'each respect .you- hold.A/., ? 

■ To your lov’d king rctunj a guardian band, vb 
Return the guardians of your native land;A -A: 

To tyrant power be dregdful; from ihi? jaws . , 

Of tie:c>* nprmwrinu cruaril Thf pwmaut'^ oans<. 

If-youthful fury pan-t-. tor-shining arms. •••. 
iSpievi ■ ’> r :: • u“ ,r n >■ '"r.ii il r Inri .uinns, 1 

5 <*'}/*■ a/ t ~ ik ( 'rrt i rrhl flti' i h n<1 nhr «* - Hu-t vl))K‘ 1 
tie:; prio.-r du via.-ic (j..o:yr. ef tU' jkw m Vi«'rc u.% To rxlirjwtn 
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There bends the Saracen the hostile bow, 

The Saracen thy faith, thy nation’s foe ; 

There from his cruel gripe tear empire’s reins, 

And break his tvrant-sceptre o’er his chains. 

On adamantine pillars thus shall stand 
The throne, the glory of your native land; 

And Lusian heroes, an immortal line, 

Shall ever with us share our isle divine.”- 

: Mohammedanism, and propagate Christianity, were professed as the 
principal purpose .of the-discoveries of Prince Henry and King Ern- 
;manual. In the . beginning of the . seventh Lusiad, the nations of 
| .Europe.are'upbraided for permitting the Saracens to erect and possess 
!j . a a empire, which alike threatened Europe and Christianity. The 
| Portuguese, however, the'patriot poet concludes, will themselves over- 
jj''throw their enormous power: an. event which is the proposed subject 
!| of the LiAiud, and which is represented as, in effect, completed..in 
I' the last book. On this system, adopted by the poet, and which on 
II everyoccasion was avowed by their kings, the Portuguese made 
immense conquests in the East. Yet, let it be remembered, to the 
j|. honour of Gama, and. the first commanders who followed his route, that 
jj the plots of the Moors, and their, various breaches of treaty, gave rise 
!: to the first wars which the Portuguese waged in Asia. On finding 
that all the colonies.of the Moors were combined for their destruction. 

. the ^Portuguese declared war against, the eastern Moors, and their. 

allies,, wherever they found them. The course of human tilings, how-' 
A'e-veiysdbn- tpok-place,. and'the sword of victory and power soon became 
• the sword of tyranny and rapine. 
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DISSERTATION 

FICTION OF THE ISLAND OF VENDS. 


From the earliest ages, and in the most distant nations, palaces, forests 
and gardens, have been the favourite themes of poets. And though, 
as in Homer’s island of Rhadamantbus, the description is sometime* 
only cursory; at other times they have lavished all their powers, and 
have vied with each other in adorning their edifices and landscapes. 
The gardens of Alcinous in the Odyssey, and Elysium in the jEneid, 
have excited the ambition of many imitators. Many instances of 
these occur in the later writers. These subjects, however, it must 
be owned, are so natural to the genius of poetry, that it is scarcely 
fair to attribute to an imitation of the classics, the innumerable 
descriptions of this kind which abound in the old romances. In these, 
under different allegorical names, every passion, every virtue and vice, 
had its palace, its enchanted bower, or its dreary cave. Among the 
Italians, on the revival of letters, Pulci, Boiardo, and others, borrowed 
these fictions from the Gothic romancers; Ariosto borrowed from them, 
and Spenser has copied Ariosto and Tasso. In the sixth and seventh 
books of the Orlando Furioso, there is a fine description of the island 
and palace of Alcina, or Vice; and in the tenth book (but inferior to 
the other in poetical colouring), we have a view of the country of 
. Logistilla, or Virtue. The passage, of this kind, however, where 
Ariosto has displayed the richest poetical painting, is in the xxxiv. book, 
in the description of Paradise, whither he sends Astolpho, the English 
duke, to ask the help of St. John to recover the wits of Orlando. 
The whole is most admirably fanciful. Astolpho mounts the clouds 
on the winged horse, sees Paradise, and, accompanied by the Evange¬ 
list, visits the moon; the adventures in which orb are almost literally 
translated in Milton’s Limbo. But the passage which may be said to 
bear the nearest resemblance to the descriptive part of the island of 
Venus, is the landscape of Paradise, of which the ingenious Mr. Hoole, 
to whose many acts of friendship I am proud to acknowledge myself 
mdebted, has obliged me Evith this translation, though only ten books 
of his Ariosto are yet published. 

O’er the glad earth the blissful season pours 
The vernal beauties of a thousand flowers 
In varied tints: there sliow’d the ruby’s hue, 

The yellow topaz, and the sapphire blue. 



The mead appears one intermingled Maze 
"Where pearls and diamonds dart their trembling rays. 
Not eniorald bore so bright a \mrdure yields 
As the fair-turf of those celestial fields. 

On ev’ry tree the leaves '.unfading grow, 

'The fruitage ripens and the ilow’rets blow! 

T!ie frolic birds, gay-plurn’d, of various wing 
-Amid the; boiiglis their notes melodious sing: 

Still- lakes, and murm’ring streams, with waters clear, 
Charm the fix’d eye, and lull the iist’ning ear. 

A soft’uing genial air, that, ever si eras 
In even tenor, cools the solar beau s 
'With fanning'breeze ; while, from the enamell’d field, 
AYhate'er the fruits, the plants, the blossoms yield 
Of grateful scout, the stealing gales dispense 
The Mended sweets to feed tli’ immortal sense. 

“ Amid the plain a palace dazzling bright, 

’Lihe living fi une, emits a .streamy light, 

. And, wrapp’d in splendour of refulgent day, 

Outshines the strength of ev’ry mortal ray. 

. “ As.tdlpho gently now directs his speed 
To where the spacious pile enfolds the mead 
In circuit wide, and views, with eager eyes 
Kacli nameless charm that happy .soil supplies. 

-With this compar’d, lie deems the world below 
A dreary, desert.and a seat of woe ! 

By-Heaven and Nature, in their wrath bestow’d, 

’ In , evil hour, for. man’s imblest abode. 

' "“ Near anct more near the .stately walls lie drew, . 

Til:steadfast gaze transported at the view:' 

They seem’d one gein entire, of purer red 
Than deep’mng gleams transparent, rubies shed. : -. 
'•■Stupendous work!.by art Dtedalian rais’d, 
--Transcending all--by feeble mortals..prais’d-T 
■ No -more henceforth' let boasting tongues proclaim 
Those wonders of the: world, so chronicled by fame! ” 
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the leaf and the sky from Claiule Lorraine. Neither did.Camoiins, when 
lie painted his:island of- Venus,, spend the half of his life in collecting 
'.his colours from all. his predecessors, who. had described the beauties 
of. the vernal year, or the stages .of; passion. Camoiins knew how others 
had paintedAbe flowery bowers, of love; these formed bis taste, and 
corrected his''judgment. .He viewed the bean tics of nature with 
poetical eyes, from thence lie drew: his landscapes ; he had felt.all the 
.'allurements' of love, and from thence lie describes the agitations of 
. that: passion.; . 

Nor, is the description of fairy.bowers and palaces,.though most 
favourite tallies, peculiar to tlie romances of 'chivalry: The poetry of. 
the orientals also abounds with them.- yet, with, some characteristic 
•■differences. Like the constitutions and. dress of -the Asiatics, the 
landscapes of the eastern muse are warm and feeble, brilliant and 
slight, and, like the manners of the people, wear an eternal sameness. 
The western muse, on. the contrary, is nervous as her heroes, some¬ 
times flowery as her Italian or English fields, 'sometimes -majestically 
-great as ho?"Runic forests of oak and pine: and always various, as the 
character-of her inhabitants. Yet, with all these differences of feature, 
several oriental fictions greatly resemble the island of Circe, and _ the 
ilowery dominions of Aleina. In particular, the.adventures ofTrince 
Agibr'or tlu;. third- Calender, in the Arabian. Tales, afford a striking 
likeness- of painting'and .catastrophe..'' 

If Ariosto’s, however, seem to resemble any eastern fiction, the island 
of Venus in Camoiins hears a more striking resemblance to a passage 
in Chaucer. The following beautiful piece of poetical painting occurs 
in the Assembly of the Fovdes:—. 

“ Tlie. bildir oak, and eke the hafdie ashe, 

The.pillir elme, the colhr unto caraine, 
i ':-.-Tlie'-boxe : pipetre,;the holme: to whippis Jasslie, 

The sailing lirrc, the cypres doih t» plaine, 

; ’ -., The sliortir eWe, the aspe for slmftis plaine, 

' ■ .Tlio.olive of pece. and eke. the dronkin vine, 

. ...The victor palme, the laurir to divine. 

• •'-...••'•••.> Asrardeursawo Lfull.ot blossomed howis,. 

. . fJpou a river, in a -grime mode ^ 

-•••" With ffouris white, and bleve,yeknve. and .rede, 

And cciido and cloro wcliestromis, nothing dede, - 
■■■•.■.••'•.That- swommin full-of smalc fishis light, 

■'• -"With .fiunis mhvand.senlis silver bright. 

.On even- bough, tin? bird is lici^ 1. syng . - 
".A"-' ’ %ifh-vm«! ofangfj!. iri flier harnnaiie 

'J ! 1 bn imI k a *h<i midi a itho in i.nnjr, 

And liiile prHa coni,-", V, (her phie gau hie: * 

And fartldr all about 1 a;an opio 

Jhi. .IredOd rue. the buck, (he hail and idiyl, 

; ; KijuiriiSj and bestis smal .of gentle kind,., . 








THE LUSIAD. 


2.07 


luted tram the Italian -poet. The; beautiful fictions of -Anaida and 
. Acrasia,. however, are-much too long to be here inserted, and they are 
well known to 'every reader of taste. 1 

.But the chief praise of our poot is yet unmentioned. The introduc¬ 
tion: of so beautiful a fiction as an essential part of the conduct and 
,: machinery of an epic poemfdoes the greatest honour to the invention 
. of Oamoens'. The machinery of the former part of the poem not only 
acquiresalignity. but is completed by it. And the conduct of Homer 
i and Virgil has, in, this, not only received a fine imitation, but a mas¬ 
terly contrast, In the finest allegory the heroes of the Lusiad receive 
their reward; and, by means of this allegory, our poet gives a noble 
imitation of.the noblest part of the iEneid. In the tenth Lusiad, Gama 
.and his heroes hear the nymphs in. the divine palace of Thetis sing 
' the triumphs of their countrymen in the conquest .of India : -after this 
,j the: goddess shows Gajia a view of the eastern world, from the Gape of 
jj ; Good Hope to the furthest islands of Japan. She poetically describes 
jj. every region, .and the principal islands, and concludes, “All these are 
ii given to the* western world by you.” It is impossible any poem can be 
I summed up with, greater sublimity. The Fall of Troy is nothing to 
this. . Hor is this all : the: most masterly fiction, finest compliment, 
jj and ultimate purpose of the iEneid is not only nobly imitated, but. the 
conduct of Homer, in concluding the Iliad, as already observed, is 
|! paralleled, without one circumstance being borrowed. Poetical conduct 
| cannot possibly bear a stronger resemblance, than the reward of Ihe 
I ..heroes, of.' the Lusiad, the prophetic song, and the vision shown, to Gajia 
. bear, to,' the ; games, at the funeral of Patroelus and the redemption of 
the body ; of"Hector, considered as the completion, of. the anger of 
Achilles, the subject of the Iliad. 'Nor is it a greater honour to re- 
. semble- a Homer and a Virgil, -than it is to be resembled by a Milton. 

: Milton' certainly heard. of Fansliaw’s translation of tb.e Lusiad, though 
: he might never hav.e seen the original, for.it was published fourteen 
rears before-be gave his Paradise Lost to the world. -Bui.-whatever he 
- ' hnew’iof:it. had file last book of the Lusiad. been Two thousand years' 
known to the learned, every one would have owned that.-the two last 
... -books■■■■of the-Paradise 'Lost were evidently formed upon ft. But 
■-■-whether Milton borrowed any hint from Oamoens is of.little couse- 
id. qnBiiiciv That, .the genius of the great Miltou suggested the conclusion 
' of Jus immortal poem in the maimer and with --the.-machinery of the 
Ihisind, is enough. Itnis enough that the part of .Michael and Adam 
■ -hi the t,\vo lusrtbnoks of the Paradise Lost are. in point of conduct, 
cxnetlv :i:c same with the part oi I.hetis and Gama m. die c-om.-lut-ion 
. ofihe'iuisiad. Yet. this difference must be observed: in the narrative 
of his last. book,' Milton has flagged, as. Addison calls, it,-.and fallen 
, infinitely short of the untirc-d spirit of the Portuguese poet. 


M : ,T» 1! ATKTH. KOOK, 
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BOOK X. 

TIIE ABOUMENT. 

In the opening:'of this, the last canto, the poet resumes.flMyAnegory 
of the Isle of Joy, or of Venus ; tl.se fair: nympli-s conduct, their 
lovers, to their radiant-palaces,- ’wherecieiieious wines' spa ridein'every 
cap. Before the j>oei' -describes' the song of n prophetic sireipAv.hr> 
celebrates the praise of the heroes who are destined' to.ennoble -The 
name of their country, he addresses himself to. his-iunso iiv.a tone .of 
sorrow,' which, touches its the • more'deeply when 'we reflect upon file 
•unhappy situation to-which this-groat poot was at last reduced. -In 
-'the snug of the siren, which follows,: is aiibfdeil a prophetic view from 
the period of Gama’s expedition, down to Gaiunenr own •tijhesV.in'which- 
Pacheco, and of her heroes' of Portugal, pass in .review’ bcfdre.tho '-ye of 
Lit r> a hu VGk i in i . < in- i .>i<ue i, J 'u. ,> lphiin coim: Tlatm 
eemdoors Ganm to the tr-p of a mountain and addresses hiniAn a' set- 
-*< n iu uju c m ad tun Ui ] - t’s t hang; 

X^AR o’er the western oeefnrs distant-becl-' :-•-. .1 

If Apollo new his fierv 'coursers sped: " 

Irar .>■« r the yln-r lnk<> of 1 rail*.] 

.'■His rapid, chariot wheels of b.anii rig. gold i •'. 

^ Ff ^ ii ' r 7 (hr sMfi t ■'—J Ik riir of JP \t > L < mip nod 
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The eastern sky was left to dusky grey, 

And o’er the last hot.breath.- of parting day, 

Coo) o’er the sultry noon’s remaining flame,. 

On gentle gales the grateful twilight came. 
Dimpling the lucid pools, the fragrant breeze 
Sighs o’er the lawns, and whispers thro’ the trees; 
Refresh’d, the lily rears the silver head, 

•And .opening jasmines o’er the arbours spread, 
hair o’er 1.1ie wave that gleam’d like distant snow, 
Graceful, arose the moon, serenely slow ; 

Not yet full orb’d, in clouded splendour dress'd. 

Her married arms embrace her pregnant breast. 
Sweet to his ,mate, recumbent o’er his young, 

: The nightingale his spousal anthem sung; 

From ey’rv bower the.holy chorus rose, 

From ey’ry bower the rival anthem flows. ... 
Translucent, twinkling .through the upland grove, 

In all her lustre shines the star of love ; 

, Led'^ by the-sacred ray from ev’ry bower, 

- A., joyful train, the -Wedded’- lovers pour: 

Each with the youth above the rest approv’d; . 

Each with the nymph above the rest belov’d, 

They seek the palace of the sov’reign dame: 

High,on.;amountain glow’d the wondrous frame: 

Of gold the towers, of gold the pillars shone, 

The walls-were crystal, start’d with precious stone. 
Amid the. hall arose the. festive hoard,.. . 

With .nature’s choicest gifts promiscuous stor’d : 

So: will’d.-the goddess to renew the smile 
;-Of vital strength, long worn by. days of .toil. 

On crystal chairs, that 'shm’d as lambent flame, 

Bach gallant youth .attends his. lovely dame; ; 
.Heheath a purple canopy of state . 

The beauteous goddess and the leader sat:- 

The bancpict glows—. Not such the feast, when all 

The pride of luxury in Egypt's luiM, 

a- tebmuteie -.for their god iu the , jnidst . of their: camp. 
placed the coffer :uulihc. allnr. They then-sowed the lamhc 
stfiy or depu rtum, :iv ilhout- regard to the 'harvest, tvas.-dirme 
.tW-ruoe Itjomihni 1. 1 1, Ml at U t bs 1 n r, n * ,,t 
tneir ahr-di. on '.Jue --li 3Uxico. 
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To music's sweetest- chords, in loftiest- vein, 

An angel siren joins the vocal strain ; 

The■ silver roofs resound the living song, 

The harp and organ’s lofty mood prolong 
The lialloAv’d vrarbling's; list’ning Silence rides 
The sky, and o’er the bridled winds presides; 

J.n softest murmurs Hows the glassy deep, 

And each, lull’d in his shade, the beslials sleep. 

The lofty song ascends the thrilling skies, 

•'The song of godlike heroes yet to rise ; 

Jove gave the dream, whose glow the siren fir’d, 

And present Jove the prophecy inspir’d. 

Not he, the bard ..of-love-sick Dido’s board, 

Nor he,; the minstrel.of Hwacia’s lord, 

■Though fam’d in song, could touch the warbling string, 

Or, wit‘h a voice so sweet, melodious, sing. 

■And thou, my muse, 0 fairest of the train, . 

Calliope, inspire my .closing strain. / 

No more the summer of my life remains, 1 \ 

■..My autumn’s length’nmg. ev’nings chill my veins ; 
j")own the black stream of years by woes on woes 
-Wing'd on,'I hasten, to the tomb’s repose, 

Suspended lull. and took viili ravishment 
The thronging audience,” 
■'.ibear. : 'aT'eseiNAau6etoThese ; ofFan6haw—'- 

“Musical-instruments not wanting, such 
/ '• / As to the damn’d spirits once gave ease 

Ju the dark vaults of the infernal hull.” 

To sfrimber amid their punishment, though omitted by Fanshav, is 
/■■litefat:— N>; : yj-..V- ■■.;■;;.■/■'■.., 

F-izcrao descau^ar da eterna •penal” 

'.;■■■.;!' Kama re the\ : mmwr of my life remains .—It -..is-'not cerium when 
■ Thiiwiis wrote this. It -seems, however, not loug to have preceded the 
Lmhho.thon of Ins p mi, at winch lane lie \\a- in hi- l’ftj-fifth jea 
' '-This apostrophe to his muse may. perhaps,"by some be blamed as 
,n the; iliiiiwrai, but so blih dors n uqum detenu thrt <uu 
need not -hesitate to aliirm that, had ilomor, who often-, talks .to his 
biihnso. introduced, oiv these-favourable opportunitiesyany- little picture 
or hHoiv of hi-U'dl, ihew dime-simw would have burn the me-t 
interest inn parts of his work's. Had any history' of Homer .complained, 
line thb of Camocns. it wi uld have been bedewed with the luo- of 

ag.-a. 
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Soon ns on India’s strand ho shakes his spear. 

The ‘burning east shall. .tremble* chill’d with fear; 

Peeking with noble blood, .Cambalao’s stream 
Shall blaze impurplecl on the ev’ning beam ; 

■Urg’d, on by Taging. shame, the monarch brings. 

Bunded with all their powers, his vassal kings : 

Naitsinga’s rocks their cruel thousands pour, 

Bipur’s stern king attends, and thine, Tanore: 

To guard .proud Calicut’s imperial pride 

All the wide North sweeps down its peopled tide: 

Join’d are the sects that never touch'd before, 

By laud the pagan, and by sea the Moor. 

O’er land, o’er sea the great Pacheco strews 

The prostrate spearmen, .and the founder'd proas. 1 . 

Submiss a’nd silent, palsied with amaze, 

Proud Malabar ill’unnnniher’d slain surveys : 

Yet bums the monarch ; to his shrine lie speeds; ‘ 

Dire howl the priests, the groaning, victim bleeds ; 

The ground they stamp, and, from the dark abodes. 

With tears and vows, they call th’ infernal gods. 

Enrag’d- with dog-like madness, -to behold , 

His temples and his towns in flames enroll’d, 

-water is certainly lowering tlie image. The thought., however, as 
managed, in Camoens is; much grander' than in Virgil, and affords 
\a happy instarme where, the hyperbole is truly poetical. , - ; ' 

;. The Lusiad 'affords many instances which must be highly pleasing 
to the Portuguese, but. dry to those who are unacquainted with'-their, 
history. Nor need one hesitate to assert that, were we not- aeq uaiuted 
with the itoman history from our childhood, a great, part of the iEneid 
would appear to us intolerably, uniuteresting. Sensible of this disad¬ 
vantage which every version: of historical poetry .must .-suffer,';the • 
translator has.'not only in the notes added every incident which.might, 

■ •••elhcidate the subject, but. lias also, all along, in. the episode .in the. 
•:'i.third.-»Tid-'fouiih •■bpoks, : .in the description of. the painted ensigns in 
the eighth, and in the allusions in. the present book, endeavoured 
- to throw every historical incident into that universal language.-..the 
picturesque of poetry. When Hector storms the Grecian camp, when 
Achilles inarches to"battle, every reader understands and is affected 
with the Ixhd painting. But when -Neater talks of his exploits at the 
funeral games of Amarynces (Iliad xxiii.) the critics. themselves 
cannbt coinptehciid him, and Jiave.Tied with each other- iti»ih venting: 
.v-ekplanjititins.--:'-../;..- v 

!■ or ^aruos, Indian vessels which lie low on the water, are 

worked with <nr-, ,.nd cam 100 men and upwind- upline 
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Swift as, repuls’d, the famish’d wolf returns 
Fierce to the fold, and, wounded, fiercer burns ; 

So swift, so fierce, seven times, all India’s might 
Returns unnumber’d to the dreadful fight; 

One hundred spears, seven times in dreadful stower, 
Strews in the dust all India’s raging power.” 

The lofty song (for paleness o’er her spread) 

■Thenymph suspends, and bows the languid head; 

Her falthing words are breathed on plaintive sighs: 

“ Ah, Belisarius, injur’d chief,” she cries, 

“ Ah. wipe thy tears ; in war thy rival see, 

Injur’d Pacheco falls despoil’d like thee ; 

In him, in thee dishonour’d Virtue bleeds, 

And Valour weeps to view her fairest deeds,—■ 

'■Weeps o’er Pacheco, where, forlorn he lies 
"Low on an alms-house bed, and friendless dies. 

Yet shall the muses plume his humble bier, 

And ever o’er him pour th’ immortal tear; 

Though by the king, alone to thee unjust, 

Tby head," great chief; was humbled in the dust, 

Loud shall the muse indignant sound thy praise— 

4 Thou gav’st thy monarch’s throne its proudest blaze.’ 
While round the world the sun’s bright car shall ride, 
So bright shall shine thy name’s illustrious pride; 

Thy monarch’s glory, as the moon’s pale beam, 
Uciips'd by thine, shall shed a sickly gleam. 

Such'meed attends when soothing flatt’ry sways, 

And blinded State its sacred trust betrays ! ” 

A sain the nymph exalts her brow, again 

Herlwelling voice resounds the lofty, strain. 

Almeyda crimes, the kingly name he bears, 

] }c puk’d royal lv his standard rears : 

fn all the gen’rons rage of youthful fire 

The warlike sou attends the warlike sire. 

tjniloa’s blood-siain'd tyrant now snail feel 

Thf righteous vengeance of thcLusinn steel. , 

At other prince, by Lisbon's throne bdor'fl. 

Shall bless list: laud, for faithful deeds approv’d. 




H 06 


THE LUSIAD. 


itomliaz slia.il now her treason's mood behold. 

When curling dames her proudest domes enfold : 
Involv’d in smoke, loud crashing, low shall fall 
The mounded temple and the castled wall. 

O'er India's seas the young- Almevda pours 
Scorching the wither’d aiu his iron show’rs : 
loin nifv&ts and rudders, bulks.and canvas riv J n, 
onth after month before bis prows are dnVri 
Jlut Heay'n’s dread will, where clouds of darkness rest, 
I_uat awful will, which knows alone the best, 

Aow blunts nis spear: Cambayahs squadrons' join'd •' 

W itli Egypt’s fleets, in pagan rage combin’d,' • A - 
Engrasp him round: red boils the sta^o-Viim flood 
Purpled noth volleying flames and hot with blood / ■ 
Whirl d by the cannon’s rage, in shivers torn, \ 

-d:s tlngu, fur scatter d. o’er the wave is borne. '.••«• 
Bound to the mast the godlike hero stands, 1 . 

/Haves his proud sword,- and cheers his wofnl bands. 

1 hough winds and seas their wonted aid deny, v 
To yield he knows not, but he knows to die;/ ’ 

Another thunder tears his maniv. breast : 

Oh fly, blest spirit, to thy heav’nly rest l. ; 

Hark : rolling on the groaning storm I hear, 

; Resistless "vengeance thund’rmg on fherear; 
j see the transports oh the furious sire. 

As o’er the mangled corse 'his;eyes'.'flash fire. 

ft f- ll.n hvrh* - M«,| neaping e> < - 

liv’d rage fierce burning in his' breast,' he flies /A;/ • 
Fierce as the bull that sees his rival'rove 
Free with the heifers through the mounded irrove, > A..;/ 
On oak or beech his madd’ning fury pours--:/ •'■ ‘ 
elo pours A.lmeyda s rage on Babul's towers/ 


Bmrnd 



to tiic.,nn;f •//»'. m 

‘tar-'-yf Mnii)a: h-s 

awooden frame-'find 
rhs wereshivefe'el-H,' 
tl- ymuir Almeida 

c <> .-rmvif y ami 
His faflier had s 
re- victory, was .thm 
.fathers' ideas of-miii 


Jh’hym-n /./amfs.—EngliAi hnh.j-v 
Hduticn in A'djnirol BiaidHr. wiio wiv-i 
1 "wj-'inn,-,] fli..-.>iH;.w.-ir ! cniup.-r 1-n 
opiuifcns. -.Conlrnrv u>‘Urn-advice’of 

. refr-v,- m }* -,r ejr, th.mtrh bhr-t 
•; though ■ .(.-Kith-, 'wittdrarid- fide: wtm 
-h:irp!y upbraided him fet a jorrw-r 
UL-iil imjwvsgjblo,. F.e ik>w fell--the 
i tary glory, ■ 
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His vanes wide waving o’er the Indian sky, 

Before his prows the fleets of India fly; 1 
On Egypt’s chief his mortars’dreadful tire 
Shall vomit: all the rage of prison’d fire : 

Heads, limbs, and trunks shall choke the struggling tide. 
Till, ev’ry surge with reeking crimson dy’d, 

Around the young Almeyda’s hapless urn 

His conqueror’s naked ghosts shall howl and mourn. 

As meteors flashing through the darken’d air 
I see the victors’ whirling falchions glare : 

Dark rolls the sulph’rous smoke o’er Dio’s skies. 

And shrieks of death, and shouts of conquest rise. 

In one wide tumult blended. ' The rough roar 
Shakes the brown teuts on Ganges’ trembling shore : 

The waves of Indus from the banks recoil: 

And mMrons, howling on the strand of ISTile, 

By the pale moon, their absent sons deplore : 

•Long-shall they wail; their sons return no more. 

. Ah, strike the notes of woe ! ’’ the siren cries ; 

“ A dreary vision swims before my eyes. 

To Tagus’shore triumphant as he bends. 

Low in the dust the hero’s glory ends: 

Though bended bow, nor thmid’ring engine’s hail, 

Xor Egypt’s sword, nor India’s spear prevail, 

• J The, fleets of India fly .—After having cleared the Indian sorts, 
■ho viceroy, AhneyJa, attacked the combined deeds of Egypt. ( aiui>ay,i. 
and the zaiuorim, in flits entrance and harbour of Diu. or Dio. Tbs 
■; fleet of the xanlbrim almost immediately fled.. That of Melkjne Yu/.. 
Lord of,Din. suffered much; but the greatest slaughter fell upon the 
Egyptians; and Turks, commanded by Mir-Hoeem. who had. defeated 
anu killed the yewug Ainuwda. Ot bOO .Mamelukes. or l urks, who 
muglit under Mir-IJocem. only 22, says (Lories, survived this t-ngar. 
ju <■ Mrliijue ') i/ -ivs Lum t S-mo. ,m«. b.'u in 1 \,n 
descended of the Christians of .Itoxia. . The. road to preferment .is 
oiteu a dirty one ; but ]\] clique’s wns luuch less,so than that of. nmuy- 
Ak (be King of Oambaya was one day riding in shite, an unlucky kite 
di.ngtd upon lu-i n-yn! hi-id. IJi*. l ia'«dy in gnat vtitu <> 

..would give all he was worth 1o have the offender killed. JUidujue. 
who wv an airho), ii>uoi dial* 1y d''patched an rn J>>n- w lii*'f; 

bought Ibf audacion*. lank to (he ground. lVr the merit ><f tk'' 
t tui'n m w'r. i< fc in- w'i~ - md. lord of Din, m Di>, it lOieohr.d a t> . 
tin 't v 'i_"'i and ric'^i impoiaut fnr'n'- at th.it time in ad Inks 
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Pall shall the chief before a. naked foe, 

.Rough clubs and rudc-bmTd stones shall strike the blow : 
The Cape of Tempests shall his tomb supply. 

And in the desert sands his bones shall lie, : 

Ro boastful trophy o’er his ashes rear'd: 

Such Heav’n’s dread will, and be that will rever'd 1 

‘"'■But lo, resplendent shines another star,” 

Loud she resounds, “in all the blaze of war] 

Great Cumin 1 guards Melinda's friendly shore. 

And dyes her seas with Oja’s hostile gore : 

Lamo and Brava’s tow’rs his vengeance tell: 

Green Madagascar’s flow'ry dales shall swell : r 
His echo’d fame, till ocean’s smith-most bound •>. • 

On isles and shores unknown his name resound. 

Another blaze, behold, of fire and arms ! . . . 

Great Albuquerque awakes the dread alarms : 

O’er Ormuz’ walls his thund'ring flames he pours, 

While Heaven, the hero's guide, indignant show’rs 
Their arrows backward s on the Persian foe, /, 

Tearing the breasts and arms that twang'd the bow. . 
■Mountains of salt and fragrant .gums in vain 1 :■.'. 

Were spent untainted to embalm the,slain.:' 

>Sueh .hea-ps'shall strew the seas and faithless strand. ' ■..; 

Of Gerunt, Mazes to,' and Calayaf's land. 

/fill faithless Ormuz own the Lusian sway,- 
And Barem’s * pearls her yearly safety pay, 

" Wbat crlorious palms on Groa's.isle I see.® ' 

J A n bl< ‘■soui'- £ pr uh great ATniquerque. for thru ' 



On If. 
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Through. castled walls the liero bi'eaks his way, 

And opens with his sword the dread array 
Of Moors and pagans ; through their depth he rides, 
Through spears and show’ring fire the battle guides. 

As bulls enrag’d, or lions smear’d with gore. 

His bands sweep wide o’er Goa’s purpled shore. 

Nor eastward far though fair Malacca 1 lie, 

Her groves embosom’d in the morning sky ; 

Though with her am’rous sons the valiant line 
Of Java’s isle in battle rank combine, 

Though poison’d shafts their pond’rous quivers store; 
Malacca’s spicy groves a/nd golden ore, 

Great Albuquerque, thy dauntless toils shall crown ! 

Yet art thou stain’d.” a Here, with a sighful frown, 

was made an archbishopric, the capital of the Portuguese empire 
in the east, and the seat, of their viceroys; for which purposes ii is. 

• advantageously situated on the coast of "Dekhan. It still remains in 
.the possession of the Portuguese. 

• 1 Malacca .—The conquest .of this place was one of the greater 
actions of Albuquerque. It became the chief port of the eastern pun 
of Portuguese India, and second only to Goa. Besides a great many 
■ pieces, of ordnance which were carried; away by the - Moors wk« 
escaped, 8000 large cannon remained the prize of the victors. hen 
Albuquerque was on the way to Malacca, he attacked, a large, ship: 
'hut. just as-his men were going, to board her, she suddenly appeared 
ail in James, winch obliged the- Portuguese to hear off. Three days 
astsorwards the same vessel sent-a boat to Albuquerque, offering an 
alliance,-which was accepted. The flames, says Osorins, were only 
artificial, and did not the least damae/e. An oilier wonderfid adven¬ 
ture immediately happened. ■ The admiral soon after sent Ids long-. 
boats to attack a .ship commanded by one Nehoada Beeguea, The 
f-nemv made an obstinate resistauee. Isclioaua lnmselt was .-pierced 
wish several mortal wounds, hut lost not one. drop of blood till a 
In *< cl< ^ in- tikf n ofl his arm, dun nnnudidth rtu bbud c .rtc i 
out. According to Osoiius, this was said to be occasioned by the, 
•virtue oi a stone in the bracelet;- taken out of an unimul oalh-d C.tbrieia, 
" which; wbefi worn on-the body, could prevent the -effusum of blood 
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The goddess paus’d, for much, remain’d unsung, 

But blotted with a humble soldier’s wrong. 

but true heroes, suck as Albuquerque, follow other maxims. • Tin's 
great man had in his palace a beautiful Indian slave. Ho viewed 
her with, the ewes of a -father, and the care of her education was his 
pleasure. A Portuguese soldier, named -Huy Diaz, had the.boldness 
to enter the general’s apartment, where lie succeeded so well with the 
, girl that he obtained his desire. When Albuquerque heard of it, he 
immediately ordered him to the gallows.' 5 \ 

Camoens, however, was no such undistinguishing libertine as this 
would represent him. In a few pages we find him praising the eon 1 - 
tinence of Don Henry de Meneses, whose victory over Ins passions lie 
calls the highest excellence of youth. Nor does it- appear by what 
authority the Frenchman assures us of the chaste paternal affection 
which Albuquerque bore to this . Indian girl.-; It was- the great aim 
of Albuquerque to.estaolish colonies in India.and.for.thiit purpose,he- 
encouraged his soldiers to marry with the natives. The most sightly 
grids wore selected, and educated in the religion and household arts 
of Portugal, and portioned at the expense of the general. These lie 
called his daughters, and with great pleasure he used to attend their 
weddings, several couples being usually joined together at- onetime.. 
At one of these nuptials, says Faria, the festivity having-continued-, 
Jhto, and -the brides being mixed together, several of the bridegrooms 
committed a blunder. The mistakes of the night, however, as they 
were all equal in. point of honour. were mutually -forgiven .-in .the- 
■morning, nnd each man took his proper wife whom he-had received 
.itt the altar. This delicate anecdote of Albuquerque’* sons and 
daughters Is as bad a • commentary on the note of Castora ns it is-on 
the severity which the commander showed to uonr Diaz, Nor docs 
t.'awocns stand alone in the condemnation of the -general. - The 
.historian agrees -with the poet, - Mentioning- the death of D. Antonio 
Noronhn.' *r This gentleman.-” says Faria. «• used to moderate- -the 
violent temper -of his uncle. Albuquerque, -which soon after showed 
itself in- rigid severity. He ordered a soldier -to dm hanged .'for an. 
amour with one of the slaves whom he called -daughters, nnd whom 
u-t’d ro give in marriage. When some of his officers asked him 
what authority he bad to take the poor man's life, he-drew his sword, 
t Id d i r> tin* vi. h ' r i .1 unto tr i,r lu i* > m.” 'to 

uinrry his soldiers with the natives was the plan- of Albuquerque: his 
-tve-iD.th ri*orf.-rm? 'nnK’de.ufihs-w< admit tin ’pi imps' 

1 v B- n rti r t r p< rh ip it •’t i ik i -i Hut ulnitM’ m- 
e ;.s-rd tile re. • n\ the execution of th'> ~nMur «s- erntrury to the 
laws of every nation; * and tV'-'honest inuignatk n of < am tv tis against 
1 * i< de t- f 1 ’ iui‘t h rrt who > *b g'fti d ir'’ 
ti ri of fhe r P<-rtu:n> <e empire in flu- K-vl, affords a noble instanei of 
thus manly frtwlom of f-miHuent *hich knows tin 7ijfltr by which 
U.njr «r jwor mat do 1 nj is*i^t v> tie- neau.d -ir.jfcfc Not eat, 

* c. - r v- ‘h« ' n ' ' 1 *. *ii> J -a r 1 , v jl ‘1 1 r.& 

rtiSenmee tbai-aifecw tals asstrttoa. 
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“A Ins,” she cries, “when war's dread horrors reign, 

Ami thumrring batteries rock the fiery plain, 

When ghastly famine on a hostile soil, 

When pule disease attends on weary ioil. 

When patient under all the soldier stands, 

Detested he the rage which then demands 
The humble soldier’s blood, his only crime 
The arn’rous frailty of the youthful prime ! 
incest’s cold horror here no glow res!rain’ll, 

IS’or sacred nuptial bed was here profan’d, 

"Nor here unwelcome force Iho virgin seiVd ; 

A slave., lascivious, in his fondling pleas’d, 

Kesigns her breast. Alt, stain to Bushin hone! 

(’Twos lust, of blood, perhaps 'twa.s jealous (lame ;) 

’Pin; leader’s rage, unworthy of the bravo. 

Consigns 1 he youthful soldier to the grave. 

\h.s. Ammon 1 thus Apelles’ love repaid, 
t! real' Ammon’s bed resign’d the lovely maid : 

Jdor Oyrns iJonrreprov’d Arnspas’lire; 

Aor haughiier Carlo thus assum’d the sire. 

Though iron .Baldwin to his daughter’s bower, 

An ill-mat cit’d lover, stole in secret, hour: 

With nobler rage the lofiy monarch glow’d. 

Ami Tlnmlria's earldom on the knight bestow’d.” '~ 

omit the eVisemdton, that the above note of Oastera is of ;t piece with 
Oie Kretich devotion wo have ulrciuly aoni hmi pay to the name oi knui, 

: n (ieveiioii whioh'.bvciftthog- the true spirit.-of the blessed -advice given 
bv Father Vnni - to the republic of Venice: “ When a nobleman eom-. 
Ciis an olfemoaiuiinni a subject,” says i.bc Jesuit, “let every means 
HV-tried t« justify lunv. .-But. it -a subject has offended. a nobleman,■■ 
him be punished -with-the utmost severity.“ 

! j\ ,-i tm.'eiUi.—('ampnspe, the most beautiful eonenbuie of-Alev 
audei me (lieii. '.sis n by Ihul nrunireh to \.peihn ' l- b"iu in 
pen-i>ive«! iir love With her. Araopns bud strict chnnre. nf ttic nur 
.'•UiOU’. P.iuthea. Ilis attempt on her viilue wits fmei.ei, by ( ynm. 

" Ji„l .FillU'l<■!’-*'* -tirhlxm on tin• knnjht h> low'll- • lhildw in. siiv- 
t|.,n aim. (■‘reul Fo)Vi-lcr of Klieni.-is. In'ing in koe niOi 
.tiniith. the ditnjdner o! Vlmrkw the If.ild, and widow■ of. Ktheiveh, 
king of’ Em gland; obfaimsh his desire by foreo. . .Charles,- though nt 
jmjih n M'nti'il, afmrwunB’pnnlom'il he- crime. and e m-iund 
t< Ins r „en >_,t wjlli the pi nice s" t'A-unv 

ili di, nssni’i m sbi '• ip "I tin muipb bch- m ’“u "n. a 
**pK ij; «s» niblewt to lb. InsiojUs who h < U> n, t \ ** n i'> In u 
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Again tbe nymph ilie song of fame resounds: 

“ Lo. sleeping wide o’er Ethiopia's bounds, 

Wide o'er Arabia's purple shore, on high 
The Lusian ensigns: blaze along the sky: 

Mecca, aghast, beholds the standards shine, 

And midnight horror shakes Medina’s'.shrine;'1: 

Th’ unhallow'd altar bodes t:h‘ approaching foe, 
Foredoom'd-in dust its prophet's tomb to strew. 

Is or Ceylon’s isle, brave Soares, sba-II withhold 
Its incense, precious ns the burnish'd gold,: ■ 

■What time o'er proud Columbo's loftiest spire 
Thy flag shall blaze: Nor shall th’ immortal lyre 
.Forget thy praise, Seqneyra ! To.the-shore' 

•Where Sheba's -.sapient queen the sceptre bore, 2 . 

of- battle, the heroes of Homer relate to each other. That these 


little episodes have their beauty and propriety in an. epic poem will 
strongly appear from a view- of IVL de la Motto’s translation of fhe 
Iliad into French verse.. The four and-twenty-books of Homer Tie 
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Braving the Red Sea’s dangers shalt thou force 
To Abyssinia’s realm thy novel course ; 

And isles, by jealous Nature long conceal’d, 

Shall to the wond’ring world be now reveal’d. 

G reat Menez next the Lusian sword shall bear; 

Menez, the dread of Afric, high shall rear 
His victor lance, till deep shall Ormuz groan, 

And tribute doubled her revolt atone. 

“ How shines thy glory in meridian height ”— 

And loud her voice she rais’d—“ 0 matchless knight! 

Thou, thou, illustrious G ama, thou sbalt bring 
■The olive bough of peace, deputed king ! 

The lands by thee discover’d shall obey 
Thy sceptred power, and bless thy regal sway. 

But India’s crimes, outrageous to the skies, 

A length of these Saturnian days denies ; 

Snatch’d from thy golden throne, 1 the heav’ns shall claim 
Thy deathless soul, the world thy deathless name. 

“ How o’er the coast of faithless Malabar 
Victorious Henry 2 pours the rage of war ; 

Hor less the youth a nobler strife shall -wage, 

Great victor of himself though green in age ; 

Ho restless slave of wanton am’rous fire, 

Ho lust of gold shall taint his gen’rous ire. 

While youth’s bold pulse beats high, how brave the boy 
Whom harlot-smiles nor pride of power decoy ! 

d SniitoVd from thy golden throne.—G ama Voply' reigned three 
months viceroy of India. '’ During .his. second voyage, the' third which 
the Portuguese made; to India, he", gave the zainorim some considerable 
defeats* by sea,' besides his victories over the Moors. These, however,, 
are dudicibusiv omitted ,bv Camoiins, as the less striking part of hh 



deceived, this ii truly great,”' . , ■ ■ ■ * ■ 

• yj/'t'if'inuy Jb'in --Ben Henry <h; Mmezi-s. He was uidy 
twr-utv-. lcbl whi :i appointed k> tin- p/wtrnmciu oi Iwblie 
vii-d in ids thirtieth year, a noble example of the i«»st Ui.-hiU-resk «i 
lierdsm. .■■■■■■ 
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Tmmortal be bis name ! Hor less thy praise. 

Great Mascarene, 1 shall future ages-in-ise : 

Though power, unjust, withhold' the splendid ray 
That dignifies the crest of sov’reign sway. 

Thy deeds, great chief, on Bintam’s humbled shore 
(Deeds such as Asia never view’d before) 
vShall give thy honest fame a brighter blaze- 
Than tyrant pomp in golden robes displays. 

. Though bold in war the fierce usurper shine, 

Though Cutial’s potent navy o’er the brine 

Drive vanquish’d : though the Lusian Hector’s sword 

For him reap conquest, and confirm him lord : 

Thy deeds, great peer, the wonder of thy foes. 

Thy glorious chains unjust, and gen’rons woes. < ' 

Shall dim the fierce Samp:pro's fairest fame. 

And o'er his honours thine aloud proclaim. 

Thy genrous woes 1 Ah gallant injur’d chief, 

.. Hot- thy own sorrows give the sharpest grief. 

Thou seest the Lusian name her honours stain. 

And lust- of gold her heroes’ breasts profane ; ' 

Thou seest ambition lift the impious head, 

Her God’s rod arm, nor ling'r;n<r justice dread ; 

O’er India’s bounds thou sees? these vultures prow], 
Full gorged with blood, and dread less of control; 
■Thou seest-and wcepst thy country’s blotted mime, 
The genrous sorrow' thine, but not the shame, 

Kor long the Lusian ensigns stain’d remain : 

Great Hun:r=‘- comes, and razes mu nr t-mim 
Though lofty Gale’s warlike towers he rear; v 
Though haughty Melic groan beneath his spear; 

All these, and Diu yielded to his name, 

Are-.but th’ embroidry of his nobler fame. 

Far .haughtier foes of Lusian ra ce he- braves; 

The nwfol sword of justice high he waves: 

■ Deiore his bar the injur’d Indian'stands, 1 
And justice boldly on hjo foe demands. 


: /Am .V-'-cr/.. P. dro ,V- M f .« 
Ui this niiirer. and flu- urarpdi' 

’S’jiy tic- S-unpayo, afford one of the t 

X -—Ns sic Ji Cuaha. 
Poitiigucx.- governors. 


nljas. The.-injustice slnr.fv 
hi* Kcvi.rnirifht hy Leper 
iatcr'-ting »T tt « 

of the most worthy <-f the 
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Tho Lusian foe : in wonder lost, the Moor 
Beholds proud rapine’s vulture grip restore; 

Beholds the Lusian hands in fetters hound 
By .-Lusian hands, and wound repaid for wound. 

Oh, -more shall thus by Nunio’s worth be 'won, 

Than conquest reaps from high-plum’d hosts o’erthrown. 
Long shall the gen’rous luinio’s blissful sway 
■■ Command supreme. In Dio’s hopeless day 
The sov’reign toil the brave Noronha takes ; . J 

Awed by his fame 1 the fierce-soul’d Rumien .shakes, y 
And Dio’s open’d walls in sudden (light, forsakes. ) 

..A son of thine, 0 Gama, 2 3 4 now shall hold 
wjThe helm of empire, prudent, wise, and bold : 

■Malacca say’d and strengthen’d by his arms, 

I?The banks of Tor shall echo his alarms; 

| His worth shall bless the kingdoms of the morn. 

:i Bor all thy virtues shall his soul adorn, 
ii ;’When fate resigns thy hero to the skies, 

.. A vet’ran, fam’d on Brazil’s shore shali rise- 
The wide Atlantic and the Indian, main, 

[ By turns, shall own the terrors of his reign. 

! His aid the proud Cambayan king imploi’es,: 

. iiis potent aid Cambaya’s king x*estores. 

The'dread Mogul with all his-thousands flies, 

And Dio’s towers are Souza’s well-earn’d. prize. 

. IS or less the zamorim o’er blood-stain’d ground * 

Shall speed his legions, torn with many a wound, 

1 Awed htj In's fame .—That brave, generous spirit, which prompted 
Cameras to condemn the great Albuquerque for injustice to a common 
soldier, has here deserted him. In place of poetical compliment, mi 
the ic-mu-s of Iiis name, Noronha deserved infamy. The siege of Dio, 
it is true, vas raked on the lcpoit of his appioacli. but Jhat report 
was the stratagem of C'ojo Zofar. one of the general officers of tho. 
assailants. The delays of ISoronha wore as highly blnomble ns-his 
treatment of his predecessor, the excellent Nunio, was unworthy ol a 
gentleman. y 

; A nun of ih-iiu, 0 G'tma .—Stephen de'fmma. 

3 .1 at'r'nt, fam’d on lhn~il'* Amy.—Martin Alonzo do Souza. Hr 

\«n c. 1. hr,tod lor cb.mm.- the oo.mt of llrazil nt c-c vcsal urn. 

w re tormidiihle to that inl.utt colon}. 

4 ()\ r Ui«id*fain'A oronun.- This is a> near the original ns elegance 
a ill all.-w —tie mnj’M: i-htyo —which Tsuisiraw has thus punned :— 
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In headlong rout. 21 or shall the boastful pride 
Of India's navy, though the shaded tide 
Around the squadron'd masts appear the down 
Of some wide forest, other fate renown. 

Loud rattling through the lulls of (Jape Oainore 1 
I hear the tempest of the battle roar 1 - 
Clung to the splinter'd masts I see the dead 
Badala’s shore with horrid wreck bespread; 

■Baticala inflam'd by treach’rous hate, 

Provokes the horrors'of Badala’s fate 

Per seas in blood, her skies enwraptin fire, e . A 

Confess the sweeping storm of Souza’s-ire*- 

No hostile spear now rear'd on sea or strand, 

The awful sceptre graces Souza’s hand; 

Peaceful he reigns, in counsel just and wise ; 

And glorious Castro now.his throne supplies r 
Castro, the boast of gen’rous fame, afar 
From Dio’s strand shall swap the glorious war, 

Madd'ning with rage to view the Lusian band, 

A troop so few. proud Dio’s towers command, 1 
■ The cruel Ethiop Moor to heawn complains. 

And the proud Persian’s languid.zeal arraigns. 

The Rumien fierce, who boasts the name of florae* 

With these conspires, and tows .the Lusians’ doom. 

'■'With no little loss, 

St-mline him home :aroui by Uccuhij-Cross"— 
a place near .Banbury in Oxfordshire.- .• . 

’• Cairo t.oDiorin. the southernmost point of -Trulia.—hX." ■ 

- n. Kir.'hn fon , irhoh.'{ t’fhs „n,u, of Horn .- When tin- vjo- 
tori* s of tile l-ortmrio.M h.’gv* m mcr-p-., i 1 ,., jIron Indian 

[ii'oi. (>,. In fin romei Is •>; the Moor-. ,|yo> fi i> r re-rofanet i< (he ■>:,!- 
hn E-jj.t. end/he Crmrn Siyiwr. riv lr , j,-oi (In Moh.irmm- 

,i of m.uiy differi.*\t mOmm. w.-ra j.nnv'n roia-ng tSm 'Thntab 
by. one common came. Ignorance th.-Jighl# m the •marvellous.- .■ Th« 
I.i-t '>j % of ancient Koine jna h-the firne figure .tinmur tin .•.•iNtarin-. ns 
^ K i 'i , h t *• 1 < i » - h -roan, it i th - (hfti s< no 

w 1 t < ' i ’ a Jr** 1, > !> - in tin 

• >' . * fv» . *. >r „ m *V , <y)<n t< ( i. ( ,m. (fj.ra>ik« 

or ill ti e -Ai s’i m { fin-ti.m,'. who. on th> ir p.rt, edit trie name of 
il r» t >, 'h t->c Mv» *r m- <n- nl nro L.,-t 
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, A thousand barb’rous nations join their powers 
To bathe with Lusian blood the Dion towers. 

Dark rolling sheets, forth belch’d from, brazen wombs, 

!i And bor’d, ]ike show’ring clouds, with hailing bombs, 

O’er Dio’s sky spread the black shades of death ; 

The mine’s dread earthquakes shake the ground beneath. 

. No hope, bold Mascarened mayst thou respire, 

;i A glorious fall alone, thy just desire. 

When lo, his gallant son. brave Castro sends— 

; Ah heav’n, what fate.the hapless youth attends ! 

In vain the terrors of his falchion glare : 

: The cavern’d mine bursts, high in pitchy air 
'CjlHampire. and squadron whirl’d convulsive, borne 
Iji To Heav’n,, the hero dies in fragments torn, 
ii! His loftiest bough though fall’n. the gen’rons sire 
; His living hope devotes with Roman ire. 

On wings of fury flies the brave Alvar 
1 Through oceans howling with the wintry war, 

Tbrouuh skies of snow his brother’s vengeance bears: 

And, soon in arms, the valiant sire appears 
Before him victTy spreads her eagle wing 
Wide sweeping o’er Cambaya’s haughty king. 

In vain his thund’ring coursers shake the ground, 

Oambaya bleeding of his might’s last wound 
Sinks pale in dust: fierce Hydal-kan 2 in vain 
; Wakes war on war: he bites his iron chain. 

■ d>No hope,hold Mcucarena.-—' The commander of Diu, or Dio, during 
ibis "siege,- one of the most memorable in the Portuguese history. , 

' 2 Fierce Mydal-Kan.—The title of the lords or princes of Deean pvho 
in iheir ware .with the Portuguese have sometimes brought fOO.tiOO 
inch- into'thft • fidld. • The prince here mentioned, after many revolts, 
ui lnst jiimHy subdued by. Don John do Castro, the fourth viceroy 
min, i itn who-c men mu por t iu<litmn>,5> urrD the proph no 
\!bup< cpmlul the ] 1 \n and Cist Cirnple 1.1 lu on 
: : ef 'theTorl ugnese empire in the East. It is with propriety, therefore,: 
fi.it Pm iui'i)h' e\ to (Java is lieu- summed up Nor h ;ho 

VHseretiori ofDarneiins m this, instance iVferior to his judgment. lie 
m {ion within a Mvw .us ni Ins own limes when !m binmi If we- upm 
Vn b <rt ii l mi But vb i.\ti he had smd >t ! m t • v s ~ 

we. ii Id have boor, Ji able to ••nriseonKtruetion., and every (U-'iiiems would-, 
hw. Dm Irmvmdvith the cpitlnDof ihitn; m malm. \ hui > 
j..*t would lisp Den 1 tippy m su-h rn upper!nr*;, m r-gud ie» 
the silent eon tempt- oi. .CanipCnt dec* him true nonour.^ 
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Ao more the hind his plunder’d field bewails : 

O er evry field. 0 Peace, thy blossoms glow, 
i oe golden blossoms of thy olive bom-ln 
J:mm bas'd on ivisest laws‘great- Castro crowns, 

Ana the wide Last the Lusian empire owns. 

“ These warlike chiefs, the sons of thv renown 
Ana thousands more, O Vasco, doom’d to.'crown'* 
lav glorious tods, shall through these seas unfold 
lheir victor-standards blaz'd with Indian gold : 

-iriu. in the bosom of our fiow’ry isle. ' I 
Lmbath'd in joy shall o'er their labours smile, 
lheir nymphs like yours, their feast divine the same 
1 lie -raptnr d foretaste of immortal fame.” A"'..'. 

aw?? S . a !f * he SoMes^, while the sister train' G 
vvUi joyful. anthem close the sacred strain : 

“-Though Fortune from her whirling sphere bestow 
.Her gilts capricious ur unconstant flow. 

Tei .laurel!.d honour anti -immortal- fame • 

- v«jall ever constant grace the Lusian name.” 
bo-sung the joyful ehorns, -while around - / 

The silver roofs the-lofty notes resound. . . 
ime song prophetic, and the sacra! feast, 

Xyw sin d the glow of 4 -cugth rhrougli ei ’rv 1 raisf 
hen with the grace and n-ia jostv divii t >. * 

” 5 5 “ 1 »* ’’’i -JH- vh, n cmm m d «.h, 

Id crown the banquet of their ,deathless fa mr- 


TTTV T.TTKT A T) 





I Thou and .thy warriors follow where I lead : 

; Firm he your steps, for arduous to the tread, 
Through matted brakes of thorn and brier, hesfcrew'd 
With splinter’d flint, winds the steep slipp'ry road.” 
She spake, and smiling caught the hero’s hand, 

And on the mountain’s summit soon they stand; 

A beauteous lawn with pearl enamcll’d o’er, 

Emerald and rnby, as the gods of yore 
> Had sported here. Here in the fragrant air 
A w-ondrous globe appear'd, divinely fair! 

: Through ev’ry part the light transparent flow’d, 

, , And in the centre, as the surface, glow’d. 

; , The frame ethereal various orbs compose, 
sj In whirling circles no tv they fell, now rose; 

Tc-t never Vose nor fell, 1 for still the same 
j Was ov’ty movement or the wondrous frame: 

!■:; Each movement still beginning, still complete, 

; H< author’s type, sclf-pois’d, perfection’s seat. 

I threat Vasco, thrill'd with reverential awe, 

[ And rapt, with keen desire, the wonder sawn 
;! The jroddess mark'd the language of his eyes, 

£1 And here,” she cried, “thy largest wish suffice. 
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• Great nature’s fabric thou dost here behold, 

Th’ ethereal, pure, and elemental mould ■ 

In pattern shown complete, as nature’s God 
Ordain’d the world’s great frame. His dread abode; 

!:br ev’ry part the Power Divine pervades. 

The sun’s bright radiance, and the central shades: 

Yet, let not haughty reason’s bounded line ; .' 

Explore the boundless God. or-where define, 

Where in Himself, in uncreated, light 

(While all His worlds around seem-wrapp’d in night).. 

He holds His loftiest state. 1 By primal laws 
Impos’d on Hature’s birth (Himself the cause), 

By her own ministry, through ev’ry maze, 

[Nature in all her -walks, unseen, He sways. . 

These spheres behold : 2 the first in wide embrace 
Surrounds the lesser orbs- of various face; . A / . 

The Empyrean -this, the holiest heavm; 

To the pure spirits ox the biess’d is giv’n : 
lsb mortal eye its. splendid rays may bear, .. . 

Ho. mortal bossrm feel the raptures there, 

The earth, in all her summer pride, array’d, 

To this might seem p, 'drear-sepulchral shade.. 

•Unracv’d it stands .: within its shining frame, . 

In motion swifter than, the lightning’s .flame, 

Swifter .than sight the moving- parts -.may spy, 

.Another 'sphere whirls round-its rapid sky. 

Hence motion darts its-force', 3 impulsive draws, 

•And. on the other'orbs impresses laws;;'..' v b . ' , 

1 He ItobTf Iii$ hflkd —Called By the old philosophers and 

school divines the seneorivw of {Be Deity, v - 

- ,i /, ] rhl ,—A cp .r«linsr io the I'eTipatt-nos. the universe 

< ai-’-rnd nf‘* lc rn ,ihfo nwb’ ilwthum.w 5 'dlvr ; as F>im!i**w 
, : hr»s familiarly expressed it By a simile which he has'lentbar adthhrt 
llv fitst of tii! -\iltrrs.-, ic s.-ns— 

' ■' Dotii'(as m a neti ' . b.T 

' '[Oj hoar*?) all the,'other orbs comprise.”-, : ; 

In their accounts of .this first-mentioned.- but cloven th. -sphere..’which' 
they called the-’ Emj»yreani/t>r' heaven, -.of-the Biogt. tbe disciples of 
An*-* ! !r and tin AwB Attorn .au 3' o to ail H m iimti. <f 
^ir.moatipn. And sevcr.il * a t!v Ci ri-ti.-m fail or- <t] pii< 4 to it tie- 
to-ro, * ji-.ii r ]ievii Gii"h n'f Fsm><i . i the lift ‘'i at Inn 

H r‘ lt «-? i i ,rs - (i „ ]» t’ ( U Sli siB»rf tin 

P- WsAU tt tin.- ruv’knt system. To account f- r tin- appcuMUi-cs 
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The snn’s blight car attentive to its force 

Gives night and day. and shapes his yearly course ; 

Its force stupendous asks a pond’rons sphere 
To poise its fury, and its weight to bear : 

Slow moves that pond’rous orb ; the stiff, slow pace 
One step- scarce gains, while wide his annual race 
Two-hundred-■ times the sun 'triumphant rides ; 

• The crystal heav’n is this, whose rigour guides 
And binds the starry sphere; 1 That sphere behold. 

With, diamonds spangled, -and emblaz’d with gold ! 

What radiant orbs that azure sky adorn, 

Fair o’er the night in rapid motion borne I 
Swift as they trace the; heav’n’s wide circling line, 

Whirl’d on their proper axles, bright they shine. 

Wide o’er this heav’n a .golden; belt displays 
Twelvfe various forms; behold- the glitt’ring blaze ! 

of tluiheavens, the Peripatetics ascribed a double motion to it. While 
its; influence drew the c>tlu-r. orbs' from east to vest, they supposed it 
hud a motion of "its: oivn • from, west to east. To effect t his, the pon¬ 
derous weight and. in terpomtion of--the-'ninth - sphere, or crystalline 
lieavem was necessary, ’i lie ancient astronomers observed that the 
stars shifted their; places.; This they called -the motion of the cry¬ 
stalline heaven, expressed by our poet at the rate of one pace during 
t\Vo.hundred solar years. The famous Aral). astronomer, Abulhasam 
ih- Ins' Meadows of Gold, -calculates-the -revolution of this sphere to 
Consipt of 4h,000 ol our years. But modern discoveries have not only 
corrected the calculation.* but have also ascertained the reason of the 
appo ri-ilt motion of the fixed stars. . The earth is not u perfect sphere : 
the'quantity of: matter is greater at the equator; lienee the earth 
turns oil her axis in a. rocking motion, revolving round the axis of- the 
ecliptic, which is called - the. procession .of the equinoxes, ami makes 
tin ri .r^ sum to lufi then pi see-. at ri out the rati o! a digit., in 7' 
vcim, moditiL tovlmh ill the ri im-ec m hi piriorm om rmolitim 
hi iliC‘ space of •'•25,1)20. years, after which, they return exactly to t he; 
■ g'lii'i' situiitiou tui fit tins beginning of this period. .However itoper- 
; i'col- yn their -calculations.- the tdialdcan astronomers perceived thin, tim 
motions of the.■■'heavens composed one great revolution. This f.imy 
' called -'the «•»»'*« .muimv*. 'which' those who. did not understand them, 
in fhijt 1m lie motion of ill tbm_s f« then in-i oiiginW 

J /* r,y pltur -'Ihiytm c riled the him m tut, or 

- righth heaven, hatimi, d up iter; Mars, polio, \ enns. AU-iviny:, mid 

pOM-d, the other splmr. t, or lu avtns. * 
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Here, in cold twilight, hoary Saturn rides ; 

Here Jove shines mild, here fiery Mars presides ; 

Apollo here, enthron’d in light, appears 
The eve of heav’n, emblazer of the spheres ; 

Beneath him beauteous -glows the Queen of Love— 

The proudest hearts her sacred influence prove; 

Here Herrnes, fam’d for eloquence divine, 

And.here .Diana’s various faces shiuey 

Lowest she rides, and, through the shadowy nighi, 

Pours on.the glist’ning earth her silver light. 

These various orbs, behold, in various speed 
Pursue the journeys at their birth decreed, 
i How, from the centre far impell’d they fly, 
it How, nearer earth they sail a lower sky, : 
i A shorten’d course : .Such are their laws impress’d 
'f By God’s dread will, 1 that will for ever best. . 

;i; " l Such are their lawn impress'd, by Godls dread .will. —Though a 
modern narrative of gallant adventures by.no means requires the 
| supposition of a particular Providence, that supposition, however,, is 
f, absolutely necessary to tire graudeur pf.au epic poem. The great 
: examples of Homer, and Virgil prove it; and Camoens understood and 
feit its force. While his fleet combat all. the horrors of unploughed 
.oceans, we do not view Iris heroes as idle wanderers; the care of 
heaven gives their voyage, the greatest importance. When Gama falls 
on .Ails knees and spreads his hands to heaven on the discovery of 
; India, vve .ire presented with a figure infinitely more'-noble than that 
: of the niost'successful conqueror who is supposed to act..under the • 
t ■■'.influence of fatalismor chance. The human mind, is conscious of its 
qyfh' weakness. It uxpects an^elevation in poetry, and demands a 
degree of importance superior to the caprices of unmeaning acciuctif. 

'I he pop.tico.1 reader cannot' admire the hero who is subject -to suen 
blind-fortuity-; ■-■He-appears to us with an abject, uninteresting little-- 
ness. Our poetical-ideas of permanent greatness demand a, Gaiia, u 
u<n*ivho^ f’lp rpn-c-'and via-r jinmi umnsttlKui* if Hi nat 
and the happiness .of his people. Jvor must this supposition, be con- 
fined merely io tire initchiiicu'y. The retu-'ou why it pleases, ids.) 

■ requires, that the supposition• should-be uniioim throughout the vlmm.. 
poem Ti-rgil. by dismissing Ericas through tire ivory gate of Elys him, . 
| ,, i a t a rh it ill hi" metuu oi ’ timm m Jc \t u mi reh d’< im- 
r vl i, ,"ihu- ih Hi used die biglm-t im .'V of tlm <vnn> ! im<.i t to in- 
par un Augustus Put ( uimm-. he-c<JttV>h lull nmu luipt \ A 
*,n oppoih.iutv offcji 4 it -H u, imtni^c (!u> ojuiummofl urrmuis an ? 
tup Wufb-mm Grove; but CumGn-,, in ;>-''iibjng tli<> g< wnhmt nt e' 
the uubv»c <'* the will of God, has not ouiy j.roervi d tin- nhi’e.-opiiy 

hit j mm pirV t’y uni'um. but has uKimhi nn tl a! Jbe Puii m n 

sv-tem is,"m this {nskmce, exactly'eoirfornwhlt}- to the Hewtouiau • 
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Tims, cold and heat their wamng ompuc, hold, 

ArSe ret mingling, each by each control a, 

The highest air and ocean s bed they pieiec. ^ 

And earth’s dark centre feels their stnigg.es ler - . 

' « The scot of man, the earth’s fair breast, behold; 

Hero 'vood-ovnnm’d Mauds ,va vo then- kd»rfgoU-. 
llero apron d wide continents then- bosoms gu.cn, 

Wl hkrv <>oonu n-..crs h,s b.cast Vtneen 

:# Yeh not tlT inconstant ocean's furious tide 
i' il R T fix 11 e dreadful bounds of human pride. ( 
t Wliat inadd’ning seas between these nations i 

;i ' Ycf L'ushs’hero-race shall -visit ev ry shore. 

yYh it thousand tribes, whom vanoin cusl oms svvav. 
*iv 4 nc j var ions rites, these countless shores display - 
Oneen of the world, supreme in sinning anus, 

4 Hers cv'rv art, and hors all wisdom s charms, ^ 

I linch nation's tribute round her foot-stool sprea a, 
i Here Christian Europe lots toe regal be . . 
it-' Afric behold, 2 alas,: what alter d view . 

/ Her lands uncultur’d, and her son s iintrac 
Ungraced with all that sweetens tojn * 

Savim-e and lierce they roam in bi utal ~ti 1 c , 
i y. iir £ they «rasp the gifts which culture, viekn., . 
y T inked ioim then o«n neglected fields 

JlnunnmHra’Y^™ 1, ™ , J^htoCdrondfui bon .,i, 
tuk dkflti t flv TOM fil I compusd inuml) 

! rl'.hnbcdl n ,b,.c ,n i, s >i»l armors «my. 

i Pv Tttws unform’d. uniorin'd by reason & - v> aj . 
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l-'ai inward st retell the monrnfnl sterile dales. 

Where on the parch’d hill-side, pale Famine wails. 

On gold in vain the naked savage treads: 

Low. clay-built huts, behold, and reedy sheds. 

Their dreary ton ns. G-onzalo's zeal shall glow 1 
To these dark minds the path of light to show : 

His toils to humanize the barb’rous mind 

Shall, with the martyr’s palms, his holy temples hindw- 

< irent Haya. e too. shall glorious here display 
■.His God's dread might: behold, in black array, 

Xnm'rous and thick as when in evil hour 
The feather’d race whole harvest fields devour. 

*do thick, so nuni’rous round Sofala's towers 
Her barb 'rous hordes remotest Africa pours : •. * .„ • 

In vain : Heav'n’s vengeance on their souls impress'd: - 
They fir. wide scatter’d as the driving mist.. 

Lo, h>uaina there, and there the fertile Hilo . . . 

Curs’d with that -gorging fiend, the crocodile, • 

Wind their long way: the parent lake bohoks, 

(.rreat Xisus' fount, unseen, unknown of old, 

.From whence, diffusing plenty as he glides. 

Wide .Abyssinia's realm., the stream divides..- • 

In Abyssinia HeavVs own altars blazer. 

And hallow’d anthems chant- Messiah’s praise.- 

1 Gamah's tml shall rfi<ne.~ Gonsalo do Sylveyrn. sv Portuguese 

< - n 1 > v*i it l,n tLi ’-'.o’l i at’- ) i tr M u« h t ijit Hh 
’ ti ft"’ - v.t n nt fir-*- -nr e--nd , but t n In idfpeted any h^hI.m t 

1 j.u.i *>r to v.is imiid»nrii by (ho hari-imm.— Cwj Ha 

■ ifrsct Nnt/a, too. —Don Todro de Nay:t. , . . In Ia05 he orcetwl 
i or 1 :n tit'- 1 iter? n; of S'f.d.i.vi ->h a- sWnfH t' t.qvi, Nv. 

•liwawand .Moors nnd Caffres laid siaare to tin's - garrison. ■ wlm*lr.he • 
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In Nile’s wide breast the isle of Meroe see ! 

Near these rude shores a hero sprung from thee, 
Thy son, brave Gama. 1 shall his lineage show 
Tn glorious triumphs o’er the paynim 2 foe. 

There by the rapid Ob, her friendly breast 
Melinda spreads, thy place of grateful rest. 

Capo Aromata there the gulf defends, 

Where by the Red Soa wave great Afric ends. 
Illustrious Suez, seat of heroes old. 

Rain’d. Hierapolis. high-tower d, behold. 

Here Egypt's shelter’d fleets at anchor ride, 

And hence, in squadrons, sweep the eastern tide. 
And lo, the waves that aw’d by Moses’ rod, 
While the dry bottom Israel’s armies trod, 

On either hand roll’d back their frothy might, . 
And stood, .like hoary rocks, in cloudy height. 
Here Asia, rich in ev’ry precious mine, 

In realms immense, begins her, western line. 

/ “Where Abyssin kings their issue guard . . . 

1. . , . . by some'suppos’d, 

True Paradise, under the Eihiop line 
By Nilus head,, inclos'd with shining rock. 

A whole day’s journey high MmroN; 


and where,: according toi . Urrefca (a Spanish Jesuit), is the library 
.: founded by the Queen of Sheba. and enriched with all those writings 
of which we have either possession or only the names. The works 
of jfo'ali,. and the lectures on the mathematics which Abraham read in 
'.The'plains of"Manure, are here And so many are; the. volumes, that- 
; 20t); monks arc employed as . librarians. It is needless to add, that. 
Father ijrreta-is- a. second Sir'.John Mandevylle. 

; i. T’/u/ raii, Hyarr.. Gnma ,—When Don Stephen de Gama was gover¬ 
nor of India, the Christian- Emperor and Empress-mother of; Ethiopia. 

- solicited' the' assistance of the Portuguese, against the usurpations of 
the'-pagan King of Ae.yiii,. Don Stephen sent his brother, I ton Urns- 
toval with 500 men.-* The prodigies-of their valour astonished the 
'■-Ethiopians; But after having .twice -defeated- the tyrant,-and reduced- 
jw- gjeat at an to thr 1 wt Don ChnTouh i,3 r<d inr> < o hj 

: - the Impetuosity o! Ms youthful raHmr. was taken - prisoner. _. -He 






There on the gulf that laves the Persianshore, 

; Far through the surges bends Cape Asabore. 

There Bare in’s isle ; 1 her rocks -with diamonds blaze, 

' And emulate Aurora’s glifcfc’ring rays. 

From Barem’s shore Euphrates’flood is seen, 

And Tigris’ waters, through the waves of green 
In yellowy currents many a league extend, 

As with the darker waves averse they blend. 

Bo, Persia there her empire wide unfolds ! 

In tented camp his state the monarch holds : 

: Her warrior sons disdain the arms of fire, 2 
,And, with the pointed steel, to fame aspire; 

/Their springy shoulders stretching to the blow, 

/Their sweopv sabres hew the shrieking foe. 
i TPhere Gerum’s isle the hoary ruin wears 
"Whore Time has trod: 3 there shall the dreadful spears 
Iji-Of • Sousa.-and-Menezes strew the shore 
f With Persian sabres, and embathc with. gore. 

■ Carp*slla's cape, and sad Oannania’s strand, 

If There, parch'd and bare, their dreary wastes expand. 

A fairer landscape here delights the view; , 
j Prom these green hills beneath the clouds of blue, 

> The Indus and the Ganges roll the wave, 

And many a smiling held propitious lave. 

J There .Bareifs Me. —The island of Bahrein is situated in the Per- 

. . stah Gulf. It Is celebrated'-for' the plenty, variety,, and ■fineness of .its 
diamond*. Vi;",rr . ■■• 

' - Her warrior sms ilisdain the arms of lire:— This was the character 

""•'•orthe-Persiahis'wheii' Gam A' -arrived in the East. Yet, though they- 
rii-Hiuhi it dishonourable to use the ■musket, they esteemed, it. no di — 
acC'tn rush front a .thicket on an unarmed foe.. Tins rcnnnds one of 
tin situ it ot tlu old romance. Orlando h wing taken tin fiwt im nml 
cannon from the. King of Friza, throws it into the sea .with the most 
heroic HeerB ions V et the heroes ot 'clrivalrv.thtnk.it-no disgrace ..to 
hike"'every advantage afforded hy invulnerable hides ami ..enchanted 
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Luxurious here, Hleiudn’s harvests smile. 

And here, .disdainful of the seaman’s toil, 

The whirling tides of Jaquefc furious roar; 

Alike their rarre when swelling to the shore. 

Or, tumbling backward to the deep, they force 
The boiling fury of their gulry course :. 

Against their headlong rage nor oars nor sails, 
The stemming prow alone, hard toil'd, prevails. 
Cambaya here begins her wide domain ; 

A thousand-cities-here shall own the reign 
Of Lisboa's monnrehs. He who first shall crown 
Thy labours, Gawa. : here shall boast his own. 

The length'ning sea that washes India's strand. . 
And laves the cape that points to Ceylon's land ; 
(The Taprobanian isle.'* renown’d of yore). 

Shall see his ensigns blaze from shore to shore, v 
Behold how many a realm, array’d in green. - 
The Ganges’ shore and Indus’ hank between ! • 
Here tribes nnnumber’d. and of various lore, 

With wofnl penance fiend-like shapes adore :. 
Some Macon’s orgies:~ all confess the sway 
Of r : Te- that shun, like nvtrhlimr ghost«. the uay, 
HarsinQ-a's fair domain behold: of yore 
Here slmnc the gilded ti vans of Melhtpore. 

H'-re India’s anpeL. wtoplng o’er tin' tomb 
Where Thomas sb'et sd imp! u’c the day in conn*, 
Tin day ford->kl. when India's utmost shore 
•Again shall hear Messiahs blissful lore. 


> TTftt'r ? > i.dii'i % la\ur* Kuna -IVm dr (Lind, of 
whom-see the preface. - . - 

2 Cevlnu • ' ■ . ■ 

't[i rr,t'i'h t. —Macui, a name- of tln> hl.thphwe 

d .ni>, 

f f It / •,, < .7 ^ * ~JJ i„ rc i- (‘if 1 tr d . Hn 

A d ' \ ofh ’> mu '>f.Ls iln'n<»hd 

to fliyur iirr’r <4 p-eiry. Uuf f<> b.ijwbtu-:>n —— 

< - 1*1 \> r i tli i * i in i < n f t M I «< in i“ 

T* n '■( »• ,u\i foun.h :*> M.i b.K'.ur- of tin* !;•.n»'“-<:ng s ‘r 
cf h ibt- ■k'b'j.n of bn the p-nii. and of the 
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: By Indus* .ba-xtks t-lie holy -prophet trod, 

And Ganges heard him preach the Saviour-God; 


.■ future missions, in consequence, of the discoveries which are the sub- 
--.ject. of it. : ' 

"' •.••'The Christians-of St. Thomas,- found in Malabar, on the arrival of 
r Gama, wo have already? mentioned. • - The.'-Jesuit -missionaries- have 

■ given most pompous , accounts of the Christian antiquities of India 
v and China. .When The Portuguese arrived in India, the head of the, 

■ Malabar Christians, named Jacob,- styled himself Metropolitan of 
: India and China; And a Syriac hreviarv * of the Indian Christians 

- offers praise to God for sending St. Thomas to India and China. In 
; jd625, in digging tor a foundation nearSigansu,.metropolis ol the pio- 
!..!(;■vince of Xensi, was found a stone with a cross on it, full of Chinese, 
Gland some Syriac characters, containing the names of bishops, and an 
jit account of the Christian religion, “that it was brought from Judea; 
jo that having been weakened, it was renewed under the reign of the great 
f Tam ” .(eft. a.ix 030). ' -Blit the Christians, say-.the Jesuits, siding.with 
-! :■ the Tartars, civ. a.i>. 1200, were extirpated by. the Chinese. In IMS, 
f: Fernand Pluto,, observing some ruins near Peking, was told by the 
1 people, that 200 years before, a holy man who worshipped Jesus Christ, 
?ji born of a- virgin, lived there.; and being murdered, was thrown into .a 
[.'■•river .-but his body would not sink; and soon after the city was destroyed. 

!: by an earthquake. The same Jesuit found people at Caminam who knew 
ft the doctrines of Christianity, which they said were preached to their 
P fathers, by John, the disciple of Thomas. In. 1635, some heathens, t,y 
H night passing through a-village in the province of Foki.en, saw some 
stones; which emitted light, under which were found- the figure o). 

• 'crosses; • Prom China, St. Thomas returned to Meliapore in Malabar, 

; at a time when a prodigious beam of timber floated, on the sea near 

i' tim coast. 1 The king endeavoured to bring it-ashore. but, all the force 
•t: o.{ tnewand elephants was in vain. St. Thomas.desired ltuve lo build 

• a ehureii with it. and immediately dragged it to shore with a single 

; -thread. A. church was built, and the king baptized. This • fcin aged 

r the lirahmins, the chief of whom killed Ins own. son, and accintd 
j Thomas of the-murder.- But the-saint...by restoring tile youth .to hie, 
i .- discovered the wickedness of his enemies. He was afterward,s killed 
•! bvw lance while kneeling at the altar; after, according-.to tradition, 
1 lu had hndt :.J00 slab ly chinches m;n:v ofwbmh wore ri Unit on 800, 

: Siv an Armenian named' Thomas Gammc-ws.-. In 1533. the bod) of the 
G arwis-ilmwi th the : head of-the lance beside him,was found in his church 
I by 11 Huart.' d< Mom na; and in l.V>H was, by I>. Court.intnw de 


Gm. To tjio.se accounts:, selected from Faria y 
■liu-bo ndd.d \\ Il< n Aimtsn A lorn euo A U7 a 
, i, <i! In \\i>( m uif-ni to Um,. numb-d wttn 
kb were explained by a .learned .U-vJ. .an dim- 
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Fir’d by the rage that gnaws the conscious breast 
Of holy fraud, when worth shines forth confess’d, 

Hell he invokes, nor hell in vain he sues ; 

His son’s life-gore his wither’d hands imbrues; 

which .they -say represent.- the- Divine Nature.# But are there any 
, '■ traces of-' these 'opinions . in the accounts which the Greek and. Homan 
writers have given us of.-the- Brahmins ? And will the wise pay any 
credit to the authority of those books which the-.public never saw. and 
which,by the obligation of their keepers-, they are never to see; and 
some of which; by the confession of their Keepers, since the appearance 
of Mohammed, have been rejected ? Tire Platonic idea of a trinity of 
; divine attributes was well known to the ancients,- yet perhaps- the 
|| Atlianasian controversy offers a fairer field to the conjcctnrist. That 
controversy- for several ages engrossed .the conversation.of the East. 
All the subtilty of the Greeks was called forth, and no speculative 
contest was ever more universally or warmly disputed; so warmly, that 
■ it is a certain .fact tMt Mohammed, by inserting- into bis Koran some 

• .declarations in favour of the Arians, gained innumerable proselytes to 
his new religion. Abyssinia, Egypt-. Syria, Persia, and Armenia were 

i perplexed with this unhappy dispute, and from the earliest times those 
countries have bad a commercial intercourse with India, The num- 
' her. blasphemy, and-absurdity of the Jewish legends of the Talmud 
and Targums, bear a striking resemblance to the. holy legends of the 
Brahmins. The Jews also assert the great antiquity of their Tab 

• mudioal legends. Adam,.Enoch, and Noah are maned among their 
‘•authors-;.but- we know their date; Jerusalem, ere their birth, was 

destroyed by Titus. -We- also know, that the accounts which the 
Greek*-writers give off the Brahmins fall infinitely shot off those ox-- 
travagances which are confessed even by their modern admirer:-. 
And Mohammedanism'does, not differ from Christianity, more than the 
account-which- -even- these gentlemen give, does from that of Porphyry. 
, . That laborious philosopher, though possessed of all the.knowledge ot 
his age, though be mentions their .metempsychosis and penances, has 
not it. word of any of their idols, or the legends of Brahma or his 
-brothers On tho r -contrary, be represents their .worship ns_ extremely 
-"••pure and simple. Strabo’s account of them is similar. And Eusebius 
in- mMiuu us the; worshipped no images t ok the nun >1 of 
the modern Europeans in India,-innumerable were their idols; and all 
the superstition of ancient Egypt, in the adoration of animals and 
fVesroHbio'R,- -j>e*'in<tfl -more than revived by the Brahmins.. Mho that 
c msid. a this staking altujtini in flndt fcahm-s. e,in withhold ha 
■ -contempt. wlirnr he is told of the religious care with which these plulo-. 
Kopbca ha\e these tom ihoii-and voais pit-mud then sacud liu-. 

» ,<. I,w wiOonl.t. 1 t.vthUc antl’ui mliVl xi<> tie- .niUumn of u a r «■<- 
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Then, bold assuming the vindictive ire, -. . 

And all the passions:of the-Avofnl. sire. 

Weeping, he bends before the Indian throne, 

Arraigns the holy man, and wails his son : . 

A band of hoary priests attest the deed. 

And India’s king condemns the seer to bleed. 

Inspir'd by Heav'n the holy victim stands. : - 
And o’er the murder’d corse extends his hands : 

‘ In God’s dread power, thou slaughter’d yonth.- arise, 
And name thy murderer.' aloud he erics. - 
When, dread to view, the deep wounds .instant dose. 
And, fresh in life, the slaughter'd youth arose. 

And- nam’d his treaeh’rous sire. The conscious air - 
Quiver'd, and awful horror raised the. hair 
On ev’ry head. From Thomas India’s king 
The holy sprinkling of the living spring . 

IIeceives. and wide o’er all his regal bounds , - 
The God of Thomas ev’ry tongue resounds. 

Long taught, the holy seer the words of life • 

The priests of Brahma still to deeds ox strife 
(So boil’d their ire) the blinded herd imped'd. 

And high, to deatMui.ra.ge, their rancour svyell’d. . • 
Twas on a day, when melting on histougne - 
TIcaGnV rfibr'd mercies glow'd, the impawn' throng, 
K-ising in madd’ning tempest, round him shower’d 
The splinter’d Hint: in vain the flint-tv as pour'd; 

But Heav’n had itow his finish'd labours seal'd ; 

His angel guards withdraw the etherml shield 
•A Brahmin’s .javelin tears his holy breast.—-*-— 

Ah Heav’n, what wm? tie- widow'd land exprisA! 
Thee, Thoiuav. thee. dm plaintive Ganges Mourn'd . 1 
And Indus’ banks the minor.‘ring mo,.r> reiurnVi; 
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O’er ev’ry valley where thy footsteps stray’d, 

The hollow winds the gliding sighs convey’d. 

What woes the mournful face of India wore, 

These woes in living pangs his people bore. 

His sons, to whose illumin’d minds he gave 
To view the ray that shines beyond the grave, 

His pastoral sons bedew’d his corse with tears, 

While high triumphant through the heav’nly spheres, 

With songs of joy, the smiling angels wing 
His raptur’d spirit to the eternal King. 

O you, the followers of the holy seer, 

Foredoom’d the shrines of Heav’n’s own lore to rear, 

You, sent by Heav’n his labours to renew, 

Like him, ye Lusians, simplest Truth pursue. 1 

1 Like him, ye Lusians, simplest Truth pursue .—It is now time 
to sum u*p what has been said of the labours of the Jesuits. Diamet¬ 
rically opposite to this advice was their conduct in every Asiatic 
country where they pretended to propagate the gospel. Sometimes 
we find an individual sincere and pious, but the great principle 
which always actuated them as a united body was the lust of power 
and secular emolument, the possession of which they thought could 
not be better secured than by rendering themselves of the utmost- 
importance to the see of Rome. In consequence of these principles, 
wherever they came their first care was to find what w-ere the great 
objects of the fear and adoration of the people. If the sun was 
esteemed the giver of life, Jesus Christ was the Son of that luminary, 
and they were his younger brethren, sent to instruct the ignorant. 
If the barbarians were in dread of evil spirits, Jesus Christ came 
on purpose to banish them from the world, had driven them from 
Europe,* and the Jesuits were sent to the East to complete his 
unfinished mission. If the Indian converts still retained a veneration 
for the powder of burned cow-dung,- the Jesuits made the sign of the 
cross over it, and the Indian besmeared himself with it as usual. 
Heaven, or universal matter, they told the Chinese, was the God of 
the Christians, and the sacrifices of Confucius were solemnized in 
the churches of the Jesuits. This worship of Confucius, Voltaire, 
with his wonted accuracy, denies. But he ought to have known 
that this, with the worship of tien, or heaven, had been long com¬ 
plained of at the court of Rome (see Dupin), and that after the 
strictest scrutiny the charge was fully proved, and Clement XL, in 
1703, sent Cardinal Tournon to the ^mali remains of the Jesuits 
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Behind the veil’s broad glare she glides away. 

; And leaves a rotten form, of lifeless, painted clay. 

“ Much have you view’d of future Lusian reign ; 

■ Broad empires yet, and kingdoms wide, remain, 

Scenes of your future toils and glorious .sway—. 

And lo, how wide expands the Gangic bay ! 

Narsiuga here in num’rous legions hold, 

And here Oryxa boasts her cloth of gold. 

The Ganges here in many a stream divides, 

> Diffusing plenty from his fatb’ning tides, 
lAs through Bcngala’s vip’ning vales he glides: 

, IhTor may the fleetest hawk, untir’d, explore 
ij i "Where end the ricy groves that crown the shore, 
lit There view .what wt>es demand your pious aid ! 
is On 'beds and.litters, o’er the.margin laid, 

The dying 3 lift their hollow eyes, and crave 

■ Some pitying hand to hurl them in the wave. 

' I. Tims Heav’n (they deern), though vilest guilt they bore 
: Unwept, unchanged, will view that guilt no more. 

n There, eastward, Arracan her line extends; 
i 1 And Pegu’s mighty empire southward bends: 

! Pegu, whose sons (so held old faith) confess’d 
A dog their sire ; ' 2 their deeds the tale attest. 

I A pious queen their horrid vagq restrain’d; 3 
' Yet. still their fury Nature's God arraign'd. 


1 The (hjina .—The innumerable superstitious performed ..n Ur' 
>jtn] s of tli<‘ mo t-bmge-, altord a pitiable picture of the we>l no-~ 
of humanity. The circumstances hove mentioned are literally fnn-. 
■'It--in-no-uncommon scene for the English ships to be surrounded with 
the corpse® which cyme thuting down this hallowed stieam. 


1 }'>.f]u, whose son? (so held old faiih) c.onjnr < 
• : A -''T.-h A dog iheir site.— . - ' . 

(The tradition'"of this country boasted this infamous a 
original: While other ovations pretend to-be descended 
the Peguans werecontented to trace tlieir,pedigree, tr< 
woman "and a dog; the only living einatures which su 
wro'di on their co.vt.--See Eaiin. * 

* A yii'Ui Ipic'/I) their horrid m\tn rest rain’d. —Thus it 


id impossible 

of demi-gods, 
in a Chinese 
wived a ship- 

the originnJ: 


1 Arpii soarde nninie no instrumento 
-Da gcriK/ao oostuiniio, o que nsarao 
«l , oi' in-.tnha da Kaynhn, <jue inventundu 
Tal tibo, deiinti fora o error m fando." 


Z 



Ah. mark the thunders rolling o'er the sky : 

Yes, bath'd m gore, shall rank pollution lied 

"TV here-to the morn the towers of Tara shine* 
Begins great Siam’s empire’s far-stretch’d line. 

On Qaeda’s .fields the genial rays inspire 
The richest gust of spieery's fragrant, fire. 

Malacca’s cast-led harbour here survey, 

The wealthful .seat foredoom'd of Lusian sway. 

Here to their port- the Lnsian fleets 'shall-■‘steer, 

From er’ry shore far .'round assembling here 
The fragrant, treasures of the eastern world : 

Here from the shore by rolling ■'earthquakes hurl'd,. 
Through' waves all foam, Sumatra’s isle was riy’iu ; 
And, raid white whirlpools, down the ocean driv vn 1 
To this fair isle, the golden Chersonese. 

Sonic- deem the sapient monarch''.plough’d'the seas.: 
Ophir its Tyrian name . 2 in whirling roars : 

How fierce the tide boils down these clasping shores 
High: from the strait,the hmgth’ning coast 'afar 
Its moouliko curve points to the northern star, . 
Opening its bosom to the silver ray . ' . . 

'When fair'Aurora pours'the infant day... ' : 

Patane and Pain, and nameless .nations more, 

Who rear their tents on -Menavn’s winding shore,, 
Their vassal tribute yield to Siam's throne; , ■ 

And thousands -more,* of. laws, of names unkno wn. 


•’ And 'mid •«*?< tie--teh>ripml& down ■ Hi e driven. -See, 
scconnt of.Sidlv. Vir;:. .dCn. iii.. 

- Ojjnrit- 'J\rhn -AmAm ha-MM-on !>y‘"--n< e-M 

Ophir <>f hie IMy k rijinr-, hut tn> thcni-■< m’ if. 

knfahi. and its Kitimtion. favour the chum of thfU Ethiojiiun i. 
Boehort. Geng. Sacr. ■" v. 

■ - And-. lhnii.in.wte morn. — ’the extensive .coni! tries - bctwc< 
nrO Cnina. Ph.!. :ny pin. • - Ins m m-uters, iin-l%\br'- 

: vvllo found•* men without h'eadAwhn saw and. spoke. Hsroutru 
their hre.-.sts, 5 'or,nt;ui:-'s still very impw'Vf.ly know;:, 'bn 
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That vast of land inhabit. Proud and bold, 

Proud, of their numbers, here the Laos hold 
The far-spread lawns ; the skirting hills obey 
The.-barb rous: Avas’,-and the Brahma’s sway. 

Lo, distant far, another mountain chain 
.'Hears its rude cliffs, the Guio’s dread domain; 

Here brutaliz’d the human form is seen. 

The manners fiend-like,as the brutal.mien : . 

With- frothing'jaws they suet the human blood. 

And gnaw the reeking limbs , 1 their sweetest food ; 

i 1 -And gnaw the reeking limbs .—Much-lias been said on this subject, 
-some denying and others asserting the existence of anthropophagi or 
hi;.man-eaters.Porphyry (de Abstin. i.-i § 2L * ) says' tiiat the Mnssa.- 
i': $ret;e and Derbices' (people - of north-eastern - Asia), esteeming those 
ii- iiio ; -t miserable who died of sickness, ,wlim their: parents, and rehi- 
irons grew old, killed and ate them,, bolding it more honourable 
$ thus to consume them than that they should be destroyed by Tenpin, 
if- Si- Jerome lias adopted ibis word for word , and lias added-.to: it's.u 
| nnlhontv of his own: ‘* Quid Joquar.” says he,.<Adv. Jov. 1.2, e. 0;, “he 
i • e-etc-ris nat-onibus; cum ipse adolescentulus in Gallia viderhu Seotus, 

! geni.eni Eritannicam, luuuanis vesci carnibns, et cum per sylvas po:- 
: cbrirai greges et armeniorum, peeudumqne. reperiaht, pastoruxn nates. 

' ht iteminavnm .papillas solere abscindere, et has solas ciboriiin.dcliciat’ 
arbitrari V ”. Maudovylle ought next to be cited. “Aftirwarde. nun 
gon be rinatiy yles'be see unto a yle that men clepeh Millie : there is.a 
.full cursed peple•: thei delyten imne thing.more than to .lighten and 
-, to lie-men; and to di-ynken glndlyest marines blood, which, they-depen 
. JJjeu.V—P,. 235. Yet, whatever absurdity may appear on the face <■' 
these iaiefi; and wbftt can bo more absurd than to suppose thut a few 
wild Hcots or Irish (for the name was then proper to Ireland), should. 

■ so lord it iu- Qoui. as to eat the breasts of tlio.women and the hips cl 
tlip'shonbordnv- lei, vviialever abs mimes our Mmidcvvlles may have 
■ oliiTUded on w public, flic evidence ol the. inci.- is nor thereby whoi.v 
•!•••• destroyed.. Thougli Itumpicr. and other visitors of barbarous nations 
have insured us that they never met with, any nwn-oatcr.s, and though 
‘Vsltaire-lifiS-ridiculed the opinion,.y«t one may venture the afRutimi 
of their existence.- withoutpartaking of *a credulity similar, to that of 
•i.bosr» tomsiiwrs, who believed t-lmt the men ol Ivcnt wen; horn -witn 
l,u t, l.Vr Slurp (h,' i imbiu's I'm'»>(•). fie ] n ' shin nt mf.it n i 
upon them tor tiie lnu hIov Ot ’l.bosuns a Ih-.-kct, Jlnlu -ir,; flu. 
- credible accounts,- thm ditierem. ■buvbnr'Sv-: nations used to cat U>-h- 
|,j .ii . p \> tt Ac' oi ling in !h< autbf lehr mil nf im b- 
1’. ill ’i - viiiti, in- lit liu o! ih i/d i u ‘in i.iJi t v 
bro.i lit < r u ti < r o qdiw s in 1 bit' i i > v s n 1 ,r t - c r u mi . 
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Horrid, with tigur'd seams ot’ burning steel. 

•Tbeir wolf-like frowns their ruthless lusfc reveal... 

Oambaya there the blue-tinged Mecon laves. 

Mecon ihe eastern hTile. whose swelling waves. 

1 Captain of rivers ' nam’d, o'er many a- clime, • 

In annual period, pour their fatthiing slime. 

The simple natives of these lawns believe 

That other worlds the souls of beasts receive : 1 ■ 

at last roasted and greedily devoured their mangled limbs. During 
his torture the unhappy victim prided himself in ills manly courage, 
upbraiding their want of skill in the art of tormenting, and telling 
his murderers that -his. belly. had. been the grave of many: of their 
relations. -Thus the fact was certain long before a late. voyage 
discovered the horrid practice an .New. Zealand. To, drink ■ human 
Wood lms been more common. The Gauls and other ancient nations 
practised it. When Magalisaens proposedChristianity in.the King 
of Subo. a north-eastern .Asiatic island, arid -when Francis ,de Castro 
discovered Fan tig-ana and other Uiitnds. a hundred leagues north .of 
the Moluccas, the- conversion of their kings was continued by .each 
party drinking of the blood of the. other. Oar poet Spenser toils us. in 
ids View of the State ot Ireland, that be has seen the Irish drink 
human blood.• particularly;- he adds, at the -execution, of-a -notable 
traitor ;tt Limerick, called 'K.irxogh OMIrien.T saw an old womatu who 
v.as his foster-mother, take un his head -whilst ho-was quartering and 
suck-'tip nil Ihe blood that run thereout, saying, that the eatth-was uot 
worthy to drink it. and Ihu-v-hh ul-o her ;.k*c »nd breast 

mid tine her hair, -crying outami shrieking rmst- terribly." : It is 
Ainiiy of regard that tie mi-tom of marking tamteehe-, with hm 
irons, and' tattooing, is characteristic both of the (Inins of- (lamoens 
and of the present- inhabitants of New. Zealand. And if, as- its 
uurniL .ydjcii''. *,h>‘ jd’v 5 n} Otdirdr va- 1.: t pe 'pie 1 by a *4‘ip- 
-A-reck, the friendship existing in a. .small - sne.icty:- might, .easily 
obliterate the memory of one cus-frui. vhih- the h s-> nufticndly fci 
of tattooing was handed down, a -memorial that they owed their origin 
to the north-eastern, parts • -of -Asia.. where that-custom particularly, 
prevails. - 

- ()(’, - i ‘(h On >' r '‘if T cif Quf rn T'h/dxib 

it! I i h 1 It ! I !tr t r 1 d) l hr 

* \ , r I ( j I fir , tj ' wj U <t r n 

Vid. -- n'tji (>i. 11 »i I w b *! i i 1 JiutK' of Tf -si! i’i r }',m m m 
tribes been.- that not only*' their- animals,- but - eveu.-.tbe- -ghosts ol 

<nr diii-'ii’ ,jf< -i ,k j v l,r, * < J’* -v r 1 h m cup toy tinrn in 
•I., jeh-tit? *f the bhcl. Long -re thr voire ..f philosophy »»■ 
lu.trd if e rpi* .r.n of ' -j uter <d ,h v c p pt.l.ir in On rr>,, Th< work- 
• i lionn-r b'">T :rc«r:tf id-- ikv .,t ' his. And there is not n fbu- 

' , J„ * r . j, ■ uu r i ill- *i r i"' i io'. i. than'li it in 

< r <jfi .pi '■'clnti' upon tin- topic. than beikf declined, ana. 
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Where the fierce murd’rer-wolf, to pains decreed, 
Sees the mild lamb enjoy the- heav’nly mead. 

Oh gentle Vccon , 1 on thy friendly shore 
Long shall the mnse her sweetest off’rings pour ! 
When tyrant ire, chaf’d by the blended lust 
Of pride outrageous, and revenge unjust, 

Shall on the guiltless exile burst their rage, 

And madd’ning tempests on their side engage, 
Preserv’d by Hoav’n the song of Lusian fame, 

The song. 6 Vasco, snored to thy name, 

Wet. from the whelming surge, shall triumph o’er 
'The -fate of shipwreck on the Mccon’s shore, 

Here rest secure as on the muse's breast ! 

Happy the deathless song, the bard, alas, unblest 

VCEiampa there her fragrant coast; extends, 
There Oochin-China’s-cultnr’d laud ascends: 
from Anam Bay begins the ancient reign 
-Of China’s beauteous art-adorn’d domain ; 




as the great Baron observes, the most learned, became the most, 
atheistical ages. The reason of this is obvious. While the human 
ndml is all simplicity, popular opinion. is cordially received; but, when 
reasoning begins,.proof is expected, and deficiency of demonstration 
being perceived,.doubt and disbelief naturally follow. Yet, strange as 
h may nnpeiuvif the writer’s memory does not greatly-deceive hint, 
these- -.certain' faets -were denied -by .Hobbes. If he is not greatiy 
mistaken, timt gentleman, who gave a wretched, a most tin poetical 
translation of Homer, lias so grossly misunderstood Jus author, as to. 
: assert that his mention of a future state was not m conformity to the 
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And here ilie firombling needle sought the north. 

Ere Time in Europe brought the wonder forth. 

nature, is in this nation of atheists, and most stupid of all idolaters, 
common us that charter’d libertine^ the air. Destitute, even in idea, of 
(hat elevation of soul which is . expressed by the best sense of the 
word piety, in the time of calamity whole provinces are desolated by 
self-murder; an end, as Hume says, of some of the admired names of 
i Va : hti<jiiity.j''h<)t'. unworthy.' of so detestable a character. And, as .it is. 
A; always; found congenial to baseness, of heart, the most "dastardly 

- cowardice completes the description of that of the Chinese. 

Unimproved as their arts is their learning. Though their language 
| consists of few words, it is almost, impossible for a..stranger to attain 
|jt : the art of speaking, it. And what a European learns ! ere lie is seven 
if . y ears old, , to read, is the labour of the life of a Chinese. In place of 
•i mir 24; letters, they have more than .60,000 marks, which compose their 
f£ writings; ’and their paucity of words, all of which may be attained in 
■I a few.hours, requires such an infinite variety of tone and action, that 
lit the-slightest mistake in modulation renders the speaker unintelligible, 
f ' And in addressing a great man, in place of “my Lord,” you limy ca!! 
|t .lum a beast, the-word being the same, all -the -difference consisting m 
| the tone of it. A-language like this must ever be a bar to the progress 
arid accomplishments of literature. Of medicine they are very ignorant. 
The'giniseng, which they pretended was a- universal remedy, is found 
to lie' a root .of -no :■ singular • virtue. Their books consist of odes 
." without poetry, and of moral maxims, excellent in themselves, hut 
. without illvestigaiioii or . reasoning. For, to philosophical discussion. 

‘ ; and; metaphysics; they seem utterly strangers ; and, when taught 
. ' mathematics *b 5 T the Jesuits, their greatest men .were lost- in astonish-. 

ment nWhatever their political wisdom lias been, at present it is uar- 
. : roiv-aiid barbarous. 1 Jealous lest strangers should steal theirarts—arts'- 

which-'are excelled at Dresden, andotlier pares of Europe—they preclude 

- themselves from the great advantages which arise from an intercourse 
: with civilized-nations. - Yet, in the laws'which they impose on every 

foreign ship which enters their ports for traffic, they even exceed the. 
tU'Vcunningknd'ft.Variee:of the Dutch. In their internal policy 1 the- military 
government of Home under the emperors is revived, with accumulated 
barbarism. -Tn-evcry. city and-province -the military are the constables. 

' and peace-officers. ’ What a picture is this!. Nothing but Ulnnese or 
Dutch "industry could preserve the. traflie and population of. a country- 
under the control of armed ruffians. But, hcuce - the -emperor has 
Insure to cultivate his gardens, and to mile despicable odes to hi- 
concubines. 

'Whatever was'-their., most ancient doctrine,"-certain- it is that 
the'-' legislators who formed the .present* system of China -presented to. 
••♦hcir-pwpki-iio-ot-hor object of .worship than Tim- Kami /.the material 

- heavens :itid their influencing -power; -.-by which an intelligent principle . 

: - is excluded. Act, finding that the human mind in (lie rudest-breasts- 

is oonseimn oi its weakness, and prone to beliew^the occurrences of 
lifr uudci trn po.wrii huh) ir unlucky ob-uu,uu- tiny pi multi d 
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Not built, created seems the frowning mound » 1 

O'er loftiest mountain tops, and vales profound y 

.Extends the wourirousleugtli.witli warlike castles crown’d. ) 
immense the northern wastes their horrors spread; 1 ’ 

In frost and snow the seas and shores are clad. 

in danger of being devoured by a -huge dragon..-• The stars were 
considered as the directors of human affairs, and thus their-Roasted 
astronomy ends in that silly imposition, judicial astrology." -Though 
. they 3md made some observations on the revolutions .of the planets, 
and though in the emperors palace there was an observatory,-the 
lirst apparatus -of proper instruments ever known in China was 
.introduced by Father Yerbiest. After this it need scarcely .be added-, 
that their -astronomical observations which pretend no antiquity .of 
•tdiO-iL i w 1«( a- ill 1 1) ,uk Y \ ml ihn th< (inn i 

themselves, when instructed by tho Jesuits, vvepo obligedAo own that 
their calculations -were erroneous and impossible. ,- The -great-credit 
and. admiration which tlieir astronomical and jeatitemai-iiSi Inunv- 
ledge procured to the Jesuits, -at ford- an indubitable .continuation vof 

- these facts. ’ - - 

Ridiculous as their astronomical,- arc their historical aniipniiies. 
After all Voltaire has said of it. the oldest .date to which tlieir history 
in i 1 >- x n x m tsmbxxt. 01*0 t > T>n thi mu ’ i 1 x i s 

years, then we - have- the names of some others, .hut without- .any 
detail of actions, or that ooncatrmrtion of i-veni- «hh-h di-ltn uiishes 

p rf i t ft i xl (it I i it _ ) lit! 3ti th t !h 

o j d f t "if ‘ 7 1 t b i * t [ i t i 1 1 Ln t tm i 

interrupted, hv a wide chasm, which the Chinese.-Jtnow-.not.- hew to 
fill up otherwise, than by asserting that a •■century. or - ( wo elapsed in 
ll r r X 1 ' * x XX Ifni l t a ! i x t n ! ft t i r re 

btiCi ti hi'* o , i •* t ! S ii f, 11 t ( >' i 7[, < n, ln„ J> (i itir> t'i 

tliow- Monkish biles, which scut a. daughter of Phnr«uii to -he queen 
V h d i i. X hid, '-mi Ft t* i- to E' F n-<’ jwj t g „ Cm, ot di 

to lea eh penonl'among the mountains in Wales.. 

1 h ex lb u.jlibrt, re?f *.■ tl.h- hircii ■ w--T.xrhiry. 

Hansa of Thibet Tavfnry-shall co&ndcte n«y view .of the. superstitions 
, ’ , - V J - : , . \ - i *, r t it !. 

v r.fuc «.I i. tnit --p~ la' ‘ 'Wi t n I 1 t .'rod in 

I- r - I _ 1 X o - *‘if x , J , ( t x i,)P i l X X 1 t*i 

- Id m 5 i, \ui >d' 1,» i t . -( r d 1 t 1 v ! - t tx \ ,!*'«, 1 ih 
h'cul i< x*,,',-. rest t> a, ioe* •! 1 ‘i> pi tv i~ >t ie- * v-htpp' f 

He y it ruddv well-Jxvldng young rmm. at«at 25 or-.27, and is the 
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Those shores forsake, to future ages due: 

A woi'hl of: islands claims thy hapniev view, 

Where lavish Nature all her bounty pours, 

And flowers and fruits of evTy fragrauce showers. 

Japan behold; beneath the globe’s broad face 
Northward she sinks, the nether seas embrace 
Her eastern bounds; what glorious fruitage there, 
illustrious Gama, shall thy.labours bear! 

How bright a silver mine ! 1 when Hcav’n’s own lore 
.From pagan dross shall purify her ore. 

“ Beneath the sprendiug wings of purple morn, 

' Behold what isles these glist’ning seas, adorn! 

: ’Mid hundreds yet pnnam’d, Ternate behold ! 

By day, her llill r in pitchy clouds inroll’d, 

By night^ like rolling waves, the sheets of fire 
.Blaze o’er the,seas, and high to he.av’n aspire. 

■..For/.Lusian hands here blooms the fragrant clove, 

■ But Tiusian. blood, shall sprinkle evTy grove. 

The golden birds that ever.sail the"skies-' 

■ ■Here'to the sun display their shining dyes, 

Kach want supplied, on air they ever soar; 

The grou nd they touch not 2 till they breathe no more, 

place. Princes of very distant provinces send tribute to this deity 
and implore his blessing, and., as Voltaire, has merrily told us, think 
t themselves secure of benediction if favoured with something from his 
eodship, esteemed more sacred than the hallowed cow-dung of the 
Brahmins. V 

:; >;■ Eow bright a silver mines— By . this.beautiful metaphor (omitted 
S by Gastera) Ganioensialludes to the great success, which in his. time 
attended the Jesuitmissionaries in Japan. James I. sent an' embassy 
to the : sovereign, and opened a trade with this conn try. hut it was 
soon suffered to decline. The Dutch are the only Europeans wlm 
now '.traffic, with the Japanese, which .it.- is said they, obtain by 
.trampling ion.-'.the: cfdss V and, by abjuring .tlie Christian name:: In 
. religion the-Japanese, ate much the same as -their neighbours o'f Chinn* 
V Atid ■'■in'''the■■■frequency of. self-murder, says Voltaire, they, vie with 
their brother islanders of England. - 
V- ; -rThti.grwnd they ionch: not.— Diesc are commonly called the birds 

■ of Paradise. ■ It was the old erroneous opinion that they : always, 
■■^soared- -in the-air, and that the female hatched her young on the back; 

■of th-c male. Their feathers hear a mixture of the most beautiful 
.t/m<. pmph , *nd goldin oolouis, which Ime a due eJut m the rays 
of the sun. . 
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Hero Banda’s isles their fair embroid'ry spread 
Of various fruitage, azure,.'white, arid red; 

And birds of ev'ry beauteous plume display 
Their glittering radiance, as. from spiny to spray, 

From bower to bower, on busy wings they rove, 

To seize the tribute of the spicy strove. 

Borneo here expands her ample breast, w 
By Nature's hand in woods of camphor dress'd 
The precious liquid, weeping from the trees, •: ' 

Glow? warm with health, the balsam of disease. 

Fair are Timora’s dales'.with- .groves array’d.- . 

Fanli rir’let. murmurs in the fragrant, shade, . 

And. in its crystal breast, displays the bowers.. . 

Of Sanders, bksr with hcalth-rostorimr powers 
Where to the south the world’s broad sitrfnco bends,- . . 
Lo, Snnda’s realm her spreading arms extends. -•r 
From hence the pilgrim-brings the wondrous kiln/. 

A river groaning through a-dreary dale 

(For all'is stone around) converts to-sumo ... - 

Whate’erof verdure in its breast is thrown.-. 

J,o. "learning blue, o'er fair Sumatra’s .skies,. 

- Another mountain's trembling flames arise; . 

Her.- from tbe trees the gum “ all fragrance swells, 

And softest oil a-wondrous.fountain wells. 

Nor these alone the happy- isle, bestows. 

Fine is In r gold, her Alb resplendent "lows. 

Wide forests tin re bemafh Maldivirbs ride s 
From wbh’riug air their wurulrou'- umitage hide. 

Kiui am c.'nr,, ti in a..my ;vsi*>~-. iVmm iO'iiku*''.' iUwqihuiii t 5 
the / v >t .--ive 0 .I.]*-,' —■ th i--, ,-ut i!:j, i- a lain ,!•>. Thf u >n • ■ 

,, -on 1 ■uu” e- no ; mr m 1 1 itii w t et.')< «bub adhi r n_ 

t. tie la -. A, ,, ,<.-,1 * .I'O v oj ir ei,an„e],lt.ml< >. mi 
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The green-hair’d Nereids tend the bow’ry dells, 

Whose wondrous fruitage poisonV rage expels. 

In Ceylon, lo, how high yon mountain’s brows! 

The sailing clouds its middle height enclose. 

Holy the hill is deem’d, the hallow’d tread 
Of sainted footstep 1 marks its rocky head. 

"Lavkl by the Red Sea gulf, Socotra’s bowers 
There boast the tardy aloe’s beauteous flowers. 

On Afrio’s strand, foredoom’d to Lusian sway, 

Behold these isles, and rocks of dusky gray ; 
from cells unknown here bounteous ocean pours 
The fragrant amber on the sandy shores. 

And lo, the Island of the Moon 2 displays 
Her vernal lawns, and nnm’rous peaceful bays : 

The halcyons 8 Jio^ring o’er the bays are seen, 

And lotting herds adorn the vales of green. . 

!! Thus, from the cape where sail was ne’er unfurl'd. 

..Till'thine, auspicious, sought the eastern world, \ 

To utmost wave, where the morning, star 
Sheds the pale lustre of her silver car, 

Thine eyes have view’d the empires and the isles. 

The world immense, that crowns thy glorious toils—- 
That world where ev’ry boon is shower'd from. Heav'n, 
••How to the West, by thee, great chief, is giv’n.' 1 

1 Tilt trend of sainted fooMcp .—The imprint of n hv.mun foot is found 
on the high mountain. called the Tic of Adam. Legendary tradition 
says, that Adam, after he was expelled.from .-Paradise, did' penance 
aOO years-on-this hill, on which ho left the print of. his footstep. This 
+'d>‘ >■< jiis to L» .!■ \w h, 01 .Mohammedan, iortlu* liitno wan dim: t 1 
(’uptaiu Kr.ox (who was twenty jcar> u captive in f’erien). pn tend 
the impression was made by the god lludha. when he at-emnled to 
heaven,’after having, for the salvatnm of .mankind, appeared on the 
earth. -J-lis priests beg e’narity for the .sake of JJndluv, whose worship 
-‘•.'th» ! ‘Vm6rfor>n:-ainoji'Hr--groves oi the Bosrahah-weo, under which;-when- 
on earth, they snv he usually sat and tanaftt. 

* And hfih-Jdnnd ofiht dfam.—Mndagawmi ftthur namtd b> the 
natives 
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“ And still, 0 blest-, thy. peerless honours grow, 

•jKew op'ning views the smiling fates bestow. 

"With alter'd face the moving globe behold; 

There ruddy ev’ning sheds her beams of gold. 

"While now. on Afric-’s bosom faintly die 
The last pale glimpses of the twilight sky, 

Bright o'er the wide Atlantic rides the morn, 

And- dawning rays another world adorn : 

To farthest north that world enormous bends, 

And cold, beneath the southern polo-star ends. 

2 sear either pole 1 the barb'rous hunter, dress’d 
In skins of bears, explores the .frozen - waste: 

Where smiles the genial sun with kinder rays. 

Proud cities tower, and g‘ohkroof’d temples blaze;, 

This .golden empire, by the hoav’n’s decree,, 

Is due, Castile. O favour'd power, to thee ! 

Even now. Columbus o’er the hoary tide 
Pursues the ev’ning sun, his navy’s guide. 

Yet. shall the kindred Lusiarvshare the reign. 

What- time this world shall, own the yoke of Spain, 

The first bold hero* who to India's shores- 
Thioagn ■wv.npWh'd waves thy open'd path evplmi 
Driv’n by the winds of heav’n. from Afrie's strand, 

-Shall-fix-the holy crass on yon lair land. 

That mighty realm, for purple wood rentmv'n’d.• 

■Shall stretch the Luskin empire’s western bound.- 
Fir’d by thy fame, and with his king In ire, ■ ■ 

To match ihy deeds shall ilngathuens aspire.* 

• Awr eitb.r poU .—We are-now presented • with a oMnnifni view• 
of the-American world. Columbus discovered she WeM' hidiKiierofiv 
m‘ JI < 0 i'" nt ub j' -‘-lie }( , dur < -«|J d from 

“ '* f r * t'-ifb } f~i *—C* ,b T ij, ‘he fi r-t .Car C-timi who •ait d (• 
Tima, m.i- b-- wo V, Opipt-t rn tiw i j*r :of tb-U jr >ri mra'in 

\riu igtre nught ha.'-i met with the same f«l«. ■ -He named .llm counu-v- 
Mtnr.i Cry7, < r 15<<h Cm--; iVn. - Ch rarr'is nwrad lir.v/il, from (iw 
.“if urof th v<v>] win all'eh if a Kimd-, 1; is cun- of U.u ihmst 

- /V* j? -V/i/7< y/.i f, )Jha i* at-/— Cam »< , v th r '!;rh in* 

(' >*-t" <tt< m*ii (f M ,h , *,s i. t) 5 o* i'll! lo Portu/d, ,it 
condono*. ht“ <l*-f*c;kn to the Kmc of Sfjuin, find e«ib hiLi— 
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Jn all but loyalty. of Lusiau soul, 

No fear, no danger shall liis toils control. 

0 Magnlhacns, vofcifo rtm verdade 

I'ortujuez, ‘porim nao na lealdade. 

“ In deeds truly a Portuguese, but not in loyalty.” And others have 
bestowed upon him the name of traitor, but perhaps undeservedly. 
Justice to the name of this great man requires an examination of the 
charge.Ere ho entered into the 'service 7 of the King of Spain by a 
• solemn aetv he unnaturalized himself.. Osorius is very severe;against 
this unavailing rite, and argues that no injury which a ■prince may 
possibly give,'can authorize a subject to act the part of a traitor 
against his native country. This is certainly true, but it is not 
, strictly, applicable to the case of Magalhaens. Many eminent services 
performed in Africa and India entitled him to a certain allowance.- 
/which, though inconsiderable in itself, was esteemed as the reward of 

■ distinguished merit.^ind therefore highly valued. For this Magal- 
haens petitioned*in vain. He found, says Faria, that, the malicious 
accnsatidbs of some men had more weight with'his sovereign than all 
his services. After this unworthy repulse, what patronage at the 
court of Lisbon could.be hope?.. And though no injury cam vindicate 
the. liiau who draws liis sword against his native country, yet no moral 
.duty requires that he. who has some important discovery in meditation 
should stifle his design, if micountenanced by. his native prince. It 
Ims been alleged, that he embroiled his country in disputes with 
Spain. But; neither is this strictly-applicable to the neglected Magal- 
h.aens. The courts of Spain and Portugal had solemnly settled the 
.limits within which they were to make discoveries and settlements. 

■ avid within these did Magalhaens and the .cnurt of Spain propose that 
his 'discoveries' .should terminate. / And allowing that his calculations 
might mislead him heyond the bounds prescribed to. the Spaniards, 
still his apology is clear, for it would have been injurious.-to each 
. court, had lie supposed that tlie faith'of the boundary treaty would 

be, trampled upon; by ; eitlier : power. If it: is said tbat be .aggrandized 
. the enemies.of bis country, the Spaniards;, and introduced them to a 
dangerous rivnlship with the Portuguese settlements : let the sentence, 
of 'Fariaon this subject; be mnembeml: “Let princes beware,” says In-, 
i “ how’ by neglect or injustice they force into desperate.action's the liiwi 
.who hive-merited rewards.” . 

- Tu the end of the 15th and beginning of the lOUi centuries, tin; 
-spu’d- of. discovery broke forth in its gicatest vigovu. The ,,ast and 
the- West had,been visited by Gajia and Columbus ; and the hold idea 
of sulmg to flu Fist bv the ihd wm- uinel b, M lha im 
Eevived d'or misled by Strabo and Pliny, who place India near to the 
v,-<.wt of Spain, Golumbus expecting to iiml the/India of the nnoients. 
-Hvh'bn he landed on Hispaniola-, thought- he had discovered ,Uic Op.'nr 
of -m]< nm' And luuu the mine of Indx , w m „j ni>t<t nt nd 
-the neighbouring islands.' Though America and theMoluccas worn 
Ivor t mil V hi of i jrri it distann, the gi nm- *>t Mamlh u m "till 
tf-e ihti of a ue-tein pa-sage. And uoomdingn, 
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Along these regions. from the turning zone 
To deepest south, he dares the course unknown. 
While, to the kingdoms of the rising day, 

To rival thee he holds the western way/ 

A land of giants 1 shall his eyes behold. 

Of camel strength., surpassing human mould-:' 




boob, x.] THE LUSIAD. 353 

And, onward still, thy fame his proud heart’s guide 
Haunting him unappeas’d, the di’eary tide 
'Beneath, the southern star’s cold gleam.he braves, 

And stems the whirls of land-surrounded waves. 

For ever sacred to the hero’s fame, 

These foaming straits shall bear his deathless name. 
Through these dread jaws of rock he presses on, 

Another ocean’s breast, immense, unknown, 

Beneath the south’s cold wings, unmeasur’d, wide, 

Receives his vessels; through the dreary tide 
In darkling shades, where never man before 
Heard the waves howl, he dares the nameless shore. 

;|ii “ Thus far, 0 favour’d Lusia,ns, bounteous ITeav’ii 
jij. T’our nation’s glories to your view has giv’n. 
i'-;:- • What epsigns,*blazing to-the morn, pursue 
The path of heroes, open’d first hy yon ! 
jlji Still.be lt yours the first in fame to shine: : 

Thus shall your brides new chaplets, still entwine, 

With laurels ever new your brows enfold, 
i ' And braid your wavy locks with radiant gold. 

! .■■■“■ How calm the waves, how mild the balmy gale i 

The halcyons call; ye.Lusians, spread the sail; 

-Old ocean,-, now appeas’d, shall-rage no more. 

Haste, point the bowsprit to your native shore: 

Soon shall the transports of the natal soil 
O’erwhelm, in bounding joy, the thoughts of ev’ry toil.'” 

The goddess spake 3 : and Vasco wav’d his hand. 

And soon the joyful heroes crowd ihe strand. 

> Magftlhaens aiTmned they were about ten feet in height; since which 
• .-'voyaKB they nave risen and fallen .in.their stature,-accordingto Die 
different hummus ol our sea wits. 

Tkegodde,ss s^cJke.—-SV6 are now eomo to the conclusion of the 
•••: -fiction vof-the- island .of.Venus, a fiction'-which is divided into itw-o 
principal part;. In evt. of tium- t’.i> p'cttc.il rmii i- nl'ini.-. 
lior-'uecd.ve {ear-to assert, that "the happiness of our author,:-hi' 
miitine: all Duse putts tngetlm in one coral ‘pnorH iv -old low 
esviti-ii'Vie-adiniratioiv Of Honginua. The. heroes of the T/usm.t 
m-eiv.: their rnvini in Dio I-land <>f l.ovt. Tin;, an. h t !•> Dm 
jaihuv of Thetis, where, during a feast, they ],?nr the "lerious 
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The lofty ships with deepen’d burthens prove 
The various bounties of the Isle of .Love..: 

victories. and conquests of the heroes who are to succeed them in 
their Indian, expedition, sung by a siren ; and the ihee.of the globe- 
itself, described by the goddess, discovers ■ the universe, -.and.:par¬ 
ticularly the extent of the eastern world, now given to Europe-by the 
success of Gama. Neither iu grandeur, nor in happiness of-completion, 
may the iEneid or Odyssey be mentioned in comparison. The Iliad 
alone, in epic conduct (as already observed)bears a strong resemblance. 
But however great- in other views of poetical merit.- the •'•games at- the. 
funeral of Patroelus, and the redemption of the body of: Hector, con¬ 
sidered- as the interesting conclusion of a great-whole,.can never, in 
propriety and grandeur be brought into competition with the.-admirable 
episode which 'concludes the poem on the discovery of India. 

■Soon after the appearance of the Lnsiad. the language -of. Spain • 
was also enriched with- an. heroic poem, the anther -oi. winch. has 
.often imitated the Portuguese poetv-particulurly in ; .the lietinri el-the 
globe of. the world, which is shown to Gama. In the JrAmum, a, 
clobe. surroundedwith a radiant sphere, is also miraculously supported 
in tiro air; and mi this an -enchanter shows • to- the - t?psunarus the 
extent of their dominions in - the now-, world. . But- Don Aioutw 
1 Armll.i - m tht«, is u, t r. i thc~ I v, ot JU" poem, >_n ■>,!' in n< , 

• to tho poetical spirit of Cautofcns. -.Milton. whose-poeucnl conduct m 
u'-neluding the action of his P.uadise Ln-d, as ahv.mv p-dul'-d out. 
s—'hif formed upon the Busied. stppe.vr* to lur.v had lids pa-i-am- 
pij-ih-nlarlv in his eve. F.-r. th-weii the machinery of a vi.-mn.uy 
sV ire- t mb* *■ aw -- r f the ->\i m n o r he- pej-m.wv,. h. Tw 
mnvrihelen-, though at dm* cxtuU'-.- of an impe-uhli nipp <Mti<n.. 
given Adam a view of the terrestrial globe. Michael sets the. .fat.he) 
of mankind.on a mountain— • • • • 

- , - “ From whose top 

The -hemisphere of earth in. dearest. Icon- - 

Mw ms' I old t,> tV iiiupli -r it mil pe >j <'d lay. . , - 
His eye might there command wherever stood 
C-ity of old or moderu-iamit.-.the seat- • 

Of murhfiest-crapire. from tho destin'd .walls • - 
■ Of Cambnlu ... .• 

■ Ok Europe thence and whore Borne was to sway ■ e- 
The v.orid.’' 

A*-.!! overs tie- mention of America h’-uss; copied by Milt in;—- 

, • -‘‘In snirjr'perhaps tie also sow---' .. - . 

Tlich Mexico, the ,->ed ‘if Mrii!t'0,i!iT!{, 

' .V;'l (fu m l'. m. tl *- delay y u 

Cali i:*D'Tah-B ‘‘.^ 




Nor leave the youths their lovely brides behind, - 
In wedded bands, while time.glides on, conjoin’d; 

Fair as immortal fame in smiles array’d, 

In bridal smiles, attends each lovely maid. 

It -must also lie owned by the warmest .admirer -of tlie Paradise Lost, 
that the description-of America in Gamoens— 

. . “Vedes a grande terra, que cohtina 

:Vai de Galisto ao seu contrario polo— . 

•'•■'.'To farthest nbrtK'that world enormous bends,' 

.And cold beneath the southern pole-star ,ends,” 

conveys a bolder and a grander, idea than all the names enumerated 
by Milton. . 

. :* - Some .short account of the; writers whose authorities have bec-n 
adduced in., the ■'course of these; notes may not how be improper,. 
Jfenmncub Lopez de Gastagneda went to India on purpose to do 
.honour to liis countrymen, by enabling himself to record their actions 
and; conquests in the .East. As he Was one of the first writers on that 
subject, his geography is often.'imperfect,-. This defect is remedied in 
the writings of John do Barros,-who Was particularly attentive to 
this head. . But the two most eminent, as well’as fullest, writers on 
the transactions of. the Portuguese in the. East, are Manuel de Faria y 
Sousa, knight of the. Order of Christ, and Hieronimus Osorius, bishop 
of Solves. Faria, who wrote.iil' Spanish, was a laborious -inquirer, and 
is very full and .circumstantial. With , honest indignation he rebukes 
the. rapine of commanders and the errors and unworthy resentments 
of kihgs. : But: he is often so drily particular, that-he may rather be- 
called ;a : journalist than an historian. And. by this uninteresting 
minuteness, his style, for the'.greatest parr, is rendered inelegant. 
The Bishop of Sylves, however, Claims a different character. ■ His 
■ Latin, is elegant, -and-his manly and sentimental manner entitles him. 
- to- the. name of -historian, even where - a Livy or a Tacitus are men¬ 
tioned- But a sentence from himselt, unexpected m a lather of the 
eonhniinion . of .Home, will .-ieharaeterize'-the liberality of liis -mind. 
Talking of the edict of King Emmanuel, which compelled the Jews io 
embrace-Christianity under- severe persecution:- ‘‘Neeex lege, nee ex 
: religion® factum-. ;- tibi asfumtas,” 'gays he, Tut libcrtatcm vohui-. 

taris jnipedias, et vincula raeutibus efironalis injicms <■ At id uetjin:. 
hen: notf-st-. ncoue Ulmstv--sanctissimum numcn -annrobuv • Volnn- 
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O'er India’s sea. wing’d on by balmy gales 
That whisper’d peace, soft swcll’d the steady sails: 
Smooth.as on wing tmxnov’d the eagle flies,- ■ 

"When to -his eyrie cliff he sails the skies. 

Swift, o’er. the gentle billows of the tide, 

So smooth, so soft, the prows of Gama glide; 

And now their native fields, for ever dear, 

In all their wild transporting charms appear; 

And Togo’s bosom, while his banks repeat 
The sounding peals of joy. receives the fleet. 

With orient titles and immortal fame 

The hero band adorn their monarch’s name: . . 

Sceptres and crowns beneath his feet'they-lay, 

And the wide. East is doom’d to Lusian sway. 1 

Enough, my muse, thy wearied wing no more. 

Host to the seat of Jove triumphant soar. 

. Chill'd by my nation's cold neglect, thy tires 
Glow bold no more, and all thy rage expires. 

Tet thon. Sebastian, then, my king, attend; 

Behold what glories on thy throne descend! - 
Shall hansrhty Gaul-or sterner Albion boast 
'Thar all the J rsinn fame in .'lice is lost ! 

Oh, he it thine them .'Tories to renew, 

And dolm's bold path and Podm's coarse pursue:* 
Snatch from the iyuanl-n“bh:’s hand the sword. 

And be the rigid': of humankind restor'd. 

The statesman prolate So h:.s vows coniine. 

Alenf' rm-p : cn>n- -d ftm GOy s’ jim-; 

T ) ^ tit -5 n rn I h< lit n n ] m- 

AIojh' to Hcov’u, ,mt onrthT v,un pomp, nspin s. 

Tor let i lie mns". nr--a I king, <>n Tago’s shore. 

In dying.notes the barb'rons age deplore. . : 





The king or hero to the muse unjust 
Sinks us the nameless slave, extinct in dust. 

But. such the deeds thy radiant morn portends, 

Aw’d by thy frown ev’n now old Atlas bends 
His hoary head, and Ampcluza’s fields 
Expect thy sounding steeds and rattling shields. 

And shall those deeds unsung, unknown, expire! 

Oh, would thy smiles relume my tainting ire ! 

I, then inspir'd, the wondTing world should see 
Great Ammon's warlike son reviv'd in thee; 

Reviv'd, ruieimed 1 of the muse's flame 
Thar o’er the world resounds Pelides’“ name. 

! or.'-rather translated into 

' Italian: by (Alar m! . 1. - 

ft . '■'■}'’* ■ T Oon.si sublime stil’forse caiitato 

Ik ••;■'• Havrei del inio Signor l’armi e l’lionori, 

[j . <Hi’or non hnvria de la Meonia tromba 

| 1.>:i. imidiar Achille.” 

#':• ' ' Similarity of condition, we have already, observed, produced 

similarity of complaint and sentiment in Spenser 'and Camoens. Each 
... was unworthily neglected bv the grandees of his age, yet botli their 
hiuhes will live, : when the; remembrance of the courtiers who spumed 
.. them, shall -sink -beneath their mountain tombs. These beautiful stanzas 
'from Phinehns.Fletcher on the memory of Spenser, may also serve as 
"/ an epitaph for. Camoens. The- unworthy neglect, which was the lot of the 
.. ■■'Portuguese hard, but too well appropriates to bmrthe elegy of Spenser. 
And every reader, of taste, who has perused the Lusiad, will think of 
the-Cardinal Henrico, and feel the indignation of these manly lines ;— 
; .Witness--our. Colin*, whom tlio’ all the Graces . 

a .Arid all the Sltises nurst; , whose welbtaught song 
r . . Parnassus’ self and Glorian f embraces, . 

V . And all the Jenrn’d and all the shepherds throng; -. 

Yet all his hopes were crost, all suits denied ; 

Discouraged, scorn’d, his writings vilified : 

■.•■' Poorly (poor.man) he liv’d; -poorly (poor man)he-died.: 

11 And bad not that great, hart (whose honour’d head J 
.v All lies .fnlLlow) pitied thy woful plight, 

-There hadstthou lien unwept, ugouried, 

,. (Jnblest, nor graced with any common rite; .. . , : 

....■■ -.Tet slialt thou live,.-when thy'great foc.|) .slialJ sink--' or 
Beneath his mountain tombe, whoso tame shall stink*; 

And rime his blacker name shall blurre with blackest ink. 
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i > ;e: th" X.)nil io >lu<e i^cvyoiiut wninj 
Which ••anno? sknuher in thy sheets nf h\i,l : 
;Let tiiy nhusetF honour eric as jt>iur- . 

As there ixVtjuills.to h'l'iie, ox eyes A’-K'n-iothV.- 
Oil his rank uuuie '.let- ttihie aywn votes he turn’d, 
Oh-maij;thot iudii that lath 'fkc'-Mmee'zoom'd 
AiV'Y. (,«,■ (had. JV i,' ; f ,/ n M aTeTJ.” 

■ * Achilles, son-of Pdens. . - 
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